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THE    UNIVERSAL   JUDGMENT, 


Acts  xvii.  30,  31.  And  the  times  of  this  ignorance  God 
winked  at  ;  but  now  comniandeth  all  men  every  where 
to  repent^  becaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  by  that  Man 
whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he  hath  given  ajfur* 
^nce  unto  all  men^  in  that  he  hath  raifed  him  from  the 
dead. 

THE  prefent  ftatc  is  the  infancy  of  human  nature; 
and  all  the  events  of  time,  even  thofe  that  make 
fuch  noife,  and  determine  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  arc 
but  the  little  affairs  of  children.  But  if  we  look  for- 
wards and  trace  human  nature  to  maturity,  we  meet 
with  events  vaft,  interefting  and  majeftic  ;  and  fuch 
as  nothing  but  divine  authority  can  render  credible 
to  us  who  are  fo  apt  to  judge  of  things  by  what  we 
fee.  To  one  of  thofe  fcenes  I  would  direct  your  at- 
tention this  day ;  I  mean  the  folemn,  tremendous, 
and  glorious  fcene  of  the  univerfal  judgment. 

You  have  fometimes  feen  a  ftately  building  in 
ruins  ;  come  now  and  view  the  ruins  of  a  demoliflied 
world.  You  have  often  feen  a  feeble  mortal  ftruggling 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  his  ftiattered  frame  dif- 
folved  ;  come  now  and  view  univerfal  nature  fevere- 
ly  labouring  and  agonizing  in  her  laft  convulfions, 
and  her  well-compafted  fyftem  diffolved.  You  have 
heard  of  earthquakes  here  and  there  that  have  laid 
Lifbon,  Palermo,  and  a  few  other  cities  in  ruins ; 
come  now  and  feel  the  tremors  and  convulfions  of  the 
whole  globe,  that  blend  cities  and  countries,  oceans 
and  continents,  mountains,  plains,  and  vallies  in  one 
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promifcuous  heap.  You  have  a  thoufand  times  beheld 
the  moon  walking  in  brightnefe,  and  the  fun  ihining 
in  his  firength ;  now  look  and  fee  the  fun  turned  in-^ 
to  darknefs,  and  the  moon  into  blood. 

It  is  our  lot  to  live  in  an  age  x£  confiifion,  blood, 
and  flaughter  ;  an  age  in  which  our  attention  is  en- 
gaged by  the  clafli  of  arms,  the  clangor  of  trumpets, 
the  roar  of  artillery,  and  the  dubious  iate  of  king- 
doms ;  but  draw  off  your  thoughts  from  thefe  ob^ 
Jefts  for  an  hour,  and  fix  them  on  objeds  more  fo- 
lemn  and  interefting :  come  view 

**  A  fcene  that  yields 

A  louticr  trumpet,  and  more  dreadful  fields^ 

The  World  alarm'd,  both  Earth  and  Heav'n  o'erthrown. 

And  gafping  Nature's  lafl  tremendous  groan  ; 

Death's  ancient  fceptre  broke,  the  teeming  Tomb, 

The  righteous  Judge,  and  man's  eternal  Doom."     Young. 

Such  a  fcene  there  certainly  is  before  us  ;  for  St. 
Paul  tells  us  that  God  hath  given  affiirance  to  all  men  he 
will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  by  that  Man  whom 
he  hath  ordained  ;  and  that  his  refurreftion,  the  refur- 
reftion  of  him  who  is  God  and  man,  is  a  demonfira* 
tive  proof  of  it. 

My  text  is  the  condufion  of  St.  Paul's  defence  or 
fermon  before  the  famous  court  of  Areopagus,  in  the 
learned  and  philofophical  city  of  Athens.  In  this 
auguft  and  polite  affembly  he  fpeaks  with  the  bold- 
nefs,  and  in  the  evangeltcal  flrain,  of  an  apoiUe  of 
Chrift.  He  firft  inculcates  upon  them  the  great  truths 
of  natural  religion,  and  labours  faithfully,  though  in 
a  very  gentle  and  inofienfive  manner,  to  reform 
them  from  that  ftupid  idolatry  and  fuperftition  into 
which  even  this  learned  and  philofophical  city  was 
funk,  though  a  Socrates,  a  Plato,  and  the  moft  cele- 
brated  iages  and  moraUils  of  pagan  antiquity  had 
lived  and  taught  in  it.  Afterwards,  in  the  clofe  of 
his  difcourfe,  he  introduces  the  glorious  peculiarities 
of  Chriftianity,  particularly  the  great  duty  of  repent- 
ance, from  evangelical  motives,  the  refurreftion  of 
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the  dead,  and  the  final  Judgment-  But  no  fooner  has 
he  entered  upon  this  fubjed:  than  he  is  interrupted, 
and  feems  to  have  broken  oflF  abruptly ;  for  when  he 
has  juft  hinted  at  the  then  unpopular  doctrine  of  the 
refurre6lion  of  the  dead,  wc  are  told,/ome  mocked^  and 
other&put  it  oflF  to  anothes  hearing  i  We  will  hear  tbcc 
again  of  this  matter. 

In  thefe  dark  times  of  ignorance  which  preceded 
the  publication  of  the  gofpel,  God  feemed  to  wink  or 
connive  at  the  idolatry  and  various  forms  of  wicked- 
nefe  that  had  overfpread  the  world ;  that  is,  he  feem- 
ed to  overlook  *  or  take  no  notice  of  them,  fa  as  ei- 
ther to  punifli  them,  or  to  give  the  nations  explicit 
calls  to  repentance.  But  now,  fays  St*  Paul,  the  cafe 
is  altered.  Now  the  gofpel  is  publi&ed  through  the 
world,  and  therefore  God  will  no  longer  feem  to  con- 
nive at  the  wickednefs  and  impenitence  of  mankind  j 
but  publiflies  his  great  mandate  to  a  rebel  world,  ex- 
piicidy  and  loudly,  commanding  all  men  every  where  to 
repent ;  and  he  now  gives  them  particular  motives* 
and  encouragements  to  this  duty.. 

One  motive  of  the  greateft  weight,  which  was  ne- 
ver fo  clearly  or  extenfively  publiflied  before,  is  the 
doftrine  of  the  univerfiil  judgment.  This  the  con- 
nedtion  implies  :  He  now  commandeth  all  men  to  repent^ 
becaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day  for  judging  all  nien^ 
And  furely  the  profpeft  of  a  judgment  muft  be  a 
ftrong  motive  ta  finners  to  repent : — ^this,  if  any 
thing,  will  roufe  them  from  their  thoughtlefs  fecuri- 
ty,  and  bring  them  to  repentance.  Repentance  fhould, 
and  one  would  thi?nk  muft  be  as  extenfive  as  this  rea- 
fon  for  it*  This  St.  Paul  intimates..  He  now  com- 
mandeth all  men  to  repent^  becaufe  he  hath  given  affiirance 
to  all  men  that  he  has  appointed  a  day  to  judge  the  world. 
Wherever  the  gofpel  publifhes  the  dodrine  of  a  fu- 
ture judgment,  there  it  requires  all  men  to  repent ; 
and  wherever  it  requires  repentance,  there  it  enforces 
the  command  of  this  alarming  doftrine. 

God 
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God  has  given  ajfurance  to  all  men  ;  that  is,  to  all 
that  hear  the  gofpel,  that  he  has  appointed  a  day  for 
this  great  purpofe,  and  that  Jcfus  Chrift,  God-man,  is 
to  prefide  in  perfon  in  this  majeftic  folemnity.  He 
has  given  affurance  of  this  ;  that  is,  fulScient  ground 
of  faith  ;  and  the  affurance  confifts  in  this,  that  he 
hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead. 

The  refurreftion  of  Chrift  gives  affurance  of  this 
in  feveral  refpects.  It  is  a  fpecimen  and  a  pledge  of 
a  general  refurreftion,  that  grand  preparative  for  the 
judgment :  it  is  an  inconteftible  proof  of  his  divine 
miffion  ;  for  God  would  never  work  fo  unprecedent- 
ed a  miracle  in  favour  of  an  impoftor :  it  is  alfo  an 
authentic  atteftation  of  all  our  Lord*s  claims  ;  and  he 
exprefsly  claimed  the  authority  of  fuprcme  Judge  as 
delegated  to  him  by  the  Father  :  the  Father  judgeth 
no  many  but  bath  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son^ 
John  V.  2  2. 

There  is  a  peculiar  fitnefs  and  propriety  in  this 
conftitution.  It  is  fit  that  a  world  placed  under  the 
adminiftration  of  a  Mediator  fliould  have  a  mediato- 
rial Judge.  It  is  fit  this  high  office  fliould  be  confer- 
red upon  him  as  an  honorary  reward  for  his  import- 
ant fervices  and  extreme  abafement^  Becaufe  he  hum- 
bled himfelf  therefore  God  hath  highly  exalted  him.  Phil, 
ii.  8,  9.  It  is  fit  that  creatures  clothed  with  bodies 
fliould  be  judged  by  a  man  clothed  in  a  body  like 
themfelves.  Hence  it  is  faid  that  all  judgment  is  giv" 
en  to  the  Son,  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  7)ian.  John  v.  27. 
This  would  feem  a  ftrange  reafon,  did  we  not  undcr- 
ftand  it  in  this  light.  Indeed,  was  Jefus  Chrift  man 
only,  he  would  be  infinitely  unequal  to  the  office  of 
univerfal  Judge  ;  but  he  is  God  and  Man,  Immanuclj 
God  with  us  ;  and  is  the  fitteft  perfon  in  the  univerfe 
for  the  work.  It  is  alfo  fit  that  Chrift  fliould  be  the 
fupreme  Judge,  as  it  will  be  a  great  encouragement 
to  his  people  for  their  Mediator  to  execute  this  office; 
and  it  may  be  added,  that  hereby  the  condemnation 
of  the  wicked  will  be  rendered  more  confpicuoufly 
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juft ;  for,  if  a  Mediator,  a  Saviour,  the  Friend  of 
Sinners,  condemns  them,  they  muil  be  worthy  of 
condemnation  indeed. 

Let  us  now  enter  upon  the  majeftic  fcene.  But,^ 
alas  !  what  images  fliall  I  ule  to  reprefent  it  ?  Noth- 
ing that  we  have  feen,  nothing  that  we  have  heard, 
nothing  that  has  ever  happened  on  the  ftage  of  time 
can  furnifli  us  with  proper  illuftrations.  All  is  low 
and  grovelling,  all  is  faint  and  obfcure  that  ever  the 
fun  ftione  upon,  when  compared  with  the  grand 
phenomena  of  that  day  ;  and  we  are  fo  accuftonied 
to  low  and  little  objects,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  we  Ihould 
ever  raife  our  thoughts  to  a  luitable  pitch  of  elevali- 
on.  Ere  long  we  fliall  be  amazed  fpectatovs  of  thefc 
majeftic  wonders,  and  our  eyes  and  our  ears  will  be 
our  inftruclors.  But  now  it  is  neceflary  we  fliould 
have  fuch  ideas  of  them  as  may  affect  our  hearts,  and 
prepare  us  for  them.  Let  us  therefore  prefent  to  our 
view  thofe  reprefentations  which  divine  revelation, 
our  only  guide  in  this  cafe,  gives  us  of  the  perfon  oJ* 
the  Judge,  and  the  manner  of  his  appearance  ;  of  the 
refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and  the  transformation  of 
the  living;  of  the  univerfal  convention  of  all  the  fons  of 
men  before  the  fupreme  tribunal ;  of  their  feparation 
to  the  right  and  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  according 
to  their  characters  ;  of  the  judicial  procefs  itfelf ;  of 
the  decifive  fentence  ;  of  its  execution,  and  of  the 
conflagration  of  the  world. 

As  to  the  perfon  of  the  Judge,  the  pfalmift  tells 
you,  God  is  Judge  him/elf.  Pfalm  1.  6.  Yet  Chrift  tells 
us,  the  Father  judgeth  no  man^  but  hath  committed  all 
judgment  to  the  Son  ;  and  that  he  hath  given  him  autho* 
rity  to  execute  judgment^  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  cf  man, 
John  v.  22,  27.  It  is  therefore  Chrift  Jefus,  God- 
man,  as  I  obferved,  who  fliall  fuftain  this  high  cha- 
racter ;  and  for  the  reafons  already  ailedged,  it  is 
moft  fit  it  fliould  be  devolved  upon  him.  Being  God 
and  man,  all  the  advantages  of  divinity  and  humarity 
center  in  him,  and  render  him  more  fit  for  this  office 

than 
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than  if  he  were  God  only,  or  man  only.  This  is^ 
the  auguft  Judge  before  whom  we  muft  ftand  ;  and 
the  profpeft  may  infpire  us  with  reverence,  joy  and 
terror. 

As  for  the  manner  of  his  appearance,  it  will  he  fucfr 
as  becomes  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  office.  He 
will  ftiine  in  all  the  uncreated  glories  of  the  Godhead^ 
and  in  all  the  gentler  glories  of  a  perfeft  man.  His- 
attendants  will  add  a  dignity  to  the  grand  appearance,, 
and  the  fympathy  of  nature  will  increafc  the  folem- 
nity  and  terror  of  the  day.  Let  his  own  word  de- 
fcribe  him.  The  Son  of  manjhall  come  in  his  glory ^  and 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father  j  and  all  the  holy  angels  with 
him  ;  and  then  fhall  he  Jit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory ^ 
Matt.  XXV.  3 1 .  xvi.  2  7 .  The  L^rd  Jefusjhall  he  revealed 
from  heaven  with  his  mighty  angels  in  flaming  fire  ^  taking 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  net  God^  and  that  obey  not 
the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijt.  2  Theff.  i.  7,  8.- 
And  not  only  with  the  angels,  thofe  illuftrioua  mini- 
fters  of  the  court  of  Heaven,  attend  upon  that  folemn 
occafion,  but  alfo  all  the  faints  who  had  left  the  world 
from  Adam  to  that  day  ;  for  thofe  thatjlcep  in  Jefusy 
lays  St.  Paul,  will  God  bring  with  him.  i  Theff.  rv.  1 4* 
The  grand  imagery  in  Daniel's  vifion  is  applicable  to 
this  day ;  and  perhaps  to  this  it  primarily  refers  :  / 
beheld  till  the  thrones  were  caji  down^  or  rather  fet  up,* 
and  the  Ancient  of  Days  did  Jit  ^  whofe  garment  was  white 
asfnow^  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool.  His 
throne  was  like  the  fiery  ftame^  and  his  wheels  as  burning 
fire.  A  fiery  fir  earn  iffued^  and  came  forth  from  before 
bim :  thoufand  thoufands  miniflered  unto  him^  and  ten 
ihoufand  times  ten  thoufand  flood  before  him.  Dan.  vii.  9, 
I  o.  Perhaps  our  Lord  may  exhibit  himfelf  to  the 
whole  world  upon  this  moft  grand  occafion,  in  the 
Cime  glorious  form  in  which  ne  was  feen  by  his  fa- 
vourite 

*  This  fenfe  is  mofl  agreeable  to  the  conne6):ion,  and  the  ori^ 
ginal  word  will  bear  it;  which  fignifies^t?  pitch  down,  or place^ 
as  well  as  to  throw  down,  or  demolijk.     And  the  LXX  tranllate  it; 

the  thrones  were  put  up^  orjtxedt 
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vourite  John,  clothed  with  a  garment  down  to  thefooty 
and  girt  about  the  breajis  with  a  golden  girdle :  his  head 
and  his  hairs  white  like  wooly  as  white  as /now  :  his  eyes 
as  aflame  of  fire  :  his  feet  like  unto  fine  brafs^  as  if  they 
burned  in  a  furnace :  his  voice  as  the  found  of  many  wa-- 
tersy  and  his  countenance  as  the  fun  fhining  in  hisftrength. 
Rev.  i.  1 3,  &c.  Another  image  bf  inimitable  majefty 
and  terror  the  fame  writer  gives  us,  when  he  lays, 
I  Jaw  a  great  white  throne  ^  and  him  that  fat  on  it  ^  from 
whofeface  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away^  and  there 
was  found  no  place  for  them.  Aftonifliing  !  what  an 
image  is  this  !  the  ftable  earth  and  heaven  cannot 
bear  the  majefty  and  terror  of  his  look :  they  fly 
away  afirighted,  and  feek  a  place  to  hide  themfelves, 
but  no  place  is  found  to  Ihelter  them  ;  every  region 
through  the  immenfity  of  fpace  lies  open  before  hmi.* 
Rev.  XX.  II. 

This  is  the  Judge  before  whom  we  muft  ftand ; 
and  this  is  the  manner  of  his  appeai;ance.  But  is  this 
the  babe  of  Bethlehem  that  lay  and  wep>in»the  man- 
ger ?  Is  this  the  fuppofed  fon  of  the  carpenter,  the 
defpifed  Galilean  ?  Is  this  the  man  of  forrows  ?  Is 
this  he  that  was  arrefted,  was  condemned,  was  buf- 

fetted, 

*  This  is  the  piAure  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  mfpiration.  We 
may  now  contemplate  the  imagery  of  a  fine  human  pen. 

— — — From  his  great  abode 

Full  on  a  whirlwind  rides  the  dreadful  God  : 

The  tempeft's  rattling  winds,  the  fiery  car, 

Ten  thoufand  hofts  his  minifters  of  war, 

The  fiaming  Cherubim,  attend  his  flight, 

And  Heaven's  foundations  groan  beneath  the  weight. 

Thro*  all  the  fkies  the  forky  lightnings  play, 

And  radiant  fplendors  round  his  head  difplay. 

From  his  bright  eyes  affrighted  worlds  retire  ; 

He  fpeaks  in  thunder  and  he  breathes  in  fire. 

Garment  of  heavenly  light  array  the  God  ; 

His  throne  a  bright  confolidated  cloud — 

Support  me,  Heaven,  I  fhudder  with  affright ; 

I  quakcj  I  fink  with  terror  at  the  fight ! 

Tht  Day  of  Judgment^  a  Pointy 
a  UttU  varied. 
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fetted,  was  fpit  upon,  was  crowned  with  thorns,  was 
executed  as  a  flave  and  a  criminal  upon  the  crofs  ? 
Yes,  it  is  he  ;  the  very  fame  Jefus  of  Nazareth.  But 
O  how  changed !  how  defervedly  exalted !  Let  hea- 
ven and  earth  congratulate  his  advancement.  Now 
let  his  enemies  appear,  and  fliew  their  ufual  contempt 
and  malignity.  Now,  Pilate,  condemn  the  King  of 
the  Jews  as  an  ufurper.  Now  ye  Jews,  raife  the  cla- 
mour, crucify  him^  crucify  him. 

"  Now  bow  the  knee  in  fcorn,  prefent  the  reed ; 

•'  Nowtell  the  fcourg'dlmpoftor  he  mud  bleed,"      Young. 

Now,  ye  Deifts  and  Infidels,  difpute  his  divinity 
and  the  truth  of  his  religion  iJF  you  can.  Now,  ye 
hypocritical  chriftians,  try  to  impofe  upon  him  with 
your  idle  pretences.  Now  defpife  his  grace,  laugh  at 
his  threatenings,  and  make  light  of  his  difpleafure  if 
you  arc  able.  Ah  !  now  their  courage  fails,  and  ter- 
ror furround  them  like  armed  men.  Now  they  hide 
themf elves  in  the  dtns^  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains  ; 
and  fay  td^thhmountains  and  rocks^  fall  on  us^  and  hide  us 
from  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne^  and  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ;  for  the  lamb  that  onc^  bled  as 
a  facrifice  for  fin  now  appears  in  all  the  terrors  of  a 
lion  ;  and  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come^  and  who 
Jhall  he  able  to  ftand?  Rev.  vi.  15.  O  !  could  they 
hide  themfelves  in  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  or  in 
fome  rock  that  bears  the  weight  of  the  mountains, 
how  happy  would  they  think  themfelves.  But,  alas ! 

"  Seas  caft  the  monfters  forth  to  meet  their  doom, 

*^  And  rocks  but  prifon  up  for  wrath  to  come."         Young. 

While  the  Judge  is  defcending,  the  parties  to  be 
judged  v/ill  be  fummoned  to  appear.  But  where  are 
they  ?  They  are  all  afleep  in  their  dufty  beds,  except 
the  then  generation.  Aiid  how  fliall  they  be  roufed 
from  their  long  fleep  of  thoufands  of  years  ?  Why^ 
the  Lord  hiwfelf  Jhall  defcend  from  heaven  withafhout^ 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel^  and  with  the  trump  of 
God.   I  Theff.  iv,  1 6.    The  trumpet  fhall founds  and  they 

that 
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that  are  then  alive  fliall  not  pafs  into  eternity  through 
the  beaten  road  of  death,  but  at  the  laji  trumpet  they 
Jhall  be  changed^  changed  into  immortals  in  a  7tw??ienty  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  i  Cor.  xv.  51,  52.  Now  all  the 
millions  of  mankind,  of  whatever  country  and  nali^ 
on,  whether  they  expect  this  tremendous  day  or  not, 
all  feel  a  fliock  through  their  whole  frames,  while 
they  are  inftantaneoufly  metamorphofed  in   every 
limb,   and  the  pulfe  of  immortality  begins  to  beat 
ftrong  in  every  part.  Now  alfo  the  flumbcrers  under 
ground  begin  to  ftir,  to  roufc  and  fpring  to  life.  Now 
iee  graves  opening,  tombs  burfting,  charnel-houfcs 
rattling,  the  earth  neaving,  and  all  alive,  while  thefe 
fubterranean  armies  are  burfting  their  way  through. 
See  clouds  of  human  duft  and  broken  bones  darken-^ 
ing  the  air,  and  flying  from  country  to  country  over 
intervening  continents  and  oceans  to  meet  their  kin- 
dred fragments,  and  repair  the  fliattercd  frame  with 
pieces  collefted  from  a  thoufand  different  quarters, 
whither  they  were  blown  away  by  winds,  or  wafhed 
by  waters.  See  what  millions  ftart  up  in  company  in 
the  fpots  where  Nineveh,  Babylon,  Jerufalem,  Rome, 
and  London  once  flood !   Whole  armies  fpring  to  life 
in  fields  where  they  once  loft  their  lives  in  battle, 
and  were  left  unburied ;   in  fields  which  fattened 
with  their  blood,  produced  a  thoufand  harvefts,  and 
now  produce  a  crop  of  men.     See  a  fucceflion  of 
thoufands  of  years  rifing  in  crowds  from  grave-yards 
round  the  places  where  they  once  attended,  in  order 
to  prepare  for  this  decifive  day.     Nay,  graves  yawn, 
and  fwarms  burft  into  life  under  palaces  and  buil- 
dings of  pride  and  pleafure,  in  fields  and  forefls,  in 
thoufands  of  places  v/here  graves  were  never  fuipecl- 
ed.     How  are  the  living  furprifedto  find  men  iiart- 
ing  into  life  under  their  feet,   or  juft  befide  them  ; 
fome  beginning  to  ftir,  and  heave  the  ground ;  others 
half-rifen,  and  others  quite  difengaged  from  the  ir- 
cumbrance  of  earth,  and  ftanding  upright  before 
them  !  What  vaft  multitudes  that  had  flept  in  a  wa- 
VoL.  II.  C  tery 
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tery  grave  now  emerge  from  rivers,  and  feas,  and 
oceans,  and  throw  them  into  a  tumult !  Now  appear 
to  the  view  of  all  the  world  the  Goliaths,  the  Ana- 
kims,  and  the  other  giants  of  ancient  times ;  and 
now  the  millions  of  infants,  thofe  little  particles  of 
iife,  ftart  up  at  once,  perhaps  in  full  maturity,  or  per- 
haps in  the  loweft  clafs  of  mankind,  dwarfs  of  im- 
mortality. The  dead^  fmall  ^nd  great ^  will  arife  to 
Jiand  before  God ;  and  the  fea  fliall  give  up  the  dead 
*ivhich  were  in  it.  Rev.  xx.  12,  13.  Now  the  many 
ihatjleep  in  the  dujljhall  awake  and  come  forth  ;  fometo 
everlafting  life^  andfome  tejhamc  and  everlajling  contempt. 
Dan.  xii.  1.  Now  the  hour  is  come  when  all  that  are  in 
the  grave  fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  ofGod^  and  Jhall 
come  forth  ;  they  that  have  dmegood^  to  the  refurredion 
<flife;  and  they  that  have  dmie  evil^  to  the  refurreiiion 
of  damnation.  John  v.  28.  Though  after  oxlx  Jkin  worms 
dejlroy  this  body^  yet  in  omx  flefh  fhall  ^tfee  God,  whom 
we  J/:fall  fee  for  ourfelves ;  and  thefe  eyes  Jhall  behold 
him,  and  not  another.  Job.  xix.  26,  27.  Then  this  cor- 
ruptible  [hody'} Jhall  put  on  incarruption,  and  this  mortal 
Jhall  put  on  immortality,   i  Cor.  xv.  53. 

As  the  charafters,  and  confequently  the  doom  of 
mankind  will  be  very  different,  fo  we  may  reafona- 
bly  fuppofe  they  will  rife  in  very  different  forms  of 
glory  or  difhonour,  of  beauty  or  deformity.  Their 
bodies  indeed  will  all  be  improved  to  the  highefl  de- 
gree, and  all  made  vigorous,  capacious  and  immortal. 
But  here  lies  the  difference  :  the  bodies  of  the  righ- 
teous will  be  flrengthened  to  bear  an  exceeding  great 
and  eternal  weight  ^ glory,  but  thofe  of  the  wicked  will 
be  flrengthened  to  fuflain  an  heavier  load  of  mifery ; 
their  ftrength  will  be  but  mere  flrength  to  fuffer  an 
horrid  capacity  of  greater  pain.  The  immortality 
of  the  righteous  will  be  the  duration  of  their  happi- 
nefs,  but  that  of  the  wicked  of  their  mifery  :  their 
immortality,  the  higheft  privilege  of  their  nature, 
will  be  their  heaviefl  curfe ;  and  they  would  willing- 
ly exchange  their  duration  with  an  infed  of  a  day, 

or 
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or  a  fading  flower.  The  bodies  of  the  righteous  wilF 
Jhine  as  thefun^  and  as  thefiars  in  the  firmament  for  ever 
and  ever  ;  but  thofe  of  the  wicked  will  be  grim  and 
ihocking,  and  ugly,  and  hateful  as  hell.  The  bodies 
of  the  righteous  will  be  fit  manfions  for  their  heaven- 
ly fpirits  to  inhabit,  and  every  feature  will  fpeak  the 
delightful  paflions  that  agreeably  work  within  ;  but 
the  wicked  will  be  but  fpirits  of  hell  clothed  in  the 
material  bodies  ;  and  malice,  rage,  defpair,  and  all 
the  infernal  paflions  will  lower  in  their  countenances, 
and  caft  a  difmal  gloom  around  them.  O  !  they  wilt 
then  be  nothing  clfe  but  ihapes  of  deformity  and  ter- 
ror !  they  will  look  like  the  natives  of  hell,  and  fprcad 
horror  around  them  with  every  look.  * 

With  what  reluctance  may  we  fuppofe  mil  the  fouls 
of  the  wicked  enter  again  into  a  ftate  of  union  with 
thefe  (hocking  forms,  that  will  be  everlafting  engines 
of  torture  to  them,  as  they  once  were  inftruments  of 
fin !  But  O !  with  what  joy  will  the  fouls  of  the  righ- 
teous return  to  their  old  habitations,  in  which  they 
once  ferved  their  God  with  honeft,  though  feeble 
endeavours,  now  fo  glorioufly  repaired  and  improv- 
ed !  How  will  they  congratulate  the  refurrecfeion  of 
their  old  companions  from  their  long  lleep  in  death, 
now  made  fit  to  fliare  with  them  in  the  fublime  em- 
ployments and  fruitions  of  heaven !  Every  organ  will 
be  an  inftrument  of  fervice  and  an  inlet  of  pleafure, 
and  the  foul  fliall  no  longer  be  encumbered  but  aflift- 
ed  by  this  union  to  the  body.  O  what  furprifing 
creatures  can  Omnipotence  raife  from  the  dull !  To 
what  an  high  degree  of  beauty  can  the  Almighty  refine 

the 


*  Plow  weak,  how  pale,  how  haggard,  how  obfcene, 

What  more  than  death  in  every  face  and  mien  ! 

With  what  diftrefs,  and  glarings  of  afFright 

I'hey  fhock  the  heart,  and  turn  away  the  fight ! 

in  gloomy  orbs  their  trembling  eye-balls  roll, 

And  tell  the  horrid  fecrets  of  the  foul. 

Each  gefture  mourns,  each  look  is  black  with  care  ; 

And  every  groan  is  loadcn  with  defpair..  Young* 
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the  offsprings  of  the  earth  I  and  into  what  miracles 
of  glory  and  bleffednefs  can  he  form  them  !  * 

Now  the  Judge  is  come,  the  judgment-feat  is  erec- 
ted, the  dead  are  raifed.  And  what  follows  ?  Why 
the  uni verfal  convention  of  all  the  fons  of  men  before 
the  judgment-feat.  The  place  of  judgment  will  pro- 
bably be  the  extenfive  region  of  the  air,  the  moft  ca- 
pacious for  the  reception  of  fuch  a  multitude  ;  for  St- 
Paul  tells  us,  the  faints  fhall  be  caught  up  together  in  the 
clouds  to  meet  the  Lo-d  in  the  air.  i  'rheff.  iv.  17.  And 
that  the  air  will  be  the  place  of  judicature,  perhaps, 
may  be  intimated  when  our  Lord  is  reprefented  as 
coming  in  the  clouds,  and  fitting  upon  a  cloudy 
throne.  Thefe  expreflions  can  hardly  be  underftood 
literally,  for  clouds  which  conlift  of  vapours  and  ra- 
rified  particles  of  water,  feem  very  improper  materials 
for  a  chariot  of  ftate,  or  a  throne  of  judgment ;  but 
they  may  very  properly  intimate  that  Chrift  will 
make  his  appearance,  and  hold  his  court  in  the  regi- 
on of  the  clouds ;  that  is,  in  the  air ;  and  perhaps 
that  the  rays  of  light  and  majeftic  darknefs  ftiall  be 
fo  blended  around  him  as  to  form  the  appearance  of 
a  cloud  to  the  view  of  the  wondering  and  gazing 
world. 

To  this  upper  region,  from  whence  our  globe  will 
lie  open  to  view  far  and  wide,  will  ail  the  fons  of  men 
be  convened.  And  they  will  be  gathered  together 
by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  the  officers  of  this  grand 
court.  The  Son  of  man^  when  ho  comes  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven  with  power  and  great  glory ^flmll  fend  forth  his 
angels  with  a  great  found  of  the  trumpet  ;  and  they  Jlmll 
gather  together  his  ckd  from  the  four  winds  ^  and  from  one 
end  of  heaven  to  the  other.  Matt.  xxiv.  30,  31.     Their 

miniftry 

*  Mark,  on  the  r!r;ht,  how  amiable  a  grace! 
Their  Maker's  im;ige  frefli  in  every  face  ! 
What  purple  bloom  my  ravifircJ  foul  admires. 
And  tlicir  eyes  fparkling  with  immortal  fires! 
Triumphant  beauty  !   charms  that  rife  above 
This  vcrorld,  and  in  bleft  angels  kindle  love  !• 


O  I  the  tranfcendent  g'erics  of  the  Juft  !  Young, 
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miniftry  alfo  extends  to  the  wicked,  whom  they  will 
drag  away  to  judgment  and  execution,  and  fcparate 
from  the  righteous.  For  in  the  end  of  the  ivorld^  fays 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  man  Jloall  fend  forth  his  angels^  and 
they  fhall  gather  otet  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  cjf-'cndj 
and  them  that  work  iniquity^  andjhall  caji  them  into  a 
furnace  of  fire :  there  fhall  he  "xailing  and  gnaflnng  of 
teeth.  Ivlatt.  xiii.  40,  41,  42. 

What  an  auguft  convocation,  what  a  vaft  aflembly 
is  this  !  See  flights  of  angels  darting  round  the  globe 
from  eaft  to  weft,  from  pole  to  pole,  gathering  up 
here  and  there  the  fcattered  faints,  choofmg  them  out 
from  among  the  crowd  of  the  ungodly,  and  bearing 
them  aloft  on  their  wings  to  meet  their  Lord  in  the  air  / 
while  the  wretched  crowd  look  and  gaze,  and  ftretch 
their  hands,  and  would  mount  up  along  vAth  them  ; 
but,  alas !  they  muft  be  left  behind,  and  wait  for  ano- 
ther kind  of  convoy  ;  a  convoy  of  cruel,  unrelenting 
devils,  who  fhall  fnatch  them  up  as  their  prey  with 
malignant  joy,  and  place  them  before  the  flaming 
tribunal.  Now  all  the  fons  of  men  meet  in  one  im- 
menfe  aflembly.  Adam  beholds  the  long  line  of  his 
pofterity,  and  they  behold  their  common  father.  Now 
Europeans  and  Afiatics,  the  fwarthy  fons  of  Africa 
and  the  favages  of  America,  mingle  together.  Chrif- 
tians,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Pagans,  the  learned 
and  the  ignorant,  kings  and  fubjefts,  rich  and  poor, 
free  and  bond,  form  one  promifcuous  crowd.  Now 
all  the  vaft  armies  that  conquered  or  fell  under  Xerx- 
es, Darius,  Alexander,  Cxfar,  Scipio,  Tamerlane, 
Marlborough,  and  other  illuftrious  warriors,  unite  in 
one  vaft  army.  There,  in  fliort,  all  the  fucceflive  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  iFor  thoufands  of  years  appear 
in  one  aflembly.  And  how  inconceivably  great  muft 
the  number  be !  When  the  inhabitants  of  but  one 
.country  are  met  together,  you  are  ftruck  with  the 
furvcy.  Were  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  kingdom  con- 
vened in  one  place,  how  much  more  ftriking  would 
be  the  fight !  Were  all  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  king- 
doms 
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doms  of  the  earth  convened  in  one  general  rendez- 
vous, how  aftonifliing  and  vaft  would  be  the  multi»- 
tude  !    But  what  is  even  this  vaft  multitude  compar- 
ed with  the  long  fucceffion  of  generations  that  have 
peopled  the  globe,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries^ 
from  the  firft  commencement  of  time  to  the  laft  day  ! 
Here  numbers  fail,  and  our  thou^ts  are  loft  in  the 
immenfe  furvey.     The  extenfive  region  of  the  air  is 
very  properly  chofen  as  the  place  ot  judgment ;  for 
this  globe  would  not  be  fufficient  for  fuch  a  multi- 
^  tude  to  ftand  upon.  In  that  prodigious  affembly,  my 
brethren,  you  and  I  muft  mingle.    And  we  ihall  not 
be  loft  in  the  crowd,  nor  efcape  the  notice  of  our 
Judge ;  but  his  eye  will  be  as  particularly  fixed  upon 
every  one  as  though  there  were  but  one  before  hinu 
To  increafe  the  number,  and  add  a  majefty  and 
terror  to  the  affembly,  the  fallen  angels  alfo  make 
their  appearance  at  the  bar.  This  they  have  long  ex- 
pected with  horror,  as  the  period  when  their  con- 
summate mifery  is  to  commence.     When  Chrift,  in 
the  form  of  a  fervant,  exercifed  a  God-like  power 
over  them  in  the  days  of  his  refidence  upon  earth, 
they  almoft  miftook  his  firft  coming  as  a  Saviour  for 
his  fecond  coming  as  their  Judge ;  and  therefore  they 
expoftulated.  Art  thou  come  to  torment  us  before  the  time  ? 
Matt.  viii.  29.     That  is  to  fay.  We  expeft  thou  wilt 
at  laft  appear  to  torment  us,  but  we  did  not  expeft 
thy  coming  fo  foon.  Agreeable  to  this,  St.  Peter  tells 
us,  God  /pared  not  the  angels  that  finned^  but  caji  them 
down  to  hcll^  and  delivered  them  as  prif oners  into  chains 
cf  darknefsj  to  be  referved  unto  judgment.    2  Peter  ii.  4. 
To  the  fame  purpofe  St.  Jude  fpeaks  :    The  angels 
which  kept  not  their  jirjl  ejiate^  but  left  their  own  habita-- 
tion^  he  hath  referved  in  everlajiing  chains  under  dark^ 
nefs^  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  Jude  6.   What 
horribly  majeftic  figures  will  thefe  be !  and  what  a 
dreadful  appearance  will  they  make  at  the  bar !  an- 
gels and  archangels,  thrones,  and  dominions,  and 
principalities,  and  powers  blaftcd,  ftripped  of  their 

primaeval 
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primaeval  glories,  and  lying  in  ruins ;  yet  majeftic 
even  in  ruins,  giffantic  forms  of  terror  and  deform- 
ity ;  great  though  degraded,  horribly  illuftrious,  an- 
gels fallen,  gods  undeified  and  depofed.* 

Now  the  Judge  is  feated,  and  anxious  millions  ftand 
before  him  waiting  for  their  doom.  As  yet  there  is 
no  fqparation  made  between  them  ;  but  men  and  de- 
vils, mnts  and  finners,  are  promifcuoufly  blended  to- 
gether. But  fee !  at  the  order  of  the  Judge,  the  crowd 
is  all  in  motion ;  they  part,  they  fort  together  accord- 
ing to  their  charafter,  and  divide  to  the  right  and 
left.  When  all  nations  are  gathered  before  tlye  Son  of  man^ 
himfelf  has  told  us,  he  Jhall  feparate  them  one  from  an-- 
other ^  as  a  jhepherd  divideth  his  Jhecp  from  the  goats  ; 
and  hefhall  fet  thejheep  on  his  right  hand^  but  the  goats 
en  the  left.  Matt.  xxv.  32,  33.  And,  O  !  what  llrangc 
reparations  are  now  made !  what  multitudes  that  once 
ranked  themfelves  among  the  faints,  and  were  highly 
cfteemed  for  their  piety  by  others  as  well  as  them- 
felves, are  now  banifhed  from  among  them,  and  pla- 
ced with  the  trembling  criminals  on  the  left  hand ! 
and  how  many  poor,  honeft-hearted,  doubting,  def- 
ponding  fouls,  whofe  foreboding  fears  had  often  pla- 
ced them  there,  now  find  themfelves,  to  their  agree- 
able furprife,  ftationed  on  the  right  hand  of  their 
Judge,  who  fmiles  upon  them  !  What  connections 
are  now  broken  !  what  hearts  torn  afunder !  what 
intimate  companions,  what  dear  relations,  parted  for- 
ever !  neighbour  from  neighbour,  mailers  from  fer- 
vants,  friend  from  friend,  parents  from  children,  huf- 
band  from  wife ;  thofe  who  were  but  one  flefli,  and 
who  lay  in  one  another's  bofoms,  muft  part  for  ever. 

Thofe 


the  foe  of  God  sind  man, 


From  his  dark  den,  blafpheming,  drags  his  chain, 

And  rears  his  brazen  front,  with  thunder  fcarr'd ; 

Receives  his  fentence,  and  begins  his  hell. 

All  vengeance  pad,  now  feems  abundant  grace  1 

Like  meteors  in  a  (lormy  iky,  how  loU 

His  baleful  eyes  !  he  curfes  whom  he  dreads, 

And  deems  it  the  firft  moment  of  his  fall,  Youxr,, 
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Thofe  that  lived  in  the  fame  country,  who  fuftained 
the  fame  denomination,  who  worlhipped  in  the  lame 
place,  who  lived  under  one  roof,  who  lay  in  the  fame 
womb,  and  fucked  the  fame  breafts,  muft  now  part 
for  ever.  And  is  there  no  feparation  likely  to  be  made 
then  in  our  families  or  in  our  congregation  ?    Is  it 
likely  we  fliail  all  be  placed  in  a  body  upon  the  right 
hand  ?  Are  all  the  members  of  our  families  prepared 
for  that  glorious  ftation  ?  Alas !  are  there  not  fome 
families  among  us  who,  it  is  to  be  feared,  fliall  aH  be 
fent  off  to  the  left  hand,  without  fo  much  as  one  ex* 
ception  ?  for  who  are  thofe  miferablc  multitudes  on 
the  left  hand  ?    There,  through  the  medium  of  reve- 
lation, I  fee  the  drunkard,  the  fwcarer,  the  whore- 
monger, the  liar,  the  defrauder,  and  the  various  claf* 
fes  of  profane,  profligate  finners-     There  I  fee  the 
unbeliever,  the  impenitent  the  lukewarm  formalift, 
and  the  various  claffes  of  hypocrites  and  half-chrifti* 
ans.     There  I  fee  the  families  that  call  not  upon  God*s 
name,  and  whole  nations  that  forget  him.     And,  O  I 
what  vaft  multitudes,  what  miUions  of  millions  of 
millions  do  all  thefe  make !    And  do  not  fome,  alas  ! 
do  not  many  of  you  belong  to  one  or  other  of  thefe 
claffes  of  fmners  whom  God,  and  Chrift,  and  fcrip- 
ture,  and  confcience,  confpire  to  condemn  ?  If  fo,  to 
the  left  hand  you  muft  depart  among  devils  and  trem- 
bling criminals,  whofe  guilty  minds  forbode  their 
doom  before  the  judicial  procefs  begins.     But  who 
are  thofe  elorious  immortals  upon  the  right  hand  ? 
They  are  thofe  who  now  mourn  over  their  fins,  refift 
and  forfake  them  ;  they  are  thofe  who  have  furren- 
deredthemfelves  entirely  to  God,through  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  have  lieartily  complied  with  the  method  of  falva- 
tion  revealed  in  the  gpfpel ;  who  have  been  formed 
new  creatures  by  the  almighty  power  of  God ;  who 
make  it  the  moft  earneft  perfevering  endeavour  of 
their  lives  to  work  out  their  own  falvation,  and  to 
live  righteoufly,  foberly,  and  godly  in  the  world- 
Thcfe  are  fome  of  the  principal  lineaments  of  their 

character 
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charafter  who  fhall  have  their  fafe  and  honourable 
ilation  at  the  right  hand  of  the  fovereign  Judge.  And 
is  not  this  the  prevailing  charafter  of  fome  of  you  ? 
I  hope  and  believe  it  is.  Through  the  mediuth  of 
fcripture-revelation  then  I  fee  you  in  that  bleffed  fta- 
tion.  And,  O  !  I  would  make  an  appointment  with 
you  this  day  to  meet  you  there.  Yes,  let  us  this  day 
appoint  the  time  and  place  where  we  fliall  meet  af- 
ter the  feparation  and  difperfion  that  death  will  make 
among  us  :  and  let  it  be  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Judge  at  the  laft  day.  If  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain 
fome  humble  place  there,  I  fhall  look  out  for  you, 
my  dear  people.  There  I  fhall  expect  your  compa- 
ny, that  we  may  afcend  together  to  join  in  the  more 
exalted  fervices  and  enjoyments  of  heaven,  as  we 
have  frequently  in  the  humbler  forms  of  worfhip  in 
the  church  on  earth.  But,  O  !  when  I  think  what 
unexpefted  feparations  will  then  be  made,  I  trem- 
ble lefl  I  fhould  mifs  fome  of  you  there.  And  are 
you  not  afraid  left  you  fhould  mifs  fome  of  your 
friends,  or  fome  of  your  families  there  ?  or  that  you 
fhould  then  fee  them  move  oflFto  the  left  hand,  and 
looking  back  with  eagernefs  upon  you  as  if  they  would 
fay,  "  This  is  my  doom  through  your  carelefTnefs ; 
had  you  but  afted  a  faithful  part  towards  me,  while 
converfant  with  you  or  under  your  care,  I  might  now 
have  had  my  place  among  the  faints.*'  O  !  how  could 
you  bear  fuch  fignificant  piercing  looks  from  a  child, 
a  fervant,  or  a  friend  ?  Therefore  now  do  all  in  your 
power  to  convert  ftnners  from  the  error  of  their  way^ 
and  to  fave  their  fouls  from  death. 

When  we  entered  upon  this  practical  digreffion, 
we  left  all  things  ready  for  the  judicial  procefs.  And 
now  the  trial  begins.  Now  God  judges  the  fecrets  of 
men  by  Jefus  Chrifi.  Rom.  ii.  16.  All  the  works  of 
all  the  fons  of  men  will  then  be  tried  \  for^  fays  St. 
Paul,  we  mufi  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrifij 
that  every  man  may  receive  the  things  done  in  the  body  ac^ 
cording  to  what  he  haih  done^  whether  it  be  good,  or  whe^ 

Vol.  IL  D  iher 


i8  The  Univerfal  Judgment.        Serm.  ^o. 

fher  it  be  evil.  2  Cor.  v.  i  o.  St.  John  in  his  vifion 
faw  the  dead  judged  according  to  their  works.  Rev.  xx. 
12,  13.  Thefe  works  immediately  refer  to  the  afti- 
ons  of  the  life,  but  they  may  alfo  include  the  inward 
temper,  and  thoughts  of  the  foul,  and  the  words  of 
the  lips ;  for  all  thefe  fliall  be  brought  into  judgment. 
God^  fays  Solomon,  will  bring  every  work  into  judg- 
ment^ and  every  fecret  things  whether  it  be  good j  or  whether 
it  be  evil.  Eccl.  xii,  14.  And  though  we  are  too  apt 
to  think  our  words  are  free,  he  that  is  to  be  our 
Judge  has  told  us,  ihztfor  every  idle  word  which  men 
Jhall  fpeak^  they  Jhall  give  an  account  in  the  day  of  yudg- 
mcnt ;  for  by  thy  words^  as  well  as  thy  anions,  thou 
Jhalt  be  jujitfied  ;  and  by  tj^y  words  thou  fhalt  be  con^- 
demned.    Matt.  xii.  36,  37. 

What  ftrange  difcoveries  will  this  trial  make? 
what  noble  difpofitions  that  never  flione  in  full  beau- 
ty to  mortal  eyes  ;  what  generous  purpofes  crulhed 
in  embryo  for  want  of  power  to  execute  them ;  what 
pious  and  noble  aftions  concealed  under  the  veil  of 
modefty,  or  mifconftrued  by  ignorance  and  preju- 
dice ;  what  afFeftionate  afpirations,  what  devout  ex- 
ercifes  of  heart,  which  lay  open  only  to  the  eyes  of 
Omnifcience,  are  now  brought  to  full  light,  and  re- 
ceive the  approbation  of  the  fupreme  Judge  before 
the  affembled  univerfe  ?  But  on  the  other  hand,  what 
works  of  fliame  and  darknefs,  what  hidden  things  of 
diflionefty,  what  dire  fecrets  of  treachery,  hypocrify, 
le\Mdnefs,  and  various  forms  of  wickednefs  artfully 
and  indultrioufly  concealed  from  human  fight,  what 
horrid  exploits  of  fin  now  burft  to  light  in  all  their 
hellifh  colours,  to  the  confufion  of  the  guilty,  and  the 
aftonifiiment  and  horror  of  the  univerfe  ?  Sure,  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  muft  then  appear  like  the  annals 
of  hell,  or  the  biography  of  devils !  Then  the  mafk 
of  difllmulation  will  be  torn  off.  Clouded  charac- 
ters \^dll  clear  up,  and  men  as  well  as  things  will 
av,*vec  r  lii  their  true  light.  Their  hearts  will  be  as  it 
Y^crc  turned  outwards,  and  all  their  fecrets  expofed 

to 
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to  full  view.  The  defign  of  the  judicial  inquiry  will 
not  be  to  inform  the  omiiifcient  Judge,  but  to  con- 
vince all  worlds  of  the  juftice  of  his  proceedings  j 
and  this  defign  renders  it  neceffary  that  all  thefe 
things  fliould  be  laid  open  to  their  fight,  that  they 
may  fee  the  grounds  upon  which  he  paffes  fentence. 
And  may  not  the  profpecl  of  fuch  a  difcovery  fill 
fome  of  you  with  horror  ?  for  many  of  your  aftions, 
and  efpecially  of  your  thoughts,  will  not  bear  the 
light.  How  would  it  confound  you,  if  they  were 
now  all  publifhed,  even  in  the  fmall  circle  of  your 
acquaintance  ?  How  then  can  you  bear  to  have  them 
alt  fully  expofed  before  God,  angels,  and  men  !  Will 
it  not  confound  you  with  Ihame,  and  make  you  ob- 
jefts  of  everlafl:ing  contempt  to  all  worlds  ? 

Thefe  are  the  fafts  to  be  tried.  But  by  what  rule 
Ihall  they  be  tried  ?  From  the  goodnefs  and  jufl:ice 
of  God  we  may  conclude  that  m.en  will  be  judged 
by  fome  rule  known  to  them,  or  which  at  leait  it 
was  in  their  power  to  know.  No^y  the  light  of  rea- 
fon,  the  law  of  nature,  or  confcience,  is  an  univerfal 
rule,  and  univerfally  known,  or  at  leafi:  knowable  by 
all  the  fons  of  men.  Heathens  and  Mahometans  as  well 
as  Jews  and  Chriftians :  and  therefore  all  mankind 
Ihall  be  judged  by  this  rule.  This  the  confciences  of 
all  now  forebode ;  for  when  the  Gentiles^  which  have 
not  the  law^  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  lawj 
thefe^  not  having  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themf elves ^ 
which  Jhew  the  works  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts ^ 
their  confcience  alfo  bearing  witnefs^  and  their  thoughts 
the  mean  while  accujing  or  elfe  excufing  one  another. 
Rom.  ii.  14,  15.  By  this  rule  their  confciences  now 
acquit  or  condemn  them,  becaufe  they  know  that  by 
this  rule  they  fliall  then  be  judged  :  this  feems  to  be 
a  kind  of  innate  prefentment  of  human  nature.  As 
the  heathens  were  invincibly  ignorant  of  every  rule 
but  this,  they  fliall  be  judged  by  this  only.  But  as  to 
thofe  parts  of  the  world  that  enjoyed  or  might  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  revelation,  whether  by  tradition 

with 
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with  the  Ante-Mofaic  world,  or  in  the  writings  crfl' 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  with  the  Jews,  or  in  the 
clearer  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  with  the  chriflian 
world,  they  fliall  be  judged  by  this  revealed  law.  And 
by  how  much  the  more  perfed  the  rule,  by  fo  much 
the  ftri  Aer  will  their  account  be.  That  which  would 
be  an  excufable  infirmity  in  an  African  or  an  Ameri- 
can Indian,  may  be  an  aggravated  crime  in  us  who  en- 
joy fuch  fuperior  advantages.  This  is  evident  from  the 
repeated  declarations  of  facred  writ.  As  many  as  have 
ftnned  without  the  law^  (that  is,  without  the  written 
or  revealed  hcw^Jhall  alfo  perijh  without  the  law  ;  an4 
as  many  as  have  finned  in  the  law  ftiall  be  judged  by 
the  law,  in  the  day  when  God  fliall  judge  the  fecrets 
of  men  according  to  my  gofpel.  Rom.  ii.  1 2,  1 6.  If 
I  had  not  come  and  fpoken  unto  them,  fays  the  bleflTed 
Jefus,  they  would  not  have  had  Jin  ;  that  is,  they  would 
not  have  had  fin  fo  aggravated,  or  they  would  not 
have  had  the  particular  fin  of  unbelief  in  rejedingthc 
Mefliah  :  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  ftn,  John 
XV.  22.  that  is,  now  when  they  have  had  fuch  abund- 
ant conviftion,  they  are  utterly  inexcufable.  This^ 
fays  he,  is  the  condemnation  ;  that  is,  this  is  the  occa- 
fion  of  the  moft  aggravated  condemnation,  that  light 
is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  love  darknefs  rather  than 
light,  becaufe  their  deeds  are  eviL  John  iii.  1 9.  That 
fervant  which  knew  his  lord^s  will,  and  prepared  not  him- 
felf,  neither  did  according  to  his  will,  Jhall  be  beaten  with 
many  Jlripes  ;  but  he  that  knew  not,  and  did  commit  things 
worthy  of  Jlripes  (obferve,  ignorance  is  no  fufficient 
excufe,  except  when  invincible)  Jhall  be  beaten  with 
few  Jlripes  ;  for  unto  whomjoever  much  is  given,  of  him 
Jloall  be  much  required.  Liike  xii.  47,  48.  Upon  thefe 
maxims  of  eternal  righteoufhefs,  the  Judge  will  pro- 
ceed in  pronouncing  the  doom  of  theworld  ;  and  it 
was  upon  thefe  principles  he  declared,  in  the  days  of 
his  flefli,  that  it  jhould  be  more  tolerable  in  the  day  of 
judgment  for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  for  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
than  for  thofe  places  that  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 

his 
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his  miniftry,  and  mifimproved  it.  Matt.  xi.  21,  24* 
Whether  upon  thefe  principles  finners  among  us 
have  not  reafon  to  expeft  they  will  obtain  an  horrid 
precedence  among  the  millions  of  finners  in  that  day, 
I  leave  you  to  judge,  and  to  tremble  at  the  thought. 

There  is  another  reprefentation  of  this  proceeding 
which  we  often  meet  with  in  the  facred  writings,  in 
allufion  to  the  forms  of  proceedings  in  human  courts. 
In  courts  of  law  law-books  are  referred  to,  opened, 
and  read  for  the  direftion  of  the  judges,  and  fentence 
is  paffed  according  to  them.  In  allufion  to  this  cut 
tom,  Daniel,  in  vifion,  faw  the  judgment  fet^  and  the 
books  were  opened.  Dan.  vii.  10.  And  St.  John  had 
the  fame  reprefentation  made  to  him  :  I  faw  the  dead^ 
fays  htj/mall  and  greats  Jiand  before  God,  and  the  books 
were  opened ;  and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the 
Tfook  of  life  ;  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  the  things 
which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their  works., 
Rev.  XX.  12. 

Should  we  purfue  this  fignificant  allufion,  we  may 
fay,  then  will  be  opened  the  book  of  the  law  of  na- 
ture ;  and  mankind  will  be  tried  according  to  its 
precepts,  and  doomed  according  to  its  fentence. — 
This  is  a  plain  and  vaft  volume,  open  and  legible  now 
to  all  that  can  read  their  own  hearts  ;  that  have  eyes 
to  look  round  upon  the  works  of  God,  which  fliew 
his  glory  and  their  duty  ;  and  who  have  ears  to  hear 
the  leftures  which  the  fun  and  moon,  and  all  the 
works  of  creation,  read  to  them  night  and  day. 
Then  too  will  be  opened  the  book  of  fcripture-reve- 
lation,  in  all  its  parts,  both  the  law  of  Mofes  and  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift ;  and  according  to  it  will  thofe  be 
judged  who  lived  under  one  or  other  of  thefe  difpen- 
fations.  Then  it  will  appear  that  that  neglefted, 
old-fafhioned  book  called  the  Bible,  is  not  a  romance, 
or  a  fyftem  of  trifling  truths,  but  the  ft^idard  of  life 
and  death  to  all  who  had  accefs  to  it.  Then  will  alfo 
be  opened  the  book  of  God's  remembrance.  In  that 
are  recorded  all  the  thoughts,  words,  actions,  both 

good 
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good  and  bad,  of  all  the  fons  of  men  ;  and  now  the 
immenfe  account  fliall  be  publickly  read  before  the 
affembled  univerfe.  Then  likewife  as  a  counterpart 
to  this  will  be  opened  the  book  of  confcience  ;  con- 
fcience  which,  though  unnoticed,  writes  our  whole 
hiftory  as  with  an  iron  pen,  and  the  point  of  a  dia- 
mond.* Then  alfo,  we  are  exprefsly  told,  will  be 
opened  the  book  of  life.  Rev-  xx.  1 2.  in  which  are 
contained  all  the  names  of  all  the  heirs  of  Heaven^ 
This  feems  to  be  an  allufion  to  thofe  regifters  which 
are  kept  in  cities  or  corporations,  of  the  names  of  all 
the  citizens  or  members  who  have  a  right  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  fociety.  And  I  know  not  what  we 
can  underftand  by  it  fo  properly  as  the  perfeft  know- 
ledge which  the  omnifcient  God  has,  and  always  had 
from  eternity,  of  thofe  on  whom  he  purpofed  to  be- 
ftow  eternal  life,  and  whom  he  has  from  eternity,  as 
it  were,  regiftered  as  members  of  the  general  aflem- 
bly  and  church  of  the  firft  born,  who  are  written  in 
heaven,  or  as  denizens  of  that  bleffed  city.  Thefe, 
having  been  all  prepared  by  his  grace  in  time,  fhall 
be  admitted  into  the  New  Jerufalem  in  that  day  of 
the  Lord. 

Farther,  the  reprefentation  which  the  fcripture 
gives  us  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day  leads  us  to 

conceive 

♦  O  treacherous  Confcieiroe  !  while  flie  feems  to  deep 
On  rofe  and  myrtle,  luird  with  Syren  fong  ; 
While  (he  feems,  nodding  o'er  her  charge,  to  drop 
On  headlong  appetite  the  flackened  rein, 
And  give  us  up  to  licence  Amrccaird, 
Unmark'd — as  from  behind  her  fecret  fland 
The  fly  informer  minutes  ev*ry  fault, 
And  her  dread  diary  with  horror  fills- 
Unnoted  notes  each  moment  mifapply'd, 
In  leaves  more  durable  than  leaves  of  brafs, 
Writes  our  whole  hiftory  ;  which  Death  fliall  read 
In  every  pale  offenders  private  ear  ; 
And  Judgment  publifli,  publifli  to  more  worlds 
Than  this  ;  and  endlefs  age  in  groans  refound. 
Such,  fmner,  is  that  flceper  in  thy  breaft  : 
Such  is  her  (lumber  ;  and  her  vengeance  fuch 
For  flighted  counfel Young. 
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conceive  of  witneffes  being  produced  to  prove  the 
fafts.  The  omnifcient  judge  will  be  a  witnefs  againft 
the  guilty.  /  will  come  near  to  you  to  judgment^  and  I  will 
be  afwift  witnefs  againji  the  forcerers^  and  againji  the 
Jhvearersy  and  againji  the  adulterers^  and  againji  thofe  that 
opprefs^  and  againji  thofe  that  fear  not  me^  faith  the  Lord 
BfHoJis.  Mai.  iii.  5.  And  he  will  no  doubt  be  a  wit- 
nefs for  his  people,  and  atteft  their  fincere  piety,  their 
intereft  in  Chrift,  and  thofe  good  difpofitions  or 
actions  which  were  known  only  to  him. 

Angels  alfo,  that  miniftered  to  the  heirs  of  falvati- 
on,  and  no  doubt  infpecied  the  affairs  of  mankind, 
will  be  witneffes.  Devils  too  who  once  tempted,  will 
now  become  accufers.  Confcience  within  will  alfo 
be  a  witnefs  ?  it  fhall  acquit  the  righteous  of  many 
unjufl  imputations,  and  attefl  the  uncerity  of  their 
hearts  and  their  many  good  actions.  But,  O !  it  will 
be  the  mofl  terrible  witnefs  againfl  the  ungodly  ! — 
They  Ivill  be  witneffes  againfl  themfelves  ( Jofh.  xxiv. 
22.)  and  this  will  render  them  felf-tormentors.  Con- 
fcience will  re-echo  to  the  voice  of  the  Judge,  and 
cry  Guilty,  guilty,  to  all  his  accufations.  And  who 
can  make  the  wicked  happy  when  they  torment  them- 
felves ?  Who  can  acquit  them  when  they  are  felf- 
condemned  ?  Confcience,  whofe  evidence  is  now  fo 
often  fuppreffed,  will  then  have  full  fcope,  and  fhall 
be  regarded.  Whom  confcience  condemns,  the  righ- 
teous Judge  will  alfo  condemn  :  for  if  our  hearts  con- 
demn us^  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts^  andknoweth  all 
things^  I  John  iii.  20.  knoweth  many  more  grounds 
for  condemning  us  than  we,  and  therefore  much  more 
will  he  condemn  us.  In  fhort,  fo  full  will  be  evidence 
againfl  the  finner,  that  the  fcripture,  which  is  full  of 
ftriking  imagery  to  affect  human  nature,  gives  life  to 
inanimated  things  upon  this  occafion,  and  reprefents 
them  as  fpeaking.  Stones  and  dufl  fhall  witnefs  againfl 
the  ungodly.  The  dufl  under  the  feet  of  their  minifters 
fhaUwitnefs  againfl  them.  Matt.  x.  14.  Thejioncjhallcry 
out  of  the  wall^  and  the  beam  out  of  the  timber f mil  onfiver 
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H.  Hab.  ii.  11.  The  nift  of  their  gold  and  filver  fliall 
be  a  witnefs  againft  them,  and  fliall  eat  their  flefti  as 
it  were  fire.  James  v.  3.  Nay,  the  heavens  fliall  re- 
veal their  iniquity,  and  the  earth  fliall  rife  up  againft 
them.  Job  xx.  2j.  Heaven  and  earth  were  called 
to  witnefs  that  life  and  death  were  fet  before  them, 
Deut.  XXX.  1 9.  and  now  they  will  give  in  their  evi- 
dence that  they  chufe  death.  Thus  God  and  all  his 
creatures,  heaven,  earth  and  hell  rife  up  againft  them, 
accufe  and  condenm  them.  And  will  not  finners 
accufe  and  witnefs  againft  one  another  ?  Undoubt- 
edly they  will.  They  who  lived  or  converfed  toge- 
ther upon  earth,  and  were  fpectators  of  each  other's 
conduct,  will  then  turn  mutual  witneffes  againft  each 
other.  O,  tremendous  thought !  that  friend  fhould 
inform  and  witnefs  againft  friend ;  parents  againft 
children,andchildren  againft  parents ;  minifters againft 
their  people,  and  people  againft  their  minifters !  Alas ! 
what  a  confounding  teftimony  againft  each  other  muft 
thofe  give  in  who  are  now  finning  together ! 

Thus  the  way  is  prepared  for  the  paffing  fentence. 
The  cafe  was  always  clear  to  the  omnifcient  Judge, 
but  now  it  is  fo  fully  difcuffed  and  attefted  by  fo 
many  evidences,  that  it  is  quite  plain  to  the  whole 
world  of  creatures  who  can  judge  only  by  fuch  evi- 
dence, and  for  whofe  conviction  the  formality  of  a 
judicial  procefs  is  appointed.  How  long  a  time  this 
grand  court  will  fit  we  cannot  determinje,  nor  has 
God  thought  fit  to  inform  us  ;  but  when  we  confider 
how  particular  the  trial  will  be,  and  the  innumerable 
multitude  to  be  tried,  it  feems  reafonable  to  fuppofe 
it  will  be  a  long  feflion.  It  is  indeed  often  called  a 
day ;  but  it  is  evident  a  day  in  fuch  cafes  does  not 
fignify  a  natural  day,  but  the  fpace  of  time  allotted 
for  tranfafting  a  bufinefs,  though  it  be  an  hundred, 
or  even  a  thoufand  years.  Creatures  are  incapable 
of  viewing  all  things  at  once,  and  therefore  fince  the 
trial,  as  I  obfervcd,  is  intended  to  convince  them  of 
the  equity  of  the  divine  proceedings,  it  is  proper  the 

proceedings 
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proceedings  fhould  be  particular  and  leifurely,  that 
they  may  have  time  to  obferve  them. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  grand  crifis  upon  which 
the  eternal  ftates  of  all  mankind  turn  ;  I  mean  the 
pafling  the  great  dedfive  fentence.  Heaven  and  earth 
are  all  filence  and  attention,  while  the  Judge  with 
fmiles  in  his  face  and  a  voice  fweeter  than  heavenly 
mufic,  turns  to  the  glorious  company  on  his  right 
hand,  and  pours  all  the  joys  of  heaven  into  their  fouls 
in  that  tranfporting  fentence,  of  which  he  has  graci- 
oufly  left  us  a  copy :  Come,  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father  ;  in- 
herit the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  Every  word  is  full  of  empnafis,  full  of 
heaven,  and  exaftly  agreeable  to  the  defires  of  thole 
to  whom  it  is  addreffed.  They  defired,  and  longed, 
and  languifhed  to  be  near  their  Lord ;  and  now  their 
Lord  invites  them.  Come  near  me,  and  dwell  with 
me  for  ever.  There  was  nothing  they  defired  fo 
much  as  the  bleffing  of  God,  nothing  they  feared  fo 
much  as  his  curfe,  and  now  their  fears  are  entirely 
removed  and  their  defigns  fully  accompliflied,  for 
the  fupreme  Judge  pronounces  them  bleffed  of  his  Fa- 
ther. They  were  all  poor  in  fpirit,  moft  of  them 
poor  in  this  world,  and  all  fenfible  of  their  unworthi- 
nefs.  How  agreeable  then  are  they  furprifed  to  hear 
themfelves  invited  to  a  kingdom,  invited  to  inherit 
a  kingdom,  as  princes  of  the  blood-royal,  born  to 
thrones  and  crowns !  How  will  they  be  loft  in  won- 
der, joy,  and  praife,  to  find  that  the  great  God  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  love  towards  them  before  they 
had  a  being,  or  the  world  in  which  they  dwelt  had  its 
foundation  laid,  and  that  he  was  preparing  a  king- 
dom for  them,  while  they  were  nothing,  unknown 
even  in  idea,  except  to  himfelf?  O!  brethren,  dare 
any  of  us  expect  this  fentence  will  be  pafled  upon  us  ? 
Methinks  the  very  thought  overwhelms  us.  Me- 
thinks  our  feeble  frames  muft  be  unable  to  bear  up 
under  the  extatic  hope  of  fo  fweetly  oppreifive  a  blef- 
fednefs.     O  !  if  this  be  our  fentence  in  tiiat  day,  it  is 
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no  matter  what  we  fufFer  in  the  intermediate  fpace ; 
that  fentcnce  would  conpenfate  for  all,  and  annihilate 
the  fufFerings  of  ten  thoufand  years. 

But  hark !  another  fentence  breaks  from  the 
mouth  of  the  angry  Judge,  like  vengeful  thunder. 
Nature  gives  a  deep  tremendous  groan  j  the  heavens 
lower  and  gather  blacknefs,  the  earth  trembles,  and 
guilty  millions  fink  with  horror  at  the  found  !  And 
lee !  he  whofe  words  are  works,  whofe  fiat  produced 
worlds  out  of  nothing ;  he  who  could  remand  ten 
thoufand  worlds  into  nothing  with  a  frown ;  he 
whofe  thunder  quelled  the  infurredion  of  rebel-angels 
in  heaven,  and  hurled  them  head-long  down,  down, 
down  to  the  dungeon  of  hell ;  fee,  he  turns  to  the 
guilty  croud  on  his  left  hand  ;  his  angry  countenance 
difcovers  the  righteous  indignation  that  glows  in  his 
breafl: : — ^his  countenance  befpeaks  him  inexorable, 
and  that  there  is  now  no  room  for  prayers  and  tears. 
Now  the  fweet,  mild,  mediatorial  hour  is  paft,  and 
nothing  appears  but  the  majefty  and  terror  of  the 
Judge.  Horror  and  darknefs  frown  upon  his  brows, 
and  vindiftivc  lightnings  flafli  from  his  eyes.  And 
now  (O  !  who  can  bear  the  found !)  he  fpeaks.  Depart 
from  me  ye  curfed^  into  everlaftingjire^  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.  O  !  the  cutting  emphafis  of 
every  word!  Depart !  depart  from  Me  ;  from  Me, 
the  Author  of  all  good,  the  Fountain  of  all  good,  the 
Fountain  of  all  happinefs.  Depart,  with  all  my  hea- 
vy all-confuming  curfe  upon  you.  Depart  into  fire, 
into  everlafliing,  into  everlafi:ing  fire,  prepared,  fur- 
niflied  with  fuel,  and  blown  up  into  rage,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels  ;  once  your  companions 
in  fin,  and  now  the  companions  and  the  executioners 
of  your  punilhmenL 

Now  the  grand  period  is  arrived  in  which  the^final 
everlaftingfi:ates  of  mankind  are  unchangeablyfettled. 
From  this  all  important  aera  their  happinefs  or  mifery 
runs  on  in  one  uniform,  uninterrupted  tenor ;  no 
change,  no  gradation,  but  from  glory  to  glory,  in  the 
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fcale  of  perfedion,  or  from  gulpli  to  gulph  in  hell- 
This  is  the  day  in  which  all  the  fchemes  of  Provi- 
dence, carried  on  for  thoufands  of  years,  terminate. 

"  Great  day !  for  wliich  all  other  days  were  made  : 
For  which  earth  rofc  from  chaos  ;'  man  from  earth  ; 
And  an  eternity,  the  date  of  gods, 
Defcended  on  poor  earth-c  reated  man  ! ' ' —  Y  o  u  k  c  , 

Time  was  \  but  is  no  more  !  Now  all  the  fons  of 
men  enter  upon  a  duration  not  to  be  meafured  by 
the  revolutions  of  the  fun,  nor  by  days,  and  months, 
and  years.  Now  eternity  dawns,  a  day  that  fliall 
never  fee  an  evening.  And  this  terribly  iliuftrious 
morning  is  folemnized  with  the  execution  of  the  fen- 
tence.  No  fooner  is  it  paffed  than  immediately  the 
wicked  go  away  into  everlajiing  punijhment^  but  the  righ- 
teous into  life  eternal.  Matt.  xxv.  46.  See  the  aftonifli- 
ed  thunder-ftruck  multitude  on  the  left  hand,  with 
fullen  horror,  and  grief,  and  defpair  in  their  looks,, 
writhing  with  agony,  crying  and  wringing  their 
hands,  and  glancing  a  wifliful  eye  towards  that  hea- 
ven which  they  loft ;  dragged  away  by  devils  to  the 
place  of  execution  !  See  hell  expands  her  voracious 
jaws,  and  fwallows  them  up !  and  now  an  eternal 
farewell  to  earth  and  all  its  enjoyments  !  Farewell  to 
the  cheerful  light  of  Heaven !  Farewell  to  hope,  that 
fweet  relief  of  affliftion  1 

•"  Farewell  happy  fields,      ^ 


Where  joy  for  ever  dwells  !  Hail  honors  !  hail 

Infernal  world  !  and  thou  profoundeft  hell, 

Receive  thy  new  pofleffors  !'*  Milton. 

Heaven  frowns  upon  them  from  above,  the  horrors 
of  hell  fpread  far  and  wide  around  them,  and  confci- 
cnce  within  preys  upon  their  hearts.  Confcience  ! 
O  thou  abufed,  exafperated  power,  that  now  flecpeft 
in  fa  many  breafts,  what  fevere,  ample  revenge  wilt 
thou  then  take  upon  thofe  that  now  dare  to  do  thee 
violence  !  O  the  dire  reflexions  which  memory  will 
then  fuggeft  !  the  remembrance  of  mercies  abufed  ! 

of 


28  The  Unherfal  JudgmenU         Serm.  20. 

of  a  Saviour  flighted  !  of  means  and  opportunities  of 
falvation  neglefted  and  loft  !  this  remembrance  will 
Iting  the  heart  like  a  fcorpion.  But  O  eternity !  eter- 
nity !  with  what  horror  will  thy  name  circulate  thro* 
the  vaults  of  hell !  eternity  in  mifery !  no  end  to 
pain  !  no  hope  of  an  end  !  O  this  is  the  hell  of  Hell ! 
tliis  is  the  parent  of  defpair  !  defpair  the  direft  ingre- 
dient of  mifery,  the  moft  tormenting  paflion  wmch 
devils  feel. — But  let  us  view  a  more  delightful  and 
illuftrious  fcene. 

Sec  the  bright  and  triumphant  army  marching  up 
to  their  eternal  home,  under  the  conduft  of  the  Cap- 
tain of  their  falvation,  where  they  Jhall  ever  be  with 
the  Lord  J  i  Thefl'.  iv.  17.  as  happy  as  their  nature  in 
its  higheft  improvements  is  capable  of  being  made. 
With  what  fliouts  of  joy  and  triumph  do  they  afcend! 
with  what  fublime  hallelujahs  do  they  crown  their 
Deliverer  !  with  what  wonder  and  joy,  with  what 
plealing  horror,  like  one  that  has  narrowly  efcaped 
fome  tremendous  precipice,  do  they  look  back  upon 
what  they  once  were  !  once  mean,  guilty,  depraved, 
condemned  finners  !  afterward  imperfect,  broken- 
hearted, fighing,  weeping  faints !  but  now  innocent, 
holy,  happy,  glorious  immortals  ! 

"  Are  thefe  the  forms  that  mouldered  in  the  duft  ? 

O  the  tranfcendant  glories  of  the  juft  !"  Young, 

Now  with  what  pleafure  and  rapture  do  they  look 
forward  through  the  long,  long  profpeft  of  immor- 
tality, and  call  it  their  own  !  the  duration  not  only 
of  their  exillencc,  but  of  their  happinefs  and  glory  ! 
O  fhail  any  of  us  fliare  in  this  immenfely  valuable 
privilege  I  how  immenfely  tranfporting  the  thought ! 

ShuU  we,  who  feme  few  years  ago  were  lefs 
Than  worm,  or  mite,  or  fliadow  can  exprels  ; 
Were  nothing  ;  fhall  we  live,  when  every  fire 
Of  every  liar  fliall  languifh  or  expire  ? 
When  earth's  no  more,  fhdi  we  furvivc  above, 
And  through  the  fhining  ranks  of  angels  move  ? 
Or,  as  before  the  throne  of  God  we  (land, 
See  new  worlds  rolling  from  his  mighty  hand  ?— 

All 
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All  that  has  being  in  full  concert  join, 

And  celebrate  the  depths  of  love  divine !  Young. 

O  what  exploits,  what  miracles  of  power  and  grace^ 
are  thefe  !  But  why  do  I  darken  fuch  fplendors  with 
words  without  knowledge  ?  The  language  of  mor- 
tals was  formed  for  lower  defcriptions.  Eye  hath  not 
Jeen^  ear  has  not  heard^  nor  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  the  things  that  God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
him.     I  Cor.  ii.  9* 

And  now  when  the  inhabitants  of  our  world,  for 
whofe  fake  it  was  formed,  are  all  removed  to  other 
regions,  and  it  is  left  a  wide  extended  defert,  what 
remains,  but  that  it  alfo  meet  its  fate  ?   It  is  fit  fo 
guilty  a  globe,  that  had  been  the  ftage  of  fin  for  fo 
many  thoufands  of  years,  and  which  even  fupported 
the  crofs  on  which  its  Maker  expired,  fliould  be  made 
a  monument  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  and  either  be 
laid  in  ruins,  or  refined  by  fire.  And  fee !  the  univerfal 
blaze  begins  !  the  heavens  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife  ; 
the  elements  melt  with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  are  burnt  up.  2  Pet.  iii.  10.  Now 
ftars  rufli  from  th^ir  orbits  ;  comets  glare ;  the  earth 
trembles  with  convulfions ;  the  Alps,  the  Andes,  and 
all  the  lofty  peaks  or  long  extended  ridges  of  moun- 
tains buril  out  into  fo  many  burning  iEtnas,  or  thun- 
der, and  lighten,  and  fmoke,  and  flame,  and  quake 
like  Sinai,  when  God  defcended  upon  it  to  publifli 
his  fiery  law  I  Rocks  melt  and  run  down  in  torrents 
of  flame;  rivers,  lakes,  and  oceans  boil  and  evaporate. 
Sheets  of  fire  and  pillars  of  fmoke,  outrageous  and 
infufierable  thunders  and  lightnings  burft,  and  bel- 
low, and  blaze,  and  involve  the  atmofpherc  from  pole 
to  pole.*     The  whole  globe  is  now  diflblvcd  into  a 
iliorelefs  ocean  of  liquid  fire.     And  where  now  fliall 

wc 


*  See  all  the  formidable  fens  of  Fire, 

Eruptions,  Earthquakes,  Comets,  Lightnings  play    ' 

Their  various  engines  ;  all  at  once  difcharge 

Their  blazing  magazines  ;  and  take  by  ftorm 

This  poor  terrellrial  citadel  of  man.  X  OM^<i, 
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we  find  the  places  where  cities  flood,  where  armies 
fought,  where  mountains  ftretched  their  ridges,  and 
reared  their  heads,  on  high  ?  Alas  !  they  are  all  loft^ 
and  have  left  no  trace  behind  them  where  they  once 
flood.  Where  art  thou,  O  my  country  ?  Sunk  with, 
the  reft,  as  a  drop  into  the  burning  ocean.  Where 
now  are  your  houfes,  your  landsj  and  thofe  earthly 
pofleflions  you  were  once  fo  fond  of  ?  They  are  no 
where  to  be  found.  How  forry  a  portion  for  an  im- 
mortal mind  is  fuch  a  dying  world  as  this  !  And,  O  I 

**  How  rich  that  God  vrho  can  fuch  charge  defray, 

"  And  bear  to  fling  ten  thoufand  worlds  away !"     Young,. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  given  you  a  view  of 
the  folemnities  of  the  lafl  day  which  our  world  fliall 
fee.     The  view  has  indeed  been  but  very  faint  and 
obfcure  :  and  fuch  will  be  all  our  views  and  defcrip* 
tions  of  it,  till  our  ey  es  and  our  ears  teach  us  better^ 
Through  thefe  avenues  you  will  at  length  receive 
*  your  inftructions.     Yes,   brethren,  thofe  ears  that 
now  hear  my  voice  fliall  hear  the  all-alarming  clangor 
of  the  lafl  trumpet,  the  decifive  fentence  from  the 
mouth  of  the  univerfal  Judge,  and  the  horrid  cralh 
of  falling  worlds.     Thefe  very  eyes  with  which  you 
now  fee  one  another  fliall  yet  fee  the  defcending 
Judge,  the  aflembled  multitudes,  and  all  the  majeftic 
phenomena  of  that  day.     And  we  fliall  not  fee  them 
as  indifierent  fpeclators ;  no,  we  are  as  much  con- 
cerned in  this  great  tranfadion  as  any  of  the  children 
of  men.     We  muft  aU  appear  before  the  judgment- 
feat,  and  receive  our  fentence  according  to  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  And  if  fo,  what  are  we  doing  that 
we  are  not  more  diligently  preparing  ?    Why  does 
not  the  profpeft  affed  us  more  ?    Why  does  it  not 
tranfport  the  righteous  "with  joy  unfpeakable^  and  full  of 
glory.   I  Peter  i.  8.     And  why  are  not  the  finners  in 
Zion  afraid?  Why  does  not fearfulncfs  furprife  the  hypo- 
crites? Ifa.  xxxiii.  14.     Can  one  of  you  be  carelefs 
from  this  hour  till  you  are  in  readinefs  for  that  tre- 
mendous day  ? 

What 
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What  do  the  finners  among  you  now  think  of  re- 
pentance ?  Repentance  is  the  grand  preparative  for 
this  awful  day ;  and  the  apoftle,  as  I  obferved,  men- 
tions the  final  judgment  in  my  text  as  a  powerful 
motive  to  repentance.  And  what  will  criminals 
think  of  repentance  when  they  fee  the  Judge  afcend 
his  throne  ?  Come,  finners,  look  forward  and  fee  the 
flaming  tribunal  erefted,  your  crimes  expofed,  your 
doom  pronounced,  and  your  hell  begun  ;  fee  a  whole 
world  demolifhed,  and  ravaged  by  boundlefs  confla- 
gration for  your  fins  !  With  thefe  objefts  before  you, 
I  call  you  to  repent  ? — ^I  call  you !  I  retraft  the 
words :  God,  the  great  God  whom  heaven  and  earth 
obey,  commands  you  to  repent.  Whatever  be  your 
charafters,  whether  rich  or  poor,  old  or  young, 
white  or  black,  wherever  you  fit  or  ftand,  this  com- 
mand reaches  you  ;  for  God  now  commandeth  all  men 
every  were  to  repent.  You  are  this  day  firmly  bound 
to  this  duty  by  his  authority.  And  dare  you  difobey 
with  the  profpeft  of  all  the  awful  folemnities  of 
judgment  before  you  in  fo  near  a  view  ?  O !  me- 
thlnks  I  have  now  brought  you  into  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  the  often-repeated  but  hitherto  neglected  call  to 
repentance  will  be  regarded  by  you.  Repent  you 
muft,  either  upon  earth  or  in  hell.  You  muft  either 
fpend  your  time  or  your  eternity  in  repentance.  It 
is  abfolutely  unavoidable.  Putting  it  off  now  does 
not  remove  the  neceility,  but  will  only  render  it  the 
more  bitter  and  fevere  hereafter.  Which  then  do 
you  choofe  ?  the  tolerable,  hopeful,  medicinal  repen- 
tance of  the  prefent  life,  or  the  intolerable,  unprofita- 
ble, defpairing  repentance  of  hell  ?  Will  you  choofe 
to  fpend  time  or  eternity  in  this  melancholy  exercile  ? 
O !  make  the  choice  which  God,  which  reafon,  which 
felf-interefl:,  which  common  fenfe  recommend  to  you. 
Now  repent  at  the  command  of  God,  bccaufe  he  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righ* 
teoufnefs^  by  that  Man  whom  he  hath  ordained^  of  which 
he  hath  given  you  all  full  affurance  in  that  he  raifcd  him 
from  the  dead.     Amen.    ^  SERMON 


SERMON     XXI. 


THE    ONE    THING   NEEDFUL. 


Luke  x.  41,  42.  And  Jeftis  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
her^  Martha^  Martha^  thou  art  careful  and  trouble4 
about  many  things  ;  but  one  thing  is  needfid :  and  Mary 
hath  chofen  that  good  part^  which  Jhall  not  be  taken 
away  from  her. 

FOR  what  are  we  placed  in  this  world  ?  Is  it  to 
dwell  here  always  ?  You  cannot  think  fo,  when 
the  millions  of  n[iankind  that  have  appeared  upon  the 
ftage  of  time  are  fo  many  inftances  of  the  contrary. 
The  true  notion  therefore  of  the  prefent  ftate  is,  that 
it  is  a  ftate  of  preparation  and  trial  for  the  eternal 
world ;  a  ftate  of  education  for  our  adult  age.  As 
cliildren  are  fent  to  fchool,  and  youth  bound  out  to 
trades,  to  prepare  them  for  bufinefs,  and  qualify  them 
to  live  in  the  world,  fo  we  are  placed  here  to  pre- 
pare us  for  the  grand  bufinefs  of  immortality,  the 
ftate  of  our  maturity,  and  to  qualify  us  to  live  for 
ever.  And  is  there  an  heaven  of  the  moft  perfeft 
happinefs,  and  an  hell  of  the  moft  exquifite  mifery, 
juft  before  us,  perhaps  not  a  year  or  even  a  day  dif- 
tant  from  us  ?  And  is  it  the  great  defign,  the  bufi- 
nefs and  duty  of  the  prefent  ftate,  to  obtain  the  one 
and  efcape  the  other  ?  Then  what  are  we  doing  ? 
What  is  the  world  doing  all  around  us  ?  Are  they 
ading  as  it  becomes  candidates  for  eternity  ?  Are 
they  indeed  making  that  the  principal  object  of  their 
moft  zealous  endeavours,  which  is  the  grand  defign, 
bufinefs  and  duty  of  the  prefent  ftate  ?  Are  they 
minding  this  at  all  adventures  whatever  elfe  they 
negleft  ?  This  is  what  we  might  expeft  from  them 
as  reafonable  creatures,  as  creatures  that  love  them- 

felves, 
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felves,  and  have  a  ftrong  innate  delire  of  happinefs. 
This  a  ftranger  to  our  world  might  charitably  pre- 
fume  concerning  them.  But,  alas  !  look  upon  the 
conduft  of  the  world  around  you,  or  look  nearer 
home,  and  where  you  are  more  nearly  interefted, 
upon  your  own  conduft,  and  you  will  fee  this  is  not 
generally  the  cafe.  No ;  inftead  of  purfuing  the  one 
thinff  needful,  the  world  is  all  in  motion,  all  buftle 
and  hurry,  like  ants  upon  a  mole-hill,  about  other 
affairs.  They  are  in  a  ftill  higher  degree  than  offici- 
ous Martha,  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things.  Now 
to  recal  you  from  this  endlefs  variety  of  vain  purfuits 
and  direft  your  endeavours  to  the  proper  objeft,  I 
can  think  of  no  better  expedient  than  to  explain  and 
inculcate  upon  you  the  admonition  of  Chrift  to  Mar- 
tha, and  hi«  commendation  of  Mary  upon  this  head. 

Martha  was  the  head  of  a  little  family,  probably 
a  widow,  in  a  village  near  Jerufalem,  called  Bethany. 
Her  brother  and  ufter,  Lazarus  and  Mary,  lived  a- 
long  with  her.  And  what  is  remarkable  concerning 
this  little  family  is,  that  they  were  all  lovers  of  Jefus : 
and  their  love  was  not  without  returns  on  his  fide ; 
for  we  are  exprefsly  told  that  Jefus  loved  Martha^  and 
her  fifiery  and  Lazarus. — What  an  happy  family  is 
this  !  but  O  how  rare  in  the  world !  This  was  a 
convenient  place  of  retirement  to  Jefus,  after  the  la- 
bours and  fatigues  of  his  miniftry  in  the  city :  and 
here  we  often  nnd  him.  Though  fpent  and  exhaufted 
with  his  public  fervices,  yet  when  he  gets  into  the 
circle  of  a  few  friends  in  a  private  houfe,  he  cannot 
be  idle :  he  ftill  inftrufts  them  with  his  heavenly  dif- 
courfe  ;  and  his  converfation  is  a  conftant  fermon. 
Mary,  who  was  paffionately  devout  and  eager  for  in- 
flrucHon,  would  not  let  fuch  a  rare  opportunity  flip, 
but  fits  down  at  the  feet  of  this  great  Teacher,  which 
was  the  pofture  of  the  Jewifli  pupils  before  their  maf- 
ters,  *  and  eagerly  catches  every  word  from  his  lips ; 

Vol.  II.  F  from 

*  Hence  St.  Paul's  exprcffion,  that  he  was  brought  up  at  the 
feet  of  Gamaliel, 
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from  which  dropt  knowledge  fweeter  than  honey 
from  the  honey-comb.  Though  £he  is  folicitous  for 
the  comfort  of  her  heavenly  gueft,  yet  fhe  makes  no 
great  ftir  to  provide  for  him  an  ekgant  or  fumptuous 
entertainment ;  for  fiic  knew  his  happinefs  did  not 
confift  in  luxurious  eating  and  drinking  :  it  was  his 
nieat  and  his  drink  to  do  the,  "will  of  his  Father  ;  and  as 
for  the  fuftenance  of  his  body,  plain  food  was  moft 
acceptable  to  him.  Ke  was  hot  willing  that  any  fliould 
lofe  their  fouls  by  lofing  opportunities  of  inftrudiion, 
while  they  were  making  fumptuous  provifion  for 
him.  Mary  was  alfo  fo  deeply  engaged  about  herfal- 
vation,  that  flbe  was  nobly  carelefs  about  the  little 
decencies  of  entertainments.  The  body  and  all  its 
fupports  and  gratifications  appeared  of  very  fmall  im- 
portance to  her  when  compared  with  the  immortal 
foul.  O  !  if  that  be  but  fed  with  the  words  of  eter- 
nal life,  it  is  enousrh.  All  this  flie  did  with  Chrift's 
warm  approbation,  and  therefore  her  conduft  is  an 
example  worthy  of  our  imitation  :  and  if  it  were 
imitated  it  would  happily  reform  the  pride,  luxury, 
excefllve  delicacy,  and  multiform  extravagance  which 
have  crept  in  upon  us  under  the  ingratiating  names 
of  politenefs,  decency,  hofpitality,  good  ceconomy, 
and  I  know  not  what.  Thefe  guilty  fuperfluities  and 
refinements  render  the  life  of  fome  a  courfe  of  ido- 
latry to  fo  fordid  a  god  as  their  bellies,  and  that  of 
others  a  courfe  of  bufy,  laborious,  and  expenfive  tri- 
fling.— But  to  return  : 

Martha,  though  a  pious  woman,  yet  like  too  many 
among  us,  was  too  folicitous  about  thefe  things.  She 
fecmed  more  concerned  to  maintain  her  reputation 
for  good  oeconomy  and  hofpitality  than  to  improve 
in  divine  knowledge  at  every  opportunity  ;  and  to 
entertain  her  guell  rather  as  a  gentleman  than  as  a; 
divine  teacher  and  the  Saviour  of  fouls.  Hence,  in- 
ftead  of  fitting  at  his  -feet  with  her  iifter  in  the  J)of- 
turc  of  a  humble  diiciple,  flie  was  bufy  in  making 
preparations  j  and  her  mind  was  diftrad:€d  with  the 

cares 
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cares  of  her  family.  As  moderate  labour  and  care 
about  earthly  things  is. lawful,  and  even  a  duty,  per- 
fons  are  not  readily. fufpicious  or  eafily  convinced  of 
their  guilty  cxccflcs  in  thefe  labours  and  cares.  Hence 
Martha  is  fo  far  from  condemning  herfelf  on  this 
account,  that  flie  blames  her  devout  filler  for  not  fol- 
lowing her  example.  Nay,  flie  has  the  confidence 
to  complain  to  Chrift  himfelf  of  her  negleft,  and  that 
in  language  too  that  founds  fomewhat  rude  and  ir- 
reverent. "  Careft  thou  not  that  my  fifier  hath  left 
me  to  ferve  alone  ?"  Art  thou  fo  partial  as  to  fufler 
her  to  devolve  all  the  trouble  upon  me  while  flie  fits 
idle  at  thy  feet  ? 

Jefus  turns  upon- her  with  jufl:  fcvcrity,  and  throws 
the  blame  where  it  fiiould  lie.  Mariba^  Martha ! 
There  is  a  vehemence  and  pungency  in  the  repetiti- 
on, Martha^  Martha^  thou  art  careful  and  troubled  about 
many  things.  "  Thy  worldly  mind  has  many  objects, 
arid  'many  obje6l:s  excite  many  cares  and  troubles, 
fruitlefs  troubles  and  ufelefs  cares.  Thy  reftlefs  mind 
is  fcattered  among  a  thcufand  thing*,  and  toffed  from 
one  to  another  with  an  endlefs  variety  of  anxieties. 
But  let  me  colled:  my  thoughts  and  cares  to  one  point, 
a  point  where  they  fiiould  all  terminate  :  one  thing  is 
needful ;  and  therefore  dropping  thy  excefiive  care 
•about  many  things,  make  this  one  thing  the  great 
objeft  of  thy  purfuit.  This  one  thing  is  what  thy 
fiflier  is  how  attending  to,  while  thou  art  vainly  care- 
ful about  many  things ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of 
blaming  her  conduft,  I  mufl:  approve  it.  She  has 
made  the  beft  choice,  for  flie  hath  chofen  that  good  part  ^ 
-which  fhall  not  be  taken  away  from  her.  After  all  thy 
care  and  labour,  the  things  of  this  vain  world  mufl:  be 
given  up  at  laft,  and  loft  for  ever.  But  Mary  hath 
made  a  wifer  choice,  thejportion  flie  hath  chofen  fliall 
be  hers  for  ever ;  it  fliatf  never  be  taken  away  from 
her.^* 

But  Svhat  does   Chrift  mean  by   this  one  thing 
which  alone  is  needful  ? 

I  anfwer,, 
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I  anfwer.  We  may  learn  what  he  meant  by  the  oo 
cafion  and  circumftances  of  his  fpeaking.  He  men- 
tions this  one  thing  in  an  admonition  to  Martha  for 
exceffive  worldly  care  and  the  negleft  of  an  oppor- 
tunity for  promoting  her  falvation  ;  and  he  exprefely 
oppofes  this  one  thing  to  the  many  things  which  en- 
groffed  her  care ;  and  therefore  it  muft  mean  fome- 
thing  diJ0Ferent  from  and  fuperior  to  all  the  purfuits 
of  time.  This  one  thing  is  that  which  Mary  was  fo 
much  concerned  about  while  attentively  liftening  to 
his  inftruftions.  And  what  can  that  be  but  falvation 
as  the  end,  and  holinefs  as  the  means,  or  a  proper 
care  of  the  foul  ?  This  is  that  which  is  oppofitc  and 
fuperior  to  the  many  cares  of  life  : — ^this  is  that  which 
Mary  was  attending  to  and  purfuing :  and  I  may 
add,  this  is  that  good  part  which  Mary  had  chofen, 
which  fhould  never  be  taken  away  from  her ;  ioc 
that  good  part  which  Mary  had  chofen  feems  intend- 
ed by  Chrift  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  the  one 
thing  needful.  Therefore  the  one  thing  needful  muft 
mean  the  falvation  of  the  foul,  and  an  earneft  appli- 
cation to  the  means  neceflary  to  obtain  this  end  above 
all  other  things  in  the  world.  To  be  holy  in  order 
to  be  happy ;  to  pray,  to  hear,  to  meditate,  and  ufe 
aU  the  means  of  grace  appointed  to  produce  or  che- 
rifli  holinefs  in  us  ;  to  ufe  thefe  means  with  conftan- 
cy,  frequency,  earneftnefs,  and  zeal ;  to  ufe  them  di- 
ligently whatever  elfe  be  neglefted,  or  to  make  all 
other  things  give  way  in  comparifon  of  this ;  this  I 
apprehend  is  the  one  thing  needful  which  Chrift  here 
intends :  this  is  that  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary, 
neceflary  above  all  other  things,  and  neceflary  for 
ever.  The  end,  namely,  falvation,  will  be  granted 
by  all  to  be  neceflary,  and  the  neceflity  of  the  end 
renders  the  means  alfo  neceflary.  If  it  be  neceflary 
you  fliould  be  for  ever  happy,  and  efcape  everlafling 
mifery,  it  is  neceflary  you  Ihould  be  holy  ;  for  you 
can  no  more  be  faved  without  holinefs  than  you  can 
be  healthy  without  health,  fee  without  light,  or  live 

without 
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without  food.  And  if  holinefs  be  neceflary,  then  the 
earneft  ufe  of  the  means  appointed  for  the  produfti- 
on  and  improvement  of  holinefs  in  us  muft  be  necef- 
fary  too  ;  for  you  can  no  more  expeft  to  become  ho- 
ly without  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  than  to  reap  with- 
out fowing,  or  become  truly  virtuous  and  good  by 
chance  or  fatality.  To  be  holy  in  order  to  be  hap- 
py, and  to  ufe  sdl  the  means  of  grace  in  order  to  be 
holy,  is  therefore  the  one  thing  needful. 

But  why  is  this  concern  which  is  fo  complex  called 
One  Thing  ? 

I  anfwer  :  Though  falvation  and  holinefs  include 
various  ingredients,  and  though  the  means  of  grace 
are  various,  yet  they  may  be  all  taken  coUeftively 
and  called  one  thing ;  that  is,  one  great  buiinefs,  one 
important  objeft  of  purfuit,  in  which  21II  our  endea- 
vours and  aims  Ihould  center  and  terminate.  It  is  al- 
fo  faid  to  be  one,  in  oppofition  to  the  many  things 
that  are  the  objefts  of  a  worldly  mind.  This  world 
owes  its  variety  in  a  great  meafure  to  contradiction 
and  inconfiftency.  There  is  no  harmony  or  unity  in 
the  earthly  objeds  of  mens  purfuits,  nor  in  the  means 
they  ufe  to  fecure  them.  Riches,  honours,  and  plea- 
fures  generally  clafh.  If  a  man  will  be  rich  he  muft 
reftrain  himfelf  in  the  pleafures  of  gratifying  his  ea- 
ger appetites,  and  perhaps  ufe  fome  mean  artifices 
that  may  ftain  his  honour.  If  he  would  be  honoura- 
ble, he  muft  often  be  prodigal  of  his  riches,  and  ab* 
ftain  from  fome  fordid  pleafures.  If  he  would  have 
the  full  enjoyment  of  fenfual  pleafures,  he  muft  often 
fquander  away  his  richeHiand  injure  his  honour  to 
procure  them.  The  lufts  of  men  as  well  as  their  ob- 
jefts,  are  alfo  various  and  contradiftory.  Covetouf- 
nefs  and  fenfuality,  pride  and  tranquillity,  envy  and 
the  love  of  eafe,  and  a  thoufand  jarring  paffions,  main- 
tain a  conftant  fight  in  the  finner's  breaft.  The  means 
for  gratifying  thefe  lufts  are  likewife  contrary ;  fome- 
times  truth,  fometimes  falfliood,  fometimes  indo- 
lence, fometimes  action  and  labour  are  neceflary.   In 

thefe 
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tliefe  things  there  is  no  unity  of  deCgn,  nor  confift- 
,ency  of  means ;  but  the  finner  is  properly  diftrafted, 
drawn  this  way  and  that,  toffed  from  wave  to  wave ; 
and  there  is  no  fteadinefs  or  uniformity  in  his  pur- 
fuits.  But  the  work  of  falvation  is  one,  the  means 
and  the  end  correfpond,  and  the  means  are  confiftcnt 
one  with  another ;  and  therefore  the  whole,  though 
confifting  of  many  parts,  may  be  faid  to  be  one* 

It  may  alfo  be  called  the  one  thing  needful,  to  in- 
timate that  this  is  needful  above  all  other  things.     It 
is  a  common  form  of  fpeech  to  fay  of  that  which  is 
neceflary  above  all  other  things,  that  it  is  the  one  or 
only  thing  neceflary :  fo  we  may  underftand  this  paf- 
fage.     There  are  what  we  call  the  real  neceflaries  of 
life ;  fuch  as  food  and  raiment :  there  are  alfo  necef*  • 
fary  callings  and  neceflary  labours.     All  thefe  are  ne- 
ceflary in  a  lower  fenfe ;  neceflary  in  their  proper 
place.     But  in  comparifon  of  the  great  work  of  ouf 
falvation,  they  are  all  un  neceflary ;  if  we  be  but  faved, 
we  may  do  very  v/ell  without  them  all.     This  is  fa 
neceflary,  that  nothing  elfe  deferves  to  be  called  ne- 
ceflary in  comparifon  of  it. 

This  fliews  you  alfo,  not  only  why  this  is  called 
one  thing,  but  why  or  in  what  fenfe  it  is  faid  to  be 
neceflary.     It  is  of  abfolute  and  incomparable  necef- 
iity.    There  is  no  abfolute  neceflity  to  our  happinefs 
that  we  fliould  be  rich  or  honourable  ;  nay,  there  is 
no  abfolute  neceflity  that  we  fliould  live  in  this  world 
at  all,  for  we  may  live  infinitely  more  happy  in  ano- 
ther.    And  if  life  itfelf  be  not  abfolutely  neceflary, 
then  much  lefs  are  food,  o(|taiment,  or  health,^or  any 
of  thofe  things  which  in  a  lower  fenfe  we  call  the  ne- 
ceflaries of  lite.     In  comparifon  of  this,  they  are  all 
needlefs.     I  add  farther,  this  one  thing  may  be  faid 
to  be  neceflary,  becaufe  it  is  neceflary  always,  or  for 
ever.     The  neceflaries  of  this  life  we  cannot  want 
long,  for  we  muft  foon  remove  into  a  world  v*rhere 
there  is  no  room  for  them  ;  but  holinefs  and  falvati- 
on we  fliall  find  needful  always  :  needful  under  the 

calamities 
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calamities  of  life  ;  needful  in  the  agonies  of  death ; 
needful  in  the  world  of  fpirits ;  needful  millions  of 
ages  hence  ;  needful  to  all  eternity ;  and  without  it 
we  are  eternally  undone.  This  is  a  neceffity  indeed  ! 
a  neceffity,  in  comparifon  of  which  all  other  nccefia- 
ries  are  but  fuperfluities. 

I  hope  by  this  fhort  explication  I  have  cleared  the 
way  through  your  underftandings  to  your  hearts,  and 
to  your  hearts  I  would  now  addrefs  myfelf.  However 
folemnly  I  may  fpeak  upon  this  intercfting  fubjeft, 
you  will  have  more  reafon  to  blame  me  for  the  defi- 
ciency than  for  the  excefs  of  my  zeal  and  folemnity. 
I  hope  I  have  entered  this  facred  place  to-day  with  a 
fincere  defire  to  do  fome  fervice  to  your  immortal 
fouls  before  I  leave  it.  And  may  I  not  hope  you  have 
come  here  with  a  defire  to  receive  fome  advantage  ? 
If  not,  you  may  number  this  feeming  aft  of  religion 
among  the  fins  of  your  life  ;  you  have  come  here  to- 
day to  fin  away  thefe  facred  hours  in  hypocrify,  and 
a  profixne  mockery  of  the  great  God.  But  if  you  are 
willing  to  receive  any  benefit,  hear  attentively :  hear, 
that  your  fouls  may  live. 

My  firft  requeft  to  you  is,  *  that  you  would  make 
this  paflage  the  teft  of  your  characters,  and  ferioufly 
inquire  whether  you  have  lived  in  the  world  as  thofc 
that  really  and  praftically  believe  that  this  is  the  one 
thing  of  abfolute  neceffity  ?  Are  not  all  the  joys  of 
heaven  and  your  immortal  fouls  worth  the  little 
pains  of  ferioufly  putting  this  fhort  queftion  to  your 
confciences  ?  Review  your  life,  look  into  your  hearts, 
and  inquire,  has  this  one  thing  lain  more  upon  your 
hearts  than  all  other  things  together  ?  Has  this  been, 
above  all  other  things,  the  object  of  your  moft  vehe«- 
ment  defire,  your  moft  earneft  endeavours,  and  eagef 

purfuit  ? 

•  Many  of  the  followinfr  fentlments,  as  to  the  fubftancc  of 
them,  are  borrowed  from  Mr.  Baxter's  excellent  difcourfe,  in.f 
-titled,  A  SAINT  OR  A  BRUTE  .*  and  I  know  no  better  pattern  for 
a  miniftcr  to  follow  in  his  addrefs  t©  fiunws  than  that  flamlhg 
and  fucccfs'ful  preacher. 
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purfuit  ?  I  do  not  afk  whether  you  have  heard  or 
read  that  this  one  thing  is  neceflary,  or  whether  you 
have  fometimes  talked  about  it.  I  do  not  alk  whe- 
ther you  have  paid  to  God  the  compliment  of  ap- 
pearing in  his  houfe  once  a  week,  or  of  performing 
him  a  little  lip-fervice  morning  and  evening  in  your 
families,  or  in  your  clofets,  after  you  have  ferved 
yourfelves  and  the  world  all  the  reft  of  your  time 
without  one  affeftionate  thought  of  God.  Nor  do  I 
inquire  whether  in  a  pang  of  horror  after  the  com- 
miflion  of  fome  grofs  fin  you  have  tried  to  make 
your  confcience  eafy  by  a  few  prayers  and  tears,  of 
which  you  form  an  opiate  to  caft  you  again  into  a 
dead  fleep  in  fin.  I  do  not  afe  whether  you  have  per- 
formed many  aftions  that  are  materially  good,  and 
abftained  from  many  fins.  All  this  you  may  have 
done,  and  yet  have  neglefted  the  one  thing  needful 
all  your  lives. 

But  I  afk  you,  whether  this  one  thing  needful  has 
been  habitually  uppermoft  in  your  hearts,  the  favour- 
ite objeft  of  your  defires,  the  prize  of  your  moft  vi- 
gorous endeavours,  the  fupremc  happinefs  of  your 
fouls,  and  the  principal  objed  of  your  concern  above 
all  things  in  the  world  ?  Sirs,  you  may  now  hear  this 
queftion  with  ftupid  unconcern  and  indiflFerency ; 
but  I  muft  tell  you,  you  will  find  another  day  how 
much  depends  upon  it.  In  that  day  it  will  be  found 
that  the  main  difference  between  true  chriftians  and 
the  various  clafles  of  finners  is  this  : — God,  Chrift, 
holinefs,  and  the  concerns  of  eternity  are  habitually 
uppermoft  in  the  hearts  of  the  former ;  but  to  the 
latter  they  are  generally  but  things  by  the  by ;  and 
the  world  engroflTes  the  vigour  of  their  fouls,  and  is 
the  principal  concern  of  their  lives.  To  ferve  God, 
to  obtain  his  favour,  and  to  be  happy  for  ever  in  his 
love,  is  the  main  bufinefs  of  the  faint,  to  which  all 
the  concerns  of  the  world  and  the  flefli  muft  give 
way ;  but  to  live  in  eafe,  in  reputation,  in  pleafure, 
or  riches,  or  to  gratify  himfelf  in  the  purfuit  and  en- 
joyment 
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joyment  of  fome  created  good,  this  is  the  main  con- 
cern of  the  finner.     The  one  has  made  an  hearty  re- 

.  £gnation  of  himfelf  and  all  that  he  is  and  has  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift :  he  ferves  him  with  the  beft, 
and  thinks  nothing  too  good  for  him.  But  the  other 
has 'his  exceptions  and  referves :  he  will  ferve  God 
willingly,  provided  it  may  confift  with  his  eafe,  and 
pleafure,  and  temporal  intereft ;  he  will  ferve  God 
with  a  bended  knee  and  the  external  forms  of  devo* 

'  tion  ;  but  with  the  vigour  of  his  fpirit  he  ferves  the 
world  and  his  flefh.  This  is  the  grand  diflFerence  be- 
tween a  true  chriftian  and  the  various  forms  of  half- 
chriftians  and  hypocrites.  And  certainly  this  is  a 
diiBerence  that  may  be  difcerned.  The  tenor  of  a 
man's  praflice  and  the  objed  of  his  love,  efpecially  of 
his  higheft  love  and  praracal  efteem,  muft  certainly 
be  very  diftinguifhable  from  a  thing  by  the  by,  and 
from  the  objeft  of  a  languid  paiSon  or  mere  fpecula- 
tion.  Therefore  if  you  make  but  an  impartial  trial, 
you  have  reafon  to  hope  you  will  mak^  a  juft  difco- 
very  of  your  true  charader  :  or  if  you  cannot  make 
the  difcovery  yourfelves,  call  in  the  alliftanceof  others^ 
Afk  not  your  worldly  and  fenfual  neighbours,  for  they 
are  but  poor  judges,  and  they  will  flatter  you  in  felf- 
defence ;  but  afk  your  pious  friends  whether  you 
have  fpoke  and  afted  like  perfons  that  praftically 
made  this  the  one  thing  needful.  They  can  tell  you 
what  fubjeft  you  talked  mofl:  ferioufly  about,  what 
purfuit  fcemed  to  lie  mofl  upon  your  hearts,  and 
chiefly  to  exhaufl  your  aftivity.  Brethren,  I  befeech 
you,  by  one  means  or  other,  to  bring  this  matter  to  an 
iflue,  and  let  it  hang  in  fufpence  no  longer.  Why 
are  you  fo  indifferent  how  this  matter  uands  with 
you?  Is  it  becaufe  you  imagine  you  may  be  true  chrif- 
tians,  and  obtain  falvation  however  this  matter  be 
with  you  ?  But  be  not  deceived  :  no  man  can  ferve 
two  maflers  whofe  commands  are  contrary  ;  and  ye 
cannot  ferve  God  and  Mammon  with  a  fervice  equally 
devoted  to  both.  If  any  man  love  the  world  with  fu- 
Vol.  II.  G  preme 
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preme  affeftions,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him. 
I  Johnii.  15.  Be  not  deceived^  God  is  not  mocked  ;  what- 
Joever  a  man  foweth  that  Jhall  he  reap  ;  if  you  fow  to  the 
Jiejh^  of  the  fejh  you  Jhall  reap  corruption:  a  miferable 
harveft  indeed  !  But  if  you  fow  to  the  fpirit^  you  Jhall 
of  thcfpirit  reap  everlafiing  life.  Gal.  vi.  7,  8.  There- 
fore you  may  be  fure  that  if  you  live  after  the  flejh^  you 
fhall  die  ;  and  that  you  can  never  enjoy  the  one  thing 
needful  unlefs  you  mind  and  purfue  it  above  all  other 
things. 

But  I  fliall  not  urge  you  any  farther  to  try  your- 
felves  by  this  teft.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  confci- 
ences  of  fome  of  you  have  determined  the  matter, 
and  that  you  are  plainly  convicted  of  having  hither- 
to neglected  the  one  thing  needful.  Allow  me  then 
honeftly  to  expofe  your  condud:  in  its  proper  colours, 
and  tell  you  what  you  have  been  doing  while  you 
were  bufy  about  other  things,  and  neglefting  this  one 
thing  needful. 

I.  However  well  you  have  improved  your  time 
for  other  purpofes,  you  have  loft  it  all,  unlefs  you 
have  improved  it  in  fecuring  the  one  thing  needfuL 
The  proper  notion  of  time  is,  that  it  is  a  fpace  for 
repentance.  Time  is  given  us  to  prepare  for  eterni- 
ty. If  this  is  done  we  have  lived  long  enough,  and 
the  great  end  of  time  and  life  is  anfwered,  whatever 
elfe  be  undone.  But  if  this  be  undone,  you  have 
lived  in  vain,  and  all  your  time  is  loft,  however  bufi- 
ly  and  fuccefsfully  you  have  purfued  other  things. 
Though  you  have  ftudied  yourfelves  pale  to  furnifh 
your  minds  with  knowledge ;  though  you  have  fpent 
the  night  and  the  day  in  heaping  up  riches,  or  climb- 
ing up  to  the  pinnacle  of  honour,  and  not  loft  an  hour 
that  might  be  turned  to  your  advantage,  yet  you 
have  been  moft  wretchedly  fooling  away  your  time, 
and  loft  it  all,  if  you  have  not  laid  it  out  in  fecuring 
the  one  thing  needful.  And,  believe  me,  time  is  a 
precious  thing.  So  it  will  appear  in  a  dying  hour, 
or  in  the  eternal  world,  to  the  great  eft  fpendthrift 

among 
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among  you.  Then,  O  for  a  year,  or  even  a  week,. 
or  a  day,  to  fecure  that  one  thing  which  you  arc  now 
neglefting !  And  will  you  now  wafte  your  time  while 
you  enjoy  it  ?  Shall  fo  precious  a  blciSng  be  loft  ?  By 
this  calculation  how  many  days,  how  many  years, 
have  you  loft  for  ever  ?  for  is  not  that  loft  which  is 
fpent  in  crofting  the  end  for  which  it  was  given  you  ? 
Time  was  given  you  to  fecure  an  eternity  of  happi- 
nefs,  but  you  have  fpent  it  in  adding  fin  to  fin,  and 
confequently  in  treafuring  up  wrath  againft  the  day 
of  wrath.  And  is  not  your  time  then  a  thoufand 
times  worfe  than  loft  ?  Let  mc  tell  you,  if  you  con- 
tinue in  this  courfe  to  the  end,  you  will  wifh  a  thou- 
fand  times  either  that  you  never  had  one  hour's  time 
given  you,  or  that  you  had  made  a  better  ufe  of  it. 

2.  Whatever  elfe  you  have  been  doing,  you  have 
loft  your  labour  with  your  time,  if  you  have  not  la- 
boured above  all  things  for  this  one  thing  needfuL 
No  doubt  you  have  been  bufy  about  fomething  all 
your  life ;  but  you  might  as  well  have  been  idle  : 
you  have  been  bufy  in  doing  nothing.  You  have 
perhaps  toiled  through  many  anxious  and  laborious 
days,  and  your  nights  have  ftiared  in  the  anxieties 
and  labours  of  your  days.  But  if  you  have  not  la- 
boured for  the  one  thing  neceflary,  all  your  labour 
and  all  the  fruits  of  it  are  loft.  Indeed  God  may  have 
made  ufe  of  you  for  the  good  of  his  church  or  of  your 
country,  as  we  make  ufe  of  thorns  and  briars  to  ftop 
a  breach,  or  of  ufelefs  wood  for  firing  to  warm  our 
families ;  but  as  to  any  lafting  and  folid  advantage 
to  yourfelves,  all  your  labour  has  been  loft. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Not  only  your  fecular  labour 
is  loft,  but  all  your  toil  and  pains,  if  you  have  ufed 
any  in  the  duties  of  religion,  they  are  loft  likewife. 
Your  reading,  hearing,  praying,  and  communicating ; 
all  your  ferious  thoughts  of  death  and  eternity,  all 
your  ftruggles  with  particular  lufts  and  temptations, 
all  the  kind  offices  you  have  done  to  mankind,  all  are 
loft,  fince  you  have  performed  them  by  halves  with  a 

lukewarm 
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lukewarm  heart,  and  have  not  made  the  one  thing 
needfiil  your  great  bufinefs  and  purfuit.  All  thefe 
things  will  not  fave  you ;  and  what  is  that  religion 
good  for  which  will  not  fave  your  fouls  ?  What  do 
thofe  religious  endeavours  avail  which  will  fuffer  you 
to  £dl  into  hell  after  all  ?  Certainly  fuch  religion  is 
vain. 

And  now,  my  hearers,  do  you  believe  this,  or  do 
you  not  ?  If  you  do,  will  you,  dare  you  ftill  go  on  in 
the  fame  courfe  ?  If  you  do  not  believe  it,  let  me 
reafon  the  matter  with  you  a  little.  You  will  not 
believe  that  all  the  labour  and  pains  you  have  taken 
all  your  life  have  been  quite  loft :  no,  you  now  en- 
joy the  fruits  of  them.  But  fhew  me,  now  if  you  can^ 
what  you  have  gotten  by  all  that  flir  you  have  made 
that  will  follow  one  ftep  beyond  the  grave,  or  that 
you  can  call  your  own  to-morrow  ?  Where  is  that 
fure  immortal  acquifition  that  you  can  carry  with 
you  into  the  eternal  world  ?  Were  you  to  die  this 
hour,  would  it  afford  you  any  plealure  to  refleft  that 
you  have  lived  a  merry  life  and  had  a  fatiety  of  fen- 
fual  pleafures,  or  that  you  have  laboured  for  riches 
and  honours,  and  perhaps  acquired  them  ?  will  this 
refle^on  afford  you  plejiure  or  pain  ?  will  this  abate 
the  agony  of  eternal  pain,  or  make  up  for  the  lols  of 
heaven,  which  you  wilfully  incurred  by  an  over-ea- 
ger purfuit  of  thefe  perifliing  vanities  ? 

Do  you  not  fee  the  extravagant  folly,  the  diftraft- 
cd  phrenfy  of  fuch  a  conduft  r  Alas  !  while  you  are 
negleding  the  one  thing  needful,  what  are  you  doing 
but  fpendmg  your  time  and  labour  in  laborious  idle- 
nefs,  honourably  debafing  yourfelves,  delightfully  tor- 
menting  yourfelvei,  wifely  befooling  yourfelves,  and 
frugally  impoverilhing  and  ruining  yourfelves  for 
ever  ?  A  child  or  an  idiot  riding  upon  a  ftaff,  build- 
ing their  mimic  houfes,  or  playing  with  a  feather, 
are  not  fo  foolifh  as  you  in  your  conduft,  while  you 
are  fo  ferioufly  purfuing  the  affairs  of  time,  and  neg- 
lecting thofe  of  eternity.     But, 

3.  This 
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3.  This  is  not  all :  All  your  labour  and  pains  have 
not  only  been  loft  while  you  have  negleded  this  one 
thing,but  you  have  taken  pains  to  ruin  yourfelves,and 
laboured  hard  all  your  lives  for  your  own  deftrucHon. 
To  this  you  will  immediately  anfwer,  *'  God  forbid 
we  ihould  do  anything  to  hurt  ourfelves!  we  were  far 
from  having  any  fuch  defign/*  But  the  queftion  is  not 
what  was  your  defign  ?  but,  what  is  the  unavoidable 
confequence  of  your  conduft,  according  to  the  nature 
of  things,  and  the  unchangeable  conftitution  of  hea- 
ven ?  Whatever  you  defign  in  going  on  in  fin,  the 
wages  of  Jin  is  deaths  eternal  death.  You  may  indulge 
the  carnal  mind,  and  walk  after  the  flefh,  and  yet 
hope  no  bad  confequence  will  follow  ;  but  God  has 
told  you  that  to  be  carnally  minded  is  deaths  and  that  if 
you  five  after  the  flelh  you  Ihall  die.  The  robber  on 
the  highway  has  no  defign  to  be  hanged ;  but  this 
does  not  render  him  a  jot  fafer.  Therefore,  defign 
what  you  will,  it  is  certain  you  are  pofitively  deftroy- 
ing  yourfelves  while  your  labours  about  other  things 
hinder  you  from  purfuing  the  one  thing  needful.— 
And  does  not  this  thought  fhock  you,  that  you  ihould 
be  aifting  the  part  of  enemies  againft  yourfelves,  the 
moft  pernicious  and  deadly  enemies  to  yourfelves  in 
the  whole  univerfe  ?  No  enemy  in  the  whole  univerfe 
could  do  you  that  injury  without  your  confent  which 
you  are  doing  to  yourfelves.  To  tempt  you  to  fin 
is  all  the  devu  can  do  ;  but  the  temptation  alone  can 
do  you  no  injury  ;  it  is  confenting  to  it  that  ruins 
you  ;  and  this  confent  is  your  own  voluntary  aft. 
All  the  devils  in  hell  could  not  force  you  to  fin  with- 
out your  confent,  and  therefore  all  the  devils  in  heU 
do  not  injure  you  as  you  do  yourfelves.  God  has  not 
given  them  fo  much  power  over  you  as  he  has  given 
you  over  yourfelves  :  and  this  power  you  abufe  to 
your  own  deftruftion. 

O  !  in  what  a  diftrafted  ftate  is  the  world  of  the 
ungodly  !  If  any  other  men  be  their  enemy,  how  do 
they  refcnt  it !  But  they  are  their  own  woril  enemies, 

and 
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and  yet  never  fall  out  with  themfelves.  If  another 
occafion  them  a  difappointment  in  their  purfuits,  de- 
fraud them  of  an  expefted  good,  or  lay  fchemes  to- 
.make  them  miferable,  what  iiillen  grudge,  what  kee» 
revenge,  what  flaming  refentments  immediately  rife 
in  their  breafts  againfl  him  ?  And  yet  they  are  all  their 
lives  difinheriting  themfelves  of  the  heavenly  inherit- 
ance, laying  a  train  to  blow  up  all  their  own  hopes, 
and  heaping  a  mountain  of  guilt  upon  themfelves  to 
fink  them  into  the  bottomleS  pit  \  and  all  this  while 
they  think  they  are  the  beft  friends  to  themfelves,  and 
confulting  their  own  interefl,  .As  for  the  devil,  the- 
common  enemy  of  mankind,  they  abhor  him,  and 
blefs  themfelves  from  him ;  but  they  are  worfe  ta 
themfelves  than  devils,  and  yet  never  fall  out  with, 
themfelves  for  it. 

This,  finners,  may  feem  an  harfti  reprefentation  of 
your  conduft,  but,  alas  !  it  is  true.  And  if  it  be  fo- 
Clocking  to  you  to  hear  it,  what  muft  it  be  to  be  guilty 
of  it !  And,  O  !  think  what  muft  be  the  confequencesi. 
of  fuch  a  conduft,  fuch  unnatural  fuicide  I 

4,  If  you  have  hitherto  neglefted  the  one  thing 
needful,  you  have  unmanned  yourfelves,  acted  be- 
neath and  contrary  to  your  own  reafon,  and  in  plain 
terms  behaved  as  if  you  had  been  out  of  your  fenfes,. 
If  you  have  the  ufe  of  your  reafon,  it  muft  certainly 
tell  you  for  what  it  was  given  to  you.  And  I  befeech 
you  tell  me  what  was  it  given  to  you  for  but  to  ferve 
the  God  that  made  you,  to  fecure  his  favour,  to  pre- 
pare for  your  eternal  ft  ate,  and  to  enjoy  the  fupreme 
good  as  your  portion  ?  Can  you  once  think  your 
reafon,  that  divina  particula  aura^  was  given  you  for 
fuch  low  purpofes  as  the  contrivances,  labour  and  pur- 
fuits  of  this  vain  life,  and  to  make  you  a  more  inge- 
nious fort  of  brutes  ?  He  was  mafter  of  an  unufual 
fliare  of  reafon  who  faid,  "  There  is  very  little  dif- 
ference between  having  reafon  and  having  none,  if 
we  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  but  cunningly  to  lay 
up  for  our  food,  and  make  provifion  for  this  corrup- 
tible 
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tible  flefli,  and  had  not  another  life  to  mind."  There- 
fore I  may  fafely  affirm  that  you  have  caft  away  your 
reafon,  and  afted  as  if  you  were  out  of  your  wits,  if 
you  have  not  employed  your  rational  powers  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  one  thing  needful.  Where  was  your 
reafon  when  your  dying  flelh  was  preferred  to  your 
immortal  fpirits  ?  was  reafon  your  guide  when  you 
chofe  the  trafli  of  this  perifhing  world,  and  fought 
it  more  than  the  favour  of  God  and  all  the  joys  of 
heaven  ?  Can  vou  pretend  to  common  fenfe,  when 
you  might  have  had  the  pardon  of  fin,  fanftifjring 
grace,  and  a  title  to  heaven  fecured  to  you  ere  now  r 
But  you  have  neglefted  all,  and  inftead  of  having  a 
fure  title  to  heaven,  or  being  prepared  for  it,  you  are 
fitted  for  deftruftion,  and  nothing  elfe ;  and  are  only 
waiting  for  a  fever  or  a  flux,  or  fome  other  execu- 
tioner of  divine  vengeance,  to  cut  the  thread  of  life 
and  let  you  fink  to  hell  by  your  own  weight.  Thi- 
ther you  gravitate  under  the  load  of  fin  as  naturally 
as  a  fl:one  to  the  center ;  and  you  need  no  other 
weight  to  fink  you  down.  What  have  you  done  all 
your  life  to  make  a  wife  man  think  you  truly  reafon- 
able  ?  Is  that  your  reafon,  to  be  wife  to  do  evil,  while 
to  do  good  you  have  no  knowledge  ;  or  to  be  inge- 
nious and  aftive  about  the  trifles  of  time,  while  you 
negleft  that  great  work  for  which  you  were  created 
and  redeemed  ?  Can  you  be  wife  and  yet  not  confider 
your  latter  end  ?  Nay,  can  you  pretend  to  fo  nmch  as 
common  fenfe,  while  you  fell  your  eternal  falvation 
for  the  fordid  pleafures  of  a  few  flying  years  ?  Have 
you  common  fenfe,  when  you  will  not  keep  your- 
.  felves  out  of  everlafting  fire  ?  What  can  a  madman 
do  worfe  than  wilfully  defl:roy  himfelf  ?  And  this 
you  are  doing  every  day. 

And  yet  thefe  very  perfons  are  proud  of  their  mad- 
nefs,  and  are  apt  to  fling  the  charge  of  folly  upon 
others,  efpecially  if  they  obferve  fome  poor  weak  crea- 
tures, though  it  be  but  one  in  five  hundred,  fall  into 
melancholy,  or  lofe  their  reafon  for  a  time,  while 

the^ 
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they  are  groaning  under  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  anxious 
about  their  eternal  ftate ;  then  what  a  clamour  againft 
religion  and  precifenefs,  as  the  ready  way  to  make 
people  run  mad !  then  they  even  dare  to  publifli  their 
rcfolution  that  they  will  not  read  and  pore  fo  much 
upon  thefe  things,  left  it  Ihould  drive  them  out  of 
their  fenfes.  O  miferable  mortals  !  is  it  poffible  they 
ihould  be  more  dangeroufly  mad  then  they  are  akea- 
dy !  Do  you  lay  out  your  reafon,  your  ftrength, 
and  time  in  purfuing  vain  fhadows  and  in  feeding  a 
mortal  body  for  the  grave,  y/hile  the  important  reali- 
ties of  the  eternal  world,  and  the  falvation  of  your 
immortal  fouls  are  forgotten  or  neglefted !  Do  you 
fell  your  Saviour  with  Judas  for  a  little  money,  and 
change  your  part  in  God  and  heaven  for  the  fordid 
pleafures  of  fin,  which  are  but  for  a  feafbn  !  and  are 
you  afraid  of  ferioufly  reflecting  upon  this  courfe 
that  you  may  reform  it  for  fear  fuch  thoughts  fhould 
make  you  mad  ?  What  greater  madneis  than  this 
can  you  fear  ?  Will  you  run  from  God,  from  Chrift, 
from  mercy,  from  the  faints,  from  heaven  itfelf,  for 
fear  of  being  mad  ?  Alas !  you  are  mad  in  the  worft 
fenfe  already.  Will  you  run  to  heU  to  prove  your- 
felves  in  your  fenfes  ?  He  was  a  wife  and  good  man 
whofaid, "  Though  the  lofs  of  a  man^s  underfianding 
is  a  grievous  affliaion,  and  fuch  as  I  hope  God  will 
never  lay  upon  me,  yet  I  had  a  thoufand  times  rather 
go  diftracted  to  Bedlam  with  the  exceflive  care  about 
my  falvation,  than  to  be  one  of  you  that  caft  away 
the  care  of  your  falvation  for  fear  of  being  diftraded, 
and  will  go  among  the  infernal  Bedlams  into  hell  for 
fear  of  being  mad/*  Diftra6tion  in  itfdf  is  not  a 
moral  evil,  but  a  phyfical,  like  thofe  diforders  of  body 
from  which  it  often  proceeds,  and  therefore  is  no  ob- 
jeft  for  punifliment,  and  had  you  no  capacity  of  un- 
derftanding  you  would  have  a  cloak  for  your  fin ; 
but  your  madnefs  is  your  crime,  becaufe  it  is  volun- 
tary, and  therefore  you  muft  give  an  account  for  it 
to  the  Sypreme  J\idge, 

It 
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.    It  would  be  eafy  to  offer  many  more  confiderati- 
ons  to  expofe  the  abfurdity  and  danger  of  your  con- 
duft  in  negleftinff  the  one  thing  neceffary ;  but  thefe 
inuft  fiiffice  for  the  prefent  hour.     And  I  only  defire 
you  to  t:onfider  farther,  if  this  be  ajuft  view  of  the 
condud  of  fuch  as  are  guilty  of  this  negledl,  in  what 
a  miferable,  pitiable  condition  is  the  world  in  generall 
I  have  fo  often  tried  the  utmoft  energy  of  my  own 
words  upon  you  with  fo  little  fuccefs  as  to  many, 
that  I  am  grown  quite  weary  of  them.     Allow  mc 
therefore  for  once  to  borrow  the  more  ftriking  and 
pungent  words  of  one  now  in  heaven  ;  of  one  who 
had  more  fuccefs  tlian  almoft  any  of  his  cotempora- 
ries  or  fucceffors  in  the  important  work  of  converting 
Jinnersfrom  the  error  of  their  way^  and  faving folds  from 
death  ;  I  mean  that  incomparable  preacher  Mr.  Bax- 
ter, who  fowed  an  immotal  feed  in  his  parifh  of  Kid- 
derminfter, .  which  grows  and  brings  forth  fruit  to 
this  day.     His  words  have,  through  the  divine  blet- 
ling,  been  irrefifHble  to  thoufands  ;  and  O  that  fuch 
of  you,  my  dear  hearers,  whofe  hearts  may  have  been 
proof  againfl:  mine,  may  not  be  fo  againfl  his  alfo  ! 
**  Look  upon  this  text  of  fcripture,  fays  he,  and 
look  alfo  upon  the  courfe  of  the  earth,  and  confider 
of  the  difagreement ;  and  whether  it  be  not  flill  ad 
before  the  flood,  that  all  the  imaginations  of  man'' s  heart 
are  evil  continually  ?  Gen.  vi.  5.     Were  it  poflible  for 
21  man  to  fee  the  affedions  and  motions  of  all  the 
world  at  once,  as  God  feeth  them,  what  a  pitiful  fight 
it  would  be !  What  a  flir  do  they  make,  alas,  poor 
fouls  !  for  they  know  not  what !  while  they  forget, 
or  flight,  or  hate  the  one  thing  needful.     What  an 
heap  of  gadding  ants  Ihould  we  fee  that  do  nothing 
but  gather  flicks  and  ftraws !  Look  among  perfons  of 
every  rank,  in  city  and  country,  and  look  into  fami- 
lies about  you,  and  fee  what  trade  it  is  they  are  moft 
bufily  driving  on,  whether  it  be  for  heaven  or  earth  ? 
And  whether  you  can  difcern  by  their  care  and  la- 
bours that  they  underftand  what  is  the  one  thing  ne- 
Voi^.  II.  H  cefl&ry . 
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ceffary  ?  Thefe  are  as  bufy  as  bees ;  but  not  for  ho- 
ney, but  in  fpinning  fuch  a  fpider's  web  as  the  befoni 
of  death  will  prefently  fweep  down.  Job  viii.  14; 
They  labour  hard ;  but  for  what  ?  For  the  food  that 
ferijheth^  but  not  for  that  which  endureth  t-o  everlq/l^ 
inglifr.  John  vi.  27,  They  are  diKgent  feekers; 
but  for  what  ?  Not  firft  for  iJod,  his  kingdom  and 
righteoufnefsjbut  for  that  which  they  might  have  had 
as  an  addition  to  their  bleffednefs.  Matt.  vi.  33.  They 
are  ftill  doing  ;  what  are  they  doing  ?  Even  undoing 
themfelves  by  running  away  from  God,  to  hunt  a£ 
tef  the  periftiing  pleafures  of  the  world.  Inftead  of 
providing  for  tne  life  to  come,  they  are  making 
frovifion  for  the  fiejh  tofolfil  its  lujls.  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
Some  of  them  hear  the  word  of  God,  but  they 
prefently  choke  it  by  the  deceitfulnefo  of  riches  and 
the  cares  of  this  life.  Luke  viii.  14.  They  are  care-^ 
ful  and  troubled  about  many  things  ;  but  the  one  thing 
that  fhould  be  all  to  them  is  caft  by  as  if  it  were 
nothing.  Providing  for  the  flefli  and  minding  the 
world  IS  the  employment  of  their  lives.  They  labour 
with  a  canine  appetite  for  their  trafh  ;  but  to  holinefi 
they  have  no  appetite,  and  are  worfe  than  indifferent 
to  the  things  that  are  indeed  defirable.  They  have 
no  covetoufnefs  for  the  things  which  they  are  com- 
manded earnejlly  to  covet,  i  Cor.  xii.  31.  They  have 
io  little  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteouihefs,  that  a 
very  little  or  none  will  fatisfy  them.  Here  they  are 
pleading  always  for  moderation, and  againft  too  much, 
and  too  earneft,  and  too  long  ;  and  all  is  too  much 
with  them  that  is  above  ftark  nought,  or  dead  hypo- 
crify  ;  and  all  is  too  earneft  and  too  long  that  would 
make  religion  feem  a  bufinefs,  or  engage  them  to  feein 
ferious  in  their  own  profeffion,  or  put  them  paft  jelt 
in  the  worftiip  of  God  and  the  matters  of  their  falva- 
tion.  Let  but  their  children  or  fervants  negleft  their 
worldly  bufinefs  (which  I  confefs  they  Ihould  not  do) 
and  they  fliall  hear  of  it  with  both  their  ears  ;  but  if 
they  fin  againft  God,  or  negled  his  word  or  worfliip, 

they 
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they  fliall  meet  with  more  patience  than  Eli*s  fon  did  : 
a  cold  reproof  is  ufually  the  moft ;  and  it  is  well  if 
they  be  not  encouraged  in  their  fin  :   it  is  well  if  a 
child  or  fervant  that  begins  to  be  ferious  for  falvation 
be  not  rebuked,  derided  and  hindered  by  them.    If 
on  their  days  of  labour  they  overfleep  themfelves, 
they  fliall  be  fure  to  be  called  up  to  work  (and  good 
res^on)  but  when  do  they  call  them  up  to  prayer  ? 
when  do  they  urge  them  to  confider  or  converfe  upon 
the  things  that  concern  their  everlafting  life.     I'he 
Lord's  own  day,  which  is  appointed  to  be  fet  apart 
for  matters  of  this  nature,  is  wafted  in  idlenefs  or 
worldly  talk.     Come  at  any  time  into  their  company 
and  you  may  talk  enough,  and  too  much  of  news, 
or  other  mens  matters,  of  their  worldly  bufinefsjfports 
and  pleafures,  but  about  God  and  their  falvation  they 
have  fo  little  to  fay,  and  that  fo  heartlefsly  and  on 
the  by,  as  if  they  were  things  that  belonged  not  to 
their  care  and  duty,  and  no  whit  concerned  them. 
Talk  with  them  about  the  renovation  of  the  foul,  the 
nature  of  holinefs,  and  the  life  to  come,  and  you  will 
find  them  almoft  as  dumb  as  a  fifli.     The  moft  un- 
derftand  not  matters  of  this  nature,  nor  much  defire 
or  care  to  underftand  them.  If  one  would  teach  them 
perfonally,  they  are  too  old  to  be  catechifcd  or  to 
learn,  though  not  too  old  to  be  ignorant  of  the  mat- 
ters they  were  made  for  and  preferved  for  in  the 
world.     They  are  too  wife  to  learn  to  be  wife,  and 
too  good  to  be  taught  how  to  be  good,  though  not 
too  wife  to  follow  the  feducements  of  the  devil  and 
the  world,  nor  too  good  to  be  the  flaves  of  Satan  and 
the  defpifers  and  enemies  of  goodnefs.     If  they  do 
any  thing  which  they  call  ferving  God,  it  is  feme 
cold  and  heartlefs  ufe  of  words  to  make  themfelves 
believe  that  for  all  their  fins  they  fliall  be  faved ;  fo 
that  God  will  call  that  a  ferving  their  fins  and  abo- 
minations, which  they  call  a  ferving  of  God.    Some 
of  them  will  confefs  that  holinefs  is  good,  but  they 
hope  God  will  be  merciful  to  them  without  it ;  and 
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fome  do  fo  hate  it,  that  it  is  a  difpleaiing,  irkfomc 
thing  to  them  to  hear  any  ferious  difcourfe  of  holi- 
nefs ;  and  they  deteft  and  deride  thofe  as  fanatical, 
troublefonie  precifians  that  diligently  feek  the  one 
thing  neceffary :  fo  that  if  the  belief  of  the  moft  may 
be  judged  by  their  praAices,  we  may  confidently  fay, 
that  they  do  not  praftically  believe  that  ever  they 
fhould  be  brought  to  judgment,  or  that  there  is  any 
heaven  or  hell  to  be  expefted  ;  and  that  their  coi>- 
feffion  of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures  and  the  articles 
of  the  chriftian  faith  are  no  proofs  that  they  heartily 
take  them  to  be  true.  Who  can  be  fuch  a  ftranger 
to  the  world  as  not  to  fee  that  this  is  the  cafe  of  the 
greateft  part  of  men.  And,  which  is  worft  of  all^ 
they  go  on  in  this  courfe  againft  all  that  can  be  iaid 
to  them,  and  will  give  no  impartial,  confiderate  hear- 
ing to  the  truth,  which  would  recover  them  to  their 
wits,  but  live  as  if  it  would  be  a  felicity  to  them  in 
hell  to  think  that  they  came  thither  by  wilful  refolur 
tion,  and  in  defpite  of  the  remedy/' 

This,  finners,  is  a  true  reprefentation  of  your  cafe, 
drawn  by  one  that  well  knew  it  and  lamented  it. 
And  what  do  you  now  think  of  it  yourfelves  ?  What 
do  you  think  will  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  courfe? 
Is  it  fafe  to  perfift  in  it  ?  or  flxall  I  be  fo  happy  as  to 
bring  you  to  a  ftand  ?  Will  you  ftill  go  on,  troubling 
yourfelves  with  many  things?  or  will  you  refolve 
for  the  future  to  mind  the  one  thing  needful  above 
all  ?  I  befeech  you  to  come  to  fome  refolution.  Time 
is  on  the  wing,  and  does  not  allow  you  to  hefitate  in 
fo  plain  and  important  an  affair.  Do  you  need  any 
farther  excitements  ?  Then  I  fhall  try  the  force  of 
one  confideration  more  contained  in  my  text,  and 
that  is  Neceffity. 

Remember  neceffity,  the  moft  preffing,  abfolute 
neceflity,  enforces  this  care  upon  you.  One  thing  is 
needfully  abfolutely  needful,  always  needful,  and  need- 
ful above  all  other  things.  This,  one  would  think, 
is  fuch  an  argument  as  cannot  but  prevail.  What  ex- 
ploits 
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Eloits  has  neceflity  performed  in  the  world!  What  arts 
as  it  difcovered  as  the  mother  of  invention  \  what 
labours,  what  fatigues,  what  fufferings  has  it  under- 
gone! What  dangers  has  it  encountered!  Whatdiffi^^ 
culties  has  it  overcome  ?  Neceflity  is  a  plea  which  you 
think  will  warrant  you  to  do  any  thing  and  excu£b 
any  thing.  Reafoning  againfl:  neceflity  is  but  reafoning 
againft  a  hurricane  ;  it  bears  all  before  it.  To  obtain 
the  neceflaries  of  life,  as  they  are  called,  how  much 
wiU  men  do  and  fufier !  Nay,  with  what  hardfliips  and 
perils  will  they  not  conflift  for  things  that  they  ima- 
gine neceflary,  not  to  their  life  but  to  their  eafe,  their 
honour,  or  pleafure !  But  what  is  this  neceflity  when 
compared  to  that  which  I  am  now  urging  upon  you  ? 
In  comparifon  of  this,  the  mofl:  neceflary  of  thofe 
things  are  but  fuperfluities  ;  for  if  your  eafe,  or  ho- 
nour, or  pleafure,  or  even  your  life  in  this  world  be 
not  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  they  cannot  be  to  the  heirs 
of  immortality,  then  certainly  thofe  things  which  you 
imagine  neceflary  to  your  eafe,  your  honour,  your 
pleafure,  or  mortal  life,  are  ftill  lefs  neceflary.  But 
O  !  to  efcape  everlafl:ing  mifery,  and  to  fecure  ever- 
lafiing  {alvation,  this  is  the  grand  neceflity  !  This 
will  appear  neceflary  in  every  point  of  your  immor- 
tal duration  ;  neceflary  when  you  have  done  with 
this  world  for  ever,  and  mufl:  leave  all  its  cares,  en- 
joyments, and  puriuits  behind  you.  And  ftiall  not 
this  grand  neceflity  prevail  upon  you  to  work  out 
your  Cdvation,  and  make  that  your  great  bufinefs, 
when  a  far  lefs  neceflity,  a  neceifity  that  will  laft  but 
a  few  years  at  mofl:,  fets  you  and  the  world  around 
you  upon  fuch  hard  labours  and  eager  purfuits  for 
pcrifl[iing  vanities  ?  All  the  neceflity  in  the  world  is 
nothing  in  comparifon  of  that  which  lies  upon  you 
to  work  out  your  falvation  ;  and  fliail  tliis  have  no 
weight  ?  If  you  do  not  labour  or  contrive  for  the 
bread  that  peri/heth^  you  muft  beg  or  ttarve  ?  but  if 
you  will  not  labour  for  the  bread  that  endureth  unto 
cverlailing  life,  you  mufl:  burn  in  hell  for  ever.  You 

muft 
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muft  lie  in  prifon  if  your  debts  with  men  be  not  paid  j 
but,  O  !  what  is  it  to  the  prifon  of  hell,  where  you 
naiift  be  confined  for  ever  if  your  debts  to  the  juftice 
ctf  God  be  not  remitted,  and  you  do  not  obtain  an 
intereft  in  the  righteoufnels  erf  Ghrift,  which  alone 
can  make  fatisfacSon  for  them !  You  muft  fuflfer  hun* 
gcr  and  nakedncfe  unlcfe  you  take  care  to  provide 
food  and  raiment ;  but  you  muft  fuffer  eternal  ba- 
niihment  from  God  and  all  the  joys  of  his  prcfence 
if  you  do  not  labour  to  fecure  the  one  thing  needfuL 
Without  the  riches  of  this  world  you  may  be  rich  in 
jfeith  and  heirs  of  the  heavenly  inheritance.    With* 
out  earthly  pleafures  you  may  have  joy  unfpeakable, 
and  full  of  glory  in  the  love  of  God,  and  the  expect 
tation  of  the  kingdom  referved  in  heaven  for  you. 
Without  health  of  body  you  may  have  happinefs  of 
fjnrit ;  and  even  without  this  mortal  life  you  may 
enjoy  eternal  life.     Without  the  things  of  the  world 
you  may  live  in  want  for  a  little  while,  but  then  you 
will  foon  be  upon  an  equality  with  the  greateft  prin- 
ces.   But  without  this  one  thing  needful  you  are  un- 
done, abfolutely  undone.    Though  you  were  as  rich 
as  Croefus,  you  are  wretched^  and  mi/era b!e,  and  poor ^ 
and  blind,  and  naked.     Your  very  being  becomes  a 
curfe  to  you.     It  is  your  curfe  that  you  are  a  man,  a 
reafonable  creature.    It  had  been  infinitely  better  for 
you  if  you  had  been  a  toad  or  a  fnake,  and  fo  inca- 
pable of  fin  and  of  immortality,  and  confequently  of 
punifhment.     O  then  let  this  grand  neceifity  prevail 
with  you  ! 

I  know  you  have  other  wants,  which  you  fhould 
moderately  labour  to  provide  for,  but  O  how  fmall 
and  of  how  Ihort  continuance  !  If  life  and  all  fliould 
be  loft,  you  may  more  than  find  all  in  heaven.  But 
if  you  mifs  at  this  one  thing,  all  the  world  cannot 
make  up  the  lofs. 

Therefore,  to  conclude  with  the  awakening  and 
refiftlefs  words  of  the  author  I  before  quoted,  "  A- 
wake,  you  fluggilh,  carelefs  fouls !  your  houfc  over 

your 
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your  head  is  in  a  flame !  the  hand  of  God  is  lifted' 
up !  If  you  love  yourfelves,  prevent  the  ftroke.  Vefi-. 
^eance  is  at  your  backs,  the  wrath  of  God  pUrlues 
your  fin,  and  wo  to  you  if  he  find  it  upon  you 
when  he  overtaketh  you.  Away  with.it  foeedily !  up 
and  begone ;  return  to  God  !  make  Chnil  and  mer^ 
q?^y ou£.  fipiends  in  time,  if  you  love  your  lives !  the 
Judge  is  coming  !  for  all  that  you  have  heard  of  it 
fo  long,  yet  ftillyou  believe  it  not.    You  fliall  fliort- 
!y  fee  the  majefty  of  his  appearance*  and  the  dreadful 
glory  of  his  face ;  and  yet  do  you  not  begin  to  look 
about  you,  and  make  ready  for  fuch  a  day  ?  Yea,  be- 
fore that  day,  your  feparated  fouls  Ihall  begin  to  reap 
as  you  have  fowed  here.     Though  now  the  partiti- 
on that  ftands  between  you  and  the  world  to  come 
do  keep  unbelievers  ftrangers  to  the  things  that  mofl 
concern  them,  yet  death  will  quickly  find  a  portal  to 
let  you  in :  and  then,  finners,  you  will  find  fuch  do* 
ings  there  as  you  little  thought  of,  or  did  not  fenfi- 
bly  regard  upon  earth. — Before  your  friends  will 
have  time  enough  to  wrap  up  your  pale  corps  in 
your  winding-flieet,  you  will  fee  and  feel  that  which 
will  tell  you  to  the  quick,  that  one  thing  was  necef- 
fary.     If  you  die  without  this  one  thing  neceffary, 
before  your  friends  can  have  finilhed  your  funerals, 
your  fouls  will  have  taken  up  their  places  among  de- 
vils in  endlefs  torments  anddefpair,  and  all  the  wealth, 
and  honour,  and  pleafure  that  the  world  afforded  you 
will  not  eafe  you.  This  is  fed,  but  it  is  true,  firs ;  for 
God  hath  fpoken  it.     Up  therefore  and  beftir  you 
for  the  life  of  your  fouls.    Neceflity  will  awake  even 
the  fluggard.    Neceflity,  we  fay,  mil  break  through 
ftone  walls.  The  proudeft  will  ftoop  to  neceility  :  the 
moft  flothful  will  beftir  themfelves  in  neceflity :  the 
moft  carelefs  will  be  induftrious  in  neceflity  :  neceC- 
fity  will  make  men  do  any  thing  that  is  poflible  to 
be  done.     And  is  not  neceflity,  the  higheft  neceflity, 
your  own  neceflity,  able  to  make  you  cafl:  away  your 
fins,  and  take  up  an  holy  and  heavenly  life  ?  6  poor 

fouU  \ 
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fotjls  I  J9  there  a  greater  neceffity  of  your  fin  than  of 
your  filvation,  and  of  pleafing  your  flefh  for  a^  Uttle 
time  ihan  of  pleafing  the.  Lord  and  efcapiiig  e^rerlaft- 
ingmifery  ?**  6  that  you  would  confider  what  I  fay! 
and  the  Lord  give  you  underftanding  in  all  things ! 
Amen. 


SERMON    XXii, 

SAINTS  MVED  WITH  DIFFICULTY,  AND  THE  CERTAIN 

PERDITION  OF  SINNERS. 


I  Pet.  iv.  18.     And  if  the  righteous  fcarcely  he  favedy 
where  Jhall  the  ungodly  and  the  Jinner  appear  ? 

THIS  text  may  found  in  your  ears  like  a  meflage 
from  the  dead  ;  for  it  is  at  the  requeft  of  our 
deceafed  friend  *  that  I  now  infill  upon  it.  He  knew 
fo  much  from  the  trials  he  made  in  life,  that  if  he 
ihould  be  faved  at  all,  it  would  be  with  great  difiicul- 
ty,  and  if  he  fliould  efcape  defliruAion  at  all,  it  would 
be  a  very  narrow  efcape  ;  and  he  alfo  knew  fo  much 
of  this  ftupid,  carelefs  world,  that  they  flood  in  need 
of  a  folemn  warning  on  this  head  ;  and  therefore  de- 
fired  that  his  death  fliould  give  occafion  to  a  fermon 
on  this  alarming  fubjcft.     But  now  the  unknown 
wonders  of  the  invifible  world  lie  open  to  his  eyes ; 
and  now  alfo  he  can  take  a  full  review  of  his  paukge 
through  this  mortal  life ;  now  he  fees  the  many 
unfufpeftcd  dangers  he  narrowly  efcaped,  and  the 
many  fiery  darts  of  the  devil  which  thefliield  of  faith 
repelled  5  now,  like  a  fliip  arrived  in  port,  he  reviews 
the  rocks  and  flioals  he  pafled  through,  many  of  which 
lay  under  water  and  out  of  fight ;  and  therefore  now 
heismorefullyacquaintedwith  thediflSculty  of  falvati- 

on 

*  The  pcrfon  was  Mr.  James  Hooper;  and  the  Sermon  is 
dated  Aug.  21,  1756. 


Senn;  22.     the  cert  am  Perdition  of  Sinners.  57 

on  than  ever»  And  fliould  he  now  rife  and  make  his 
appearance  in  this  affembly  in  the  folemn  and  dread 
attire  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  world  of  fpirits,  and 
again  direft  me  to  a  more  proper  fubjeft,  methinks 
he  would  ftill  ftand  to  his  choice,  and  propofe  it  to 
your  ferious  thoughts,  that  if  the  righteous  fcarcelj  be 
J'aved^  where  Jhall  the  ungodly  and  thefinner  appear  ? 

The  apoftle's  principal  defign  in  the  context  feems 
to  be  to  prepare  the  Chriftians  for  thofe  fufferings 
which  he  faw  coming  upon  them,  on  account  of  their 
religion.  Beloved^  fays  he,  think  it  notjirange  concern- 
ing the  fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you^  as  though  fojne 
Jirange  thing  happened  unto  you^  verfe  12.  but  rejoice  in^ 
afmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of  GhrifVs  fufferings  :  it  is 
no  ftrange  thing  that  you  fliould  fuffer  on  account 
of  your  religion  in  fuch  a  wicked  world  as  this,  for 
Chrift  the  founder  of  your  religion  met  with  the  fame 
treatment ;  and  it  is  enough  that  the  fervant  be  as 
his  mafter,  ver.  13.  only  he  advifes  them,  that  if  they 
mull  fuffer,  that  they  did  not  fuffer  as  malefaftors, 
but  only  for  the  name  of  Chrift,  ven  14,  15,  But^ 
fays  he,  if  any  man  fuffer  as  a  Chrijiian,  let  him  not  be 
afhamed^  ver.  16.  for  the  time  is  come  that  judgmerirmufi 
begin  at  the  hmfe  of  God.  He  feems  to  have  a  particu- 
lar view  to  the  cruel  perfecution  that  a  little  after 
this  was  raifed  againft  the  chriftians  by  the  tyrant 
Nero,  and  more  directly  to  that  which  was  raifed 
againft  them  every  where  by  the  feditious  Jews,  who 
were  the  moft  inveterate  enemies  of  chriftianity.  The 
dreadful  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem,  which  was  plainly 
foretold  by  Chrift  in  the  hearing  of  St.  Peter,  was 
now  at  hand.  And  from  the  fufferings  which  chrif- 
tians, the  favourites  of  heaven,  endured,  he  infers 
how  much  more  dreadful  the  vengeance  would  be 
which  fliould  fall  upon  their  enemies  the  infidel  Jews, 
If  judgment  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God,  his  church, 
wnat  fliall  be  the  doom  of  the  camp  of  rebels  ?  If  it 
begin  at  us  chriftians  who  obey  the  gofpel,  what  fliall 
be  the  end  of  them  that  obey  it  not  ?  Alas  !  what 
Vol.  IL  I  ibaXL 
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fliall  become  of  them  ?  Them  that  obey  not  the  go/pel 
of  God,  is  a  defcription  of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  to 
whom  it  was  peculiarly  applicable  ;  and  the  apoftic 
may  have  a  primary  reference  to  the  dreadful  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  city  and  nation  which  was  much  more 
fevere  than  all  the  fufferings  the  perfecuted  chriftians 
had  then  endured.  But  I  fee  no  reafon  for  confining 
the  apoftle's  view  entirely  to  this  temporal  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Jews  :  he  feems  to  refer  farther  to  that  ftill 
more  terrible  deftruclion  that  awaits  all  that  obey  not 
the  goi^el  in  the  eternal  world  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  the 
<:hildren  are  fo  feverely  chaftifed  in  this  world,  what 
fhall  become  of  rebels  in  the  world  to  come,  the  pro- 
per ftate  of  retribution  ?  How  much  more  tremen- 
dous muft  be  their  fate  ! 

In  thie  text  he  carries  on  the  fame  reflection.  If  the 
righteous  fcarcely  he  faved,  where  jhall  the  ungodly  and 
thefinner  appear  ?  The  righteous  is  the  common  cha- 
rafter  of  all  good  men  or  true  chriftians ;  and  the  un- 
godly and  the  finner  are  charafters  which  may  in- 
clude the  wicked  of  all  nations  and  ages.  Now,  fays 
he, ''  if  the  righteous  be  but  fcarcely  faved,  faved 
with  great  difficulty,  jufc  faved,  and  no  more,  where 
fliall  idolaters  and  vicious  finners  appear,  whofe  cha- 
rader  is  fo  oppofite  ?'* 

The  abrupt  and  pungent  form  of  expreflion  is  ve- 
ry emphatical.  Where  Jhall  the  ungodly  and  thefinner 
appear  !  I  need  not  tell  you,  your  own  reafon  will  in- 
form you  :  I  appeal  to  yourfelves  for  an  anfwer,  for 
you  are  all  capable  of  determining  upon  fo  plain  a 
cafe.  Where  jhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ? 
Alas  !  it  ftrikes  me  dumb  with  horror  to  think  of  it : 
it  is  fo  fliocking  and  terrible  tliat  I  cannot  bear  to 
defcribe  it.  Now  they  are  gay,  merry,  and  rich  ;  but 
when  I  look  a  little  forward  I  fee  them  appear  in  ve^ 
ry  different  circumftances,  and  the  horror  of  the  prof- 
ped  is  hardly  fupportable.^' 

St.  Peter  here  fuppofes  that  there  is  fomething  in 
the  conditioa  and  character  of  a  righteous  man  that 
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renders  his  falvation  comparatively  eafy  ;  fomething 
from  whence  we  might  expeft  that  he  will  certainly 
be  faved,  and  that  without  much  difficulty  :  and,  on. 
the  other  hand,  that  there  is  fomething  in  the  oppo- 
fite  charafter  and  condition  of  the  ungodly  and  the 
finner  that  gives  us  reafon  to  conclude  that  there  is 
no  probability  at  all  of  their  falvation  while  they  con- 
tinue fuch.  But  he  afferts  that  even  the  righteous, 
whofe  falvation  feems  fo  likely  and  comparatively 
eafy,  is  not  faved  without  great  difficulty  ;  he  is  juft 
faved,  and  that  is  all :  what  then  fhall  we  conclude 
of  the  ungodly  and  the  linner,  whofe  charafter  gives 
no  ground  for  favourable  expectations  at  all  ?  If  our 
hopes  are  but  juft  accomplifhed,  with  regard  to  the 
moft  promiiin^,  what  fliall  become  of  thofe  whofe  cafe 
is  evidently  hopelefs  ?  Alas  !  where  (hall  they  appear  ? 

The  method  in  which  I  intend  to  profecute  our 
fuhjecl  is  this : 

L  I  (hall  point  out  the  principal  difficulties,  whit:h 
even  the  righteous  meet  with  in  the  way  to  falvation. 

11.  I  fiiall  mention  thofe  things  in  the  condition 
and  character  of  the  righteous  which  render  his  fal- 
vation fo  promifing  and  feemingly  eafy,  and  then* 
fhowyou  that,  if  with  all  thefe  favourable  and  hope- 
ful circumftances  he  is  not  faved  but  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,  thofe  who  are  of  an  oppofite  cha- 
racter, and  whofe  condition  is  fo  evidently  and  ap- 
parently defperate,  cannot  be  faved  at  all. 

I.  I  am  to  point  out  the  principal  difficulties  which 
even  the  righteous  meet  with  in  the  way  to  falvation. 

Here  I  would  premife,  that  fuch  who  have  become 
truly  religious  and  perfevered  in  the  way  of  holinefs 
and  virtue  to  the  laft,  will  meet  with  no  difficulty  at 
all  to  be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The 
difficulty  does  not  lie  here,  for  the  fame  apoftle  Pe- 
ter alTures  us,  that  if  we  give  all  diligence  to  make  our 
calling  and  eledion  fure  we  fliall  never  fall ;  but  fo  an 
entrance  Jhall  be  adminijlered  unto  us  abundantly  into  the 
everlajiing  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl. 

2  Peter, 
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a,  Peter,  i.  lo,  1 1*  But  the  difficulty  lies  in  this,  that, 
all  things  conlidered,  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  ob- 
tain, and  perfevere  in  real  religion  in  the  prefcnt  cor- 
rupt ftate  of  things,  where  we  meet  with  fo  many 
temptations  and  fuch  powerful  oppofition^  Or,  in 
other  words,  it  is  difficult  in  fuch  a  world  as  this  to 
prepare  for  falvation  ;  and  this  renders  it  difficult  to 
be  faved,  becaufe  we  cannot  be  faved  without  pre- 
paration. 

It  muft  alfo  be  obferved  that  a  religious  life  is  at.- 
tended  with  the  moft  pure  and  folid  pleafures  even 
in  this  world ;  and  they  who  choofe  it  aft  the  wifeft 
part  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  ftate  :  they  are  really 
the,  happieft  people  upon  our  globe.  Yet,  were  it 
otherwife,  the  bleffed  confequences  of  a  religious  life 
in  the  eternal  world  would  make  amends  for  all,  and 
recommend  fuch  a  courfe,  notwithftanding  the  great- 
eft  difficulties  and  the  fevereft  fufFerings  that  might 
attend  it. 

But  notwithftanding  this  conceffion,  the  chriftian 
courfe  is  full  of  hardfliips,  oppofitions,  trials,  and  dif- 
couragements.  This  we  may  learn  from  the  meta?- 
phorical  reprefentations  of  it  in  the  facred  writings, 
which  ftrongly  imply  that  it  is  attended  with  difficul- 
ties which  require  the  utmoft  exertion  of  all  our 
power  to  furmount.  It  is  called  a  warfare,  i  Tim. 
i.  1 8.  fighting,  2  Tim.  iv.  7.  The  graces  of  the  chrif- 
tian, and  the  means  of  begetting  and  cherifliing  them, 
are  called  weapons  of  war  :  there  is  the  fliield  of  faith ; 
the  hope  of  falvation,  which  is  the  helmet ;  the  fword 
of  the  fpirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God.  2  Cor.  x.  4. 
Eph.  vi.  13 — 1 7.  The  end  of  the  Chriftian's  courfe  is 
victory  after  conflift.  Rev.  ii.  7.  And  chriftians  are 
foldiers  ;  and  as  fuch  muft  endure  hardfliips.  2  Tm\. 
ii.  3.  Now  a  military  life  you  know  is  a  fcene  of  la- 
bour, hardfliips,  and  dangers;  and  therefore  fo  is  the 
chriftian  life,  which  is  compared  to  it  in  thefe  refpefts. 
It  is  compared  to  a  race,  Heb.  xii.  1,2.  to  wreftling 
and  the  other  vigorous  exercifes  of  the  Olympic 

games. 
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games,  Eph.  vi.  12.  Luke  xiii.  24.  to  walking  in  z 
narrow  way.  Matt.  vii.  14.  and  entering  at  the  ilrait 
gate.  Luke  xiii.  24.  This,  my  brethren,  and  this  on- 
ly, is  the  way  to  falvation.  And  is  this  the  way  in 
which  you  are  walking  ?  Or  is  it  the  finooth,  eafy, 
downward  road  to  deftruSion  ?  You  may  Aide  along 
that  without  exertion  or  difficulty,  like  a  dead  fifh 
ftvimming  with  the  ftream  ;  but,  O !  look  before  you, 
and  fee  whither  it  leads  ! 

The  enemies  that  oppofe  our  religious  progrefs  are 
the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flelh.  Thefe  form  a 
powerful  alliance  againft  our  falvation,  and  leave  no 
artifice  untried  to  obftruft  it. 

The  things  of  the  world,  though  good  in  them- 
felves,  are  temptations  to  fuch  depraved  hearts  as 
ours.  Riches,  honours,  and  pleafure  fpread  their 
charms,and  tempt  us  to  the  purfuit  of  flying  fhadows, 
to  the  negledl  of  the  one  thing  needful.  Thefe  en- 
grofs  the  thoughts  and  concern,  the  affections  and  la- 
bours of  multitudes.  They  engage  with  fuch  eager- 
nefs  in  an  exceffive  hurry  of  bufinefs  and  anxious  care, 
or  fo  debauch  and  ftupify  themfelves  with  fenfual 
pleafures,  that  the  voice  of  God  is  not  heard,  the 
clamours  of  confcience  are  drowned,  the  ftate  of  their 
fouls  is  not  enquired  into,  theintcrcft  of  eternity  are 
forgotten,  the  eternal  God,  the  joys  of  heaven,  and 
the  pains  of  hell  are  caft  out  of  mind,  and  difregar- 
ded ;  and  they  care  not  for  any  or  all  of  thefe  impor- 
tant realitieSjif  they  can  but  gratify  the  luft  of  avarice, 
ambition,  and  fenfuality.  And  arc  fuch  likely  to  per-» 
form  the  arduous  work  of  falvation  ?  No ;  they  do 
not  fo  much  as  fcrioufly  attempt  it.  Now  thefe  things 
which  are  fatal  to  multitudes  throw  great  difficulties 
in  the  way  even  of  the  righteous  man.  He  finds  it 
hard  to  keep  his  mind  intent  upon  his  great  concern 
in  the  midil  of  fuch  labours  and  cares  as  he  is  oblig- 
ed to  engage  in  ;  and  frequently  he  feels  his  heart 
eftranged  from  God  and  enfnared  into  the  ways  of 
fin,  his  devotion  cooled,  and  bis  whole  foul  difordered 
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by  thefe  allurements.  In  fhort,  he  finds  it  one  of  the 
hardeft  things  in  the  world  to  maintain  an  heavenly 
mind  in  fuch  an  earthly  region,  a  fpiritual  temper 
.among  fo  many  carnal  objeds.^ 

The  men  of  this  world  alfo  increafe  his  difficulties. 
Their  vain,  trifling,  or  wicked  eonverfation,  their  en- 
•fnaring  examples,  their  perfuafions,  falfe  reafonings, 
reproaches,,  menaces,  and  all  their  arts  of  flattery  and 
terror,  have  fbmetimes  a  very  fenfible  effeft  upon  him. 
Thefe  would  draw  him  into  fome  guUty  compliances, 
damp  his  courage,  and  tempt  him  to  apoftatize,  were 
he  not  always  upon  his  guard  ;  and  fometimes  in  an 
inadvertent  hour  he  feels  their  fatal  influence  upon 
him.  As  for  the  generality,  they  yield  themfelves 
up  to  thefe  temptations,  and  make  little  or  no  refift- 
ance  ;  and  thus  are  carried  down  the  ftream  into  the 
^infernal  pit.  Alas!  how  many  ruin  themfelves  through 
a  bafc,  unmanly  complaifance,  and  a  fervile  confor- 
mity to  the  mode  !  Believe  it,  firs,  to  be  fafliionably 
religious  and  no  more,  is  to  be  really  irreligious  in  the 
fight  of  God.  The  way  of  the  multitude  may  feem 
eafy,  pleafant  and  fociable ;  but,  alas  !  my  brethren, 
fee  where  it  ends !  it  leadeth  down  into  defliruciion*. 
Matt.  vii.  14. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  the  greateft  difficulty  in  our 
way  arifes  from  the  corruption  and  wickednefs  of 
our  own  hearts.  This  is  an  enemv  within ;  and  it  is 
this  that  betrays  us  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies 
without.  When  we  turn  our  eyes  to  this  quarter, 
what  vaft  difficulties  rife  in  our  way !  difficulties 
which  are  impoffibilities  to  us,  unlefs  the  almighty 
power  enables  us  to  furmount  them.  Such  are  a  blind 
mind,  ignorant  of  divine  things,  or  that  can  fpeculate 
only  upon  them,  but  does  not  fee  their  reality  and 
dread  importance ;  a  mind  empty  of  God  and  full  of 
the  lumber  and  vanities  of  this  world.  Such  are  a 
hard  heart,  infenfible  of  fin,  infenfible  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  and  the  infinite  mo- 
ment of  eternal  things.     Such  are  an  heart  difaffefted 
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to  God  and  his  fervice,  bent  upon  fin,  and  impatient 
of  reftraint.  Such  are  wild,  unruly  paffions  thrown 
into  a  ferment  by  every  trifle,  raifed  by  vanities,  er- 
roneous in  the  choice  of  objefts,  irregular  in  their 
motions,  and  extravagant  in  the  degree  of  attach- 
ment. Such  difficulties  are  ftrong  ungovernable  lufts 
and  appetites  in  animal  nature,  eager  for  gratification, 
and  turbulent  under  reftraint.  And  how  ftranffely 
does  this  inward  corruption  indifpofe  men  for  religi- 
on !  Hence  their  ignorance,  their  fecurity,  carddt 
nefe,  prefumptuous  hopes,  and  impenitence.  Hence 
their  unwillingnefs  to  admit  conviftion,  their  rcfift- 
ance  to  the  holy  fpirit  and  their  own  confciences,  their 
love  of  eafe  and  impatience  of  forrow  for  fin,  and  of 
folicitude  about  their  eternal  ftate.  Hence  their  con- 
tempt of  the  gofpel,  their  difregard  to  all  religious 
inftruftions,  their  negleft  of  the  means  of  grace,  and 
the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  or  their  carelefs,  formal, 
lukewarm  attendance  upon  them.  Hence  their  earth- 
ly-mindednefs,  their  fenfuality,  and  exceflive  love  of 
animal  pleafures.  Hence  it  is  fo  difficult  to  awaken 
them  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  fpiritual  condition,  and 
to  iuitable  eameftnefs  in  their  religious  endeavours  : 
and  hence  their  ficklenefs  and  inconftancy,  their  re- 
lapfes  and  backflidings,  when  they  have  been  a  little 
alarmed.  Hence  it  is  fo  difficult  to  bring  their  reli- 
gious impreffions  to  a  right  iflue,  and  to  lead  them 
to  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour.  In  fliort,  hence  it 
is  that  fo  many  thoufands  perifli  amidft  the  means  of 
falvation.  Thefe  difficulties  prove  eventually  infu- 
perable  to  the  generality ;  and  they  never  furmount 
them.  But  even  the  righteous,  who  is  daily  conquer- 
ing them  by  the  aid  of  divine  grace,  and  will  at  laft 
be  more  than  a  conqueror,  he  mil  finds  many  hinder- 
ances  and  difcouragements  from  this  quarter.  The 
remains  of  thefe  innate  corruptions  ftill  cleave  to  him 
in  the  prefent  ftate,  and  thefe  render  his  progrefs  hea- 
venward fo  flow  and  heavy.  Thefe  render  his  life  a 
conftant  warfare,  and  he  is  obliged  to  fight  his  way 
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tfarough.  Thefe  frequtntly  check  the  afpirations  of 
his  foiul  to  God,  cool  his  devotion,  damp  his  courage, 
enfhare  his  thoughts  and  affeclions  to  things  below, 
and  expofe  him  to  thefuccefsful  attacks  of  temptation. 
Alas  !  it  is  his  innate  corruption  that  involves  him 
in  darknefs  and  jealoufies,  in  tears  and  terrors,  after 
Jhours  of  fpiritual  light,  joy  and  confidence.  It  is  this 
that  baniflies  him  from  the  comfortable  prefence  of 
his  God,  and  caufes  him  to  go  mourning  without 
the  light  of  his  countenance.  Were  it  not  for  this, 
he  would  glide  along  through  life  eafy  and  unmolet 
ted  ;  he  would  find  the  ways  of  religion  to  be  ways 
of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  peace.  In  fliort,  it 
is  this  that  lies  upon  his  heart  as  the  heavieft  burden, 
and  renders  his  courfe  fo  rugged  and  dangerous.  And 
fuch  of  you  as  do  not  know  this  by  experience,  know 
nothing  at  all  of  true  experimental  chriftianity- 

FinaUy,  the  devil  and  his  angels  are  aftive,  power- 
ful and  artful  enemies  to  our  falvation  :  their  agency 
is  often  unperceived,  but  it  is  infinuating,  unfufpec- 
ted, and  therefore  the  more  dangerous  and  fuccefsful.: 
Thefe  malignant  fpirits  prcfent  enfnaring  images  to 
the  imagination,  and  no  doubt  blow  the  flame  of 
paflion  and  appetite.  They  labour  to  banilh  ferious 
thoughts  from  the  mind,  and  entertain  it  with  trifles. 
They  give  force  to  the  attacks  of  temptations  from 
the  world,  and  raife  and  foment  infurreftions  of  fin 
within.  And  if  they  cannot  hinder  the  righteous 
man  from  entering  upon  a  religious  courfe,  or  divert 
him  from  it,  they  will  at  leaft  render  it  as  difficult, 
laborious,  and  uncomfortable  to  him  as  poffible. 

See,  my  brethren,  fee  the  way  in  which  you  mufl 
walk  if  you  would  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
In  this  rugged  road  they  have  all  walked  who  are 
now  fafe  arrived  at  their  journey's  end,  the  land  of 
reft.  They  v^'^ere  faved,  but  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty I  they  efcaped  the  fatal  rocks  and  fhoals,  but  it 
was  a  very  narrow  efcape :  and  methinks  it  is  with  a 
kind  of  pieafing  horror  they  now  review  the  numerous 
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dangers  through  wBich  they  paffed,  many  of  which 
they  did  not  perhaps  fufpeft  till  they  were  over,  * 
And  is  this  the  way  in  which  you  are  walking  ?  Is 
your  religion  a  courfe  of  watchfulnefs,  labour,  con- 
flift,  and  vigorous  exertion  ?  Are  you  indeed  in  ear- 
neft  in  it  above  all  things  in  this  world  ?  Or  are  not 
many  of  you  lukewarm  Laodiceans  and  indifferent 
Gallios  about  thefe  things  ?  Your  religion  (if  it  may 
be  fo  called)  is  a  courfe  of  fecurity,  careleffnefs,  floth, 
and  formality.  Alas  !  if  all  the  vigour  and  exertion 
of  the  righteous  man  be  but  juft  fufficient  for  his  fal- 
vation,  where,  O  where  fliall  you  appear  ?  Which 
leads  me, 

11.  To  mention  thofe  things  in  the  charafter  and 
condition  of  the  righteous  which  render  his  falvation 
fo  promifing  and  feemingly  eafy,  and  then  fhew  that 
if  with  all  thofe  hopeful  circumftances  he  fliall  not 
be  faved  but  with  great  difficulty,  that  they  whofe 
charafter  is  direftly  oppofite,  and  has  nothing  encou- 
raging in  it,  cannot  poffibly  be  faved  at  all.  And  this 
head  I  Ihall  cafl  into  fuch  a  form  as  to  exemplify  the 
t^xt. 

I .  If  thofe  that  abflain  from  immorality  and  vice 
be  but  fcarcely  faved,  where  fhall  the  vicious,  profli- 
gate finner  appear  ? 

It  is  the  habitual  character  of  a  righteous  man  to  be 
temperate  and  fober,  chafte,  jufl,  and  charitable ;  to 
revere  the  name  of  God  and  every  thing  facred,  and 
religioufly  obferve  the  holy  hours  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  God.  This  is  always  an  eflential  part  of  his 
charader,  though  not  the  whole  of  it.  Now  fuch  a 
man  looks  promifing ;  he  evidently  appears  fo  far 

Vol.  U.  K  prepared 

*  There,  on  a  green  and  flow'ry  mount. 
Their  weary  fouls  now  fit  ; 
And  with  tranfporting  joys  recount 
The  labours  of  their  feet.  v   y 

Eternal  glories  to  the  King  /^V^ 

That  brought  them  fafely  thro* ; 
Their  lips  (hall  never  ceafe  to  fing, 
And  endlefs  praife  renew. 
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prepared  for  the  heavenly  ftate,  becaufe  he  is  fo  far 
conforiTied  to  the  law  of  God,  and  free  from  thofe 
enormities  which  are  never  found  in  the  region  of 
happinefe.  And  if  fuch  fhall  fcarcely  be  faved,  where 
ftail  thofe  of  the  oppofitc  character  appear  ?  Where 
/ball  the  brute  of  a  drunkard,  the  audacious  fwearer, 
the  fcofFer  at  religion,  the  unclean,  lecherous  wretch, 
the  liar,  the  defrauder,  the  thief,  the  extortioner,  the 
Sabbath-breaker,  the  reveller,  where  fhall  thefe  ap- 
pear ?  Are  thefe  likely  to  ftand  in  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous,  or  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God 
with  joy  ?  Is  there  the  leaft  likelihood  that  fuch  fliall 
be  faved  ?  If  you  will  regard  the  authority  of  an  in- 
fpired  apoftle  in  the  cafe,  I  can  drred  you  to  thofe 
places  where  you  may  find  his  exprefe  determination. 
J  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  Jhall 
mf  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God?  Be  not  deceived;  nei-^ 
ther  fornicators^  nor  adulterers^  nor  abufers  of  themfehes 
with  mankind^  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards^ 
Ttor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  Jhall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God  So  Gal.  v.  19 — 21.  The  works  of  the  flejh  are 
manifeji,  which  are  thefe,  adultery,  fornication,  unclean-^, 
tiefs,  lafcivioufnefs,  imtred,  variance,  emulations,  wrath, 
Jirife,  lyerefies,  feditions,  envyings,  revellings,  and  fuch 
like  ;  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before  ;  that  is,  I  honeftly 
forewarn  you,  as  I  have  alfo  told  you  in  time  paft, 
that  they  who  do  fuch  things  fliall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Rev.  xxi.  8.  The  fearful  (that  is, 
the  cowardly  in  the  caufe  of  religion)  the  urAelieving 
and  the  abominable,  and  murderers,  and  whoremongers^ 
^nd  all  liars,  fhall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  burn' 
eth  "with  fire  and  brimfione.  You  fee,  my  brethren, 
the  declarations  of  the  fcripture  are  exprefs  enough 
and  repeated  on  this  point.  And  are  there  not  fome 
of  you  here  who  indulge  yourfelves  in  one  or  other 
of  thefe  vices,  and  yet  hope  to  be  faved  in  that  courfe? 
that  is,  you  hope  your  Bible  and  your  religion  too 
are  fdfe  ;  for  it  is  only  on  that  fuppofition  that  your 
hope  of  falvation  gan  be  accompUflied^    AJas  !  will 
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you  venture  your  eternal  All  upon  the  truth  of  fuch 
a  blafphemous  fuppofition  as  this  ?  But, 

2.  If  thofe  that  confcientioufly  perform  the  duties 
of  religion  be  fcarcely  faved,  where  fhall  tii^  negleclers- 
of  them  appear  ? 

The  righteous  are  charafterized  as  perfons  that  ho- 
neftly  endeavour  to  perform  all  the  duties  they  owe 
to  God.  They  devoutly  read  and  hear  his  word, 
and  make  divine  things  their  ftudy ;  they  are  no 
ftrangers  to  the  throne  of  grace  ;  they  live  a  life  of 
prayer  in  their  retirements,  and  in  a  focial  capacity •. 
They  make  their  families  little  churches,  in  which 
divine  worihip  is  folemnly  performed.  Let  others  do 
as  they  will  ;  as  for  them  and  their  houfes,  like  Jo- 
fhua,  they  will  ferve  the  Lord.  Jofhua  xxiv.  15.  They 
gratefully  commemorate  the  fufferings  of  Chrift., 
and  give  themfelves  up  to  him  at  his  table ;  and  feri- 
oufly  improve  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel.  In 
fliort,  like  Zecharias  and  Elizabeth,  they  walk  in  all 
the  Jlatntes  and  ordinances  of  God  hlamelefs.  Luke  i.  6. 
This  is  their  prevailing  habitual  character.  And  there 
is  fomething  in  this  character  that  gives  reafon  to  pre- 
fume  they  will  be  faved  j  for  they  now  have  a  relifh 
for  the  fervice  of  God,  in  which  the  happinefs  of  hea7 
vcn  confifts  :  they  are  training  up  in  the  humble 
forms  of  devotion  in  the  church  below,  for  the  more 
exalted  employments  of  the  church  trumphant  on 
high.  Now  if  perfons  of  this  charafter  are  butyjr^rf ^- 
lyfaved^  where  Jhall  the  ungodly  appear^  who  perfift  in 
the  wilful  neglect  of  thefe  known  duties  of  religion  ? 
Can  they  be  faved,  who  do  not  fo  much  as  ufe  the 
means  of  falvation  ?  Can  thofe  that  do  not  ftudy  their 
Bible,  the  only  directory  to  eternal  life,  expeft  to  find 
the  way  thither  !  Can  prayerlefs  fouls  receive  anfwers 
to  prayer  ?  Will  all  the  blifs  of  heaven  be  thrown 
away  upon  fuch  as  do  not  think  it  worth  their  while 
importunately  to  afk  it  ?  Are  they  likely  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the 
firft-born  in  heaven,  who  do  not  endeavour  to  make 

their 


68  Saints  faved  with  diffuulty^  and    Serm.  22* 

their  families  little  circles  of  religion  here  upon 
earth?  In  a  word,  are  they  likely  to  join  for  ever  in  the 
devotions  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  who  do  not  accuftom 
themfelves  to  thefe  facred  exercifes  in  this  prepara- 
tory ftate  ?  Will  you  venture  your  fouls  upon  it  that 
you  fliall  be  faved,  notwithftanding  thefe  improbabi- 
lities, or  rather  impoffibilities  ?  Alas  !  are  they  any  of 
you  that  have  no  better  hopes  of  heaven  than  thefe  ? 
Where  then  will  you  appear  ? 

3.  If  they  that  are  more  than  externally  moral 
and  religious  in  their  conduct ;  that  have  been  born 
again,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  good  works,  as  every 
man  that  is  truly  righteous  has  been  :  if  fuch,  I  fay,. 
be  but  fcarcely  faved,  where  fhall  they  appear  who 
reft  in  their  mere  outward  morality,  their  proud  felf- 
righteous  virtue,  and  their  religious  formalities,  and 
have  never  been  made  new  creatures,  never  had  the 
inward  principle  of  aftion  changed  by  the  power  of 
God,  and  the  inbred  diforders  of  the  heart  redified  I 
W  here  flhall  they  appear  who  have  nothing  but  a  felf- 
fprung  religion,  the  genuine  offspring  of  degenerate 
nature,  and  never  had  a  fupernatural  principle  of  grace 
implanted  in  their  fouls  ?  Has  that  folemn  affeverati- 
on  of  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  loft  all 
its  force,  and  become  falfehood  in  our  age  and  coun- 
try ?  Verily^  verily  I  fay  unto  thee^  except  a  man  be  born 
again  J  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  John  iii.  3. 
Is  there  no  weight  in  fuch  apoftolic  declarations  as 
thefe  ?  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift^  he  is  a  new  creature  ;  old 
things  are  paffed  away^  and  behold  all  things  are  become 
new  :  and  all  thefe  new  things  are  of  God.  2  Cor.  v- 
1 7.  Neither  circumcifion  availeth  any  things  nor  uncir* 
cumcifion^  Gal.  vi.  1 5.  that  is  to  fay,  a  conformity  to 
the  rituals  of  the  Jewifh  or  Chriftian  religion  availeth 
nothing,  but  the  new  creature.  Can  men  flatter 
themfelves  they  fliall  be  faved  by  the  Chriftian  religi- 
on, in  oppofition  to  thefe  plain,  ftrong  and  repeated 
declarations  of  the  Chriftian  revelation  ?  And  yet  are 
there  not  many  here  who  are  entirely  ignorant  of 

this 
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this  renovation  of  the  temper  of  their  mind,  of  this 
inward  heaven-born  religion  ? 

4.  If  they  that  are  ftriving  to  enter  in  at  the  ftralt 
gate,  and  preffing  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  do 
but  juft  obtain  admiffion ;  if  they  who  forget  the 
things  that  ^re  behind,  and  reach  after  thefe  that  are 
before  them,  and  prefs  with  all  their  might  towards 
the  goal,  do  fcarcely  obtain  the  prize,  what  fhjll  be- 
come of  thofe  lukewarm,  carelefs,  formal,  prefump- 
tuous  prefeffors  of  chriftianity  who  are  fo  numerous 
among  us  ?  Where  fliall  they  appear  who  have  but  a. 

form  ^  godlinefs  without  the  power,  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  and 
have  no  fpiritual  life  in  their  religion,  but  only  a  name 
to  live?  Rev.  iii.  i.  If  thofe  whofe  hearts  are  habi- 
tually folicitous  about  their  eternal  ftate,  who  labour 
in  earn  eft  for  the  immortal  bread,  who  pray  with  un-^ 
utterable  groans,  Rom.  viii.  26.  who  in  fhort  make 
the  care  of  their  fouls  the  principal  bufinefs  of  their 
life,  and  in  fome  meafure  proportion  their  induftry 
and  earneftnefs  to  the  importance  and  difficulty  of 
the  work ;  if  fuch  are  but  fcarcely  feved  with  all  their 
labour  and  pains,  where  fliall  they  appear  who  are  at 
eafe  in  Zion,  Amos  vi.  i.  whofe  religion  is  but  a  mere 
indifFcrcncy,  a  thing  by  the  by  with  them  ?  If  we 
cannot  enter  into  the  langdom  of  heaven  unlefs  our 
righteoufnefs  exceed  that  of  the  Scribes  and  the  Pha- 
rifces.  Matt.  v.  20.  where  fliall  they  appear  whofe 
righteoufnefs  is  far  fliort  of  theirs  ?  And  are  there  not 
many  fuch  in  this  aflembly  ?  Alas  !  my  brethren, 
where  do  you  exped  to  appear  ? 

5.  If  they  that  have  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which 
is  the  grand  condition  of  falvation,  be  but  fcarcely 
faved,  where  fliall  the  unbeliever  appear  ? 

Faith  in  Chrift  is  an  effential  ingredient  in  the 
character  of  a  righteous  man  :  and  faith  cannot  be 
implanted  in  our  hearts  till  we  have  been  made  deep- 
ly fenfible  of  our  fins,  of  our  condemnation  by  the 
law  of  God,  and  our  utter  inability  to  procure  par- 
don and  falvation  by  the  merit  of  our  repentance, 

refor- 
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reformation,  or  any  thing  we  can  do.     And  when- 
we  are  reduced  to  this  extremity,  then  we  fliall  liften 
with  eager  ears  to  the  propofal  of  a  Suviour.    And 
when  we  fee  his  glory  and  fufficiency,  and  call  ouf 
guilty  fouls  upon  him,  when  we  fubmit  to  his  com- 
mands, depend  entirely  upon  hi^  atonement,  and 
give  up  ourielves  to  God  through  him,  then  we  be- 
lieve.   Now  if  they  who  thus  believe,  to  whom  faU 
vation  is  fo  often  enfured,  be  not  faved  but  v;ith 
great  difficulty,  where  Ihall  thofe  appear  who  never 
have  experienced  thofe  exercifes  which  are  the  ante- 
cedents or  conftituents  of  faving  faith  ?  who  have 
never  feen  their  own  guilt  and  helpleffnefs  in  an  af- 
fe(9ing  light ;  who  have  never  feen  the  glof  y  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  have  never  fubmit- 
-ted  to  him  as  their  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King,  and 
who  do  not  live  in  the  nefh  by  faith  in  the  Son  of 
God  ?  Alas !  are  they  likely  to  be  faved  who  are  def^ 
titute  of  the  grand  prerequifite  of  falvation  ?    And 
yet  is  not  this  the  melancholy  cafe  of  fome  of  you  ? 
You  may  not  be  avowed  unbelievers  ;  you  may  be* 
lieve  there  is  one  God,  and  that  Jefus  is  the  true 
Meffiah  :  in  this  you  do  well,  but  ftill  it  is  no  migh- 
ty attainment,  for  the  devils  alfo  believe  and  trem- 
ble, and  you  may  have  this  fpeculative  faith,  and  yet 
be  wholly  deftitute  of  the  faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,  the  precious  faith  of  God's  elect ;  that  faith 
which  purifies  the  heart,  produces  good  works,  and 
unites  the  foul  to  Jefus  Chrift.   Certainly  the  having 
or  not  having  of  fuch  a  faith  muft  make  a  great  dif- 
ference in  a  man's  character,  and  muft  be  followed 
by  a  proportionally  different  doom.  And  if  they  that 
have  it  be  but  fcarcely  faved,  I  appeal  to  yourfelves^ 
can  they  be  faved  at  all  who  have  it  not  ? 

6.  If  true  penitents  be  fcarcely  faved,  where  fliall 
the  impenitent  appear  ? 

It  is  the  charafter  of  the  righteous  that  he  is  deep- 
ly affected  with  forrow  for  his  fins  in  heart  and  prac-. 
tice  ;  that  he  hates  them  without  exception  with  aa 
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imphcable  enmity  ;  that  he  ftrives  agsunft  them,  and 
would  refift  them  even  unto  blood ;  that  hi&  repent- 
ance is  attended  with  reformation,  and  that  he  for- 
fakes  thofe  things  for  the  commiffion  of  which  his 
heart  is  broken  with  forrows.  Now  repentance  ap- 
pears evidently  ta  the  couimon  reafbn  of  mankind 
an  hopeful  preparative  for  acceptance  with  God  and 
eternal  happine&  :  and  therefore  if  they  who  repent 
are  faved  with  great  difficulty,  where  fhall  they  ap- 
pear who  perfift  impenitent  in  fin  ?  Where  fliall  they 
appear  who  have  hard  unbroken  hearts  in  their 
breafts,  who  are  infenfible  of  the  evil  of  fin,  who  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  it,  and  cannot  be  perfuaded  ta 
forfake  it  ?'  Can  you  be  at  any  lofe  to  know  the  doom 
of  fuch,  after  Chriflj  has  told  us  with  his  own  lips^ 
which  never  pronounced  an  harfh  cenfiire,  Excep  ye- 
repent^  ye  Jhall  all  Hkewife  perijh.  Luke  xiiiv  3,  5^  And 
are  there  not  fome  of  this  charafter  in  this  aflembly  ? 
Alas  !  there  is  not  the  leaft  likelihood,  or  even  pof- 
fibility  of  your  falvation  in  fuch  a  condition. 

7^  The  righteous  man  has  the  love  of  God  fhed 
abroad  in  his  heart,  and  it  produces  the  ufual  fenti- 
ments  and  conduft  of  love  towards  him*  God  is  dear- 
er to  him  than  all  other  things  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 
Xhtjirength  of  his  hearty  andhis  portion  for  ever.  Pfalm 
Ixxiii.  25,  26.  His  affeftionate  thoughts  fix  upon. 
him,  Pfalm  Ixiii,  6.  he  rejoices  in  the  light  of  his. 
countenance,  Plalm  iv.  7.  and  longs  and  languilhes 
^or  him  in  his  abfence.  Pfalm  xlii.  1,2.  and  Mii.  i^ 
Cant.  iii.  1.  His  love  is  a  powerful  pri^iciple  of 
willing  obedience,  and  carries  him  to  keep  his  com- 
mandments. I  John  V.  3.  He  delights  in  the  law  and 
fcrvice-  of  God,  and  in  communion  with  him  in  his 
ordinances.  Now  fuch  a  principle  of  love  is  a  very 
hopeful  preparative  for  heaven,  the  region  of  love, 
and  for  the  enjoyment  of  God.  Such  an  one  woiild 
take  pleafure  m  him  and  in  his  fervice,  and  therefore 
he  certainly  fhall  never  be  excluded.  But  if  even  fuch 
are  but  fbxcely  faved^  where  fhall  they  appear  who 
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arexleftitute  oF  the  Jove  bf  God  ?  There  are  few  in- 
deed but  pretend  td  be  lovers  of  God,  but  their  love 
has  not  the  infeparable  properties  of  that  facred  pat 
fion*  Their  pretence  to  it  is  an  abfurdity,  and  if  put 
into  language,  would  be  fuch  jargon  as  this,  *  Lord, 
I  love  thee  above  all  things,  though  I  hardly  ever  af- 
fectionately thinly  of  thee ;  I  love  thee  above  all, 
though  I  am  not  careful  to  pleafe  thee  ;  I  love  thee 
above  all,  though  my  conduct  towards  thee  is  quite 
the  reverfe  of  what  it  is  towards  one  I  love/  Will 
filch  an  inconfiflency  as  this  pafs  for  genuine  fupreme 
love  to  God,  when  it  will  not  pafs  for  common 
friendlhip  among  men  ?  No,  fuch  have  not  the  leafl 
fpark  of  that  heavenly  fire  in  their  breafts,  for  their 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  againfl  God.  And  are  thefe 
likely  to  be  faved  ?  likely  to  be  admitted  into  the  re- 
gion of  love,  where  there  is  not  one  cold  or  difloyal 
heart  ?  likely  to  be  happy  in  the  prefence  and  fervice 
of  that  God  to  whom  they  are  difajBPefted  ?  Alas !  no. 
Where  then  fhall  they  appear  ?  O  !  in  what  forlorn, 
remote  region  of  eternal  exile  from  the  bleffed  God  ! 
I  fhall  now  conclude  with  a  few  refleftions.  i .  You 
may  hence  fee  the  work  of  falvation  is  not  that  eafy, 
trifling  thing  which  many  take  it  to  be.  They  feem 
mighty  cautious  of  laying  out  too  much  pains  upon 
it ;  and  they  cannot  bear  that  people  fhould  make 
fuch  ado,  and  keep  fuch  a  flir  and  noife  about  it,  ^ 
For  their  part,  they  hope  to  go  to  heaven  as  well  as 
the  befl  of^  them,  without  all  this  precifenefs :  and 
upon  thefe  principles  they  ad.  They  think  they  can 
never  be  too  much  in  earneft,  or  too  laborious  in  the 
purfuit  of  earthly  things  ;  but  religion  is  a  matter 
by  the  by  with  them  ;  only  the  bunnefs  of  an  hour 
once  a  week.  But  have  thefe  learned  their  religion 
from  Chrift  the  founder  of  it,  or  from  his  apoules, 
whom  he  appointed  teachers  of  it  ?    No,  they  have 

formed 

♦  I  here  afFeft  this  low  ftile  on  purpofe,  to  reprefent  more 
exaftly  the  fcntiments  of  fuch  carelcfs  (inncrs  in  their  own  ufual 
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formed  fomc  eafy  fyftcm  from  their  own  imaginations 
fuited  to  their  depraved  tafte,  indulgent  to  their  floth 
and  eamality,  and  favourable  to  their  lufts ;  and  this 
they  call  chriftianity.  But  you  have  feen  this  is  not 
the  religion  of  the  Bible :  this  is  not  the  way  to  life 
laid  out  by  God,  but  it  is  the  finooth  downward  road 
to  deftru^iion.    Therefore, 

2.  Examine  yourfelves  to  which  clafs  you  belong, 
whether  to  that  of  the  righteous,  who  fliall  be  faved, 
though  with  difficulty,  or  to  that  of  the  ungodly  and 
the  finner,  who  muft  appear  in  a  very  different  fitu- 
ation.  To  determine  this  important  inquiry,  recoi- 
led the  fundry  parts  of  the  righteous  man's  charafter 
which  I  have  briefly  defcribed,  and  fee  whether  they 
belong  to  you.  Do  you  carefully  abftain  from  vice 
and  immorality  ?  Do  you  make  confcience  of  every 
duty  of  religion  ?  Have  you  ever  been  born  again  of 
God,  and  made  more  than  externally  religious  ?  Are 
you  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  in  your  way  from  Satan, 
the  world,  and  the  flefli  ?  And  do  you  exert  your- 
felves as  in  a  field  of  battle  or  in  a  race  ?  Do  you 
work  out  your  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling, 
and  prefs  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Are  you  true 
believers,  penitents,  and  lovers  of  God  ?  Are  thefe  or 
the  contrary  the  conftituents  of  your  habitual  cha- 
rafter  ?  I  pray  you  make  an  impartial  trial,  for  much 
depends  upon  it. 

3.  If  this  be  your  habitual  charafter,  be  of  good 
cheer  for  you  fliall  be  faved,  though  with  difficulty. 
Be  not  difcouraged  when  you  fall  into  fiery  trials, 
for  they  are  no  ftrange  things  in  the  prefent  fhite. 
AU  that  have  walked  in  the  fame  narrow  road  be- 
fore you  have  met  with  them,  but  now  they  are  fafe 
arrived  in  their  eternal  home.  Let  your  dependance 
be  upon  the  aids  of  divine  grace  to  bear  you  through, 
and  you  will  overcome  at  laft.     But, 

4.  If  your  charafter  be  that  of  the  ungodly  and 
the  finner,  paufe  and  think,  where  fhall  you  appear  at 
lafl:  ?  When,  like  our  deceafed  friend,  you  leave  this 
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mortal  ftate,  and  launch  into  regions  unknown, 
where  will  you  then  appear  ?  Muft  it  not  be  in  the 
region  of  fin,  which  is  your  element  now  ?  in  the 
fociety  of  the  devils,  whom  you  refemble  in  temper 
and  imitate  in  conduft  ?  among  the  trembling  cri- 
minals at  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  where  the  un- 
godly and  finners  fliall  all  be  crowded  ?  If  you  con- 
tinue fuch  as  you  now  are,  have  you  any  reafon  at 
all  to  hope  for  a  more  favourable  doom  ? 

I  fliall  conclude  with  a  refledtion  to  exemplify  the 
context  in  another  view,  and  that  is,  "  If  judgment 
be^n  at  the  houfe  of  God,  what  fliall  be  the  end  of 
them  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  ?  If  the  righteous,  the 
favourites  of  heaven,  fuffer  fo  much  in  this  world, 
what  fliall  finners,  with  whom  God  is  angry  every 
day,  and  who  are  veffels  of  wrath  fitted  for  deftruc- 
tion,  what  fliall  they  fuffer  in  the  eternal  world,  the 
proper  place  for  rewards  and  punifhments,  and  where 
an  equitable  Providence  deals  with  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  works  ?  If  the  children  are  chaftifed  with 
various  calamities,  and  even  die  in  common  with  the 
rell  of  mankind,  what  fliall  be  the  doom  of  enemies 
and  rebels  ?  If  thofe  meet  with  fo  many  difficulties  in 
the  purfuit  of  falvation,  what  fhall  thefe  fuffer  in  en- 
during damnation  ?  If  the  infernal  powers  are  per- 
mitted to  worry  Chrifl's  flieep,  how  will  they  rend 
and  tear  the  wicked  as  their  proper  prey  ?  O  that 
you  may  in  this  your  day  know  the  things  that  belong 
to  your  peace  ^  before  they  are  for  ever  hid  from  your  eyes. 
Luke  xix.  42. 
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INDIFFERENCE  TO  LIFE  URGED,    FROM  ITS  SHORTNESS 

AND  VANITY^* 


I  CoR.  vii.  29,  30,  31.  But  this  Ifay^  brethren,  that 
the  time  is  Jhort :  it  remaineth  that  both  they  that  have 
wives  be  as  though  they  had  none  ;  and  they  that  weep, 
as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they  that  rejoice^  as  though 
they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy,  as  though  they 
pOjffeJfed  not ;  and  they  that  ufe  this  world,  as  not  abuf- 
ing  it :  for  the  fajhion  of  this  world  pajfeth  away. 

A  Creature  treading  every  moment  upon  the  flip- 
pery  brink  of  the  grave,  and  ready  every  mo- 
ment to  flioot  the  gulph  of  eternity,  and  launch  away 
to  fome  unknown  coaft,  ought  to  Hand  always  in  the 
pofture  of  ferious  expeftation  ;  ought  every  day  to  be 
m  his  own  mind  taking  leave  of  this  world,  breaking 
off  the  connections  of  his  heart  from  it,  and  prepar- 
ing for  his  laft  remove  into  that  world  in  which  he 
muft  refide,  not  for  a  few  months  or  years  as  in  this, 
but  through  a  boundlefs  everlafting  duration.  Such 
a  fituation  requires  habitual  conftant  thoughtfalnefs, 
abftraftion  from  the  world,  and  ferious  preparation 
for  death  and  eternity.  But  when  we  are  called,  as 
we  frequently  are,  to  perform  the  laft  fad  offices  to 
our  friends  and  neighbours  who  have  taken  their 
flight  a  little  before  us  ;  when  the  folemn  pomp  and 
horrors  of  death  ftrike  our  fenfes,  then  certainly  it 
becomes  us  to  be  unufually  thoughtful  and  ferious. 
Dying  beds,  the  laft  ftruggles  and  groans  of  diffolving 

nature,  pale,  cold,  ghaftly  corpfes, 

"  The 

*  This  fermon  is  dated,  at  Mr.  Thompfon's  Funeral,  Fcbru 
ary  16,  1759. 
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**  The  knell,  the  fhroud,  the  mattock,  and  the  grave  ; 
**  The  deep  damp  vault,  the  darknefs,  and  the  vrorm  ;" 

thefe  are  very  alarming  monitors  of  our  own  morta* 
lity  :  thefe  outpreach  the  loudeft  preacher  ;  and  they 
muft  be  deaf  and  fenfelefs  rocks,  and  not  men,  who 
do  not  hear  and  feel  their  voice.  Among  the  num- 
berlefs  inftances  of  the  divine  Ikill  in  bringing  good 
out  of  evil  this  is  one,  that  paft  generations  have  fick- 
ened  and  died  to  warn  their  fucceffors.  One  here  and 
there  alfo  is  fingled  out  of  our  neighbourhood  or  fisu 
milies,  and  made  an  example,  a  memento  morij  to  us 
that  furvive,  to  roufe  us  out  of  our  ftupid  flecp,  to 
give  us  the  fignal  of  the  approach  of  the  laft  enemy. 
Death,  to  conftrain  us  to  let  go  our  eager  grafp  of 
this  vain  world,  and  fet  us  upon  looking  out  and  pre- 
paring for  another.  And  may  I  hope  my  hearers 
are  come  here  to-day  determined  to  make  this  im- 
provement of  this  melancholy  occafion,  and  to  gain 
this  great  advantage  from  our  lofs  ?  To  this  I  call 
you  as  with  a  voice  from  the  grave  ;  and  therefore 
be  that  hath  ears  let  him  hear. 

One  great  reafon  of  mens  exceffive  attachment  to 
the  prefent  ftate,  and  their  ftupid  negleft  to  the  con- 
cerns of  eternity,  is  their  forming  too  high  an  efti- 
mate  of  the  afiairs  of  time  in  comparifon  with  thofe 
of  eternity.  While  the  important  realities  of  the 
eternal  world  are  out  of  view,  unthought  of,  and  dif- 
regarded,  as,  alas  !  they  generally  are  by  the  moft  of 
mankind,  what  mighty  things  in  their  efteem  are  the 
relations,  the  joys  and  forrows,  the  poffeffions  and 
bereavements, the  acquifitions  and  purfuits  of  this  lif5e? 
What  airs  of  importance  do  they  put  on  in  their 
view  ?  How  do  they  engrofs  their  anxious  thoughts 
and  cares,  and  exhauft  their  ftrength  and  fpirits  ?  To 
be  happy,  to  be  rich,  to  be  great  and  honourable,  to 
enjoy  your  fill  of  pleafure  in  this  world,  is  not  this  a 
great  matter,  the  main  intereft  with  many  of  you  ? 
is  not  this  the  objed:  of  your  ambition,  your  eager 
defire  and  laborious  purfuit  ?  But  to  confume  away 

your 
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your  life  in  ficknefs  and  pain,  in  poverty  and  dif- 
grace,  in  abortive  fchemes  and  difappointed  purfuits, 
what  a  ferious  calamity,  what  an  huge  affliction  is 
this  in  your  efteem  ?  What  is  there  in  the  compafs 
of  the  univerfe  that  you  are  fo  much  afraid  of,  and  fb 
cautidufly  fliunning  ?  Whether  large  profits  or  loffes 
in  trade  be  not  a  mighty  matter,  aflk  the  bufy,  anxi- 
ous merchant.  Whether  poverty  be  not  a  moft  mi- 
ferable  ftate,  alk  the  poor  that  feel  it,  and  the  rich 
that  fear  it.  Whether  riches  be  not  a  very  important 
happinefs,  alk  the  poffeffors ;  or  rather  alk  the  reftleft 
purfuers  of  them,  who  expect  ftill  greater  happinds 
from  them  than  thofe  that  are  taught  by  experience 
can  flatter  themfelves  with.  Whether  the  pleafures 
of  the  conjugal  ftate  are  not  great  and  delicate,  con- 
fult  the  few  happy  pairs  here  and  there  who  enjoy 
them.  Whether  the  lofs  of  an  affeftionate  hufband 
and  a  tender  father  be  not  a  moft  affliftive  bereave- 
ment, a  torturing  feparation  of  heart  from  heart,  or 
rather  a  tearing  of  one's  heart  in  pieces,  alk  the  mour- 
ning, weeping  widow^  and  fatherlefs  children,  when 
hovering  round  his  dying  bed,  or  conducing  his  dear 
remains  to  the  cold  grave.  In  fliort,  it  is  evident 
from  a  thoufand  inftances,  that  the  enjoyments,  pur- 
fuits, and  forrows  of  this  life  are  mighty  matters ! 
nay,  are  all  in  all  in  the  efteem  of  the  generality  of 
manldnd.  Thefe  are  the  things  they  moft  deeply 
feel,  the  things  about  which  they  are  chiefly  concer- 
ned, and  which  are  the  objefts  of  their  ftrongeft 
paflions. 

But  is  this  a  juft  eftimate  of  things  ?  Are  the  af- 
fairs of  this  world  then  indeed  fo  interefting  and  all 
important  ?  Yes,  if  eternity  be  a  dream,  and  heaven 
and  hell  but  majeilic  chimeras  or  fairy  lands  ;  if  we 
were  always  to  live  in  this  world,  and  had  no  concern 
with  any  thing  beyond  it  ;  if  the  joys  of  earth  were 
the  higheft  we  could  hope  for,  or  its  miferies  the  moft 
terrible  we  could  fear,  then  indeed  we  might  take 
this  woi^lJ  for  our  all,  and  rcsrard  its  affairs  as  the 

.    moft 
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moll  important  that  our  nature  is  capable  of.  But 
this  Ifay^  brethren  (and  I  pronounce  it  as  the  echo  of 
an  infpired  apoftle's  voice)  this  I  fay,  the  time  isjhort ; 
the  time  of  life  in  which  we  have  any  thing  to  do 
•with  thefe  affairs  is  a  Ihort  contrafted  fpan.  Ihere- 
fore  /'/  remaineth^  that  is,  this  is  the  inference  we  fliould 
draw  from  the  fhprtnefs  of  time,  that  they  that  have 
wives^  be  as  though  they  had  none  ;  and  they  that  weepy 
as  though  they  wept  mt ;  and  they  that  rejoice ^  as  though 
they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy^  as  though  they  pof- 
feffed  not ;  and  they  that  ufe  this  worlds  as  not  abujing  ity 
or  ufing  it  to  excefs  /  for  the  fajhion  of  this  worlds  theft 
tender  relations,  this  weeping  and  rejoicing,  this 
buying,  poffeffing,  and  ufing  this  world,  paffeth  away. 
The  phantom  will  foon  vanilh,  the  fhadow  wDl  foon 
fly  off :  and  they  that  have  wives  or  hufbands  in  this 
ti-anfitory  life,  will  in  reality  be  as  though  they  had 
'none ;  and  they  that  weep  now,  as  though  they  wept 
not ;  and  they  that  now  rejoice,  as  though  they  re- 
joiced not ;  and  they  that  now  buy,  poflefs  and  ufe 
this  world,  as  though  they  never  had  the  leaft  pro- 
perty in  it.  This  is  the  folemn  mortifying  doftrine 
I  am  now  to  inculcate  upon  you  in  the  further  illuf- 
tration  of  the  feveral  parts  of  my  text  j  a  doctrine 
juftly  alarming  to  the  lovers  of  this  world,  and  the 
negleclers  of  that  life  which  is  to  come. 

When  St.  Paul  pronounces  any  thing  with  an  un- 
ufual  air  of  folemnity  and  authority  ;  and  after  the 
formality  of  an  introduftion  to  gain  attention,  it  muft 
be  a  matter  of  uncommon  weight,  and  worthy  of  the 
moft  ferious  regard.  In  this  manner  he  introduces 
the  funeral  fentiments  in  my  text.  This  I  fay^  bre- 
fhren  ;  this  I  folemnly  pronounce  as  the  mouth  of 
God :  this  I  declare  as  a  great  truth  but  little  re- 
garded ;  and  which  therefore  there  is  much  need  I 
fliould  repeatedly  declare  :  this  I  fay  with  all  the  au- 
thority of  an  apoftle,  a  meffenger  from  heaven  ;  and  I 
demand  your  ferious  attention  to  what  I  am  going 
to  fay. 

And 
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And  what  is  it  he  is  introducing  with  all  this  lb* 
l6mn  formality  ?  Why,  it  is  an  old,  plain,  familiar 
truth  univerfally  known  and  confeffed,  namely.  That 
the  time  of  our  continuance  in  this  world  is  fliort. 
But  why  fo  much  formality  in  introducing  fuch  a 
common  plain  truth  as  this  ?  Becaufe,  however  ge- 
nerally it  be  known  and  confeffed,  it  is  veiry  rarely 
regarded ;  and  it  requires  mdre  than  even  the  moft 
folemn  addrefs  of  an  apoftle  to  turn  the  attention  of 
a  thoughtlefs  world  to  it.  How  many  of  you,  my 
brethren,  are  convinced  againft  your  wills  of  this  me- 
lancholy truth,  and  yet  turn  every  way  to  avoid  the 
mortifying  thought,  are  always  uneafy  when  it  forces 
itfelf  upon  your  minds,  and  do  not  fuffer  it  to  have 
a  proper  influence  upon  your  temper  and  praftice^ 
but  live  as  if  you  believed  the  time  of  life  were  long, 
and  even  everlafting  ?  O  !  when  will  the  happy  hour 
come  when  you  will  think  and  act  like  thofe  that  be- 
lieve that  common  u neon tro verted  truth,  that  the 
time  of  life  is  fliort  ?  Then  you  would  no  longer 
think  of  delays,  nor  contrive  artifices  to  put  off  the 
work  of  your  falvatidn ;  then  you  could  not  bear 
the  thought  of  fuch  negligent,  or  languid,  feeble  en-, 
deavours  in  a  work  that  muft  be  done,  and  that  in  fo 
fliort  a  time. 

This  J I  fa%  my  brethren^  the  time  isjhort  ;  the  time 
of  life  is  abiolutely  fliort ;  a  fpan,  an  inch,  a  hair^s 
breadth.  How  near  the  neighbourhood  between  the 
cradle  and  the  grave !  How  fliort  the  journey  from 
infancy  to  old  age,  through  all  the  intermediate  fta- 
ges  !  Let  the  few  among  you  who  bear  the  marks  of 
old  age  upon  you  in  grey  hairs,  wrinkles,  weaknefs, 
and  pains,  look  back  upon  your  tirefome  pilgrimage 
through  life,  and  does  it  rrot  appear  to  you,  as  though 
you  commenced  men  but  yefterday  ?  And  how  little 
a  way  can  you  trace  it  back  till  you  are  loft  in  the 
forgotten  unconfcious  days  of  infancy,  or  in  that 
eternal  non-exiftence  in  which  you  lay  before  your 
creation !    But  the^rare  but  a  very  fev/  that  drag  cm, 

their 
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tbeir  lives  through  feventy  or  eighty  years.  Old  men 
can  hardly  find  cptemporaries  :  a  new  race  has  ftart- 
ed  up,  and  they  are  become  almoft  ftrangers  in  their 
own  neighbourhood^.  By  the  beft  calculations  that 
have  been  made,  at  leaft  one  half  of  mankind  die  un- 
der feven  years  old.  They  are  little  particles  of  life, 
fparks  of  being  juft  kindled  and  then  quenched,  or 
rather  difmiffed  from  their  fufFocating  confinement 
in  clay,  that  they  may  afpire,  blaze  out,  and  .mingle 
with  their  kindred  flames  in  the  eternal  world,  the 
proper  region,  the  native  element  of  fpirits. 

And  how  ftrongly  does  the  fliortnefe  of  this  life 
prove  the  certainty  of  another  ?  Would  it  be  worth 
while,  would  it  be  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  and 
gppdneis  of  the  Deity,  to  fend  fo  many  infant  milli- 
ons of  reafonable  creatures  into  this  world,  to  live 
the  low  life  of  a  vegetable  or  an  animal  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, or  days,  or  years,  if  there  were  no  other 
world  for  thefe  young  immortals  to  remove  to,  in 
which  their  powers  might  open,  enlarge,  and  ripen  ? 
Certainly  men  are  not  fuch  infefts  of  a  day  :  certain- 
ly this  is  not  the  laft  fl:age  of  human  nature  :  cer- 
,tainly  there  is  an  eternity ;  there  is  a  heaven  and  a 
hell : — otherwife  we  might  expoftulite  with  our  Ma- 
ker, as  David  once  did  upon  that  fuppofition ;  Where- 
fore haji  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  ?   Pfalm  Ixxxix.  47. 

In  that  awful  eternity  we  muft  all  be  in  a  fhort 
time.  Yes,  my  brethren,  I  may  venture  to  prophe- 
cy that,  in  lefs  than  feventy  or  eighty  years,  the  moft, 
if  not  all  this  aflembly,  muft  be  in  fome  apartment 
of  that  ftrange  untried  world.  The  merry,  unthink- 
ing, irreligious  multitude  in  that  doleful  manfion 
which  I  muft  mention,  grating  as  the  found  is  to 
their  ears,  and  that  is  hefl !  *  and  the  pious,  peni- 
tent, 

*  R.egIoDsof  forrow  !  doleful  fhades  !  where  Peace 
And  Reft  can  never  dwell !  Hope  never  comes, 
That  comes  to  all  :  but  torture  without  end 
StiU  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge  fed 
With  erer-burning  fulphur  unconfum'd,       Milton* 
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tent,  believing  few  in  the  blifsful  feats  of  heaven. 
There  we  fliall  refide  a  long,  long  time  indeed  ;  or 
rather  through  a  long,  endlefs  eternity.  Which  leads 
me  to  add. 

That  as  the  time  of  life  is  fliort  abfolutely  in  itfelf, 
fo  efpedally  it  is  fhort  comparatively ;  that  is,  in 
comparifon  with  eternity.  In  this  comparifon,  even 
the  long  life  of  Methufelah  and  the  antediluvians 
fhrink  into  a  mere  point,  a  nothing.  Indeed  no  du- 
ration of  time,  however  long,  will  bear  the  compari- 
fon. Millions  of  millions  of  years ;  as  many  years 
as  the  fands  upon  the  fea  fliore ;  as  many  years 
as  the  particles  of  duft  in  this  huge  globe  of  earth  ; 
as  many  years  as  the  particles  of  matter  in  the  vafter 
heavenly  bodies  that  roll  above  us,  and  even  in  the 
whole  material  univerfe,  all  thefe  years  do  not  bear 
fo  much  proportion  to  eternity  as  a  moment,  a  pulfe, 
or  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  to  ten  thoufand  ages  ! 
not  fo  much  as  a  hair's  breadth  to  the  diftance  from 
the  fpot  where  we  ftand  to  the  fartheft  ftar,  or  the 
xemoteft  corner  of  the  creation.  In  fhort,  they  do 
not  bear  the  leaft  imaginable  proportion  at  all ;  for 
all  this  length  of  years,  though  beyond  the  power  of 
diftind  enumeration  to  us,  will  as  certainly  come  t^ 
an  end  as  an  hour  or  a  moment ;  and  when  it  comes 
to  an  end,  it  is  entirely  and  irrecoverably  paft:  but 
eternity  (O  thefolemn  tremendous  found  !;  eternity 
will  never,  never,  never  come  to  an  end  !  eternity 
will  never,  never,  never  be  pall! 

And  is  this  eternity,  this  awful  all-important  eter- 
nity, entailed  upon  us  !  upon  us  the  of&pring  of  tlie 
duft  !  the  creatures  of  yefterday  !  upon  us  who  a  lit- 
tle while  ago  were  lefs  than  a  gnat,  lefs  than  a  mote, 
were  nothing  !  upon  us  who  are  every  moment  lia- 
ble to  the  arreft  of  death,  linking  into  the  grave,  and 
mouldering  into  duft  one  after  another  in  a  thick 
fucceffion  !  upon  us  whofe  thoughts,  and  cares,  and 
purfuits,  are  fo  confined  to  time  and  earth,  as  if  we 
had  nothing  to  do  with  any  thing  beyond !  O!  is 

Vol.  II.  M  this 
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this  immenfe  inheritance  unalienably  ours !  Yes,  bre- 
thren, it  is ;  reafon  and  revelation  prove  our  title 
beyond  all  difpute.  It  is  an  inheritance  entailed  up- 
on us,  whether  we  will  or  not ;  whether  we  have 
made  it  our  intereft  it  fliould  be  ours  or  not.  To 
command  ourfelves  into  nothing  is  as  much  above 
our  power  as  to  bring  ourfelves  into  being.  Sin 
may  make  our  fouls  miferable,  but  it  cannot  make 
them  mortal.  Sin  may  forfeit  an  happy  eternity, 
and  render  our  immortality  a  curfe ;  fo  that  it 
would  be  better  for  us  if  we  never  had  been  born  : 
but  fin  cannot  put  an  end  to  our  being,  as  it  can  to 
our  happinefs,  nor  procure  for  us  the  Clocking  relief 
of  reft  in  the  hideous  gulph  of  annihilation. 

And  is  a  little  time,  a  few  months  or  years,  a  great 
matter  to  us  ?  to  us  who  are  heirs  of  an  eternal  du- 
ration ?  How  infignificant  is  a  moment  in  feventy  or 
eighty  years !  but  how  much  more  infignificant  is 
even  the  longeft  life  upon  earth,  when  compared  with 
eternity  !  How  trifling  are  all  the  concerns  of  time 
to  thofe  of  immortality  !  What  is  it  to  us  who  are 
to  live  for  ever,  whether  we  live  happy  or  miferable 
for  an  hour  ?  whether  we  have  wives,  or  whether 
we  have  none  ;  whether  we  rejoice,  or  whether  we 
weep  ;  whether  we  buy,  poflefs,  and  ufe  this  world, 
or  whether  we  confume  away  our  life  in  hunger,  and 
nakednefs,  and  the  want  of  all  things,  it  will  be  all 
one  in  a  little,  little  time.  Eternity  will  level  all  j 
and  eternity  is  at  the  door. 

And  how  fhall  we  fpend  this  eternal  duration  that 
is  thus  entailed  upon  us  ?  Shall  we  fleep  it  away  in  a 
ftupid  infenfibility  or  in  a  ftate  of  indifferency,  nei- 
ther happy  nor  miferable  ?  No,  no,  my  brethren  ;  we 
muft  fpend  it  in  the  height  of  happinefs  or  in  the 
depth  of  mifery.  The  happinefs  and  mifery  of  the 
world  to  come  will  not  confift  in  fuch  childifli  toys 
as  thofe  that  give  us  pleafure  and  pain  in  this  infant 
ftate  of  our  exiftence,  but  in  the  moft  fubftantial  re- 
alities fuitable  to  an  immortal  fpirit,  capable  of  vaft 

improve- 
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improvements,  and  arrived  at  its  adult  age.  Now, 
as  the  apoftle  illuftrates  it,  we  are  children,  and  we 
fpeak  like  children,  we  underftand  like  children ; 
but  then  we  fhall  become  men,  and  put  away  child- 
ifli  things.  I  Cor.  xiii.  1 1.  Then  we  Ihall  be  beyond 
receiving  pleafure  or  pain  from  fuch  trifles  as  excite 
them  in  this  puerile  ftate.  This  is  not  the  place  of 
rewards  or  punifliments,  and  therefore  the  great  Ru- 
ler of  the  world  does  not  exert  his  perfeftions  in  the 
diftribution  of  either ;  but  eternity  is  allotted  for 
that  very  purpofe,  and  therefore  he  will  then  diftri- 
bute  rewards  and  punifhments  worthy  himfelf,  fuch 
as  will  proclaim  him  God  in  afts  of  grace  and  venge- 
ance, as  he  has  appeared  in  all  his  other  works. 
Then  he  will  Jhew  his  wrath^  and  make  his  power 
known  on  the  vejfels  of  wrath  who  have  made  themf elves 
fit  for  deftru6lion^  and  nothing  elfe  ;  and  he  will  Jhew 
the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  upon  the  vefflls  ofjiier- 
cy,  whom  he  prepared  beforehand  for  glory.  Rom.  ix. 
22,  23.  Thus  heaven  and  hell  will  proclaim  the  God, 
\v\\\  fhew  him  to  be  the  Author  of  their  refpeclive  joys 
and  pains,  by  their  agreeable  or  terrible  magnificence 
and  grandeur.  O  eternity  !  with  what  majeftic  won- 
ders art  thou  replenifhed,  where  Jehovah  afts  with 
his  own  immediate  hand,  and  difplays  himfelf  God- 
like and  unrivalled,  in  his  exploits  both  of  venge- 
ance and  of  grace  !  In  this  prefent  ftate,  our  good 
and  evil  are  blended ;  our  happinefs  has  fome  bitter 
ingredients,  and  our  miferies  have  fome  agreeable 
mitigations  :  but  in  the  eternal  world  good  and  evil 
fhall  be  entirely  and  for  ever  feparated  ;  all  will  be 
pure,  unmingled  happinefs,  or  pure,  unmingled  mi- 
fery.  In  the  prefent  ftate  the  beft  have  not  uninter- 
rupted peace  within  ;  confcience  has  frequent  caufe 
to  make  them  uneafy  :  fome  mote  or  other  falls  into 
its  tender  eye,  and  fets  it  a  weeping  :  and  the  worft 
alfo  have  their  arts  to  keep  confcience  fometimes  eafy, 
and  filence  its  clamours.  But  then  confcience  will 
have  its  full  fcope.  It  will  never  more  pafs  a  cenfare 

upon 
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upon  the  righteous,  and  it  will  never  more  be  a  friend, 
or  even  an  maftive  enemy  to  the  wicked  for  fo  much 
as  one  moment.  And  O  what  a  perennial  fountain 
of  blifs  or  pain  will  confcience  then  be !  Society  con- 
tributes much  to  our  happinefs  or  mifery.  But  what 
mifery  can  be  felt  or  feared  in  the  immediate  pre- 
fcnce  and  fellowfliip  of  the  bleffed  God  and  Jefus  (the 
friend  of  man  ;)  of  angels  and  faints,  and  all  the  glo- 
rious natives 'of  heaven  ?  But,  on  the  other  hwd, 
what  happinefs  can  be  enjoyed  or  hoped  for,  what 
mifery  can  be  efcaped  in  the  horrid  fociety  of  loft, 
abandoned  ghofts  of  the  angelic  and  human  nature ; 
dreadfully  mighty  and  malignant,  and  rejoicing  only 
in  each  other^s  mifery ;  mutual  enemies,  and  mutual 
tormentors  bound  together  infeparably  in  everlafting 
chains  of  darknefs !  O  the  horror  of  the  thought !  In 
ihort,  even  an  heathen  *  could  fay, 

**  Had  I  an  hundred  tongues,  an  hundred  mouths. 
An  iron  voice,  I  could  not  comprehend 
The  various  forms  and  punifliments  of  vice,** 

The  moft  terrible  images  which  even  the  pencil 
of  divine  infpiration  can  draw,  fuch  as  a  lake  of  Jire 
and  brimjlone^  utter  darknefs^  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs^  a 
never-dying  worm^  unquenchable^  everlafting  fire^  and 
all  the  moft  dreadful  figures  that  can  be  drawn  from 
all  parts  of  the  univerfe,  are  not  fufficient  to  reprefent 
the  punifliments  of  the  eternal  world.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  eye^  which  has  ranged  through  fo 
many  objecls,  has  not  feen  ;  the  ear^  which  has  had 
ftill  more  extenfive  intelligence,  has  not  heard ;  nor 
has  the  hearty  which  is  even  unbounded  in  its  con- 
ceptions, conceived  the  things  that  God  hath  laid  up  for 
them  that  love  him.  The  enjoyments  of  time  fall  as 
much  fliort  of  thofe  of  eternity  as  time  itfelf  falls 

fliort  of  eternity  itfelf* 

But 

*  Non,  mihi  fi  linguic  centum  fint,  oraque  centum, 
Ferrea  vox,  omnes  fcelerum  comprendere  formas,^ 
Omnia  pccnarum  peicurrere  nomina  poffum. 

VxRG.  iEn.  VI.  1.625. 
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But  what  gives  infinite  importance  to  thefc  joys 
and  forrows  is,  that  as  they  are  enjoyed  or  fufiered 
in  the.  eternal  world,  they  are  themfelves  eternal. 
Eterjial  joys  !  eternal  pains  !  joys  and  pains  that  will 
laft  as  long;  as  the  King  eternal  and  ininibrtal  will- 
live  to  diftributethem  !  as  long  as  our  imniortal  fjM^ 
fits  will  live  to  feel  them  !  O  what  joys  and  paSnfr 
are  thefe !  . 

Arid  thefe  my  brethren,  are  awaiting  every  one  ot 
us.  Thefe  pleafures,  or  thefe  pains,  are  felt  this  mof- 
ment  by  fuch  of  our  friends  arid  acquaintance  as  have 
ihQt  the  gulph  before  us  ;  and  in  a  little,  little  whiler, 
you  and  I  muft  feel  them. 

And  what  then  have  we  to  do  with  time  and  earth? 
Are  the  pleafures  and  pains  of  this  world  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  thefe  ?  Vanity  of  vanities^  all  is  vani^ 
iy  ;  the  enjoyments  and  fuflFerings,  the  labours  and 
purfuits,  the  laughter  and  tears  of  the  prefent  ftate^ 
are  all  nothing  in  this  comparifon.  What  is  the  lofi 
of  an  eftate  or  of  a  dear  relative  to  the  lofs  of  an  hap- 
py immortality  ?  But  if  our  heavenly  inheritance  be 
fecure,  what  though  we  fhould  be  reduced  into  Job's 
forlorn  fituation,  we  have  enough  left  more  than  to 
fill  up  all  deficiencies.  What  though  we  are  poor, 
fickly,  melancholy,  racked  with  pains,  and  involved 
in  every  human  mifery,  heaven  will  more  than  make 
amends  for  all.  But  if  we  have  no  evidences  of  our 
title  to  that,  the  fenfe  of  thefe  tranfitory  diftrefles 
may  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  juft  fear  of  the  miferics 
of  eternity.  Alas  !  what  avails  it  that  we  play  away 
a  few  years  in  mirth  and  gaiety,  in  grandeur  and 
pleafure,  if  when  thefe  few  years  are  fled,  we  lift  up 
our  eyes  in  hell,  tormented  in  flames !  O  what  are 
all  thefe  things  to  a  candidate  for  eternity !  an  heir 
of  everlafting  happinefs,  or  everlafting  mifery ! 

It  is  from  fuch  convidive  premifes  as  thefe  that  St. 
Paul  draws  his  inference  in  my  text ;  //  remaineth 
therefore  that  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had 
none  /  and  they  that  *weepy  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and 

they 
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iffey  that  'rejoice^  as  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they 
that  buy^  as  though  they  poffejfed  not  ;  and  they  that  ufe 
this  worlds  as  7wt  abuftng  it. 

The  firft  branch  of  die  inference  refers  to  the  dear 
5tod  tender  relations  that  we  fuftain  in  this  life.  It 
zimaineth  that  thofe  that  have  wives^  and  by  a  parity  of 
reafon,  thofe  that  have  hufbands,  parents,  children, 
or  friends  dear  as  their  own  fouls,  be  as  though  they 
bad  none.  St.  Paul  is  far  from  recommending  a  ftoical 
negled  of  thefe  dear  relations.  That  he  tenderly  felt 
the  fenfations,  and  warmlv  recommended  the  mu- 
tual  duties  of  fuch  relations,  appears  in  the  ftrongeft 
light  in  other  parts  of  his  writings,where  he  is  addref- 
fing  himfelf  td  hufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  chil- 
dren. But  his  defign  here  is  to  reprefent  the  infig- 
nificancy  even  of  thefe  dear  relations,  confidering 
how  Ihort  and  vanifhing  they  are,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  infinite  concerns  of  eternity.  Thefe 
dear  creatures  we  ftiall  be  able  to  call  our  own  for  fo 
fhort  a  time,  that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  efteem 
them  ours  now.  The  concerns  of  eternity  are  of  fo 
much  greater  moment,  that  it  is  very  little  matter 
whether  we  enjoy  thefe  comforts  or  not.  In  a  few 
years  at  moft,  it  will  be  all  one.  The  dear  ties 
that  now  unite  the  hearts  of  hufband  and  wife,  pa- 
rent and  child,  friend  and  friend,  will  be  broken  for 
ever.  In  that  world  where  we  muft  all  be  in  a  little, 
little  time,  they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  mar- 
riage ;  but  are  in  this  refpect  like  the  angels.  And 
of  how  fmall  confequence  is  it  to  creatures  that  are 
to  exift  for  ever  in  the  moft  perfeft  happinefs  or  mi- 
fery,  and  that  muft  fo  foon  break  off  all  their  tender 
connections  with  the  dear  creatures  that  were  united 
to  their  hearts  in  the  prefent  tranfitory  ftate  !  of  how 
fmall  confequence  is  it  to  fuch,  whether  they  fpend 
a  few  years  of  their  exiftence  in  all  the  delights  of 
the  conjugal  ftate  and  the  focial  Jife,  or  are  forlorn, 
bereaved,  deftitute,  widowed,  childlefs,  fatherlefs, 
friendlefs !  The  grave  and  eternity  will  level  all  thefe 

little 
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little  inequalities.  The  dull  of  Job  has  no  more  fenfe 
of  his  paft  calamities  than  that  of  Solomon  who  felt  fo 
few  ;  and  their  immortal  parts  are  equally  happy  in 
heaven,  if  they  were  equally  holy  upon  earth.  And 
of  how  fmall  confequence  is  it  to  Judas  now,  after  he 
has  been  above  feventeen  hundred  years  in  his  owH 
place,  whether  he  died  fingle  or  married,  a  parent  or 
childlefs !  This  makes  no  diftinftion  in  heaven  or 
hell,  unlefs  that,  as  relations  increafe,  the  duties, 
belonging  to  them  are  multiplied,  and  the  truft 
becomes  the  heavier  ;  the  difcharge  of  which  meets 
with  a  more  glorious  reward  in  heaven,  and  the  neg- 
left  of  which  fufFers  a  feverer  punifliment  in  hell. 

Farther,  the  apoftle,  in  faying  that  they  who  have 
wives  Jbould  be  as  though  they  had  none^  intends  that 
we  fliould  not  exceffively  let  our  hearts  upon  any  of 
our  deareft  relatives  fo  as  to  tempt  us  to  negleft  the 
fuperior  concerns  of  the  world  to  come,  or  draw  off 
our  affeftions  from  God.  We  fliould  always  remem- 
ber who  it  was  that  faid,  He  that  loveth  father^  or  mo- 
ther^ or  wife  J  or  children^  more  than  me^  is  not  worthy  of 
me.  He  that  is  married^  fays  St.  Paul  in  the  context, 
careth  for  the  things  of  the  worlds  how  he  may  pleafe  his 
wife,  verfe  33.  But  we  Ihould  beware  left  this  care 
fliould  run  to  excefs,  and  render  us  carelefs  of  the 
interefts  of  our  fouls,  and  the  concerns  of  immortali- 
ty. To  moderate  exceflive  care  and  anxiety  about 
the  things  of  this  world  is  the  defign  the  apoftle  has 
immediately  in  view  in  my  text ;  for  having  taught 
thofe  that  have  wives  to  be  as  though  they  had  none^  he. 
he  immediately  adds,  /  would  have  you  without  care^ 
fulnefs  ;  and  this  is  the  reafon  why  I  would  have  you 
form  fuch  an  eftimate  of  all  the  conditions  of  life, 
and  count  them  as  on  a  level.  Thofe  that  have  the 
agreeable  weights  of  thefe  relations  ought  no  more  to 
abandon  themfelves  to  the  over-eager  purfuit  of  this 
world,  or  place  their  happinefs  in  it ;  ought  no  more 
to  negleft  the  concerns  of  religion  and  eternity  than 
if  they  did  not  bear  thefe  relations.     The  bufy  head 
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iiiz  numerous  family  is  as  much  concerned  to  fecure 
his  everkfting  intereft  as  a  fingle  man.  Whatever 
becpn)es.  of  him  and  his  in  this  vanifliing  wbrld,  he 
nuift  by.np  means  ncgleft  to  provide  for  his  fubfift- 
c^qe  i;i>  the  eternal  world ;  and  nothing  in  this  wbrld 
can  at  all  excufe  that  negle<5i. 

0.  th^t  thefe  thoughts  may  deeply  afFeft  the  hearts 
of  fuch  of  us  as  are  agreeably  conneAed  in  fuch  rela- 
tions !  and  may  they  infpire  us  with  a  proper  infen- 
fibility  and  indifference  towards  them  when  compared 
with  the  affairs  of  religion  and  eternity !  May  this 
confideration  moderate  the  forrows  of  the  mourners 
on  this  melancholy  occafion,  and  teach  them  to  efteem 
the  gain  or  lofs  of  an  happy  eternity  as  that  which 
ihould  fwallow  up  every  other  concern  ! 

The  next  branch  of  the  inference  refers  to  the  for- 
rows of  life.  //  remaineth  that  they  that  weep  be  as  if 
they  wept  not.  Whatever  affliftions  may  befal  us  here, 
they  will  not  laft  long,  but  will  foon  be  fwallowed  up 
in  the  greater  joys  or  forrows  of  the  eternal  world. 
Thefe  tears  wiU  not  always  flow  ;  thefe  fighs  will  not 
always  heave  our  breafts.  We  can  figh  no  longer 
than  the  vital  breath  infpires  our  lungs  ;  and  we  can 
weep  no  longer  than  till  death  flops  all  the  fountains 
of  our  tears ;  and  that  will  be  in  a  very  little  time. 
And  when  we  enter  into  the  eternal  world,  if  we  have 
been  the  dutiful  children  of  God  here,  his  own  gentle 
hand  fhall  wipe  away  every  tear  from  our  faces,  and 
he  will  comfort  the  mourners.  Then  all  the  forrows 
of  life  will  ceafe  for  ever,  and  no  more  painful  re- 
membrance of  them  will  remain  than  of  the  pains  and 
ficknefs  of  our  unconfcious  infancy.  But  if  all  the 
difcipline  of  our  heavenly  Father  fails  to  reduce  us  to 
our  duty,  if  we  flill  continue  rebellious  and  incorri- 
gible under  his  rod,  and  confequently  the  miferies  of 
this  life  convev  us  to  thofe  of  the  future,  the  fmaller 
will  be  fwallowed  up  and  loft  in  the  greater  as  a  drop 
in  the  ocean.  Some  defperate  finners  have  hardened 
themfelves  in  fin  with  this  cold  comfort,  *  That  fince 

they 
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they  muft  be  miferable  hereafter,  they  will  at  leaft 
take  their  fill  of  pleafures  here,  and  take  a  merry  jour- 
ney to  hell/  But,  alas  !  what  a  forry  mitigation  will 
this  be  !  how  entirely  will  all  this  career  of  pleafurc 
be  forgotten  at  the  firft  pang  of  infernal  anguifli !  O ! 
what  poor  relief  to  a  foul  loft  for  ever,  to  refled  that 
this  eternity  of  pain  followed  upon  and  was  procured 
by  a  few  months  or  years  of  fordid  guilty  pleafurc ! 
Was  that  a  relief  or  an  aggravation  which  Abraham 
mentions  to  his  loft  fon,  wnen  he  puts  him  in  mind, 
Son^  remember  that  thou  in  thy  life-time  receivedjl  thy  good 
things.  Luke  xvi.  25.  Thou  hadft  then  all  the  ftiare 
of  good  which  thou  ever  fhalt  enjoy  ;  thou  hadft  thy 
portion  in  that  world  where  thou  didft  choofe  to  have 
it,  and  therefore  ftand  to  the  confequences  of  thine 
own  choice,  and  look  for  no  other  portion.  O !  who 
can  bear  to  be  thus  reminded  and  upbraided  in  the 
midft  of  remedilefs  mifery  ! 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  affliftions  or  bereave- 
ments we  fufFer  in  this  world,  let  us  moderate  our 
forrows  and  keep  them  within  bounds.  Let  them  not 
work  up  and  ferment  into  murmurings  and  infurrec- 
tions  againft  God,  who  gives  and  takes  away,  and  blef- 
fed  be  his  name  I  Let  them  not  fink  us  into  a  fuUen 
diflike  of  the  mercies  ftill  left  in  our  pofleflion.  How 
unreafonable  and  ungrateful,  that  God*s  retaking 
one  of  his  mercies  Ihould  tempt  us  to  defpife  all  the 
reft  !  Take  a  view  of  the  rich  inventory  of  blefllngs 
ftill  remaining,  and  you  will  find  them  much  more 
numerous  and  important  than  thofe  you  have  loft. 
Do  not  miftake  me,  as  if  I  recommended  or  expeft- 
ed  an  utter  infenfibility  under  the  calamities  of  life. 
I  allow  nature  its  moderate  tears  ;  but  let  them  not 
rife  to  floods  of  inconfolable  forrows  ;  I  allow  you  to 
feel  your  affliftions  like  men  and  chriftians,  but  then 
you  muft  bear  them  like  men  and  chriftians  too.  May 
God  grant  that  we  may  all  exemplify  this  direction 
when  we  are  put  to  the  trial ! 

Vol.  II.  N  The 
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The  third  branch  of  the  inference  refers  to  the  joys 
-and  pleafures  of  life.  The  time  is  Jloort^  it  remainetb 
'iherrfore  that  they  that  rejoice  be  as  if  they  rejoiced  not ; 
that  is,  the  joys  of  this  life,  from  whatever  earthly 
caufe.they  fpring,  are  fo  fhort  and  tranfitory,  ,that 
•they  are  as  of  no  account  to  a  creature  that  is  to  exift 
for  ever  ;  to  exift  for  ever  in  joys  or  pains  of  an  in- 
finitely higher  and  more  important  kind.  To  fuch 
a  creature  it  is  an  indiflPerency  whether  he  laughs  or 
weeps,  whether  he  be  joyful  or  fad,  for  only  a  few 
fleeting  moments.  Thefe  vanilhing,  uncertain  joys, 
ihould  not  engrofs  our  hearts  as  our  chief  happinefs, 
nor  caufe  us  to  negleft  and  forfeit  the  divine  and 
everlafting  joys  above  the  fides.  The  pleafure  we 
receive  from  any  created  enjoyment  Ihould  not  en- 
fnare  us  to  make  it  our  idol,  to  forget  that  we  muft 
part  with  it,  or  to  fret  and  murmur,  and  repine  when 
the  parting  hour  comes.  When  we  are  rejoicing  in 
the  abundance  of  earthly  bleflings,  we  ftiould  be  as 
careful  and  laborious  in  fecuring  the  favour  of  God 
and  everlafting  happinefs  as  if  we  rejoiced  not.  If 
our  eternal  All  is  fecure  it  is  enough  ;  and  it  will  not 
at  all  be  heightened  or  diminifhed  by  the  refleftion 
that  we  lived  a  joyful  or  a  fad  life  in  this  pilgrimage* 
But  if  we  fpend  our  immortality  in  mifery,  what  forry 
comfort  will  it  be  that  we  laughed,  and  played,  and 
frolicked  away  a  few  years  upon  earth  ?  years  that 
were  given  us  for  a  ferious  purpofe,  as  a  fpace  for 
repentance,  and  preparation  for  eternity*  Therefore 
let  "  thofe  that  rejoice  be  as  though  they  rejoiced  not  j'* 
that  i&,be  nobly  indifferent  to  all  the  little  amufements 
and  pleafures  of  fo  ftiort  a  life. 

And  let  thafe  that  buy  be  as  if  they  poffeffed  not. — This 
is  the  fourth  particular  in  the  inference  from  the 
fliortnefs  of  time,  and  it  refers  to  the  trade  and  bufi- 
nefs  of  life.  It  refers  not  only  to  the  bufy  merchant, 
whofe  life  is  a  viciffitude  of  buying  and  felling,  but 
alfo  to  the  planter,  the  tradefman,  and  indeed  to  every 
man  among  us  }  for  we  are  all  carrying  on  a  com- 
merce. 
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merce,  more  »_  left,  for  the  purpofes  of  this  life. — 
You  all  buy,  and  fell,  and  exchange,  in  fome  form  or 
other  ;  and  the  things  of  this  world  are  perpetually 
paffing  from  hand  to  hand.     Sometimes  you  have 
good  bargains,  and  make  large  acquifitions..    But  fet 
not  your  hearts  upon  them  ;  but  in  the  midfii  of  all 
your  poflTeffions,  live  as  if  you  poffeffed  them  not. 
Alas  !  of  what  fmall  account  are  all  the  things  you 
call  your  own  upon  earth,  to  you  who  are  to  ftay  here 
fo  Ihort  a  time  \    to  you  who  muft  fo  foon  bid  an 
eternal  farewell  to  them  all,  and  go  as  naked  out  of 
the,,world  as  you  came  into  it  ;  to  you  who  muft 
fpend  an  everlafting  duration  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
all  thefe  enjoyments  ?  It  is  not  worth  your  while  to 
call  them  your  own,  fince  you  muft  fo  foon  refign 
them  to  other  hands.     The  melancholy  occafion  of 
this  day  may  cpnvince  you  that  fuccefs  in  trade,  and 
a  plentiful  eftate,  procured  and  kept  by  indufty  and 
good  management,  is  neither  a  fecurity  againft  death 
nor  a  comfort  in  it.     Alas  !  what  fervice  can  thefe 
houfes,  and  lands,  and  numerous  domeftics  perfornr 
to  the  old  clay  that  moulders  in  yonder  grave,  or  to 
the  immortal  ipirit  that  is  fled  we  know  not  where ! 
Therefore  buy,  fenfible  that  you  can  buy  nothing 
upon  a  fure  and  lafting  title  ;  nothing  that  you  can 
certainly  call  yours  to-morrow.    Buy,  but  do  not  fell 
your  hearts  to  the  tMfles  you  buy,  and  let  them  not 
tempt  you  to  a<3:  as  if  this  were  your  final  home,  or 
to  negleft  to  lay  up  for  yourfelves  treafures  in  heaven ; 
treafures  which  you  can  call  your  own  when  this 
world  is  laid  in  aflies,  and  which  you  can  enjoy  and 
live  upon  in  what  I  may  call  an  angelic  ftate,  when 
thefe  bodies  have  nothing  but  a  coffin,  a  fliroud,  and 
a  few  feet  of  earth. 

Finally,  let  "  thofe  that  ufe  thi^s  world,  ufe  it  as  not 
abufing  it."  This  is  the  fifth  branch  of  the  inference 
from  thefliortnefs  of  time  ;  and  it  feems  to  have  a 
particular  reference  to  fuch  as  have  had  fuch  fuccefs 
in  their  purfuit  of  the  world,  that  they  have  now  re- 
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tired  from  bufinefs,  and  appear  to  themfelves  to  have 
nothing  to  do  but  enjoy  the  world,  for  which  they 
fo  tong  toiled.  Or  it  may  refer  to  thofe  who  are  born 
heirs  to  plentiful  eftates,  and  therefore  are  not  con- 
cerned to  acquire  the  world,  but  to  ufe  and  enjoy  it. 
To  fuch  I  fay,  "  Ufe  this  world  as  not  abufing  it  ;'* 
that  is,  ufe  it,  enjoy  it,  take  moderate  pleafure  in  it, 
but  do  not  abufe  it  by  proftltuting  it  to  finful  purpo- 
fes,  making  provifion  for  the  flefli  to  fulfil  the  lufta 
thereof,  indulging  yourfelves  in  debauchery  and  ex- 
travagance, placing  your  confidence  in  it,  and  finging 
a  requiem  to  your  fouls.  "  Soul,  take  thine  eafe ;  eat, 
drink,  and  be  merry  ;  for  thou  haft  much  goods  laid 
up  in  ftore  for  many  years.''  O  !  prefumptuous  "fooi, 
this  night  thy  foul  may  be  required  of  thee."  Luke 
xii.  1 9,  20.  Do  not  ufe  this  world  to  excefs  *  (fo  the 
word  may  be  tranflated)  by  placing  your  hearts  ex- 
cefllvely  upon  it  as  your  favourite  portion  and  princi- 
pal happinefs,  and  by  fufFering  it  to  draw  off  your 
thoughts  and  affections  from  the  fuperic^  bleffednefs 
of  the  world  to  come.  Ufe  the  world,  but  let  it  not 
tempt  you  to  excefs  in  eating,  drinking,  drefs,  equi- 
page, or  in  any  article  of  the  parade  of  riches.  Reli- 
gion by  no  means  enjoins  a  fordid,  niggardly,  churlifii 
manner  of  living  ;  it  allows  you  to  enjoy  the  bleifings 
of  life,  but  then  it  forbids  all  excefs,  and  requires  you 
to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  ttioderation  in  your 
enjoyments.     Thus  ufe  this  world  as  not  ahufing  it. 

The  apoftle's  inference  is  not  only  drawn  frona 
ftrong  premifes,  but  alfo  enforced  with  a  very  weigh- 
ty reafon  ;  for  the  fajhion  of  this  world  pcffeih  away^ 
The  whole  fcheme  and  fyftem  of  worldly  affairs,  all 
this  marrying,  and  rejoicing,  and  weeping,  and  buy- 
ing, and  enjoying  paffeth  away^  paffeth  away  this  mo- 
ment ;  it  not  only  will  pafs  away,  but  it  is  even  now 
pafling  away.  The  ftream  of  time,  with  all  the  tri- 
fles that  float  on  it,  and  all  the  eager  purfuers  of  thefe 

bubbles, 

*  kaiachromenoi.    So  it  is  rendered  by  Doddridge,  and  others* 
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bubbles,  is  in  motion,  in  fwift  inceffant  motion,  t» 
empty  itfelf  and  all  that  fail  upon  it,  into  the  IbjWFe* 
lefs  ocean  of  eternity,  where  all  will  be  abforbed  ^4 
loft  for  ever.  And  fhall  we  exceffively  doat  up<w 
things  that  are  perpetually  flying  from  us,  and' in  ^ 
little  time  will  be  no  more  our  property  than  thq 
riches  of  the  world  before  the  flood  ?  0  ye  fons  /f 
men,  how  long  will  you  follow  after  vanity  ?  why  do  y4iu 
fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  breads  and  ymif 
labour  for  that  which  profiteth  not  ? 

Some  critics  apprehend  this  fentence,  the  fajhion  of 
this  world  pajfeth  away^  contains  a  fine  ftriking  allur 
fion  to  the  ftage,  and  that  it  might  be  rendered,  "  the 
fcene  of  this  world  pafleth  away."  '  You  know,^  fay^ 
a  fine  writer  *  upon  this  text, '  that  upon  the  flag^ 
the  aftors  aflume  imaginary  charafters,  and  appear 
in  borrowed  forms.  One  mimics  the  courage  an4 
triumphs  of  the  hero ;  another  appears  with  a  crown 
and  a  fceptre,  and  fliruts  about  with  all  the  folemnity 
and  majefty  of  a  prince ;  a  third  puts  on  the  fawning 
finile  of  a  courtier,  or  the  haughtinefs  of  a  fuccefsful 
favourite ;  and  the  fourth  is  reprefented  in  the  drefe 
of  a  fcholar  or  a  divine.  An  hour  or  two  they  aA 
their  feveral  parts  on  the  ftage,  and  amufe  the  fpccla- 
tors ;  but  the  fcenes  are  conftantly  fliifting :  and 
when  the  play  is  concluded,  the  feigned  charafters 
are  laid  afide,  and  the  imaginary  kings  and  emperors 
are  immediately  divefted  of  their  pretended  authori- 
ty and  enfigns  of  royalty,  and  appear  in  their  native 
meannefs. 

'  Juft  fo  this  world  is  a  great  ftage  that  prcfents  as^. 
variable  fcenes,  and  as  fantaftical  chara6tcrs  ;  princes, 
politicians,  and  warriors,  the  rich,  the  learned,  and 
the  wife  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  poor  weak  and 
defpifed  part  of  mankind  poflefs  their  feveral  places 
on  the  theatre ;  fome  lurk  obfcurely  in  a  corner, 
feldom  come  from  behind  the  fcenes,  or  creep  along 
unnoticed  j  others  make  a  fplendid  Ihow  and  a  loud 


noife. 
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noiie,  arc  adorned  with  the  honours  of  a  crown,  or 
poflefled  of  hrge  eftates  and  great  powers ;  fill  the 
vorld  with  the  glory  of  their  names  and  aftions  ;. 
conquer  in  the  field,  or  are  laborioufly  employed  ia 
the  [Cabinet.  Well,  in  a  little  time  the  fcene  is  fliift- 
ed,  and  all  thefe  vain  phantoms  difappear.  The  king 
of  terrors  clears  the  ftage  of  the  bufy  aftors,  fl:rips 
them  of  all  their  fii6titious  ornaments,  and  ends  the 
yain  farce  of  life :  and,  being  brought  all  upon  a  le- 
vel, they  go  down  to  the  grave  in  their  original  na-? 
kednefs,  are  jumbled  together  undifi:inguifhed,  and 
pafs  away  as  a  tale  that  is  told. 
;  Farther :  *  Upon  the  Greek  or  Roman  theatres^ 
to  which  the  apoftle  alludes,  the  adors,  if  I  miftake 
not,  frequently,  if  not  always,  came  upon  the  fl:age 
in  a  difguife,  with  a  falfe  face,  which  was  adapted  to 
the  diflFerent  perfon  or  ,charafter  they  defigned  to  at 
fume ;  fo  that  no  man  was  to  be  feen  with  his  real 
'face,  but  all  put  on  borrowed  vifages.  And  in  allur 
fion  to  this,  the  text  might  be  rendered,  "  The  mat 
querade  of  the  world  paffeth  away,'*  pointing  out 
the  fraud  and  difguifes  which  mankind  put  on,  and 
the  flattering  forms  in  which  they  generally  appear, 
which  will  all  pafs  away  when  the  grave  Ihall  pull  off 
the  mafk ;  and  they  go  down  to  the  other  world  na- 
ked and  open,*  and  appear  at  the  fupreme  tribunal 
in  their  due  characters, '  and  can  no  more  be  varnifli- 
ed  over  vidth  fraudulent. colouring.'  * 

Others  apprehend,  the  apoftle  here  alludes  to  fome 

fraud  proceffion,  in  which  pageants  or  emblematical 
gures  pafs  along  the  crowded  ftreets.  The  ftaring 
crowd  wait  their  appearance  with  eager  eyes,  and 
place  themfelves  in  the  moft  convenient  pofture  of 
obfervation  ;  they  gape  at  the  pafling  fliow ;  they 
follow  it  with  a  wondering  gaze ; — and  now  it  is 
paft ;  and  now  it  begins  to  look  dim  to  the  fight ; 
and  now  it  difappears.  Jufl:  fuch  is  this  tranfitory 
world.     Thus  it  begins  to  attraft  the  eager  gaze  of 

mankind  j 

*  Dunlop's  Sermons,  Vol.  I.  p.  215,. 
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mankind ;  thus  it  marches  by  in  fwift  proceffion 
from  our  eyes  to  meet  the  eyes  of  others ;  and  thus 
it  foon  vaniflies  and  difappears.  * 

And  fliall  we  always  be  ftupidly  ftarine  upon  this 
empty  parade,  and  forget  that  world  of  fubftantial 
realities  to  which  we  are  haftening  ?  No ;  let  us  Uvc 
and  aft  as  the  expectants  of  that  world,  and  as  having 
nothing  to  do  with  this  world,  but  only  as  a  fchool, 
a  ftate  of  difcipline,  to  educate  and  prepare  us  for 
another. 

O !  that  I  could  fuccefsfully  imprefs  this  exhorta- 
tion upon  all  your  hearts !  O^!  that  I  could  prevail 
upon  you  all  this  day  to  break  off  your  over-fond  at- 
tachment to  earth,  and  to  make  ready  for  immorta- 
lity !  Could  I  carry  this  point,  it  would  be  a  greater 
advantage  than  all  the  dead  could  receive  by  any  fu- 
neral panegyrics  from  me.  I  foeak  for  the  advantage 
of  the  living  upon  fuch  occauons,  and  not  to  cele- 
brate the  virtues  of  thofc  who  have  paffed  the  trial, 
and  received  their  fentence  from  the  Supreme  Judges 
And  I  am  well  fatisfied  the  mourning  relatives  of  our 
deceafed  friend,  who  beft  knew  and  eftecmed  his 

Sorth,  would  be  rather  offended  than  pleafed,  if  I 
buld  proftitute  the  prefent  hour  to  fo  mean  a 
purpofe.  Indeed,  many  a  character  lefs  worthy  of 
praife,  often  makes  a  mining  figure  in  funeral  fer- 
mons.  Many  that  have  not  been  fuch  tender  huf- 
bands,  fuch  affeftionatr  fathers,  fuch  kind  matters, 
fuch  fincere  upright  friends,  fo  honeft  and  punctual 
in  trade,  fuch  zealous  lovers  of  religion  and  good 

men, 

♦  Thus  Dr.  Doddridge  underftands  the  text,  Family  Expo- 
sitor, in  loc.  and  t^|i  he  beautifully  defd^bes  it  in  his  Hymns: 

*  The  empty  pageant  rpUs  along  ; 

*  The  giddy  unexperienced  throng 
'  Purfuc  it  with  enchanted  eyes  ; 

*  It  paffeth  in  fwift  march  away, 

*  Still  more  and  more  its  charms  decay, 

*  Till  the  la  ft  gaudy  colours  dies.         See  IIymx  2  68, 

Lucian  has  the  beft  illuftration  of  this  paflage.  in  this  view, 
that  I  have  fecn.     Dialogue  XXXII.  Murphy's  Edvt.w.— 
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ihen,  have  had  their  putrifying  remains  perfumed 
with  public  praife  from  a  place  fo  folemn  as  the  puj- 
pit ;  but  you  can  witnefs  for  me,  it  is  not  my  ufual 
foible  to  run  to  this  ex;€reme.  My  bufinefs  is  with 
you,  who  are  as  yet  sJive,  to  hear- me.  To  you  I  call, 
as  with  the  voice  of  your  deceafed  friend  and  neighs 
bourj— Prepare !  prepare  for  eternity  !  O !  if  the 
ftjrits  that  you  once  knew,  while  clothed  in  flefb, 
mould  take  my  pl^ce,  would  not  this  b^  their  united 
voice,  '  Prepare !  prepare  for  eternity !  ye  frail  fliort- 
lived  mortals !  ye  near  neighbours  to  the  worH'  of 
i^irits !  ye  borderers  upon  heaven  or  hell ;  make 
ready,  loofen  your  hearts  from  earth,  and  all  that  it 
contains  :  weigh  anchor,  and  prepare  to  launch  away 
into  the  boundlefs  ocean  pf  eternity,  which  methinks 
is  now  within  your  ken,  and  roars  within  hearing.* 
And  remember,  '  this  I  fay,  brethren,*  with  great 
confidence,  the  time  is  Jhort :  it  remaineth  therefore^  for 
the  fiiture,-^/A/7/  they  that  have  wi'Ves^  teas  if  they  had 
none  ;  and  they  that  weep^as  if  they  wept  not-j  and  they 
that  rejoice^  as  if  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy^  as 
if  they  poffeffed  not ;  and  they  that  ufe  this  worlds  as  not 
nhufing  it :  for  the  fajhion  ^  this  worlds  all  its  fchenap 
of  affairs,  all  the  vain  parade,  all  the  idle  farce  of  lift, 
pajfeth  away.  And  away  let  it  pafs,  if  we  may  at  lafl 
obtain  a  better  country  j  that  is,  an  heavenly  :  which 
may  God  grant  for  Jefus*  fake !     Amen, 


ft. 
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SERMON      XXIV. 

THE    PREACHING    OF    CHRIST    CRUCIFIED  THE    MEAN 

OF    SALVATION. 


3  Cor.  i.  22 — 24.  For  the  Jews  require  a  Jign^  and 
the  Greeks  feek  after  wifdom  ;  but  we  preach  Cbrijt 
crucified^  unto  the  Jews  a  Jiumhling-hlock^  and  unto  the 
Greeks  foolijhnefs ;  but  unto  them  which  are  called^ 
both  yews  and  Greeks^  Chrijl  the  power  ofGod,  and 
the  wifdom  of  God. 

IF  we Ihould  confider  Chriftianity  only  as  an  im- 
provement of  natural  religion,  containing  a  com- 
plete fyftem  of  morality,  and  prefcribing  a  pure  plan 
of  worlhip,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
and  worthy  of  univerfal  acceptance.  In  the  one  view, 
it  is  neceffary  to  inform  the  world  in  matters  of  fin 
and  duty,  and  reform  their  vicious  praftices ;  and 
in  the  other,  to  put  an  end  to  that  foolifti  and  barba- 
rous fuperftition  which  had  over-run  the  earth,  un- 
der the  notion  of  religious  worfliip.  And  thefe  ends 
the  Chriftian  religion  fully  anfwers.  Never  was  there 
&ch  a  finifhed  fyftem  of  morality,  or  fuch  a  fpiritual 
and  divine  model  of  worfliip  invented  or  revealed,  as 
by  the  defpifed  Galilean,  and  the  twelve  fifliermen 
that  received  their  inftructions  from  him. 

But  this  is  not  the  principal  excellency  of  the  gof- 
pel !  and  did  it  carry  its  difcoveries  no  farther,  alas  ! 
it  would  be  far  from  revealing  a  fuitable  religion  for 
finncrs.  A  religion  for  finners  muft  reveal  a  method 
of  falvation  for  the  loft ;  of  pardon  for  the  guilty, 
and  of  fanftifying  grace  for  the  weak  and  wicked. 
And,  bleffed  be  God,  the  gofpel  anfwers  this  end  ; 
and  it  is  its  peculiar  excellency  that  it  does  fo.     It  is 
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its  peculiar  excellency  that  it  publiflies  a  crucified 
Clirift  as  an  all-fufficient  Saviour  to  a  guilty,  perifli- 
ing  \Vorld.  It  is  its  glorious  peculiarity  that  it  re- 
veals a  method  of  falvation  every  way  honourable  to 
God  and  his  government,  and  every  way  fuitable  to 
our  neceflities ;  and  that  is,  by  the  fufferings  of  Ch rift, 
the  Founder  of  this  religion.  This  is  the  ground,  the 
fubflancc,  and  marrow  of  the  gofpcl ;  and  it  is  this, 
above  all  other  things,  that  its  minifters  ought  to 
preach  and  inculcate.  It  fliould  have  the  fame  place 
in  their  fermons  which  it  has  in  that  gofpel  which  it 
is  their  bufinefs  to  preach  ;  that  is,  it  fliould  be  the 
foundation,  the  fubftance,  the  center,  and  drift  of  all. 
This  was  the  practice  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  preach- 
er of  the  gofpel  that  ever  bore"  that  commiffion  :  I 
mean  St.  Paul.  And  in  this  he  was  not  Angular ;  his. 
fellow-apoftles  heartily  concurred  with  him,  We  preach 
Chrijl  crucified.  1  he  fufferings  of  Chrift,  which  had 
a  dreadful  confummation  in  his  crucifixion,  their  ne- 
ceflity,  defign,  and  confequences,  and  the  way  of  fal- 
vation thereby  opened  for  a  guilty  world,  thefe  are 
the  principal  materials  of  our  preaching ;  to  inftruft 
mankind  in  thefe  is  the  great  object  of  our  miniftry, 
and  the  unwearied  labour  of  our  lives.  We  might 
eafily  choofe  fubjefts  more  pleafing  and  popular,  more 
fit  to  difplay  our  learning  and  abilities,  and  fet  off  the 
ftrong  rcafoner,  or  the  fine  orator :  but  our  commif- 
fion, as  minifl:ers  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  binds  us  to  the 
fubjcct ;  and  the  neceflity  of  the  world  peculiarly  re- 
quires it.  Further,  this  was  not  the  apoftle^s  occafi- 
onal  practice,  or  an  hafl:y  wavering  purpofe  ;  but  he 
was  determined  upon  it.  /  determined^  fays  he,  not  to 
know  any  thing  among  you^  fave  "Jefus  Chrift ^  and  him 
crucified.  *  i  Cor.  ii.  c.  This  theme,  as  it  were,  en- 
groffcd  ail  his  thoughts ;  he  dwelt  fo  much  upon  it, 

as 

*  Which  Dr.  Doddridge  renders — Chrifi  Jefus^  even  that  cru- 
cified one-  Chrift  Jefus,  and  that  under  the  moft  ignominious 
circumftances  poflible,  viz.  as  crucified,  was  the  principal  ob- 
jcQ:  of  his  ftudy,  and  th^  fubftance  of  his  preaching. 
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as  if  he  had  known  nothing  elfe  :  and  as  if  nothing 
elfe  had  been  worth  knowing.  Indeed  he  openly 
avows  fuch  a  neglect  and  contempt  of  all  other  know- 
ledge, in  coniparifon  of  this  :  I  count  all  things  but  lofs^ 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  offcfits  Ciri/i  juy  Lord. 
Phil.  iii.  8.  The  crucifixion  of  Chrift,  which  was  the 
moft  ignominious  circun^.ftance  in  the  \\'hoIc  coiirfc 
of  his  abafement,  was  an  objecc  in  which  he  gloried  y 
and  he  is  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  thought  of  glory- 
ing in  any  thing  elfe.  God  forbid^  fays  he,  thai  Ifjotdd 
glory ^  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  fefus  Chnji  !  Gal. 
vi.  14.  In  fliort,  he  looked  upon  it  as  the  perfection  of 
his  character  as  a  chriftian  and  an  apollie,  to  l^c  a  con- 
ftant  ftudent,  and  a  zealous  indcfatigabic  preacher  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

But  though  a  crucified  Jefus  was  of  fo  much  im- 
portance in  a  religion  for  finners ;  though  this  doc- 
trine was  the  fubltancc  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  princi- 
pal objeft  of  the  apoftle's  miniltry  ;  yet,  as  it  was  not 
the  invention  of  human  reafon,  fa  neither  was  it  a- 
greeable  to  the  proud  reafonings,  or  corrupt  tafte  of 
the  world.  The  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that 
perifld^  fooliflrnefs.  Ilovv-ever,  there  were  fome  that  had 
the  fame  fentimcnt  of  it  with  St.  Paul  ;^ven  as  ma- 
ny as  were  in  the  way  of  falvation.  JJhto  us  that  are 
faved^  it  is  the  power  of  God.  ver.  18.  To  fuch,  that 
weak  and  contemptible  thing,  the  crofs,  was  the 
brighteft  difplay  of  divine  power  to  be  found  in  the 
univerfe. 

Mankind  had  had  time  enough  to  try  what  expe- 
dients their  reafon  could  find  out  for  the  reforma- 
tion and  falvation  of  a  degenerate  and  periiliing 
world.  The  fages  and  philofophers  of  the  hcatiien 
world  had  had  a  clear  ftage  for  many  hundreds  of 
years  ;  and  they  might  have  done  their  utmoft  with- 
out controul.  But,  alas  !  did  any  of  them,  amid  all 
their  boafl:ed  improvements,  fucceed  in  the  experi- 
ment ?  Or  could  they  fo  much  as  find  out  a  method 
ia  which  finners  might  be  reconciled  to  their  God  ? 

No; 
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No ;  in  this  moft  interefting  point,  they  were  either 
ftupidly  thoughtlefs,  or  all  their  fearches  iffued  in 
perplexity,  or  in  the  moft  abfurd  and  impious  con- 
trivances. Where  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the  fcribe  ? 
where  is  the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  Let  them  appear, 
aad  produce  their  fchemes  upon  this  head.  But  hath 
not  God  made  foolifh  the  wifdom  of  this  world  I  (ver.  20.) 
Yes,  indeed  he  has,  by  propofing  a  method  moft  per- 
feftly  adapted  for  this  end,  which  they  not  only  ne- 
ver would  have  once  thought  of,  but  which,  when 
revealed,  their  wifdom  cannot  relilh.  Their  wifiiom 
appears  but  folly,  in  that  when  they  had  the  world 
to  themfelves  about  four  thoufand  years,  they  could 
not  in  all  that  time  find  out  any  fuccefsful  expedient 
to  amend  and  fave  it.  And  now,  if  any  thing  be 
done  at  all,  it  is  time  for  God  to  do  it ;  and  how 
ftrange,  how  unexpefted,  how  myfterious  was  his 
expedient !  and  yet  how  glorious  and  effe6hial !  For 
after  that^  in  the  wifdom  of  Godj  the  world  by  wifdom 
knew  not  God^  it  pleafed  God,  by  the  foolijhnefs  of  preach^ 
ing^  to  fav'e.jhem  that  believe,  ver.  21.  1  his  was  the 
contrivance  for  efFefting  what  all  the  wifdom  and 
learning  of  the  world  could  never  effect  5  the  plain 
unadorned  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified ;  which,  both 
for  the  matter  and  manner  of  it,  was  counted  fool- 
ifhnefs. 

But  how  did  the  world  bear  this  mortification  of 
their  intellectual  pride  ?  And  what  reception  did  this 
bounteous  divine  fcheme  meet  \idth  when  revealed  ? 
Alas  !  I  am  forry  to  tell  you:  The  prejudices  of  their 
education  were  diflferent ;  but  they  were  unitedly  fet 
againft  the  gofpel.  The  Jews  had  been  educated  in  a 
religion  eftabliflied  by  a  feries  of  miracles  ;  and  there- 
fore they  were  extravagant  in  their  demands  of  this 
fort  of  evidence.  Notwithftanding  all  the  miracles 
Chrift  was  working  daily  before  their  eyes,  they  were 
perpetually  afking  him.  What  fign  fhewefl  thou? — 
Thofe  that  are  refolved  not  to  be  convinced,  will  be 
alv/ays  complaining  of  the  v/ant  of  proof,  and  de- 
manding 
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manding  more  to  vindicate  their  infidelity.  As  for 
the  Greeks,  their  prejudices  were  of  another  kind  ; 
it  was  even  a  proverb  among  them,  that  "  miracles 
were  for  fools  ;'*  *  and  therefore  they  did  not  defire 
that  fort  of  evidence.  But  theyfeek  after  wifdom.  They 
had  been  accuftomed  to  fine  orations,  ftrong  reafon- 
ing,  and  a  parade  of  learning ;  and  thefe  were  the 
evidences  they  dcfired  to  recommend  a  doctrine  to 
them.  And,  finding  the  doftrine  of  Chrift  crucified 
had  none  of  thefe  embelliihments,  they  defpifedand 
rejefted  it  as  foolilhnefs  and  nonfenfe. 

The  method  of  falvation  by  the  crucifixion  of  a 
fuppofed  malefaftor,  was  fo  extremely  oppofitc  to  the 
reafoning,  pride,  and  prejudices  of  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles, that  they  could  not  bear  it.  The  Jev/s  expected 
the  Mefliah  would  appear  as  a  victorious  temporal 
prince,  who,  inftead  of  falling  a  prey  to  his  enemies, 
would  fubdue  them  all  with  an  irrefiftiblc  power,  and 
advance  the  family  of  David  to  univerfal  empire. 
And  of  all  other  deaths,  that  of  crucifixion  was  the 
moft  odious  and  abominable  to  them,  becaufe,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  Romans,  it  was  the 
punifliment  only  of  flaves  ;  and  by  their  own  law 
it  was  pronounced  accurfed ;  for  it  is  written^  curfed 
is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree.  Gal.  iii.  13.  Deut. 
xxi.  23.  Hence,  by  way  of  contempt,  the  Jews 
called  the  bleffed  Jefus,  the  Hanged  Man. — ^Nay,  this 
was  a  fliock  to  the  faith  of  the  apoftles  themfelves, 
until  their  Jewifli  prejudices  were  removed  by  better 
information.  Finding  that,  inftead  of  fctting  up  a 
glorious  kingdom,  their  Mafter  was  apprehended  by 
his  enemies,  and  hang  upon  a  crofs,  they  had  nothing 
to  fay,  but  We  trujied  this  was  he  that  fmuld  have  deli* 
vered  Ifrael :  we  limply  thought  fo  ;  but,  alas  !  now 
we  fee  our  miftakc.  Luke  xxiv.  21.  No  wonder  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  fliould  be  a  ftumbling-block  to  fuch  as 
had  imbibed  fach  notions  of  the  Mefliah.  When,  in- 
ftead of  the  power  of  figns  and  miracles,  which  they 

v/ere 

*   Thaumata  morois. 
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were  extravagantly  demanding,  they  faw  him  cruci- 
fied in  weaknefs,  they  could  not  admit  the  thought 
that  this  was  that  illuftrious  character  of  an  univer- 
fal  king*  They  were  fo  dazzled  with  worldly  glory^ 
and  fo  infenfible  of  their  fpiritu^d  wants,  that  they 
had  no  notions  of  a  fpiritual  Saviour,  and  a  king- 
dom of  grace ;  nor  could  they  fee  how  fuch  prophecies 
were  accompliflied  in  one  that  only  profeffed  to  deli- 
ver from  the  flavery  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  the  wrath 
to  come.  Hence  they  Humbled  at  the  crofs,  as  an 
obftacle  which  they  could  not  get  over.  When  Chrift 
called  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  he  had  crowds  of  fol- 
lowers, who  attended  his  triumphant  procefiion  into 
Jerufalem  as  a  mighty  conqueror  :  and  when  he  had 
fed  fo  many  thouiands  with  a  few  loaves,  they  were 
about  forcibly  to  make  him  king ;  for  they  knew 
that  one  who  could  raife  his  foldiers  to  life  after  they 
had  been  killed,  and  fupport  an  army  with  fo  little 
provifions,  could  eafily  conquer  the  world,  and  ref- 
cue  them  from  the  power  of  the  Romans.  But  when 
they  faw  him  feized  by  his  enemies  without  making 
rcfiftance,  or  working  a  miracle  for  his  own  defence, 
they  immediately  abandoned  him  ;  and  the  hofannas 
of  the  multitude  were  turned  into  another  kind  of 
cry,  Crucify  him^  crucify  him.  And  when  they  faw  him 
hanging  helplefs  and  dying  upon  the  crofs,  it  was  de- 
monftration  to  them  that  he  was  an  impoftor.  It  was 
this  that  rendered  the  preaching  of  Chrift  by  his  apo- 
ftles  fo  unpopular  among  the  Jews  :  It  feemed  to 
them  like  a  panegyric  upon  an  infamous  malefaftor : 
and  they  thought  it  an  infult  to  their  nation  to  have 
fuch  a  one  propofed  to  them  as  their  Meffiah.  Thus 
Chrift  crucified  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block. 
As  to  the  Greeks,  who  were  a  learned  philoiophical 
people,  it  feemed  to  them  the  wildeft  folly  to  wor- 
fiiip  one  as  a  God  who  had  been  crucified  as  a  male- 
factor ;  and  to  truft  in  one  for  lalvation  who  had 
not  faved  himfeif.  Their  Jupiter  had  his  thunder, 
and  according  to  their  tradition^  had  crulhed  the  for- 

midabie 
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midable  rebellion  of  the  giants  againft  heaven  :  their 
Bacchus  had  avenged  himfelf  upon  the  defpifers  of  his 
worfhip ;  and  the  whole  rabble  of  their  deities  had 
done  fome  god-like  exploit,  if  the  fables  of  their  po- 
ets were  true :  and  would  they  abandon  fuch  gods> 
and  receive  in  their  ftead  a  defpifed  Nazarene,  who 
had  been  executed  as  the  vileft  criminal  by  his  own 
nation  ?  Would  they  give  up  all  their  boafted  wifdom 
and  learning,  and  become  the  humbleft  difciples  of  the 
crofs,  and  receive  for  their  teachers  a  company  of  illi- 
terate fifliermen,  and  a  tent-maker  from  the  defpifed 
nation  of  the  Jews,  whom  they  held  in  the  utmoft 
contempt  for  their  ignorance,  bigotry,  and  fuperfti- 
tion  ?  No,  the  pride  of  their  underilandings  could 
not  bear  fuch  a  mortification.  If  their  curiofity  led 
them  to  be  St.  PauPs  hearers,  they  expefted  to  be  en- 
tertained with  a  flourifli  of  words,  and  fine  philofo- 
phic  reafoning ;  and  when  they  found  themfelves 
difappointed,  they  pronounced  him  a  babbler  (Acts 
xvii.  18.  )  and  his  preaching  foolilhnefs. — Corinth, 
to  which  this  epiftle  was  fent  by  St.  Paul,  was  a  no- 
ted city  among  the  Greeks ;  and  therefore,  what  he 
fays  upon  this  head  was  peculiarly  pertinent  and  well 
applied. 

The  prejudices  of  the  Jews  and  Greeks  in  this  re- 
fpecl  outlived  the  apoftolic  age,  as  vre  learn  from 
the  writings  of  the  primitive  fathers  of  the  chriftian 
church,  who  lived  among  them,  and  were  converfant 
with  them.  Trypho  the  Jew,  in  a  dialogue  w^ith  Ju- 
ftin  Martyr,  about  an  hundred  years  aner  St.  Paul 
wrote  this  epiftle,  charges  it  upon  the  chriftian  s  a3  the 
greateft  abfurdity  and  impiety,  that  they  placed  their 
hopes  in  a  crucified  man.  Juftin,  after  long  reafon- 
ing, conftrains  him  at  length  to  make  fundry  concef- 
fions,  as,  that  the  prophecies  which  he  had  mentioned 
did  really  refer  to  the  Meffiah  ;  and  that,  according 
to  thefe  prophecies,  the  Mefliah  was  to  fuffer.  '  But 
(fays  the  Jew)  that  Chrift  fihould  be  fo  ignominioufly 
crucified ;  that  he  flioiild  die  a  death  which  the  law 

prorvO\3iV\Q.^% 
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pronounces  accurfed,  this  we  cannot  but  doubt ;  this 
I  yet  find  a  very  hard  thing  to  believe :  and  therefore 
if  you  have  any  further  evidence  upon  this  head, 
would  willingly  hear  it/  Here  you  fee  the  crofs 
was  a  ftumbling  block,  which  the  Jews  could  not  get 
over  in  a  hundred  years  ;  nay,  they  have  not  got 
over  it  to  this  day,  Laftantius,  about  three  hun- 
dred years  after  Chrift^s  birth,  obferves,  that  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Chrifl;  were  wont  to  be  caft  upon  chriftians 
as  a  reproach  :  it  was  thought  a  ftrange  and  fcanda- 
lous  thing  that  they  Ihould  worfliip  a  man  ;  a  man 
that  has  been  crucified,  and  put  to  the  moft  infamous 
and  tormenting  death  by  men.  *  An  heathen,  in  Mi- 
nutius  Foelix,  is  introduced  as  faying,  *  He  who  re- 
prefents  a  man  puniilied  for  his  crimes  with  the  fever- 
eft  punifhment,  and  the  favage  wpod  of  the  crofs,  as 
the  objeft  of  their  worfliip,  and  a  ceremony  of  their 
religion,  afcribes  a  very  proper  altar  to  fuch  aban- 
doned and  wicked  creatures,  that  they  may  v/orlhip 
that  which  they  deferve  to  hang  upon.*  f  And  re- 
fcring  to  the  many  barbarous  perfecutions  they  then 
groaned  under,  he  jeers  them  ;  '  See  here,*  fays  he, 
*  are  threatenings  for  you,  punifliments,  torture  and 
croffes,  not  to  be  adored,  but  endured.*  \  '  The 
calumniating  Greeks,*  fays  Athanafius,  '  ridicule  us, 
and  fet  up  a  broad  laugh  at  us,  becaufe  we  regard 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  crofs  of  Chrift.* 

Thus,  you  fee,  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs  was,  of  all 
other  things,  the  moft  unpopular  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  and  the  moft  difagreeable  to  their  tafte.  A 
man  could  not  expect  to  fliine,  or  cut  a  figure  as  a 

man 

*  —  Paffionem  quae  velut  opprobrium  nobis  objeftari  folct  : 
quod  &  hominem,  &  ab  hominibus  infigni  fupplicio  affeftum  & 
cxcruciatum  colamus —  De  ver.  Sap.  L.  IV.  c.  16. 

+  Qui  hominem  fummo  fupplicio  pro  facinore  punitum,  & 
crucis  ligna  feralia  corum  Ceremonias  fabulatur,  congruentia 
perditis  fcelcratifquc  tribuit  altaria,  ut  id  colant  quod  mcren* 
tur.     P.  9. 

%  Ecce  vobis  minac,  fupplicia,  tormcnta,  etiam  non  adoran- 
n4«",  fed  fubeundac  cruccs.  P,  ii« 
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man  of  fcnfe  and  learning,  by  making  this  the  fubjedl 
of  his  difcourfcs.  But  will  Paul  give  it  up,  and  dif- 
play  his  talents  upon  fome  more  acceptable  theme  ? 
This,  as  a  fine  fcholar,  he  was  very  capable  of  j  but 
he  abhors  the  thought. 

*  Let  the  Jews  and  Greeks  defire  what  they  pleafe ; 
we./  fays  he, '  will  not  humour  them,  nor  gratify  their 
tafte :  however  they  take  it,  we  will  preach  Chrift 
:rucified ;  though  to  the  Jews  he  fliould  prove  a 
ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliftinefs.'  And 
there  are  fome  that  rclifli  this  humble  doftrine.  To 
them  that  believe,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  whether 
learned  or  unlearned,  whether  educated  in  the  Jewifli 
or  Pagan  religion,  however  different  their  prejudices, 
or  their  natural  taftes,  to  all  that  believe,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  differences,  Chrifl:,  that  is,  Chriji  cruci* 
Jied^  is  the  power  of  God  and  the  wifdom  of  God.  The 
wifdom  and  power  of  God  are  not  the  only  perfec- 
tions that  fhine  ill  this  method  of  falvation  by  the 
crofs  ;  but  the  apoftle  particularly  mentions  thefe,  as 
direftly  anfwering  to  the  refpeftive  demands  of  Jews 
and  Greeks.  If  the  Jew  dcfires  the  fign  of  power  in 
v/orking  miracles,  the  believer  fees  in  Chrifl  crucified 
a  power  fuperior  to  all  the  powers  of  miracles.  If  the 
Greek  feeks  after  wifdom,  here,  in  a  crucified  Chrifl, 
the  wifdom  of  God  fliines  in  the  highefl  perfeclioij. 
Whatever  fign  or  wifdom  the  Jew  or  Greek  defires 
and  feeks  after,  the  believer  finds  more  than  an  equi- 
valent in  the  crofs.  This  is  the  greatefl  miracle  of 
power,  the  greatefl  myflery  of  wifdom  in  all  the 
world. 

The  prejudices  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  not 
only  confined  to  the  early  ages  of  Chriliianity ;  the 
fame  depraved  tafle,  the  fame  contempt  of  the  humble 
doftrines  of  the  crofs  may  be  found  among  us,  though 
profefTed  Chriflians  :  fome  refemble  the  Jews,  who 
were  perpetually  demanding  figns :  they  affeft  vifions 
and  impulfes,  and  all  the  reveries  of  enthufiafm,  in- 
flead  of  the  preachings  of  Chrifl  crucified.  Others, 
Vol.  II.  ^        P  lik 
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.like  the  Greeks,  through  an  affeftation  of  florid  ha- 
rangues,  moral  difcourfes,  and  a  parade  of  learning 
and  philofophy,  naufeate  this  fort  of  preaching,  and 
count  it  fooliihnefs.  It  is  therefore  high  time  for  the 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  to  ftand  up  as  advocates  for 
the  crofs,  and  with  a  pious  obftinacy  to  adhere  to  this 
fubjecl,  whatever  contempt  and  ridicule  it  may  ex- 
pofe  them  to.  For  my  part,  I  know  not  what  I  have 
to  do,  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  but  to  preach  Chrift 
crucified.  I  would  make  him  the  fubftance,  the  cen- 
ter, the  end  of  all  my  miniftrations.  And  if  we^  or 
an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  unto  you  any  other  gofpel — 
you  know  his  doom — let  him  be  accurfed.  Gal.  i.  9. 

We  are  to  confider  the  apoftles  as  fent  out  into  the 
v/orld  to  reform  and  fave  the  corrupt  and  perilhing 
fons  of  men,  and  the  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified  as 
the  mean  they  ufed  for  this  important  end.  This  is 
the  formal  view  the  apoftle  had  of  preaching  Chrift 
in  this  place,  viz.  as  a  mean  found  out  by  the  wifdom 
of  God  to  fave  them  that  believe,  after  that  all  the 
wifdom  of  the  world  had  tried  in  vain  to  find  out  a 
method  for  this  end.  This  is  evident  from  ver.  2 1 . 
After  that  the  world  by  all  its  wifdom  knew  not  God,  it 
pleafed  God^  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching  ;  that  is,  by 
the  preaching  a  crucified  Saviour,  which  the  world 
counts  foolifhnefs,  to  fave  them  that  believe.  This  is 
the  excellency  of  this  preaching,  this  is  the  reafon 
why  the  apoftle  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  any 
motive  to  defert  it,  that  it  is  the  only  mean  of  falva- 
tion  :  and  it  is  in  4his  view  I  now  intend  to  confider 
it.  And  if  your  everlafting  falvation  be  of  any  im- 
portance to  you,  certainly  this  fubjeft  demands  your 
moft  ferious  attention. 

I  have  been  the  longer  in  explaining  the  context, 
becaufe  it  is  fo  clofely  connefted  with  the  fubjeft  I 
have  in  view,  and  reflects  light  upon  it.  Andl  fliall 
only  add,  that  preaching  Chrift  crucified  is  the  fame 
thing  as  preaching  falvation  through  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift.  His  fuflcrings  were  of  long  continuance,  even 
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from  his  conception  to  his  rcfurreclion  ;  and  they 
were  of  various  kinds,  poverty,  wearinefs  and  labour, 
hunger  and  thirft,  contempt  and  reproach,  bufFctting, 
fcourging  and  a  thorny  crown.  But  there  are  tv/o 
words,  which  by  a  fynccdoche  are  often  ufed  in  fcrip- 
ture  to  fignify  all  his  fufibrings  of  every  kind,  from 
firft  to  laft  ;  viz.  his  blood  and  his  crofe.  And  the 
reafon  is,  the  Ihedding  of  his  blood,  and  the  death 
of  the  crofs,  were  the  worft  kind  and  highcft  degree 
of  his  fufferings.  In  his  crucifixion  all  his  other  fuf- 
ferings  were  united  and  centered :  this  was  a  complete 
fummary  and  confummation  of  them  ail ;  and  t Jierc- 
fore,  they  are  frequently  included  under  tliis.  In  this 
latitude  I  fliall  ufe  the  word  in  this  dircourlc  ;  wliich 
I  hope  you  vv^ill  take  notice  of,  that  no  part  of  the 
meaning  may  efcape  you. 

Our  inquiry  fliall  be, 

What  are  the  reafons  that  the  preaching  of  Clirift 
crucified  is,  above  all  others,  the  beft,  and  the  only 
efFeclual  mean  for  the  falvation  of  finners  ? 

Thefe  reafons  may  be  reduced  under  two  general 
heads ;  namely.  That  through  tlic  crucifixion  of 
Chrift,  and  through  that  only,  a  way  is  really  opened 
for  the  falvation  of  linners  ;  and  that  the  preaching 
of  Chrift  crucified  m.akes  fuch  a  dlfcovery  of  things, 
as  has  the  moft  direct  tendency  to  bring  them  to  re- 
pentance, and  produce  in  them  that  temper  which  is 
neceffary  to  falvation.  Or,  in  other  words,  in  this 
way  falvation  is  provided,  and  finners  are  m.ade  fit  to 
enjoy  it ;  both  v/hich  are  abfolutely  ncceflary.  Our 
world  is  deeply  and  univcrfally  funk  in  fin.  Men 
have  caft  contempt  upon  the  divine  government, 
broken  the  divine  lav/,  and  fo  incurred  its  penalty  ; 
they  have  forfeited  the  favour  of  God.  and  rendered 
themxfclves  liable  to  his  difpleafure.  Had  mankind  con- 
tinued innocent,  there  would  have  been  no  difliculty  in 
their  cafe.  It  would  be  very  plain  what  vv  ould  be  fit  for 
the  divine  government  to  do  with  dutiful  fubjccis. 
But;  alas !  rebellion  againft  God  has  made  its  entrance 
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ir.tv^  v^ur  world ;  and  all  its  inliabitanis  are  up  in  arms 
:•::..:::::  Heaven.    This  has  thrown  all  into  confufion, 
Ar.vi  rjr.dcredit  a  perplexing  cafe  what  to  do  with  them. 
Tr.  v^r.e  view,  indeed,  the  cafe  is  plain,  viz.  that  proper 
pv.r.:ihments  Ihould  be  executed  upon  them.     This 
would  appear  evidently  juft  to  the  whole  univerfe,and 
ivo  oViectiv^n  could  be  made  againft  it,  though  thecri- 
niin.ils  themfelves,  who  are  parties,  and  therefore  not 
xi:  iudires,  midit  murmur  arainft  it  as  unmerciful  and 
ievcre.    But  the  dilliculty  is,  how  fuch  rebels  may  not 
only  be  delivered  from  the  punifhments  they  dcferve, 
but  made  happy  for  ever  ?  If  they  cannot  be  faved  in 
a  way  that  difplays  the  perfcdions  of  God,  and  does 
hoi\c^ur  lo  liis  government ;  a  way  in  w^hich  fin  will 
ir.i'c:  Vv  i:h  nv>  encouragement,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
:ir.  cf.Vaual  warning  will  be  given  againll  it ;  a  w^ay 
z\\  which  depraved  creatures  may  be  fanctified,  and 
ir.adc  i:r  for  the  pure  blifs  of  heaven  ;  I  fay,  if  they 
canPA^t  be  favcd  in  fuch  a  way  as  this,  they  cannot  be 
faved  at  all :  tlicir  falvation  is  quite  impoilible ;  for 
each  of  thefc  particulars  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  it 
cannot  be  diipenfed  with.     God  is  the  bcft  and  moft 
glorious  Being  in  himfelf  ;  and  it  is  lit  he  fhould  do 
iufticc  to  his  own  pcrfcc"tions,  and  exhibit  them  in 
the  moft   Godlike  and  vrlorious  manner  to  his  crea^ 
turcs  ;  to  do  oiherwifo  would  bo  to  wrong  him.felf, 
to  obfcuro  the  bri.rliteU  glory,  and  dilhonour  the 
liighcft  excellency.     This  iliercforc  cannot  be  done  : 
men  and  an-^els  nuift  be  h.:inn-    in  a  wav  conlillent 
with  his  glory,  otherwile  they  inufr  pcriih ;  for  the 
difplay  ol:  his  i;lorv  is  a  in'c::tcr  irooJ,  and  a  m*atter  of 
more  inrixriancc  than  the  hnppineis  of  the  whole  cre- 
ation.   God  i.i  alfo  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world. 
uVnd  his  government  over  our  world  is  a  govern* 
ment  over  a  country  of  rebels  :  and  that  is  a  tender 
point,  and  rcav.:rco  a  iiulicious  iiianar:cn:cnt.  An  er- 
ror  in  government  in  llich  a  cafe  may  have  the  moft 
fatal  coufcqucnccc,  both  ab  to  tl.c  ruler  imd  his  liib- 
jccts,  in  alJ  parts  of  his  diir.iiiici::-.     A  rrivatc  Dcrfon 
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may,  if  he  pleafes,  give  up  his  rights,  may  pardon  of-* 
fenders,  and  conceal  his  juftice,  and  other  qualities 
for  government ;  but  a  ruler  is  not  at  liberty  in  this 
cafe.     He  muft  maintain  his  character,  make  known 
his  capacity  for  government,  and  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  law :  otherwife,  all  might  rulli  into  confufion 
and  lawlefs  violence.  If  the  ruler  of  a  fmall  kingdom 
on  our  little  globe  fliould  fail  to  difcover  his  juftice ; 
if  he  fliould  pardon  criminals,  and  admit  them  into 
favour,  and  into  pofts  of  honour  and  profit,  without 
giving  proper  expreflions  of  his  difpleafure  againft 
their  conduct,  and  a  ftriking  v/arning  againft  all  dif- 
obedience,  how  fatal  would  be  the  confequences  ? 
how  foon  would  fuch  a  ruler  fall  into  contempt,  and 
his  government  be  unhinged  !  And  how  foon  would 
his  kingdom  become  afcene  of  confufion  and  violence! 
Criminals  might  like  fuch  an  adminiftration :  but,  I 
appeal  to  yourfelves,  would  you  choofe  to  live  under 
it  ?  NoWj  how  much  more  terrible  and  extenfively 
mifchievous  would  be  the  confequences,  if  the  uni- 
verfal  Ruler  of  men  and  angels,  and  of  more  worlds 
than  we  have  heard  the  fame  of,  ftiould  exercife  fuch 
a  government  over  our  rebellious  world  ?  It  would  be 
reproachful  to  himfelf ;  and  it  would  be  moft  injuri- 
ous to  his  fubjects  :  in  fliort,  it  might  throw  heaven 
and  earth,  and  unknown  regions  of  the  univerfe,  into 
coufiifion.f     lie  muft  therefore  difplay  his  own  rec- 
toral  virtues  ;  he  muft  m.aintain  the  honour  of  his  go- 
vernment, he  muft  fliew  his  difpleafure  againft  difo- 
bedience,  and  deter  his  fubjects  from  it ;  I  fay,  he 
muft  do  thefe  things  in  fa\dng  the  finncrs  of  Adam's 
race,  or  he  cannot  fave  them  at  all.     Should  he  fave 
them  upon  other  terms,  it  would  reflect  diflionour 
upon  himfelf  and  adminiftration  ;  and  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  always 
the  end  of  a  wife  ruler  >  for  the  favour  thus  injudici- 
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into  our  world ;  and  all  its  inhabitants  are  up  in  arms 
againft  Heaven.    This  has  thrown  all  into  confufion, 
and  rendered  it  a  perplexing  cafe  what  to  do  with  them. 
In  one  view,  indeed,  the  cafe  is  plain,  viz.  that  proper 
punifliments  fhould  be  executed  upon  them.     This 
would  appear  evidently  juft  to  the  whole  univerfc,and 
no  objection  could  be  made  againft  it,  though  the  cri- 
minals themfelves,  who  are  parties,  and  therefore  not 
fit  judges,  might  murmur  againft  it  as  unmerciful  and 
fevere.   JBut  the  difficulty  is,  how  fuch  rebels  may  not 
only  be  delivered  from  the  punifliments  they  deferve, 
but  made  happy  for  ever  ?  If  they  cannot  be  faved  in 
a  way  that  difplays  the  perfections  of  God,  and  does 
honour  to  his  government ;  a  way  in  which  fin  will 
meet  with  no  encouragement,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  effeftual  warning  will  be  given  againft  it ;  a  way 
in  which  depraved  creatures  may  be  fanctified,  and 
made  fit  for  the  pure  blifs  of  heaven  ;  I  fay,  if  they 
cannot  be  faved  in  fuch  a  way  as  this,  they  cannot  be 
faved  at  all :  their  falvation  is  quite  impoffible ;  for 
each  of  thefe  particulars  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  it 
cannot  be  dilpenfcd  with.     God  is  the  beft  and  moft 
glorious  Being  in  himfelf ;  and  it  is  fit  he  fliould  do 
juftice  to  his  own  perfections,  and  exhibit  them  in 
the  moft  GodUke  and  glorious  manner  to  his  crea- 
tures ;  to  do  otherwife  would  be  to  wrong  himfelf^ 
to  obfcure  the  brighteft  glory,  and  diflionour  the 
higheft  excellency.     This  therefore  cannot  be  done  : 
men  and  angels  muft  be  happy,  in  a  way  confiflent 
with  his  glory,  otherwdfe  they  muft  perifli ;  for  the 
difplay  of  his  glory  is  a  greater  good,  and  a  matter  of 
more  importance  than  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  cre- 
ation.   God  is  alfo  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world. 
And  his  government  over  our  world  is  a  govern- 
ment over  a  country  of  rebels  :  and  that  is  a  tender 
point,  and  requires  a  judicious  management.  An  er- 
ror in  government  in  fuch  a  cafe  may  have  the  moft: 
fatal  confequcnccs,  both  as  to  the  ruler  and  his  fiib- 
jects,  in  all  parts  of  his  diminions.     A  private  perfon 
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may,  if  he  pleafes,  give  up  his  rights,  may  pardon  of-* 
fenders,  and  conceal  his  juftice,  and  other  qualities 
for  government ;  but  a  ruler  is  not  at  liberty  in  this 
cafe.     He  muft  maintain  his  char  after,  make  known 
his  capacity  for  government,  and  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  law :  otherwife,  all  might  ruiii  into  confufion 
and  lawlefs  violence.  If  the  ruler  of  a  fmall  kingdom 
on  our  little  globe  fliould  fail  to  difcover  his  juftice  ; 
if  he  fliould  pardon  criminals,  and  admit  them  into 
favour,  and  into  pofts  of  honour  and  profit,  without 
giving  proper  expreflions  of  his  difpleafure  againft 
their  conduct,  and  a  ftriking  v/arning  againft  all  dif- 
obedience,  how  fatal  would  be  the  confequences  ? 
how  foon  would  fuch  a  ruler  fall  into  contempt,  and 
his  government  be  unhinged !  And  how  foon  would 
his  kingdom  become  afcene  of  confufion  and  violence! 
Criminals  might  like  fuch  an  adminiftration :  but,  I 
appeal  to  yourfelves,  would  you  choofe  to  live  under 
it  ?  Nov/j  how  much  more  terrible  and  extenfively 
mifchievous  would  be  the  confequences,  if  the  uni- 
verfal  Ruler  of  men  and  angels,  and  of  more  worlds 
than  we  have  heard  the  fame  of,  Ihould  exercife  fuch 
a  government  over  our  rebellious  world  ?  It  would  be 
reproachful  to  himfelf ;  and  it  would  be  moft  injuri- 
ous to  his  fubjects  :  in  fliort,  it  might  throw  heaven 
and  earth,  and  unknown  regions  of  the  univerfe,  into 
coufufion.f     He  muft  therefore  difplay  his  own  rec- 
toral  virtues  ;  he  muft  m.aintain  the  honour  of  his  go- 
vernment, he  muft  {hew  his  diipleafure  againft  difo- 
bediencc,  and  deter  his  fubjects  from  it ;  I  fay,  he 
muft  do  thefe  things  in  fa\dng  the  finners  of  Adam's 
race,  or  he  cannot  fave  them  at  all.     Should  he  fave 
them  upon  other  terms,  it  would  reflect  diflionour 
upon  himfelf  and  adminiftration ;  and  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  always 
the  end  of  a  wife  ruler  j  for  the  favour  thus  injudici- 
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into  our  world ;  and  all  its  inhabitants  are  up  in  arms 
againft  Heaven.    This  has  thrown  all  into  confufion, 
and  rendered  it  a  perplexing  cafe  what  to  do  with  them. 
In  one  view,  indeed,  the  cafe  is  plain,  viz.  that  proper 
punifliments  fhould  be  executed  upon  them.     This 
would  appear  evidently  juft  to  the  whole  univerfe,and 
no  objeftion  could  be  made  againft  it,  though  the  cri- 
minals themfelves,  who  are  parties,  and  therefore  not 
fit  judges,  might  murmur  againft  it  as  unmerciful  and 
fevere.   JBut  the  difficulty  is,  how  fuch  rebels  may  not 
only  be  delivered  from  the  punifliments  they  deferve, 
but  made  happy  for  ever  ?  If  they  cannot  be  faved  in 
a  way  that  difplays  the  perfections  of  God,  and  does 
honour  to  his  government ;  a  way  in  which  fin  will 
meet  with  no  encouragement,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  effeftual  warning  will  be  given  againft  it ;  a  way 
in  which  depraved  creatures  may  be  fanctified,  and 
made  fit  for  the  pure  blifs  of  heaven  ;  I  fay,  if  they 
cannot  be  faved  in  fuch  a  way  as  this,  they  cannot  be 
faved  at  all :  their  falvation  is  quite  impoffible ;  for 
each  of  thefe  particulars  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  it 
cannot  be  difpenfcd  with.     God  is  the  beft  and  moft 
glorious  Being  in  himfelf ;  and  it  is  fit  he  fliould  do 
juftice  to  his  own  perfeftions,  and  exhibit  them  in 
the  moft  Godfike  and  glorious  manner  to  his  crea- 
tures ;  to  do  otherwife  would  be  to  wrong  himfelf^ 
to  obfcure  the  brighteft  glory,  and  diflionour  the 
higheft  excellency.     This  therefore  cannot  be  done  : 
men  and  angels  muft  be  happy,  in  a  way  confiflent 
with  his  glory,  otherwife  they  muft  perifli ;  for  the 
difplay  of  his  glory  is  a  greater  good,  and  a  matter  of 
more  importance  than  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  cre- 
ation.   God  is  alfo  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world. 
And  his  government  over  our  world  is  a  govern* 
ment  over  a  country  of  rebels  :  and  that  is  a  tender 
point,  and  requires  a  judicious  management.  An  er- 
ror in  government  in  fuch  a  cafe  may  have  the  moft: 
fatal  confequcnccs,  both  as  to  the  ruler  and  his  fub- 
jeds,  in  all  parts  of  his  diminions.     A  private  pcrfon 
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may,  if  he  pleafes,  give  up  his  rights,  may  pardon  of- 
fenders, and  conceal  his  juftice,  and  other  qualities 
for  government ;  but  a  ruler  is  not  at  liberty  in  this 
cafe.     He  muft  maintain  his  charafter,  make  known 
his  capacity  for  government,  and  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  law :  otherwife,  all  might  rulli  into  confufion 
and  lawlefs  violence.  If  the  ruler  of  a  fmall  kingdom 
on  our  little  globe  fliould  fail  to  difcover  his  juftice ; 
if  he  fliould  pardon  criminals,  and  admit  them  into 
favour,  and  into  pofts  of  honour  and  profit,  without 
giving  proper  expreflions  of  his  difpleafure  againft 
their  conduct,  and  a  ftriking  warning  againft  all  dif- 
obedience,  how  fatal  would  be  the  confequences  ? 
how  foon  would  fuch  a  ruler  fall  into  contempt,  and 
his  government  be  unhinged  !  And  how  foon  would 
his  kingdom  become  afcene  of  confufion  and  violence! 
Criminals  might  like  fuch  an  adminiftration :  but,  I 
appeal  to  yourfelves,  would  you  choofe  to  live  under 
it  ?  NoWj  how  much  more  terrible  and  extenfively 
mifchievous  would  be  the  confequences,  if  the  uni- 
verfal  Ruler  of  men  and  angels,  and  of  more  worlds 
than  we  have  heard  the  fame  of,  Ihould  exercife  fuch 
a  government  over  our  rebellious  world  ?  It  would  be 
reproachful  to  himfelf ;  and  it  would  be  moft  injuri- 
ous to  his  fubjecis  :  in  fliort,  it  might  throw  heaven 
and  earth,  and  unknown  regions  of  the  univerfe,  into 
coufufion.f     lie  muft  therefore  difplay  his  own  rec- 
toral  virtues  ;  he  muft  m.aiiitain  the  honour  of  his  go- 
vernment, he  m.uft  (liew  liis  difpleafure  againft  difo- 
bediencc,  and  deter  his  fubjecls  from  it ;  I  fay,  he 
muft  do  thefe  things  in  fa\dng  the  finncrs  of  Adam's 
race,  or  he  cannot  fave  them  at  all.     Should  he  fave 
them  upon  other  terms,  it  would  rcflcil  diflionour 
upon  himfelf  and  adminiftration  ;  and  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  always 
the  end  of  a  wife  ruler  >  for  the  favour  thus  injudici- 

oufly 
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into  our  world ;  and  all  its  inhabitants^ are  up  in  arms 
againft  Heaven.  This  has  thrown  all  into  confufion, 
and  rendered  it  a  perplexing  cafe  what  to  do  with  them. 
In  one  view,  indeed,  the  cafe  is  plain,  viz.  that  proper 
punifliments  fhould  be  executed  upon  them.  This 
would  appear  evidently  juft  to  the  whole  univerfe,and 
no  objeftion  could  be  made  againft  it,  though  the  cri- 
minals themfelves,  who  are  parties,  and  therefore  not 
fit  judges,  might  murmur  againft  it  as  unmerciful  and 
fevere.  JBut  the  difficulty  is,  how  fuch  rebels  may  not 
only  be  delivered  from  the  punifliments  they  deferve, 
but  made  happy  for  ever  ?  If  they  cannot  be  faved  in 
a  way  that  difplays  the  perfections  of  God,  and  does 
honour  to  his  government ;  a  way  in  which  fin  will 
meet  with  no  encouragement,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  effeftual  warning  will  be  given  againft  it ;  a  way 
in  which  depraved  creatures  may  be  fanftified,  and 
made  fit  for  the  pure  blifs  of  heaven  ;  I  fay,  if  they 
cannot  be  faved  in  fuch  a  way  as  this,  they  cannot  be 
faved  at  all :  their  falvation  is  quite  impoffible ;  for 
each  of  thefe  particulars  is  of  fuch  importance,  that  it 
cannot  be  dilpenfed  with.  God  is  the  beft  and  moft 
glorious  Being  in  himfelf ;  and  it  is  fit  he  fliould  do 
juftice  to  his  own  perfeftions,  and  exhibit  them  in 
the  moft  Godlike  and  glorious  manner  to  his  crea- 
tures ;  to  do  otherwife  would  be  to  wrong  himfelf, 
to  obfcure  the  brighteft  glory,  and  diflionour  the 
higheft  excellency.  This  therefore  cannot  be  done  : 
men  and  angels  muft  be  happy,  in  a  way  confiflent 
with  his  glory,  otherwife  they  muft  perifli ;  for  the 
difplay  of  his  glory  is  a  s^reater  good,  and  a  matter  of 
more  importance  than  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  cre- 
ation. God  is  alfo  the  moral  Governor  of  the  world. 
And  his  government  over  our  world  is  a  govern- 
ment over  a  country  of  rebels  :  and  that  is  a  tender 
point,  and  reaj^ires  a  judicious  management.  An  er- 
ror in  government  in  fuch  a  cafe  may  have  the  moft 
fatal  confequcnccs,  both  as  to  the  ruler  and  his  fub- 
jecls,  in  all  parts  of  his  diminions.     A  private  perfon 

may 
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may,  if  he  pleafes,  give  up  his  rights,  may  pardon  of-* 
fenders,  and  conceal  his  juftice,  and  other  qualities 
for  government ;  but  a  ruler  is  not  at  liberty  in  this 
cafe.  He  muft  maintain  his  character,  make  known 
his  capacity  for  government,  and  fupport  the  dignity 
of  the  law :  otherwife,  all  might  rulli  into  confufion 
and  lawlefs  violence.  If  the  ruler  of  a  fmall  kingdom 
on  our  little  globe  fliould  fail  to  difcover  his  juftice ; 
if  he  fliould  pardon  criminals,  and  admit  them  into 
favour,  and  into  pofts  of  honour  and  profit,  without 
giving  proper  expreffions  of  his  difpleafure  againft 
their  conduct,  and  a  ftriking  v/arning  againft  all  dif- 
obedience,  how  fatal  would  be  the  confequences  ? 
how  foon  would  fuch  a  ruler  fall  into  contempt,  and 
his  government  be  unhinged  !  And  how  foon  would 
liis  kingdom  become  afcene  of  confufion  and  violence! 
Criminals  might  like  fuch  an  adminiftration  :  but,  I 
appeal  to  yourfelves,  would  you  choofe  to  live  under 
it  ?  Nov/j  how  much  more  terrible  and  extenfively 
mifchievous  would  be  the  confequences,  if  the  uni- 
verfal  Ruler  of  men  and  angels,  and  of  more  worlds 
than  wc  have  heard  the  fiime  of,  Ihould  exercife  fuch 
a  government  over  our  rebellious  world  ?  It  would  be 
reproachful  to  himfelf ;  and  it  would  be  moft  injuri- 
ous to  his  fubjects  ;  in  fliort,  it  might  throw  heaven 
and  earth,  and  unknown  regions  of  the  univerfe,  into 
coufufion.f  He  muft  therefore  difplay  his  own  rec- 
toral  virtues  ;  he  muft  m.iiintain  the  honour  of  his  go- 
vernment, he  muft  lliew  his  difpleafure  againft  difo- 
bediencc,  and  deter  his  ibbjecls  from  it ;  I  fay,  he 
muft  do  thcfe  things  in  fa\dng  the  linncrs  of  Adam's 
race,  or  he  cannot  fave  them  at  all.  Should  he  fave 
them  upon  other  terms,  it  would  rcflcil  diflionour 
upon  himfelf  and  adminiftration  ;  and  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  always 
the  end  of  a  wife  ruler  >  for  the  favour  thus  injudici- 
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oufly  ihewn  to  a  part  of  the  creation  in  our  world, 
might  occadon  a  more  exteniive  mifchief  in  other 
more  important  worlds  ;  and  fo  it  would  be  promo- 
ting a  private  intereft  to  the  detriment  of  the  pub- 
lic, which  is  always  the  charader  of  a  weak  or  wick- 
ed ruler.  Again,  finners  cannot  be  {aved,  until  their 
difpofitions  be  changed,  fo  that  they  can  reliih  and 
delight  in  the  fruition  and  employments  of  the  hea- 
venly ftatc.  Proviiion  therefore  muft  be  made  for 
this  ;  otherwife,  their  falvation  is  impoffible. 

Now  the  way  of  falvation  through  Chrift  crucified, 
mpft  comjdetely  anfwers  thefe  ends  in  the  moft  illuf- 
trious  manner. 

I.  The  falvation  of  finners  in  this  way  gives  the 
brighteft  difplay  of  the  perfe<Etions  of  God,  and  par- 
ticularly of  thofe  that  belong  to  him  as  the  fupreme 
ruler  of  the  rational  world,  and  maintains  the  honour 
*  of  his  government. 

Juftice  and  clemency,  duly  tempered,  and  exercifcd 
with  wifdom,  is  a  fummary  of  thofe  \drtues  that  be- 
long to  a  good  ruler.  Now  thefe  are  moft  illuftriouf- 
ly  difplay ed  in  a  happy  conjunftion  in  Chrift  crucifi- 
ed. Juftice  ftiines  brighter  than  if  every  fin  had  been 
puniftied  upon  offenders,  without  any  mercy ;  and 
mercy  and  clemency  fliine  brighter  than  if  every  fin 
had  been  pardoned,  and  every  finner  made  happy, 
without  any  execution  of  juftice.  Mercy  appears  in 
turning  the  divine  mind  with  fuch  a  ftrong  propenfi- 
ty  upon  the  falvation  of  finners  ;  and  juftice  appears, 
in  that  when  the  heart  of  God  was  fo  much  fet  upon 
it,  yet  he  would  not  fave  them  without  a  complete 
fatisfaftion  to  his  juftice.  Mercy  appears  in  provi- 
ding fuch  a  Saviour ;  and  juftice,  in  infliding  the 
punifliment  due  to  fin  upon  him,  without  abatement, 
though  he  loved  him  more  than  the  whole  univerfe 
of  creatures.  Mercy,  in  transferring  the  guilt  from 
the  finner  upon  the  furety,  and  accepting  a  vicarious 
fatisfaftion :  juftice,  in  exafting  the  fatisfaclion ,  and 
not  palling  by  fin,  v/hen  it  was  but  innputed  to  the 

darling 
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darling  Son  of  God.  Mercy,  in  pardoning  and  faving 
guilty  finners :  juftice,  in  puniihing  their  fin,  Mercy 
in  juftiiying  them,  though  deftitute  of  all  pcrfoni 
merit  and  rightcou&efs  :  jroftice,  in  juftifying  them 
only  and  entirely  on  account  of  the  merit  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift.  Thus  the  righteoufnefs  or  juftice 
of  God  is  declared  not  only  in  the  punifhment,  but 
in  the  remifiion  of  fins,  Rom.  iii.  26.  and  we  are 
juftified  freely  through  his  grace,  and  in  the  mean 
time  by  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift.  (vcr. 
24.)  Mercy  appears  in  providing  a  Saviour  of  fuch 
infinite  dignity :  juftice,  in  refufing  a  fatisfaftion  from 
an  inferior  perfon.  Mercy,  in  forgiving  fin ;  juftice, 
in  forgiving  not  fo  much  as  one  fin  without  a  fuffici- 
cnt  atonement.  Mercy,  rich  free  mercy  towards 
the  finner :  juftice,  ftrift  inexorable  juftice  towards 
the  furety.  In  ftiort,  mercy  and  juftice,  as  it  were, 
walk  hand  in  hand  through  every  ftep  of  this  amaz- 
ing fcheme,  They  are  not  only  glorious  each  of  them 
apart,  but  they  mingle  their  beams,  and  refled  a  glo- 
ry upon  each  other.  By  this  fcheme  of  falvation  by 
the  croft  of  Chrift,  alfo  the  honour  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment is  fecured  and  advanced.  The  clemency 
and  compaflion  of  God  towards  his  rebellious  fub- 
jefts  are  moft  illuftrioufly  difplayed ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  he  takes  care  to  fecure  the  facred  rights  of  his 
government.  Though  innumerable  mmtittides  of 
rebels  are  pardoned,  yet  not  one  of  them  is  pardoned 
until  their  rebellion  i&  puniflied  according  to  its  de- 
merit in  the  perfon  of  the  furety.  The  precept  of 
the  law,  which  they  had  broken,  was  petfeiftly  obey- 
ed ;  the  penalty  which  they  had  incurred  was  fully 
endured,  not  by  themfelves  indeed,  but  by  one  that 
prefented  himf^f  in  their  place:  and  it  is  only  on 
this  footing  they  are  received  into  favour.  So  that 
the  law  is  magnified,  and  made  honourable,  and  the 
rights  of  government  are  preferved  facred  and  invi- 
olable, and  yet  the  prifoners  of  juftice  are  fet  free, 
and  advanced  to  the  higheft  honours  and  blcffcdnefs. 

2.  In 
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-  1.  In  this  way  of  falvation  God's  hatred  to  fin  is 
difcoVercd  in  the  moft  ftriking  light ;  the  evil  of  fin 
is  expofed  in  the  moft  dreadfiil  colours ;  and  fo  an 
effedual  warning  is  given  to  all  worlds  to  deter  them 
from  it.  Now  it  appears  that  fuch  is  the  divine  ha- 
tred againft  all  fin,  that  God  can  by  no  means  con- 
nive at  it,  or  fuflfer  it  to  pafs  without  punifliment ; 
and  that  all  the  infinite  benevolence  of  his  nature  to- 
wards his  creatures  cannot  prevail  upon  him  to  par- 
don the  leaft  fin  without  an  adequate  fatisfaclion. 
Nay,  now  it  appears,  that  when  fo  malignant  and 
abominable  a  thing  is  but  imputed  to  his  dear  Son, 
his  co-equal,  his  darling,  his  favourite,  even  he  could 
not  efcape  unpuniflied,  but  was  made  a  monument 
of  vindictive  juftice  to  all  worlds.  And  what  can 
more  ftrongly  expofe  the  evil  of  fin  ?  It  is  fuch  an 
intolerably  malignant  and  abominable  thing,  that 
even  a  God  of  infinite  mercy  and  grace  cannot  let 
the  leaft  inftance  of  it  pafs  unpuniflied.  It  was  not  a 
fmall  thing  that  could  arm  his  juftice  againft  the  Son 
of  his  love.  But  when  he  was  but  made  fin  for  us, 
and  was  perfectly  innocent  in  himfelf,  God  fpared 
not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  unto  death, 
the  fliameful,  tormenting,  and  accurfed  death  of  the 
crofs.  Go,  ye  fools,  that  make  a  mock  at  fin,  go  and 
learn  its  malignity  and  demerit  at  the  crofs  of  Jefus. 
Who  is  it  that  hangs  there  writhing  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  his  hands  and  feet  pierced  with  nails,  his 
fide  with  a  fpear,  his  face  bruifed  with  blows,  and 
drenched  with  tears  and  blood,  his  heart  melting 
like  wax,  his  whole  frame  racked  and  disjointed  ; 
forfaken  by  his  friends,  and  even  by  his  Father ; 
tempted  by  devils,  and  infulted  by  men  ?  Who  is 
this  amazing  fpeclacle  of  woe  and  torture  ?  It  is  Jefus, 
the  eternal  word  of  God  ;  the  man  that  is  his  fellow; 
his  elect,  in  whom  his  foul  delischteth  !  his  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed.  And  what  has  he 
done  ?  He  did  no  wickednefs  ;  he  knew  no  fin  ;  but 
was  holy,  hiirmicfs,  undefiled,  and  lep?.rate  from  fin- 

ners. 
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ners.  And  whence  then  all  thefe  dreadful  fufFeringa 
from  heaven,  earth,  and  hell  ?  Why,  he  only  ftood 
in  the  law-place  of  finners  ;  he  only  received  their 
fin  by  imputation.  And  you  fee  what  it  has  brought 
upon  him  !  you  fee  how  low  it  has  reduced  him  !  and 
what  an  horrid  evil  muft  that  be,  which  has  fuch 
tremendous  confequences,  even  upon  the  darling  of 
Heaven  !  O !  what  ftill  more  dreadful  havock  would 
it  have  made,  if  it  had  been  puniftied  upon  the  fin- 
ner  himfelf  in  his  own  perfon  ?  Surely,  all  the  vari- 
ous miferies  which  have  been  inflifted  upon  our  guil- 
ty world  in  all  ages,  and  even  all  the  punifhments  of 
hell,  do  not  fo  loudly  proclaim  the  terrible  defert  and 
malignity  of  fin  as  the  crofs  of  Chrifl: !  And  hence 
it  follows,  that  in  this  way  of  falvation  the  mofl:  fef- 
feclual  warning  is  given  to  the  whole  univerfe,  to 
deter  them  from  difobedience.  Rebels  are  pardon- 
ed, and  made  happy,  without  making  a  bad  prece- 
dent, or  giving  any  encouragement  to  others  to  re- 
peat the  tranfgreflion.  And  this  was  the  tender  and 
critical  point.  If  rebels  can  be  pardoned  without 
reflefting  dilhonour  upon  the  government  and  do- 
ing injury  to  the  fociety,  it  is  well :  but  how  this  fhall 
be  done,  is  the  difficulty.  But  by  the  ftrange  expe- 
dient of  a  crucified  Saviour  all  the  difficulty  is  re- 
moved. Sinners  can  no  more  prefume  upon  fin, 
with  a  pretence  that  the  fupreme  Ruler  has  no  great 
indignation  againfl:  it,  or  that  there  is  no  great  evil 
in  it ;  for,  as  I  obferved,  his  hatred  to  fin,  and  the 
infinite  malignity  of  it  appear  no  where  in  fo  fl:riking 
and  awful  a  light  as  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  Let  a 
reafonable  creature  take  but  one  ferious  view  of  that, 
and  fure  he  mufl:  ever  after  tremble  at  the  thought 
of  the  leaft  fin.  Again,  though  finners  are  pardoned 
in  this  way,  yet  no  encouragement  is  given  to  the 
various  territories  of  the  divine  dominions  to  flatter 
themfelves  that  they  alfo  will  be  forgiven  in  cafe  they 
fliould  imitate  the  race  of  man  in  their  rebellion. 
There  is  but  one  inftance  that  we  know  of  in  the 
Vol..  n.  O  whole 
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whole  univerfe  of  the  forgivehefs  of  fin,  and  the  ret 
toration  of  rebeJs  ifito  favour,  and  we  are  fo  happy 
as  to  find  that  only  inftance  in  dur  guilty  world. 
But  what  a  ftrahge  revolution  has  been  brought  a* 
bout !  what  amazing  miracles  have  been  wrought 
in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  it !  The  eternal  bdn 
of  God  thuft  become  a  man,  iand  dip  the  death  of  a 
crimind  and  a  ilave  upon  the  trofe.  The  very  firft 
efibrt  of  pardoning  grace  Went  thus  far  ;  and  is  it 
poflible  it  fliould  go  any  farther  ?  or  is  there  reafon 
to  hope  that  fuch  a  miracle  Ihould  ofbeli  be  repeated? 
that  the  Son  of  God  fhould  hang  upon  a  croU  as  of- 
ten as  any  race  of  creatures  may  fall  into  fin?  Such 
hopes  receive  a  da'm^  from  the  cafe  of  the  apdftatc 
angels,  for  whom  he  refufed  to  die  and  ajTume  the 
office  of  a  Saviour,  Or  is  there  any  other  being  that 
can  perform  that  talk  for  fome  other  kingdom  oF 
rebels  which  Chrift  has  difcharged  for  the  fons  oF 
men  ?  No  ;  he  only  is  equal  to  it ;  and  none  elfe  has 
fufficient  dignity,  power,  or  love.  This  therefore 
muft  ftrike  a  terror  into  all  worlds  at  the  thought  of 
fin,  and  leave  them  no  umbrage  to  prefume  they  fhaH 
efcape  punifhment,  when  they  obferve  that  the  re- 
deemed from  among  men  could  not  be  faved  but  at 
fo  prodigious  an  expence,  and  that  the  fallen  angels 
are  fuffered  to  perilh  without  any  falvation  provided 
for  them  at  all. 

3.  In  this  way  provifion  is  made  for  the  fanftifica- 
tion  of  finners,  that  they  may  be  fit  for  the  fruitions 
and  employments  of  the  heavenly  ftate.  Their  tafte 
is  fo  vitiated  that  they  have  no  relilh  for  that  pure 
blifs,  and  therefore  can  no  more  be  happy  there  than 
a  fick  man  can  relifh  the  entertainments  of  a  feafl:. 
And  they  are  fo  far  gone  with  the  deadly  difeafe  of 
fin,  that  they  are  not  able  to  recover  themfelves  ; 
nay,  they  are  not  fo  much  as  difpofed  to  ufe  means 
for  that  end.  They  are  eflranged  from  God,  and 
engaged  in  rebellion  againfl  him  ;  and  they  love  to 
continue  fo.     They  will  not  fubmit,  nor  return  to 

their 
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their  duty  and  allegiance.  Hence  there  is  need  of  a 
fuperior  power  to  fubdue  their  ftubborn  hearts,  and 
fweetly  conftrain  them  to  fubjedion  j  to  infpire  theni 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  an  implacable  deteftation 
of  all  fin^  And  for  tiiis  purpofe  the  holy  Spirit  of 
God  is  fent  into  the  world :  for  this  purpofe  he  is  at 
work  from  age  to  age  upon  the  hearts  of  men.  And 
though  he  be  moft  ungratefully  refifted,  grieved,  and 
defpitefully  treated^  and  he  gives  up  many  to  the  lufts 
pf  their  own  hearts,  yet,  numerous  and  glorious  arc? 
the  conquefts  he  has  gained  over  rebellious  finners, 
Many  a  ftubborn  will  has  he  fweetly  fubdued :  many 
an  heart  of  ftone  has  he  ibftened,  and  diffolved  into 
ingenuous  repentance  like  fnow  before  the  fun  :  ma- 
jiy  a  depraved  foul  has  he  purified,  and  at  length 
trought  to  the  heavenly  ftate  in  all  the  beauties  of 
perfect  holinefs.  And  hence  it  is  that  there  is  any 
fuch  thing  as  true  religion  to  be  found  upon  earth, 
and  that  any  of  the  fons  of  men  are  recovered  to 
obedience  and  happinefs.  But  for  this  ineftimable 
bleffing  we  are  indebted  to  a  crucified  Chrift.  It  is 
the  dear  purchafe  of  his  blood,  and  had  it  not  been 
fo  purchafed,  it  would  never  have  been  communica- 
ted to  our  guilty  world;  and  confequently  never 
would  one  rebel  have  fubmitted,  never  would  one 
heart  have  felt  the  love  of  God,  among  all  the  fons 
pf  men. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  you  fee  a  way  is  really  opened 
for  the  falvation  of  finners  through  the  crucifixion 
of  Chrift*  And  O  !  what  an  amazing,  unexpeded, 
myfterious  way  !  how  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hu- 
man wifdom  !  and  how  brilliant  a  difplay  of  the  di- 
vine !  To  difplay  the  perfeftions  of  God  by  occaiion 
of  fin  more  illuftrioufiy  than  if  fin  had  never  enter- 
ed into  the  world,  and  thus  bring  the  greatcft  goo<f 
out  of  the  greateft  evU — to  pardon  and  fave  the  fir. 
ner,  and  yet  condemn  and  punifh  his  fin — ^togf^ 
the  bright  eft  difplay  of  juftice  in  the  freeft  ex6j5f^ 

of  mercy  j  and  the  richeft  difcovery  of  mei^cy  i^^  ^^^^ 

mofti 
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moft  rigorous  execution  of  juftice — ^to  difmifs  rebels 
from  punifliment5and  advance,  them  to  the  higheft 
honours,  and  yet  fecure  and  even  advance  the  ho- 
nour of  the  government  againft  which  they  had  re- 
belled— ^to  give  the  moft  efiedual  warning  againft  fin  3^ 
even  in  rewarding  the  finner  ;  and  to  let  it  pafs  un-. 
puniflied,  without  making  a  bad  precedent,  or  giv-r 
ing  any  encouragement  to  it — ^to  magnify  the  law  iq 
juftifymg  thofe  that  had  broken  it — ^to  difcover  the 
utmoft  hatred  againft  fin,  in  fliowing  the  higheft  lovq 
to  the  finner — ^wh^t  an  aftonifliing  GodJike  fcheme 
is  this  !  What  a  ftupendous  difplay  of  the  infinite 
wifdpm  of  God  !  Could  the  Socratefes,  the  Platos, 
and  other  oracles  of  the  heathen  world  ever  have 
found  out  an  expedient  to  anfwer  this  end,  and  re-» 
concile  thefe  feeming  contradiftions !  No ;  this  would 
have  nonplufed  men  and  angels  \  for  in  what  a  ftrange 
mithought-of  way  is  it  brought  about !  that  the  Son. 
of  God  Ihpuld  become  the  Son  of  man  ;  the  head  of 
the  univerfe  appear  in  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  the 
Author  of  life  die  upon  a  crofs  ;  the  Lawgiver  be- 
come the  fubjeft  of  his  own  law,  and  fuffer  its  penal- 
ty, though  perfeftly  innocent !  who  would  ever  have 
thought  of  fuch  ftrange  events  as  thefe  !  This  is  to 
accoipplilh  aftonifhing  things  in  an  aftonifliing  way. 
You  may  as  well  fet  an  human  underftanding  to 
draw  the  plan  of  a  world,  as  to  form  fuch  a  fchejne 
as  this.  O  !  it  is  j^U  divine  ;  it  is  the  wonder  of  an- 
gels ;  and  the  greateft  miracle  in  the  univerfe. 

Thus,  you  fee,  there  are  very  good  reafcns,  redu- 

cible  to  this  head,  why  the  crofs  of  Chrift  fhould  be 

the  grand  weapon  to  deftroy  the  kingdom  of  dark- 

nefs,  and  refcue  finners,  and  bring  them  into  a  ftate 

'of  liberty  and  glory. 

And  there  are  reafbns,  equally  important,  that  fall 
^der  the  other  head,  viz.  That  the  preaching  of 

yift  crucified  makes  fuch  a  difcovery  of  things,  as 

the  moft  direft  tendency  to  bring  finners  to  re- 

xnce,  and  produce  in  them  that  temper  which  i^ 

Vy  to  their  falvation^  If 
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If  a  reprefentation  of  the  moft  moving,  the  moft 
alluring,  and  moft  alarming  matters,  can  efFeft  the 
mind  of  man,  certainly  the  preaching  of  the  crofe  • 
cannot  be  without  efFeft  ;  for, 

i.  The  preaching  of  a  crucified  Saviour  gives  the 
ftrongeft  affurance  to  the  guilty  fons  of  men,  that 
their  offended  God  is  reconcilable  to  them,  and  wil- 
ling to  receive  them  into  favour  again,  upon  their 
peniteffit  return  to  him.  The  proviuon  he  has  made 
for  this  end,  and  particularly  his  appointing  his  Son 
to  be  their  Saviour,  and  delivering  him  up  to  the 
death  of  the  crofs  for  them,  leaves  no  room  for  doubt 
upon  this  head.  It  is  full  demonftration  that  he  is 
not  only  willing,  but  that  his  heart  is  earnefUy  fet 
upon  reconciliation  ;  otherwife  he  would  not  have 
been  at  fuch  infinite  pains  and  expence  to  rdmove 
obftruftions,  and  clear  the  way  for  it.  Now  this  i& 
an  affurance  that  the  light  of  nature  could  never  give. 
It  leaves  us  dreadfully  in  the  dark.  And  indeed,  no- 
thing but  an  exprefs  declaration  from  God  himfelf 
can  inform  us  what  he  intends  to  do  with  criminals 
that  lie  entirely  at  mercy,  and  that  he  may  do  what 
he  pleafes  ^dth.  The  heathen  world  were  either  ftu- 
pidly  thoughtlefs  about  this  point,  or  full  of  anxiety  ; 
and  their  philofophers,  amid  all  their  boafled  know- 
ledge, could  only  offer  plaufible  conjeftures.  And  yet 
this  affurance  is  neceffary  to  keep  up  religion  in  the 
world,  and  encourage  rebellious  finners  to  return  to 
obedience ;  for  with  what  heart  can  they  fervc  that 
God,  as  to  whom  they  fear  he  will  accept  of  no  fer- 
vice  at  their  hands,  or  return  to  him,  when  they  have 
no  encouragement  that  he  will  receive  them  !  The 
hope  of  acceptance  is  the  fpring  of  repentance  and  all 
attempts  for  reformation  ;  and  when  once  thefinner 
concludes  there  is  no  hope,  he  Res  down  inactive  and 
fuUen  in  defpair,  or  confirms  himfelf  in  hardened 
impenitence,  and  gives  the  full  reign  to  his  lulls. 
This  the  pfalmift  obferved  long  ago  :  There  is  forgive^ 
nefswith  thee^  0  Lord^  that  thou  mayeji  be  feared.  \  Pfal. 

CX2UC* 
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cxxx.  4.  The  fear  of  God  is  often  ufed  in  fcripture 
for  the  whole  of  religion  ;  and  fo  it  feems  taken  here* 
As  much  as  to  fay,  "  There  is  forgivenefs  with  thee  ^ 
and  thou  haft  allured  us  of  it,  that  religion  might 
be  preferved  in  the  world,  that  mankind  may  not 
abandon  thy  fervice  as  wholly  in  vain ;  or  give  up 
themfelves  to  fin,  as  defpairing  of  acceptance  upon 
their  repentance/*  O !  what  an  acceptable  affurancc 
muft  this  be  to  a  guilty  trembling  finner !  And  how 
fuitable  a  remedy  to  fuch  finners  is  the  preaching  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  alone  gives  them  this  wel- 
come alTurance. 

2.  llie  preacting  of  a  crucified  Saviour  gives  the 
moft  moving  difplay  of  the  love  of  God ;  and  love 
is  a  ftrong  attraftive  to  repentance  and  obedience- 
There  cannot  be  fo  ftrong  an  expreffion  of  love  as 
the  fuflFerings  of  Chrift.  For  God  to  give  us  life,  and 
breath,  and  all  things,  what  is  this,  in  comparifon  of 
the  gift  of  his  Son,  and  thofe  immortal  bleffings 
l^rhich  he  has  purchafed  with  his  blood  ?  To  create 
fuch  a  world  as  this  for  our  refidence,  to  furnifli  it 
with  fuch  a  rich  variety  of  bleffings  for  our  accom« 
modation,  and  to  exercife  a  tender  providence  over 
us  every  moment  of  our  lives,  this  is  amazing  love 
and  goodnefs.  But  what  is  this  in  comparifon  of  his 
dying  love !  To  fpeak  an  all-creating  word,  and^  to 
hang,  and  agonize,  and  expire  upon  a  crofs  ;  to  give 
us  the  bleffings  of  the  earth,  and  to  give  the  blood  of 
his  heart ;  thefe  are  very  difierent  things  \  they  will 
not  hold  comparifon. 

My  brethren,  let  me  make  an  experiment  upon 
you  with  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  try  with  that  wea- 
pon  to  flay  your  fins,  and  break  your  hearts.  Can  you 
view  fuch  agonies  and  queftion  the  love  that  endured 
them  ?  Or  can  you  place  yourfelves  under  the  warm 
beams  of  that  love,  and  yet  feel  no  love  kindled  in 
your  hearts  in  return  ?  What !  not  the  love  of  a 
worm  for  the  dying  love  of  a  God  !  The  apoftle  John 
reafons  very  naturally,  when  he  fays,  We  love  him^  he- 

caufe 
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taufe  hefirfi  longed  us.  i  John  iv.  1 9.  Love  for  love  ]». 
but  a  reafonable  retaliation  ;  efpecially  the  love  of  a 
redeemed  finner  for  the  love  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 
St.  Paul  felt  the  energy  of  this  love  irrefiftible  :  The 
love  of  Chriji  conftraineth  us^  2  Cor.  v.  14.  or  accord- 
ing to  the  emphafis  of  the  original  word,*  it  carries 
us  away,  like  a  refiftlefs  torrent.  And  it  appeared 
to  him  fo  (hocking,  that  he  could  not  mention  it  with- 
out weeping,  that  any  fhould  be  enemies  to  the  croft 
of  Chrift.  Phil.  iii.  1 8.  Hear  what  expeftations  he  had 
from  the  energy  of  his  crofs  who  himfelf  hung  upon 
it.  /,  fays  he,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earthy  will  draw 
all  men  unto  me.  Phil.  iii.  18.  This  the  evangelift 
teaches  us  to  underftand  of  the  manner  of  his  death^ 
viz.  his  being  raifed  up  from  the  earth,  and  fufpended 
on  the  crofs.  There,  finners,  he  hung  to  attraft  your 
love ;  and  can  you  refift  the  force  of  this  attraftion, 
this  almighty  magnet  ?  Jefus,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,expecb 
that  this  will  carry  all  before  it :  that  every  dinner 
who  fees  him  hanging  there  will  immediately  mdt 
into  repentance,  and  be  drawn  to  him  by  the  cords 
of  love.  And,  O !  can  you  find  in  your  hearts  to 
refift?  Where  tben  is  the  gratitude  f  Is  that  gencDOus 
principle  quite  dead  within  you  ?  I  muft  honeftly  tell 
you,  if  the  love  of  a  crucified  Saviour  does  not  attraft 
your  love,  nothing  elfe  will :  you  will  continue 
his  enemies,  and  perifli  as  fuch.  This  is  the  moft 
powerful  inducement  that  can  be  propofed  to  you  : 
all  the  reafonings  of  the  ableft  philofophers,  all  the 
perfuafions  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  all  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  in  creation  and  providence,  will  never 
prevail  upon  you,  if  your  hearts  are  proof  againft 
the  attraftion  of  the  crofs.  But,  bleffed  be  his  name 
who  died  upon  it,  many  an  obftinate  and  reluftant 
heart  has  this  crofs  allured  and  fubdued :  and  O  ! 
that  we  may  all  feel  its  fweet  conftraints  ! 

3.  The  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified  gives  fuch  a 
reprefentation  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  dreadful 

punilhmcnt 

*  Synechei,     So  Dr.  Doddridge  tranflatcs  it. 
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punifhm^nt  due  to  it,  as  naturally  tends  to  turn  fin- 
ners  from  it,  and  bring  them  to  repentance.  In  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  the  finner  may  fee  what  malignity  there: 
is  in  fin,  when  it  brought  fuch  heavy  vengeance  on 
the  head  of  the  furety.  There  the  finner  may  fee 
how  God  hates  it,  when  he  puniflied  it  fo  feverely  in 
his  beloved  Son.  If  the  almighty  Redeemer  funk 
under  the  load,  how  fliall  the  feeble  fihner  bear  up 
under  it  ?  If  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  who  was 
but  a  furety,  how  can  the  finner  efcape,  who  is  the 
original  debtor  ?  O  finners,  never  ciXL  it  cruel  that 
God  fliould  punifh  you  for  your  fins  ;  fo  he  dealt 
with  Jefus,  his  favourite  ;  and  how  can  you  hope: 
for  more  favour  !  Read  the  nature  of  fin  as  written 
in  charafters  of  blood  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  furely 
you  can  make  light  of  it  no  more.  You  muft  tremble 
at  the  very  thought  of  it ;  and  immediately  reform 
and  repent  of  it.  All  the  harangues  of  moralifts  upon 
the  intrinfic  deformity,  the  unreafonablenefe,  the 
incongruity  of  vice,  never  can  reprefent  it  in  fuch  a 
fhocking  light  as  you  view  it  in  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift.  And  can  you  look  upon  your  fins  piercing 
him,  ftretching  him  upon  the  crofs,  and  flaughtering 
him,  and  yet  not  mourn  over  them  !  O  !  can  you 
indulge  the  murderous  things  that  flied  his  blood ! 
Then  you  praftically  pronounce  him  an  impoftor, 
and  join  the  cry  of  the  Jewifli  rabble.  Crucify  him^ 
Crucify  him. 

4.  The  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified  prefeiits  us 
with  fuch  a  perfeft  pattern  of  obedience,  as  has  at 
once  the  force  of  an  example,  and  an  inducement  to 
holinefs.  We  need  no  longer  view  the  law  in  theo- 
ry :  we  fee  it  reduced  into  an  uniform  practice,  and 
prefented  to  the  life,  in  the  whole  of  our  Lord's  con- 
duft  towards  God  and  man.  We  fee  one  in  our  na- 
ture, upon  our  guilty  globe  in  our  circumftances,  be- 
liaving  exactly  agreeable  to  the  divine  law,  and  leav- 
ing us  an  example  that  we  might  follow  his  fteps. 
And  (hall  we  not  delight  to  imitate  our  beft  friend, 

and 
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and  the  moft  perfecl:  pattern  that  ever  was  exhibited ! 
O !  how  fweet  to  walk  as  he  walked  in  the  world, 
and  to  trace  the  fteps  of  his  lovely  feet !  Until  the 
doctrine  of  the  crofs  was  introduced,  the  world  was 
fadly  at  a  lofs  about  a  rule  of  duty.  All  the  admired 
writings  of  pagan  antiquity  cannot  furniih  out  one 
compleat  fyftem  even  of  morality  ;  but  here  we  have 
a  perfect  law,  and  a  perfeft  example,  which  has  the 
force  of  a  law.  Therefore,  let  us  be  followers  of  this 
incarnate  God  as  dear  children. 

For  an  application : 

I .  Hence  we  may  learn  our  great  happinefe  in  en- 
joying the  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified.     It  is  but  a 
very  fmall  part  of  the  world  that  has  heard  this  joy- 
ful found  ;  and  the  time  has  been,  when  none  of  the 
fons  of  men  enjoyed  it  in  that  full  evidence  which  we 
are  favoured  with.  Now  fince  it  pleafes  God,  by  this 
foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe, 
fince  this  is  the  moft  eneftual  mean  for  our  recovery 
from  fin  and  ruin — how  great,  how  diftinguifliing, 
how  peculiar  is  our  privilege !  It  becomes  us,  my 
brethren,  to  know  our  happinefs  that  we    may  be 
thankful.     How  few  among  the  fons  of  men  enjoy 
this  privilege !  How  does  the  whole  world  lie  in 
wickednefs  !  Alas  !  they  are  fatally  unconcerned,  or 
fruitlefsly  anxious  about  a  way  of  reconciliation  with 
God.   Their  priefts  and  philofophers  can  afford  them 
no  relief  in  this  cafe ;  but  either  miflead  them  or  in- 
crcafe  their  perplexity.   But  we  liave  the  ftrongeft  af- 
furance  that  God  is  reconcilable  to  us  ;  and  the  clear- 
eft  difcovery  of  the  way.     We  have  the  moft  power- 
ful inducements  to  repentance,  and  the  moft  effectual 
reftraints  from  fin.     And  what  gratitude  does  this 
call  for  from  us  to  our  divine  Benefactor  !  and  how 
folicitous  fliould  we  be  to  make  a  proper  improve- 
ment of  our  peculiar  advantages ! 

2.  Hence  we  may  learn  the  ftiocking  guilt  and 
danger  of  our  modern  infidels,  the  Deifts,  who,  like 
the  Greeks,  count  the  preaching  of  Chrift  crucified 
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foolifhnefs,  and  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them. 
This  is  to  rgeft  the  beft,  the  laft,  the  only  remedy. 
Now  let  them  confult  their  feeble  reafon  ;  let  them 
go  to  the  oracles  of  wifdom  in  the  heathen  world, 
and  afk  of  them  how  guilty  offenders  maybe  reftor- 
ed  into  favour,  in  conuftency  with  the  honour  of  the 
divine  perfeftions  and  government  ?  Alas  they  can 
find  no  fatisfaftory  anfwer.  Now  alfo  they  have  loft 
the  ftrongeft  motive  to  love  and  obedience,  when 
they  have  turned  away  their  eyes  from  the  crofs. 
They  have  loft  the  moft  full  and  amiable  view  of  the 
divine  nature  and  perfections  that  ever  was  exhibited 
to  the  world.  Should  they  fliut  their  eyes  againft 
the  light  of  the  fun,  and  abhor  all  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture, it  would  not  be  fuch  an  aftonifliing  inftance  of 
infatuation.  Saint  Paul  reprefcnts  it  as  the  moft 
amazing  folly,  nay,  a  kind  of  witchcraft  and  incanta;- 
tion,  that  any  ftiould  defert  the  truth,  that  had  ever 
had  the  leaft  view  of  Chrift  crucified.  OfooHjh  Gala- 
iians  !  who  hath  bewitched  you^  that  ycu  Jhould  not  obey 
the  truths  before  whofe  eyes  yefus  Chrijl  had  been  evident^ 
ly  fet  forth  ^  crucified  among  you?  Gal.  iii.  i.  What 
wickednefs,  what  madnefs,  what  an  unnatural  con- 
'Q)iracy  againft  their  own  lives  muft  it  be  for  men  to 
reject  the  only  expedient  found  out  by  infinite  wif- 
dom and  goodnefs  for  their  falvation  !  W  hat  bafe  in- 
gratitude thus  to  requite  the  dying  love  of  Jefus  !  Can 
fuch  monfters  expect  falvation  from  his  hands  ?  No  ; 
they  will  fully  cut  themfelves  ofl"  from  all  hope,  and 
bring  upon  themfelves  f\\aft  dcftruftion.  If  the  crofe 
of  Chrift  does  not  break  their  hearts,  it  is  impoflible 
to  bring  them  to  repentance :  the  laft  and  moft  pow- 
erful remedy  has  proved  ineffeftual :  the  laft  and 
ftrongeft  effort  of  divine  grace  has  been  ufed  with 
them  in  vain.  Since  they  obftinatcly  reject  the  facri- 
fice  of  Chrift,  there  remains  no  other  facrifice  for 
their  fin,  and  nothing  awaits  them  but  a  fearful  ex- 
pectation of  wrath  and  fiery  indignation,  which  fliall 
devour  them  as  adyerfaries. 

3.  Hence 
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3.  Hence  we  fliould  inquire  what  efFedlithe  preach- 
ing of  Chrift  crucified  has  been  upon  us.  Since  this 
is  the  grand  mean  Divine  Wifdom  has  found  out  for 
the  recovery  of  our  wicked  world,  when  all  other 
means  had  been  in  vain,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  us  that  we  fhould  inquire,  whether  it  is  likely  to 
anfwer  this  end  upon  us*  //  pleafes  God  by  this  foolifh- 
nsfs  of  preachings  iofave  them  that  believe*  Obferve  the 
limitation — them  that  believe.  They,  and  only  they 
can  be  faved  by  it.  As  for  unbelievers,  they  cannot 
be  faved  in  this,  or  any  other  way.  Let  us  then  aban- 
don every  other  concern  for  a  while,  and  feriouliy 
examine  ourfelves  in  this  point.  Faith  comes  by 
hearing ;  and  have  we  been  brought  to  believe  by 
hearing  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  ?  Do  we  rciilh  this 
humble  defpifed  doctrine  with  peculiar  plealiire  ?  Is 
it  the  life  and  nourilhment  of  our  fouls,  and  the 
ground  of  all  pur  hopes  i  Or  do  we  fecretly  wonder 
what  there  can  be  in  it,  that  fome  flioulcf  be  fo  much 
affefted  with  it  ?  21?  them  that  perljh^  fays  the  apoftle, 
and  to  them  only,  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  foolifmefs.. 
And  is  that  our  dreadful  characteriftic?  Or  does  a  cru- 
cified Chrift  appear  to  us  as  the  wifdom  of  God.^  and 
the  power  of  God,  as  he  does  to  all  them  that  beiicvc, 
however  different  their  natural  taftes  and  the  prejudices 
of  their  education,  and  their  outward  circumftanccs  ? 
Do  we  fufpend  all  our  hopes  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift  ? 
Do  we  glory  in  it  above  all  other  things,  whatever  con- 
tempt the  world  may  pour  upon  it  ?  Do  we  feel  our 
neceffity  of  a  Mediator  in  all  our  tranfaclions  v/lth 
God,  and  depend  entirely  upon  the  merit  of  his  death 
for  acceptance,  fenfible  that  we  have  no  merit  of  our 
own  to  procure  one  fmile  from  God  ?  Have  wc  ever 
had  our  hearts  enlightened  to  behold  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Jeiiis  Chrift  ?  Have  we  admired 
the  fclieme  of  falvation  through  a  crucified  Jefus,  as 
illuftrating  the  perfections  of  God,  and  fecuring  the 
honour  of  the  divine  government,  while  it  fecures 
our  falvation  I    And  do  we  deliglit  in  it  upon  that 

account  I 
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account  ?  Or  are  we  quite  indifferent  about  the  glory 
of  God,  if  we  may  be  but  faved  ?  Alas  !  hereby  we 
fliow  we  are  entirely  under  the  government  of  felf- 
ifh  principles,  and  have  no  regard  for  God  at  all.  Do 
our  thoughts  frequently  hover  and  clufter  about  the 
crofs  with  the  tendereft  affections  ?  And  has  the  view 
of  it  melted  our  hearts  into  the  mofl  ingenuous  relen- 
tings  for  fin,  and  given  us  fuch  a  hatred  againft  it, 
that  we  can  never  indulge  it  more  ?  My  brethren,  put 
fuch  queflions  as  thefe  home  to  your  hearts,  and  then 
endeavour  to  come  to  fome  jufl  conclufion  with  re- 
gard to  yourfelves. — And  if  the  conclufion  be  againfl 
you, then, 

4.  Confider  your  guilt  and  danger— confider*y our 
ingratitude  in  rejecting  all  the  love  of  God,  and  a 
crucified  Saviour — your  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  has 
not  been  broken  by  fuch  a  moving  reprefentation — 
the  averfion  of  your  fouls  to  God,  that  have  not  been 
allured  to  him  by  the  powerful  attraftion  of  the 
crofs — and  O  !  confider  your  danger :  the  lafl:  reme- 
dy has  been  tried  upon  you  in  vain  :  Chrifl's  grand 
expedient  for  the  falvation  of  finners  has  had  no  ef- 
feft  upon  you.  Had  the  religion  of  the  Jews  or  of 
the  heathen  world  failed  to  bring  you  to  repentance, 
there  might  be  fiill  fome  hope  that  the  preaching  of 
Chrifl  crucified  might  prevail.  But,  alas  !  when  that 
fails,  how  difcouraging  is  your  cafe !  Therefore  I 
pray  you  take  the  alarm,  and  labour  to  get  your 
hearts  affefted  with  this  reprefentation.  O  yield  to 
the  attraftion  of  the  crofs  :  let  him  draw  you  to  him- 
felf,  whom  you  fee  lifted  up  on  it ;  and  do  not  at- 
tempt fuch  an  exploit  of  wickednefs  as  to  refifl  the 
allurements  of  fuch  love.  And  O  !  cry  to  God  for 
his  enlightening  fpirit.  Alas !  it  is  your  blindnefs 
that  renders  you  unaffefted  with  this  moving  object. 
Did  you  but  know  the  Lord  of  glory  who  was  cru- 
cified ;  did  you  but  fee  the  glory  of  the  plan  of  falva- 
tion through  his  fufferings,  you  would  immediately 
become  the  captives  of  his  crofs,  conquered  by  the 

power 
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power  of  his  love.  And  fuch,  believe  me,  fuch  you 
muft  be,  before  you  can  be  faved. — ^But  if  the  rcfult 
of  your  examination  turns  out  in  your  favour,  then,, 

5.  You  may  entertain  the  joyful  hope  of  falvation; 
of  falvation  through  one  that  was  infulted  as  not  able 
to  favc  himfelf ;  of  crowns  of  glory  throu^  him  that 
wore  the  crown  of  thorns ;  of  fulnefs  of  joy  through 
the  man  of  forrows ;  of  immortal  life  through  one  that 
died  upon  a  crofs  ;  I  fay,  you  may  entertain  a  Joy- 
ful hope  of  all  this ;  for  in  this  way  of  falvation  there 
is  no  hindrance,  no  objection*  God  will  be  glorified 
in  glorifying  you,  the  law  magnified  in  juftifying  you. 
In  Ihort,  the  honour  of  God  and  his  government  con- 
curs with  your  intereft ;  and  therefore  if  you  hearti- 
ly embrace  this  plan  of  falvation,  you  may  be  as  fure 
that  God  will  fave  you  as  that  he  will  take  care  of 
his  own  glory,  for  they  are  infeparably  connefted* 
And  do  not  your  hearts,  dead  as  they  are,  fpring 
within  you  at  the  thought  ?  Do  you  not  long  to  fee 
your  Saviour  on  the  throne,  to  whofe  crofe  you  are 
indebted  for  all  your  hopes  ?  And  O  !  will  you  not 
praife  his  name  while  you  live,  and  continue  the  fong 
through  all  eternity  ?  Are  you  not  ready  to  antici- 
pate the  anthem  of  heaven.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
ivasjla'm^  to  receive  power ^  and  riches^  and  wifdom^  and 
fircngth^  and  honour^  and  glory ^  and  hlejftng  :  for  thou 
hajl  redeemed  us  unto  God  by  thy  blood.    Rev*  v.  9,  1 2. 

Finally,  let  me  congratulate  *  my  reverend  bre- 
thren on  their  being  made  minifters  of  the  New 
Teftament,  which  reveals  that  glorious  and  delight- 
ful fubjecl,  Chriji  crucified^  in  full  light,  and  diffufes  it 
throudi  all  their  ftudies  and  difcourfes.  The  Lamb 
that  was  llain  is  the  theme  that  animates  the  fongs 
of  angels  and  faints  above,  and  even  our  unhallowed 
lips  are  allov/ed  to  touch  it  without  profanation.  Let 
us  therefore,  my  dear  brethren,  delight  to  dwell  upon 

it 

*  The  author  to\Tards  the  end  of  the  difcourfe  writes,  *'  At  a 
.  Prcfbytery  in   Augnfta,   April  25,  1759  ;"  which  accounts  for 
this  particular  addrfils  to  minifters, 
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it.  Let  us  do  juftice  to  the  refined  morality  of 
tjie  gofpel :  let  us  often  explain  and  enforce  the  pre- 
cepts, the  graces,  and  the  virtues  of  chriftianity  ;  and 
teach  men  to  live  righteoufly,  foberly,  and  godly  in 
the  world.  But  let  us  do  this  in  an  evangelical  ftrain, 
as  minifters  of  the  crucified  Jefus,  and  not  as  the  fcho^ 
lars  of  Epiftetus  or  Seneca.  Let  us  labour  to  bring 
men  to  an  hearty  compKance  with  the  method  of 
lalvation  through  Chrift  ;  and  then  we  ftiall  find  it 
comparatively  an  eafier  matter,  a  thing  of  courfe,  to 
make  them  good  moraKfts.  Then  a  fliort  hint  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  man  will  be  more  forcible  than 
whole  volumes  of  ethics,  while  their  fpirits  are  not 
caft  in  the  goi^cl-mould.  Thus  may  we  be  enabled 
to  go  on,  tifi  our  great  Mailer  fhall  take  our  charge 
off  our  hands,  and  call  us  to  give  an  account  of  our 
ftewardlhip  I 


■  .  \ ^  J 
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INGRATITUDE    TO    GOD    AN    HEINOUS    BUT    GENERAL 

INIQUITY. 


2  Chron.  xxxii.  25.  But  Hezekiah  rendered  not  againy 
according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  binu 

AMONG  the  many  vices  that  are  at  once  univer- 
fally  decried,  and  univerfally  pradifed  in  the 
world,  there  is  none  more  bafe  or  more  common  than 
ingratitude ;  ingratitude  towards  the  fupreme  Bene- 
factor. Ingratitude  is  the  fin  of  individuals,  of  families, 
of  churches,  of  kingdoms,  and  even  of  all  mankind. 
The  guilt  of  ingratitude  lies  heavy  upon  the  whole 
race  of  men,  though,  alas !  but  few  of  them  feel  and 

lament 
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lament  it.  I  have  felt  it  of  late  with  unufual  weight  j 
and  it  is  the  weight  of  it  that  now  extorts  a  difcourfe 
from  me  upon  tnis  fubjeft.  If  the  plague  of  an  un- 
grateful heart  muft  cleave  to  us  while  in  this  world 
of  fin  and  imperfection,  let  us  at  leaft  lament  it ;  let 
us  bear  witnefs  againft  it ;  let  us  condemn  ourfelvefi 
for  it ;  and  let  us  do  all  we  can  to  fupprefe  it  in  our- 
felves  and  others.  I  feel  myfelf,  as  it  were,  exafpe- 
rated,  and  full  of  indignation  againft  it,  and  againft 
myfelf  as  guilty  of  it.  Apd  in  the  bitternefs  of  my 
fpirit  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  expofe  it  to  your  view  in 
its  proper  infernal  colours,  as  an  objeft  of  horror  and 
indignation. 

None  of  us  can  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  are  in  lit- 
tle or  no  danger  of  this  fin,  when  even  fo  good  and 
great  a  man  as  Hezekiah  did  not  efcape  the  infe6tion. 
In  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  which  are  illuftrious  fot 
piety,  zeal  for  reformation,  viftory  over  his  enemies, 
glory  and  importance  at  home  and  abroad,  this,  alas ! 
is  recorded  of  him,  "  That  he  rendered  not  again  to 
his  divine  Benefaftor,  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto 
him  ;  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up,  therefore  there  was 
wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and  Jerufalem." 

Many  had  been  the  bleflings  and  deliverances  of 
this  good  man's  life.  I  fhall  only  particularize  two, 
recorded  in  this  chapter.  The  Affyrians  had  over- 
run a  great  part  of  the  country,  and  intended  to  lay 
fiege  to  Jerufalem.  Their  haughty  monarch,  who 
had  carried  all  before  him,  and  was  grown  infolent 
with  fuccefs,  fent  Hezekiah  a  blafphemous  letter,  to 
intimidate  him  and  his  people.  He  profanely  bullies 
and  defies  Hezekiah  and  his  God  together;  and 
Rabfhakeh,  his  meffenger,  comments  upon  his  mal- 
ter's  letter  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  impiety  and  infolence. 
But  here  obferve  the  fignal  efficacy  of  prayer  !  Heze- 
kiah, Ifaiah,  and  no  doubt  many  other  pious  people 
among  the  Jews,  made  their  prayer  to  the  God  of 
Ifrael ;  and,  as  it  were,  complained  to  him  of  the 
threatenings  and  profane  blafphemy  of  the  AiTyrian 

nionirclu 
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tnonarch.  Jehovah  hears^  and  works  a  miraculous 
deliverance  for  them.  He  fends  out  an  angel  (one 
was  fuffii:ient)  who  deftroyed  in  one  night,  as  we  are 
elfewheretold  (2  Kings  xix»  35.)  1^0  l^fs  than  an  hun- 
dred fourfcore  and  five  thoufand  men  ;  w^hich  ex- 
tenlive  flaughter,  a  Jewifli  tradition  tells  us,  was 
made  by  means  of  lightning ;  a  very  fuppofable  and 
fufficient  caufe.  Sennacherib,  with  the  thin  remains 
of  his  army,  fled  home  inglorious  ;  and  his  two  fons 
aflaffinated  him  at  an  idolatrous  altar.  Thus  Jeru- 
falem  was  freed  from  danger,  and  the  country  relcu- 
ed  from  flavery  and  the  ravages  of  war.  Nay,  we 
find  from  profane  hiftory,  that  this  dreadful  blow 
proved  fatal  in  the  iflue  to  the  Aflyrian  monarchy, 
which  had  oppreffed  the  world  fo  long  ;  for  upon 
this  the  Medes,  and  afterwards  other  nations,  threw 
oflF  their  fubmiffion  ;  and  the  empire  fell  to  pieces. 
Certainly  fo  iUuftrious  a  deliveraiKe  as  this,  wrought 
immediately  by  the  divine  hand,  was  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  ardent  gratitude. 

Another  deliverance  followed  upon  this.  Heze- 
kiah  was  fick  unto  death ;  that  is,  his  ficknefs  was 
in  its  own  nature  mortal,  and  would  have  been  unto 
death,  had  it  not  been  for  the  miraculous  interpofi- 
tion  of  Providence.  But,  upon  his  prayer  to  God, 
he  was  recovered,  and  fifteen  years  added  to  his  life. 
This  alfo  was  great  caufe  of  gratitude.  And  we  find 
it  had  this  effeft  upon  him,  while  the  fenfe  of  his  de- 
liverance was  frefli  upon  his  mind  ;  for  in  his  eucha- 
rifl:ic  fong  upon  his  recovery,  we  find  thefe  grateful 
ftrains  :  •  The  Hvmg^  the  living  he  Jhall  praife  thee^  as  I 
do  this  day  :  the  father  to  the  children  Jhall  make  knciai 
thy  truth.  The  Lord  was  ready  to  fave  me  ;  therefore 
we  will  Jing  my  fongs  to  the  Jiri7iged  injiruments  all  the 
days  of  our  life.  But,  alas  !  thofe  grateful  imprcflions 
wore  off  in  fome  time  ;  and  pride,  that  uncreaturely 
temper,  began  to  rife.  He  began  to  think  himfelf 
the  favourite  of  heaven,  in  fome  degree,  on  account 
of  his  own  perfonal  goodnefs.     He   indulged  his 

vanity 
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vanity  in  oftentatioufly  expofing  his  treafures  to  the 
Babylonian  meffengers  :  which  was  the  inflance  of 
felfifli  pride  and  ingratitude  that  feems  here  particu- 
larly referred  to. 

This  pride  and  ingratitude  paffed  not  without  evi- 
dences of  the  divine  indignation ;  for  we  are  told, 
therefore  there  was  wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and 
Jerufalem.  As  the  crime  was  not  peculiar  to  him, 
fo  neither  is  the  punifliment.  Nations  and  indivi- 
duals have  fuflfered  in  this  manner  from  age  to  age  ; 
and  under  the  guilt  of  it  we  and  our  country  are 
now  languifhing. 

In  order  to  make  you  the  more  fenfible  of  your 
ingratitude  towards  your  divine  Benefaftor,  I  Ihall 
give  you  a  brief  view  of  his  mercies  towards  you, 
and  expofe  the  aggravated  bafenefs  of  ingratitude 
under  the  reception  of  fo  many  mercies. 

Mercy  has  poured  in  upon  you  on  all  fides,  and 
followed  you  from  the  firft  commencement  of  your 
exiftence:  rich,  various,  free,  repeated,  uninterrupted 
mercy.  The  bleffings  of  a  body  wonderfully  and 
fearfully  made,  complete  in  all  its  parts,  and  not  mon- 
ftrous  in  any :  the  blefling  of  a  rational  immortal 
foul,  preferved  in  the  exercife  of  found  reafon  for  fo 
many  years,  amid  all  thofe  accidents  that  have  fliat- 
tered  it  in  others,  and  capable  of  the  exalted  plea- 
fures  of  religion,  and  the  everlafting  enjoyment  of 
the  bleffed  God,  the  fupreme  good  :  the  blefling  of  a 
large  and  fpacious  world,  prepared  and  furniflied  for 
our  accommodation  ;  illuminated  with  an  illuftrious 
fun,  and  the  many  luminaries  of  the  Iky  ;  the  earth 
enriched  and  adorned  with  trees,  vegetables,  various 
forts  of  grain,  and  animals,  for  our  fupport  or  con- 
venience ;  and  the  fea  a  medium  of  extenfive  trade, 
and  an  inexhauftible  ftore  of  fiflies :  the  bleflings  of  the 
early  care  of  parents  and  friends,  to  provide  for  us 
in  the  helplefs  days  of  infancy,  and  direft  or  reftrain 
us  in  the  giddy  precipitant  years  of  youth  :  the  blef- , 
fing  of  being  born  in  the  adult  age  of  the  world, 
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when  the  improvements  of  art  are  carried  to  fo  high 
a  degree  of  perfection  ;  of  being  born,  not  among 
•favages  in  a  wildernefs,  but  in  a  humanized,  civilized 
country ;  not  on  the  burning  fandy  defarts  of  the 
torrid  zone,  iiOr  under  the  frozen  fky  of  Lapland  or 
Iceland,  but  in  a  temperate  climate,  as  favourable  to 
the  comfort  and  continuance  of  life  as  moft  coun- 
tries upon  earth  ;  not  in  a  barren  foil,  fcarcely  af- 
fording proviiion  of  the  coarfeft  fort  for  its  inhabi- 
. tants,  but  in  a  land  of  unufual  plenty,  that  has  never 
felt  the  feverities  of  famine  :  the  bleffing  of  not  be- 
ing a  race  of  flaves,  under  the  tyranny  of  an  arbi- 
trary government,  but  free-born  Britons  and  Virgi- 
nians in  a  land  of  liberty  :  thefe  birth-right  bleflings 
are  almoft  peculiar  to  us  and  our  natjoa.  Let  me 
enumerate  alfo  the  bleffing  of  a  good-  education  ; 
good  at  leaft,  when  compared  to  the  many  favage 
nations  of  the  earth  :  the  bleffing  of  Jiealth  for  months 
and  years  :  the  bleffing  of  raiment  fuited  to,  the  va- 
rious feafons  of  the  year :  the  bleffings  of  rain  from 
heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons,  of  fummer  and  winter, 

•  of  feed-time  and  harveft  ;  .the  agreeable  viciffitude  of 
night  and  day ;  the  rcfrefliing  repofeoffle^p,  and 
the  a<S:ivity  and  enjoyment  or  our  waking  hours  ; 
the  numerous  and  refined  bleffings  of  fociety,  and 

-  the  mofl;  endearing  relations ;  the  bleffings  included 
in  the  tender  names  of  friend,  huiband  or  wife,  pa- 

•  rent  or  child,  brother  or  filler;  the  bleffings  of  pjeace ; 
'  peace,  in  the  midft  of  a  peaceful  country,  which  has 

•  been  our  happy  lot  tillx)f  late  yearis ;  or  peace,  in  the 

•  midft  of  a  ravaged  Heeding  country,  which  is  4  more 
diftinguiflied  and  fingular ~ bleffing,  and. Tj^'hich  we 
now  enjoy,  while  many,  •of  our  fellow-(ubje<3:s  feel  a 
terrible  reverfe:  bleffings  m  every. age  pf  life;  in 
infancy,  in  youth,  in  adult  age,  and  in  the,  decays  of 
old  age :  bleffings  by  fea  and  land,  and  in  .every 
country  where  we  have : refided :  in. £hort,. bleffings 
?.s  numerous  as  our  moments,  as  lon^  continued  as 
our  lives :  bleffings  perfmal  and  relative,  pul^ic  and 

,  private : 
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private  :  for  while  we  hav^  the  air  to  breathe  in,  the 
earth  to  tread  upon,  or  a  drop  of  water  to  quench 
our  thirft,  we  muft  own  we  are  not  left  deftitute  erf 
bleffings  from  God.  From  God,  I  fay,  all  thefe  blef- 
fings  originally  flow ;  and  to  him  we  are  principally 
obliged  for  them.  Indeed  they  are  conveyed  to  us 
by  means  of  our  fellow-creatures  ;  or  they  feem  to 
be  the  fpontaneous  produftions  of  natural  caufes,  ac- 
ting accoi'ding  to  the  eftabliflied  laws  of  nature.  But 
then  it  was  God,  the  Fountain  of  being  and  of  all 
good,  that  gave  our  fellow-creatures  the  difpolition, 
the  ability,  and  the  opportunity  of.  conveying  thefe 
bleffings  to  us ;  and  it  is  the  great  God  who  is  the 
Author  of  thofe  caufes  which  fpontaneoufly  produce 
fo  many  bleffings  for  our  enjoyment,  and  of  thofe 
laws  of  nature,  according  to  which  they  ad:.  Thefe 
are  but  channels,  channels  cut  by  his  hand ;  and  he 
is  the  fource,  the  ocean  of  bleffings.  Creatures  are 
but  the  hands  that  diftribute  his  charity  through  a 
needy  world  ;  but  his  is  the  ftore  from  which  they 
derive  their  fupplies.  On  this  account  therefore  we 
fliould  receive  all  thefe  bleffings  as  gifts  from  God, 
and  feel  ourfelves  obliged  to  him,  as  the  fupreme 
original  Benefactor.  Befides,  it  is  very  probable  to 
me,  that  in  order  to  bellow  fome  of  thefe  bleffings 
upon  us  by  means  of  natural  caufes,  God  may  give 
thefe  caufes  a  touch  to  turn  them  in  our  favour,  more 
than  they  would  be  according  to  the  eftabliflied  courfe 
of  nature ;  a  touch  fo  efficacious  as  to  anfwer  the 
kind  defign  ;  though  fo  gentle  and  agreeable  to  the 
eftabliflied  laws  of  nature,  as  not  to  be  perceivable, 
or  to  caft  the  fyftem  of  nature  into  diforder.  The 
bleffings  conveyed  in  this  ^way,  are  not  only  the  gifts 
of  his  hand,  but  the  gifts  of  his  immediate  hand. 

Therefore  let  God  be  acknowledged  the  fupreme, 
the  original  Benefactor  of  the  world,  and  the  proper 
Author  of  all  our  bleffings ;  and  let  all  his  creatures, 
in  the  height  of  their  benevolence  and  ufefulnefs^ 
own  that  they  are  but  the  diftributors  of  his  alms, 

or 
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or  the  inftruments  of  conveying  the  gifts  of  his  hand. 
Let  us  acknowledge  the  light  of  yonder  fun,  the 
breath  that  now. heaves  our  lungs,  and  fans  the  vital 
flame,  the  growing  plenty  that  is  now  burfling  its 
way  through  the  clods  of  earth,  the  water  that  bub- 
bles up  in  fprings  that  flows  in  fireams  and  rivers,  or 
rolls  at  large  in  the  ocean  ;  let  us  own,  I  by,  that  all 
thefe  are  the  bounties  of  his  hand,  who  fuppUes  with 
good  the  various  ranks  of  being,  as  high  as  the  moft 
exalted  angel,  and  as  low  as  the  young  ravens,  and  the 
grafs  of  the  field.  Let  him  fland  as  the  acknowledg- 
ed Benefaftor  of  the  univerfe  to  inflame  the  grati- 
tude of  all  to  him,  or  to  array  in  the  crimfon  colours 
of  aggravated^  guilt  the  ingratitude  of  thofe  fordid, 
flupid  wretches  who  ftill  continue  unthankful. 

The  pofitive  bleiEngs  I  have  briefly  enumerated, 
have  fome  of  them  been  interrupted  at  times :  but 
even  the  interruption  feemed  only  intended  to  make 
way  for  fome  deliverance  ;  a  deliverance  that  re-in- 
ftated  us  in  the  pofleffion  of  our  former  bleffings  with 
a  new  and  ftronger  relifh,  and  taught  us,  or  at  leafl 
was  adapted  to  teach  us  fome  ufeful  lefTons,  which 
we  were  not  likely  to  learn,  had  not  our  enjoyment 
been  a  while  fufpended.  This  very  hour  let  us  turn 
our  eyes  backward,  and  take  a  review  of  a  length  of 
ten,  twenty,  forty,  or  fixty  years  ;  and  what  a  feries 
of  deliverances  rifes  upon  us !  Deliverances  from  the 
many  dangers  of  childhood,  by  which  many  have  loft 
their  limbs,  and  many  their  lives !  deliverance  from 
many  threatening  and  fatal  accidents ;  deliverances 
from  exquifite  pains,  and  from  dangerous  difeafes  ; 
deliverances  from  the  gates  of  death,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  grave  ;  and  deliverances  for  yourfelves,  and 
for  your  dear  families  and  friends.  When  iicknefs, 
like  a  deftroying  angel,  has  entered  your  neighbour- 
hood,  and  made  extenfive  havock  and  defolation 
around  you,  you  and  yours  have  efcaped  the  infec- 
tion, while  you  were  every  day  in  anxious  expefta- 
tion  of  the  dreadful  vifit,  and  trembling  at  the  du- 
bious 
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bious  fate  of  fome  dear  relative,  or  your  own  :  or  if 
it  has  entered  your  houfes,  like  a  meffengcr  of  death, 
it  has  not  committed  its  ufual  ravages  in  them.  Or 
if  it  has  torn  from  your  hearts  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  your  family,  ftill  you  have  fome  left,  or  per- 
haps fome  new  members  added  to  make  up  the  lofs. 
When  ycm  have  been  in  deep  diftrefs,  and  covered 
with  moll  tremendous  glooms,  deliverance  has  dawn- 
ed in  the  moft  feafonable  hour,  and  light  and  Moy 
have  fucceeded  to  nights  of  darknefs  and  melancnp- 
ly.  In  fliort,  your  deliverances  have  been  endlefs  and 
innumerable.  You  appear  this  day  fo  many  monu- 
ments of  delivering  goodnefs.  You  have  alio  fhared 
in  the  deliverances  wrought  for  youf  country  and 
nation  in  former  and  latter  times :  deliverances  from 
the  open  violences  and  clandeftine  plots  and  infur- 
reclions  of  enemies  abroad,  and  traitors  and  rebels 
at  home :  deliverances  from  the  united  efforts  of  both 
to  fubvert  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  enflave  free- 
born  Britons  to  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  tyranny,  or  a 
medley  of  both  ; — ^and  deliverances  from  drought, 
and  the  threatening  appearances  of  famine,  which  we 
have  fo  lately  experienced  in  thefe  parts ;  and  yet 
they  are  long  enough  paft  to  be  generally  forgotten  ! 

In  thefe  inftances  of  deliverances,  as  well  as  in  the 
former  or  pofitive  bleffings,  let  the  great  God  be  ac- 
knowledged the  Original  Efficient,  whatever  crea- 
tures he  is  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  as  his  inftrumcnts. 
Fortuitous  accidents  are  under  his  direction ;  and  ne- 
ceffary  caufes  are  fubjeft  to  his  controul.  Difeafes  are 
his  fervants,  his  foldiers  ;  and  he  fends  them  out,  or 
recalls  them,  according  to  his  pleafure. 

And  now  mention  the  benefaftor,  if  you  can,  to 
whom  you  are  a  thoufandth  part  fo  much  obliged  as 
to  this  Benefaftor,  What  a  profufion  of  bleilings 
and  deliverances  has  the  Almighty  made  you  the  fub- 
jefts  of !  And,  O  !  what  obligations  of  gratitude  do 
fuch  favours  lay  upon  you !  What  ardent  love,  what 
fincerc  thankfgiving,  what  affeftionate  duty  do  they 

rec\iilt^ 
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require  of  you !  Thefe  are  the  cords  of  love,  the 
bonds  of  a  man,  wiierewith  he  would  dra\*r  you  to 
obedience. 

Dare  you  now  make  the  inquiry.  What  returns 
has  this  divine  Benefiaftor  received  from  you  for  all 
this  goodnefe  ?  Alas'!  the  difcovery  which  this  in- 
quiry will  make  may  convift,  fliock,  confound,  and 
mortify  us  all ;  for  we  are  all,  in  a  prodigious  degree, 
though  fome  much  more  than  others,  guilty  in  this 
relpect,  guilty  of  the  vileft  ingratitude.     Alas !  are 
there  not  many  of  you  that  do  not  return  to  God 
the  gratitude  of  a  dog  to  his  mafter  ?    That  brute 
animal  who  receives  but  crumbs  and  blows  from  you, 
will  welcome  you  home  with  a  thoufend  fond  and 
obliging  motions.     The  very  dull  ox  you  fodder^ 
•   knows  his  owner.     But,  O !  the  more  than  brutal 
ingratitude  of  reafonable  creatures !    Some  of  you 
perhaps  do  not  fo  much  as  acknowledge  the  agency 
of  Providence  in  thefe  enjoyments,  but,  afie6Sng  a 
Very  unphilofophical  infidelity  under  the  name  of 
philofophy,  you  make  natural  caufes  the  authors  of 
all  good  to  you,  without  the  agency  of  the  firft  Mo- 
ver of  all  thfe  fprings  of  nature.    Others  of  you,  who 
may  be  orthodox  in  your  faith  as  to  this  point,  yet 
are  praftical  infidels,  the  moft  abfurd  and  inconfift- 
ent  fort  in  the  world  ;  that  is,  while  you  verbally 
acknowledge,  and  fpeculatively  believe  the  agency 
of  Providence  in  thefe  things,  yet  you  live  as  if  there 
was  no  fuch  thing :  you  live  thoughtlefs  of  the  di- 
vine Benefador,  and  difobedient  to  him  for  days  and 
years  together.     The  very  mercies  he  bellows  upon 
you,  you  abufe  to  his  diftionour,  by  making  them 
occafions  of  fin.     Do  not  your  confciences  now  con- 
vict you  of  that  monfter  fin.  Ingratitude,  the  moft 
bafe,  unnatural,  and  yet  indulged  gratitude  ?  How 
do  you  refent  it,  if  one  whom  you  have  deeply  obli- 
ged fhould  prove  ungrateful,  and  ufe  you  ill  ?  But  it 
is  impoflible  any  one  of  your  fellow-creatures  Ihould 
be  guilty  of  fuch  enormous  ingratitude  towards  you 
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a$  you  are  guilty  of  towards  God  ;  becaufe  it  is  im- 
poffible  any  one  of  them  fliould  be  fo  ftrongly  obliged 
to  you  as  you  are  to  him. 

Ye  children  of  God,  his  peculiar  favourites,  whofe 
hearts  are  capable  of  and  do  aftually  feelfpme  gene- 
rous fenfations  of  gratitude,  what  do  you  think  of 
your  conduft  towards  fuch  a  Benefaftor  ?  I  fpeak 
particularly  to  you,  becaufe  you  are  moft  likely  to 
feel  what  I  fay.  Have  you  rendered  again  to  your 
Godaccording  to  the  benefits  done  you?  O!  ar^yoli 
not  mortified  and  fliocked  to  refleft  upon  your  in- 
gratitude, your  fordid  monftrous  ingratitude  ?  Do 
you  not  abhor  yourfelves  becaufe  you  were  capable 
of  fuch  bafe  conduft  ?  From  you  I  expeft  fuch  a  ge- 
nerous refentment.  But  as  to  others,  they  are  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  dead  toward  God,  and  there- 
fore it  is  no  wonder  if  they  are  dead  to  all  peniten- 
tial ingenuous  relentings  for  their  ingratitude. 

But  if  all  this  does  not  fuffice  to  make  you  fenfible 
of  your  enormous  guilt  in  this  particular,  let  me  lay 
before  you  an  inventory  of  ftill  richer  blefllngs.  At 
.  the  head  of  this  ftands  Jefus  Chrift,  the  unfpeakable 
gift  of  God.  God  fo  loved  the  world  (hear  it  men  and 
angels,  with  grateful  wonder  \)  as  to  give  his  only  be^ 
gotten  Sony  that  whofoever  believetb  in  him  Jhould  notpe^ 
rijhy  but  have  everlajiing  life.  John  iii.  i6.  God  fent 
his  Son  into  the  world^  not  to  condemn  the  worlds  but  that 
the  worlds  through  him^. might  be  faved.  John  iii.  17. 
The  comforts  of  this  life  alone  would  be  a  very  in- 
adequate provifion  for  creatures  who  are  to  exift  for 
ever  in  another  ;  for  what  are  fixty  or  feventy  years 
in  the  long  duration  of  an  immortal  being !  But  in 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift,  are  containecl  the 
moft  ample  provifions  for  your  immortal  ftate.  Jefus 
Chrift  is  fuch  a  gift  as  draws  aU  other  gifts  after  it : 
for  fo  the  apoftle  argues.  He  that  fpared  not  his  own 
Son  J  but  gave  him  up  for  us  'all,  hQwJhall  he  not  with  him 
alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Rom.  viii.  32.  And  the 
purpofes  for  which^he -gave  this  gift,  render  it  the 

more 
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more  aftoniihing.  He  gave  him  not  only  to  rule  us 
by  his  power,  but  to  purchafe  us  with  the  blood  of 
his  heart.  He  gave  him  up  to  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  crofe.  In  confequence  of  which  an  cecdnomy 
of  grace,  a  miniflry  of  reconciliation,  is  fet  up  in  our 
guilty  world.  Various  means  are  appointed,  and 
various  endeavours  are  ufed  to  fave  you  perifhing 
finners.  For  your  falvation  Jefus  now  intercedes  in 
his  native  heaven,  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  For 
your  falvation  the  holy  Spirit  ftrives  with  you  ;  con- 
Icience  admonifhes  you ;  Providence  draws  you  by 
blefiings,  and  drives  you  by  chaftifemehts ;  angels 
minifter  to  you  ;  Bibles  are  put  into  your  hands ; 
minifters  perfuade  you ;  friends  advife  you ;  and 
thoufands  of  faints  pray  for  you.  For  this  end  pray- 
er, preaching,  baptifm,  and  the  Lord's  fupper,  and 
a  great  variety  of  means  of  grace  are  inftituted.  For 
this  end  heaven  is  prepared  and  furniflied  with  many 
manfions ;  the  pearly  gates  open,  and  dart  their  fplen- 
dors  from  afar  to  attraft  our  eyes ;  and  things  which 
the  eye,  that  has  feen  fo  many  things,  had  never 
feen  j  which  the  ear,  that  has  had  ftill  more  exten- 
five  intelligence,  had  never  heard ;  nor  the  heart  of 
man,  which  is  even  unbounded  in  its  conceptions, 
had  never  conceived,  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gof- 
pel.  Nay,  for  this  purpofe,  your  falvation,  Sinai 
thunders.  Hell  roars  and  throws  its  devouring  flames, 
even  to  warn  a  ftupid  world  not  to  plunge  themfelves 
into  that  place  of  torment.  In  jQiort,  the  kind  defigns 
of  redeeming-love  run  through  the  whole  oeconomy 
of  Providence  towards  our  world.  Heaven  and  earth, 
and  in  the  fenfe  mentioned,  hell  itfelf,  are  ftriving  to 
fave  you.  1  he  ftrong-holds  of  fin  and  Satan,  in  which 
you  are  held  prifoners,  are  attacked  in  kindnefs  to 
you  from  all  quarters.  What  beneficent  efforts,  what 
heroic  exploits  of  divine  goodnefs  are  thefe  !  And, 
bleffed  be  God,  thefe  offbrts  are  not  in  vain. 

The  celefl:ial  regions  are  fafl:  peopling,  though,  alas ! 
not  fo  fall  as  the  land  of  darknefs,  with  numerous 
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colonies  from  our  guilty  globe.  Even  in  thefe  dregs  of 
time  when  iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of  many 
waxes  cold,  Jefus  is  gaining  many  hearts  and  feving 
many  fouls,  in  the  various  apartments  of  his  church, 
Tho'  you  and  thoufands  niore  fhould  be  left,  and  con- 
tinue to  negleft,  yet  fuch  excellency  fhall  not  want  ad- 
mirers,  fuch  a  phyfician  fhall  not  want  employ  in  our 
dyin*5  world.  No,  hejhalljee  of  the  travail  of  hisfoul^ 
andjhaU  be  fatisfied  ;  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Jhall 
profper  in  his  hand.  Ifa.  liii.  1 1 .  And  I  doubt  not  but 
there  are  fome  among  you  who  are  the  trophies  of  his 
viftorious  love,— of  his  vidorious,  love,  I  fay  ;  for  it 
is  by  the  force  of  love  he  fweetly  conquers. 

Now  you,  my  brethren,  are  the  fubjecls  of  this 
adminiftration  of  grace ;  with  you  thefc  means  are 
ufed  for  your  falvation  :  to  you  Jefus  is  offered  as  a 
Saviour ;  and  heaven  and  earth  are  ftriving  to  lodge 
you  fafe  in  his  arms.  You  fhould  not  rejoice  in  the 
wants  of  others  ;  but  certainly  it  may  make  you  the 
more  fenfible  of  your  peculiar  obligations,  to  refleft 
that  your  lot  in  this  refpeft  is  fingular.  It  is  but  a 
very  fmall  part  of  mankind  that  enjoy  thefe  great  ad- 
vantages for  a  happy  immortality.  You  live  under 
the  gofpel,  while  the  moft  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
are  mnk  in  heathen  idolatry,  groaning  under  Popifh 
tyranny,  feduced  by  Mahometan  impofture,  or  har- 
dened in  Jewifh  infidelity. 

And  what  peculiar  obligations  of  gratitude  refult 
from  fuch  peculiar  diftinguiftiing  favours  ?  Men  have 
obliged  you,  and  you  feel  the  obligation.  Bat  can 
men,  can  angels,  can  the  whole  created  univerfe  be- 
ftow  fuch  gifts  upon  you,  and  make  fuch  provifions 
for  you  as  thofe  which  have  been  mentioned  ?  Gifts 
of  infinite  value,  dear  to  the  Giver ;  provifions  for 
an  everlafl:ing  fl:ate ;  an  everlafl:ing  fl:ate  of  as  com- 
plete happinefs  as  your  nature,  in  its  higheft  improve- 
ments, is  capable  of.  Thefe  are  favours  worthy  of 
God;  favours  that  befpeak  him  God.    And  muft  he 
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not  then  be  the  dbjeft  of  your  fupreme  gratitude  ? 
Can  any  thing  in  the  world  be  more  reafonable  ? 

And  yet  —  hear,  O  earth,  with  horror;  be  afto- 
nifhed,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this ;  be  ye  horribly  afraid ! 
how  little  gratitude  does  God  receive  from  our  world 
after  all !  How  little  gratitude  from  you,  on  whom 
thefe  favours  are  fliowered  down  with  diftiriguilhed 
profrifion  !  Do  not  many  of  you  negleft  the  unfpeak- 
able  gift  of  God,  Jefus  Chrift,  as  well  as  that  falva- 
tiori  which  he  bought  with  his  blood  ?  Do  you  not 
ungratefully  negleft  the  means  of  your  falvation  and 
refill  the  generous  efforts  that  are  ufed  from  all  quar- 
ters to  fave  you  ?  O !  the  mountainous  load  of  ingra- 
titude that  lies  upon  you  !  enough  to  fink  the  whole 
world  into  the  depth  of  hell. 

But  I  muft  now  addrefs  fuch  of  you  who  are  ftill 
more  deeply  obliged  to  your  di^dne  Benefactor,  and 
whofe  ingratitude  therefore  is  black  and  horrid ;  I 
mean  fuch  of  you  who  not  only  havfe  fliared  in  the 
bleflings  and  deliverances  of  life,  and  lived  under  the 
advantages  of  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  but  have  expe- 
rimentally known  the  love  of  God  to  your  fouls  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  yourfelves,  and  are  a^ually  enti- 
tled to  all  the  unknown  bleflings  prepared  for  thofe 
that  love  him.  If  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  belong  to  your 
number,  I  am  fure  I  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  fliare  deeply 
with  you  in  the  guilt,  the  black  guilt  of  ingratitude^ 
When  you  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  God 
quickened  you,  out  of  his  great  love  wherevrith  he 
loved  you.  When  you  were  rufliing  on  towards 
deftruftion,  in  the  enchanting  paths  of  fin,  he  check- 
ed your  mad  career,  and  turned  your  faces  heaven- 
ward. When  vou  were  funk  into  forrows,  borne 
down  with  a  fcnfe  of  guilt,  and  trembling  every  mo- 
ment with  the  fears  of  immediate  execution,  he  re- 
lieved you,  led  you  to  Jefus,  and,  as  it  w^ere,  lodged 
you  fafe  in  his  arms.  When  difmal  glooms  have 
again  gathered  upon  your  minds,  and  overwhelming 
fears  ruftied  again  upon  you  like  a  deluge,  he  has  re- 
lieved 
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lieved  you  ag^in  by  leading  you  to  the  fame  almighty 
and  ever-coniuant  Saviour.  When  your  graces  and 
virtues  have  withered  in  the  abfence  of  the  Siln  of 
righteoufnefs,  he  has  again  rifen  upon  you  with  heal« 
ing  in  his  wings,  and  revived  your  languifliing  fouls^ 
He  has  fhed  abroad  his  love  in  your  hearts,  which  has 
made  this  wretched  wildernefs  a  paradife  to  you.  He 
has  at  times  afforded  you,  as  you  humbly  hoped,  joy 
and  peace  in  believing  ;  yea,  even  caufed  you  to  re- 
joice withy^y  unfpeakable^  and  full  of  glory.  He  has 
met  you  in  your  retirements,  and  allowed  you  to 
converfe  with  him  in  his  ordinances,  with  the  heart 
of  a  friend.  He  has,  as  it  were,  unlocked  his  peculiar 
treafures  to  enrich  you,  and  given  you  an  uniha- 
ken  title  to  the  moft  glorious  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  light.  He  has  made  you  his  own,  his  own  in  a 
peculiar  fenfe;  his  people,  his  friends,  his  children. 
You  are  indeed  his  favourites :  you  were  even  fo  long 
before  time  began.  He  loved  you  with  ah  everlaft- 
ing  love,  therefore  with  loving  kindnefs  has  he 
drawn  you ;  and  having  loved  you  once,  he  will  love 
you  always,  and  he  will  continue  in  his  love  to  all 
eternity.  Neither  life^  nor  deaths  things  prefent  or  things 
to  come^fhall  ever  be  able  tofeparate  you  from  his  love. 
Rom.  viii.  38,  39.  His  love  to  you  is  an  unbounded 
ocean,  that  fpreads  over  eternity,  and  makes  it,  as  it 
were,  the  channel  or  the  ocean  of  your  happinefs. 
In  you  he  intends  to  ihew  to  all  worlds  what  glori- 
ous creatures  he  can  form  of  the  duft,  and  of  the 
polluted  fragments  of  degenerate  human  nature. 
What  is  all  the  profeffion  of  kings  to  their  favourites, 
what  are  all  the  benefadions  of  creatures,  nay,  what 
are  all  the  bounties  of  the  divine  hand  itfelf  within 
the  compafs  of  time,  when  compared  to  thefe  afto- 
nifliing,  unparalleled,  immortal,  infinite,  God-like 
favours  ?  They  all  dwindle  into  obfcurity,  like  the 
ftars  of  the  night  in  the  blaze  of  noon. 

And  now  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  turn  your  thoughts 
to  enquire,  what  returns  you  have  made  for  all  thefe 

favours 


140  Ingratitude  to  God  an  heinous         Serm.  25. 

favours,  left  you  fliould  not  be  able  to  bear  the 
ihoc]^.  You  know  you  have  a  thoufand  times  repea- 
ted Hezekiah's  offence.  I  need  not  be  particular. 
Your  confcience  accufes  you,  and  points  out  the  par- 
ticulars ;  and  I  fliall  only  join  the  cry  of  confcience 
againft  you,  O  '  the  ingratitude !  O  !  the  bafe,  vile, 
unnatural,  horrid,  unprecedented  ingratitude  !  From 
you  your  God  might  have  expeded  better  things ; 
from  you,  whom  he  has  fo  peculiarly,  fo  infinitely 
obliged,  and  whofe  hearts  he  has  made  capable  of  ge- 
nerous fenfations.  But,  O  I  the  fliocking,  horrid 
ingratitude ! — Let  your  hearts  burft  into  a  flood  of 
forrows  at  the  thought.  They  may  be  juftly  too  full 
to  allow  us  to  fpeak  much  upon  it ;  but,  O !  they  can 
never  be  too  full  of  Ihame,  confufion,  and  tender  re- 
lentings  for  the  crime.  Methinks  the  thought  muft 
break  the  hardeft  heart  among  us. 

Let  me  now  add  a  confideration,  which  gives  an 
aftonifliing  emphafis  to  all  that  has  been  faid.  All 
this  profufion  of  mercy,  perfdnal  and  relative,  tem- 
poral and  fpiritual,  is  beftowed  upon  creatures  that 
deferve  not  the  leaft  mercy  ;  creatures  that  deferve 
to  be  ftripped  naked  of  every  mercy ;  nay,  that  de- 
ferve'to  be  made  miferable  in  time  and  eternity  ; 
creatures  that  deferve  not  to  breathe  this  vital  air,  to 
tread  the  ground,  or  drink  the  ftream  that  runs  wafte 
through  the  wildernefs,  much  lefs  to  enjoy  all  the 
bleffings  which  the  infinite  merit  of  Jefus  could  pur- 
chafe,  or  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  God  can  bcftow  ; 
creatures  that  are  fo  far  from  deferving  to  be  deli- 
vered from  the  calamities  of  life,  that  they  deferve 
to  have  them  all  heightened  and  multiplied,  till  they 
convey  them  to  the  more  intolerable  punifhments  of 
hell ;  creatures  that  are  fo  far  from  making  adequate 
returns,  that  they  are  perpetually  offending  their 
God  to  his  face  ;  and  every  day  receiving  bleffings 
from  him,  and  every  day  finning  againft  him.  O  ! 
aftonifhing  !  moft  aftonifhing !  This  wonder  is  poin- 
ted out  by  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  v/ho  bcft  knows  what 

is 
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is  truly  marvellous.  The  moji  High^  fays  he,  is  kind 
to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evil.  Luke  vi.  35.  Timr 
heavenly  Father  maketh  his  fun  to  rife,  on  the  evil  anddtt 
the  good ^  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  jufiand  on  the  unjufi^ 
Matt,  V.  45. 

It  need  afford  you  no  furprife,  if  my  fubjeft  fo 
overwhelms  me  as  to  difable  me  from  making  a  for* 
mal  application  of  it.  I  leave  you  to  your  own 
thoughts  upon  it.  And  I  am  apt  to  think  they  will 
conftrain  you  to  cry  but  in  a  confternation  with  me^ 
'  O !  the  amazing,  horrid,  bafe,  unprecedented  ingra- 
titude of  man!  And  O  I  the  amazing,  free,  rich, 
overflowing,  infinite,  unprecedented  goodnefe  of 
God !  Let  thefe  two  miracles  be  the  wonder  of  the 
whole  univerfe ! 

One  prayer,  and  I  have  done.     May  our  divine 

Benefactor,  among  his  other  bleflings,  bellow  upon 

us  that  of  a  thankful  heart,  and  enable  us  to  give 

^fincere,  fervent,  and  perpetual  praife  to  his  name, 

through  Jefus  Chrift,  his  unfpeakable  gift !    Amen^ 


SERMON 


>        SERMON     XXVI. 

THE  SUFFERINGSOF  CHRIST,  AND  THEIR  CONSEQUENT 

JOYS  AND  BLESSINGS. 


Isaiah  liii.  lo,  ii.     When  thou  Jhalt  make  his  foul  an 

(^ering  for  Jin^  he  Jhailfee  his  feed^  he  Jhall  prolong 

his  days^  and  the  ple^fure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  profper  in 

his  hand.     He  Jhall  Jke  oj  the  travail  ofhisjoul^  and 

Jhall  }pe  JatisjiedJ^ 

THIS  chapter  contains  a  moft  lively  and  moving^ 
account  of  very  tragical  fufFerings  ;  and,  if  we 
have  but  a  fmall  fhare  of  humanity,  we  cannot  hear 
it  without  being  afFeded,  even  though  we  did  not 
know  the  perfon  concerned.  Here  is  one  fo  mangled 
and  disfigured,  that  he  has  no  Jorm  or  comdinejs  ;  one 
dejpijed  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  Jorrows,  and  ac- 
quainted  with  griej ;  one  wounded,  hruijcd,  opprejfedy 
qfflided  ;  one  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  Jlaughter  ;  one  cut 
off  out  of  the  land  ^  the  living.  And  who  is  he  ?  Were 
he  an  enemy,  or  a  malefaftor,  we  could  not  but  pity 
him.  But  this  was  not  his  character ;  for  he  had  done 
no  violence,  neither  was  there  guile  Jound  in  his  mouth. 
And  he  was  fo  far  from  being  our  enemy,  that  he  hath 
borne  ourgriejs  and  carried  ourjorrows  ;  he  was  wound'- 
edjor  our  tranjgrejjions  ;  he  was  bruijedjor  our  i?iiquities, 
not  for  his  own.  Were  he  a  child  or  a  friend  that  had 
fuffered  fuch  things,  it  would  raife  all  our  mournful 
and  fympathizing  paffions  to  hear  the  hiftory. — But 
what  if  this  fliould  be  the  man  that  is  God^sjellow,  the 
Redeemer,  to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  moft  en- 
dearing 

*  The  Sermon  is  dated  Hanover  (a  county,  if  I  mi  (lake  not, 
in  Virginia)  July  ii,  1756;  and  is  evidently  a  Sacramental. 
Difcouric. 
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dearing  obligations  !  a  perfon  of  infinite  dignity  and 
perfeft  innocence,  our  beft  friend,  arid  only  Saviour ! 
What  if  it  fliould  be  he  ?  Would  not  this  move  vour 
hearts,  and  raife  all  your  tender  paffions  ?  Or  fliall  he 
die  in  fuch  agonies  unpitied,  unlamcnted,  unbeloved^ 
when  even  a  dying  criminal  excites  our  compaffion  ? 
What  do  you  think  would  be  the  iffue,  if  I  fhould 
make  an  experiment  of  this  to-day  ?  If  I  Ihould  make 
a  trial  what  weight  the  fuflferings  of  Jefus  will  have 
upon  your  hearts  ?  Do  you  think  the  reprefentatioa 
of  his  fufferings  and  love  would  have  any  effeft  upon 
you  ?  That  they  may  have  this  effeft  is  my  dcfign  in 
the  profecution  of  this  fubjeft ;  for  that  it  is  Jefus 
who  is  the  hero  of  this  deep  tragedy,  or  the  fubjecl 
of  thefe  fufferings,  we  may  learn  from  the  frequent 
application  of  paffages  quoted  from  this  chapter  to 
him  in  the  New  Teftament.  This  chapter  has  been 
a  fuccefsful  part  of  the  fcriptures  ;  and  there  are  fomc 
now  in  heaven  who  were  brought  thither  by  it. 
This  is  the  chapter  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  reading 
when  he  afked  Philip,  Of  whom fpeakeji  the  prophet  this! 
ofhimfelf  orfome  other  man?  And  Philip  opened  his 
mouthy  and  began  at  the  fame fcripturs^  and  preached  unto 
him  "Jefus  :  and  he  believed  with  all  his  hearty  and  was 
baptized  ;  and  went  on  his  way  homeward  and  heaven- 
ward rejoicing.  Afts  viii.  32,  35.  This  was  the  chm- 
ter  that  opened  to  the  penitent  Earl  of  Rochefter  the 
way  of  falvation  through  the  fufferings  of  Chrift, 
which  alone  relieved  his  mind  from  the  horrors  of 
guilt,  and  conftrained  him  to  hope  that  even  fuch  a 
ftnner  as  he  might  find  mercy.  O  !  that  it  may  have 
the  fame  effeft  upon  you,  my  brethren,  to-day,  that 
with  the  eunuch  you  may  return  home  rejoicing  ! 
The  defign  and  method  I  have  now  in  view  is  on- 
ly to  illuftrate  and  improve  the  feveral  parts  of  my 
text,  efpecially  thofe  that  reprefent  how  pleafing  and 
fatisfaftory  the  convcrfion  and  falvation  of  finners  by 
the  death  of  Chrift  is  to  him, 

I,  When 
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1.  When  *  ihoujhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  forfin.\ 
An  offering  for  fin,  is,  when  the  punifhment  of  fin 
is  transferred  from  the  original  offender  to  another, 
and  that  other  perfon  fuffers  in  his  ftead.  Thus  the 
Lord  Jefus  was  made  a  fin-offering  for  us.  The  pu- 
nifhment of  our  fm  was  transferred  to  him,  and  he 
bore  jt  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree.  He  became  our 
fiibflitute,  and  took  our  place  in  law,  and  therefore, 
the  penalty  of  the  law  due  to  us  was  executed  upon 
him.  It  is  in  this,  my  brethren,  that  we  have  any 
hope  of  falvation  ;  blood  for  blood,  life  for  life,  foul 
for  foul :  the  blood,  the  life,  the  foul  of  the  Son  of 
God,  for  the  blood  and  life,  and  foul,  of  the  obnox- 
ious criminal.  Here,  firs,  your  grateful  wonder  may 
begin  to  rife  upon  our  firft  entrance  on  this  fubjeft ; 
and  you  will  find  the  wonders  will  increafe  as  we  go 
along. 

You  fee  Jefus  prefented  an  offering  for  fin ;  and 
what  was  it  he  offered  ?  "  Silver  and  gold  he  had 
none,"  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  afhes 
of  heifers,  would  not  fuffice  ;  and  thefe  too  he  had 
not.  But  he  had  blood  in  his  veins,  and  that  fhall 
all  go ;  that  he  will  offer  up  to  fave  our  guilty  blood. 
He  had  a  foul,  and  that  was  made  an  offering  for  fin. 
His  foul  an  offering  for  fin  !  his  pure,  fpotlefs  foul !  his 
foul,  that  was  of  more  value  than  the  whole  univerfe 
befide  !  You  may  find  thofe  that  will  give  a  great 
many  things  for  the  deliverance  of  a  friend,  but 
who  will  give  his  foul  ?  his  foul  for  his  enemies  I — 
This  is  the  peculiar  commendation  of  the  love  of 
Jefus. 

His 

*  The  particle  here  rendered  when,  is  more  generally  render- 
ed if  \  and  then  the  lentence  will  read  thus  :  **  If  thou  (halt 
make  his  foul  an  offering  for  (in,**  the  confequence  will  be, 
that  *•  he  fhall  fee  his  feed,"  &c, 

'  +  Or,  "  When  thou  (halt  make  his  foul  fin.'*  It  is  a  common 
fcripture-phrafe,  whereby  a  (in -offering  is  called  fm.  And  it  is 
iometimcs  retained  in  our  tranflation,  particularly  in  i  Coy.  v. 
21.  '"  He  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  ;"  that  is,  a  fin-offciing  for 
us,  &c. 


V 
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His  foul  here  may  fignify  his  whole  human  nature  > 
in  which  fenfe  it  is  often  taken  in  the  facred  writings. 
And  then  the  meaning  is,  that  both  his  foul  and  bo- 
dy, or  his  whole  human  nature,  bore  the  punilhment 
due  to  us.  Or  his  foul  may  be  here  underftood  pro- 
perly for  his  rational  and  immortal  part,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  body }  and  then  the  meaning  is,  that  he 
fufFered  in  foul  as  well  as  in  body.  His  foul  fuffered 
by  the  forefight  of  his  fufFerings  ;  by  the  temptations 
of  the  devil ;  by  an  affefting  view  of  the  fins  of  men  ; 
and  efpecially  by  the  abfence  of  his  heavenly  Father. 
Hence,  when  his  body  was  untouched,  in  the  garden 
of  Gethfemane,  he  cries  out,  my  foul  is  exceedingly  far-* 
rowful^  even  unto  death  ;  and  elfewhere,  now  is  my  foul 
troubled.  In  fliort,  as  one  expreffes  it,  the  fufferings 
of  his  foul  was  the  foul  of  his  fufFerings.  T  he  fenfe 
of  bodily  pain  may  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  pleaiing 
fcnfations  of  divine  love.  So  fome  have  found  by 
happy  experience,  who  have  fuffered  for  righteout 
nefs-fake.  But  Jefus  denied  himfelf  that  happinefs 
which  he  has  given  to  many  of  his  fervants.  His  foul 
was  forrowful,  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death; 
and  all  this  for  fuch  finaera  as  we.  And  fhall  this  have 
no  weight  among  the  creatures  for  v/hom  he  endured 
all  this  ?  Make  an  experiment  upon  your  hard  hearts 
with  this  thought,  and  try  if  they  can  refift  its  ^rxtx^ 
^jT-Thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin.  Thou 
flxalt  make  ;  that  is,  thou,  the  great  God  and  Father 
of  all.  This  facrifice  is  provided  by  thy  wifdom  and 
grace,  and  appointed  by  thy  authority,  who  haft  3 
right  to  fettle  the  terms  of  forgivenefs  ;  and  there- 
fore may  be  fure  this  facrifice  is  acceptable ;  this 
atonement  is  fufficient.  This  method  of  (alvation  is 
thy  contrivance  and  eftablifliment,  and  therefore  va- 
lid and  firm.  Here,  my  brethren,  is  a  fure  founda- 
tion ;  here,  and  nowhere  elfe.  Can  you  produce  a 
divine  warrant  for  depending  on  your  own  righte- 
oufnefc,  or  any  thing  elfe  ?  No  ;  but  this  offering 
for  fin  is  of  divine  appointment,  and  therefore  you 

Vol.  II.  U  ^sca.^ 
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may  fafely  venture  youf  eternal  all  upon  it.  "  Come, 
ye  afflifted,  toffed  with  tempeft,  and  not  comforted ;" 
come  build  upon  this  rock,  and  you  fliall  never  fall. 
Or  the  w^ords  may  be  rendered.  When  hisfotdjhall 
make  an  offering  for  Jin.  *  And  in  this  fenfe  it  is  fig- 
nified  that  this  was  Chrift's  own  voluntary  a&.  He 
confented  to  the  arduous  undertaking :  he  confented 
to  be  our  fubftitute,  and  offered  himfelf  a  facrofice  for 
us.  He  was  under  no  previous  conftraint  ^  fubjeft 
to  no  compulfion.  This  he  tells  us  himfelf ;  No  man 
fakefh  my  life  from  me  ;  but  Hay  it  down  of  myfelf  John 
X.  1 8.  Thus  it  was  his  own  free  choice  j  and  this 
confideration  prodigioufly  enhances  his  love.  A  forc- 
ed favour  is  but  a  fmall  favour.  But  Jefus  willingly 
laid  down  his  life  when  he  had  power  to  keep  it.  He 
voluntarily  afcended  the  crofs,  when  he  might  have 
ftill  continued  on  his  throne.  He  was  abfolute  Lord 
and  Proprietor  of  himfelf,  under  no  obligations  to 
any,  till  he  affumed  them  by  his  own  confent.  When 
martyrs  have  died  in  the  caufc  of  righteouJ&iefs,  they 
did  but  what  was  their  previous  duty  ;  their  lives 
were  not  theirs,  but  his  who  gave  them,  his  to  whom 
they  devoted  them  ;  and  they  had  no  right  to  them 
when  he  demanded  them ;  nor  were  they  able  to 
proteft  them  againft  the  power  of  their  enemies.  But 
Jefus  refigned  what  was  his  own  abfolute  property ; 
and  he  refigned  his  life  when  it  was  in  his  power  to 
have  retained  it.  All  the  united  forces  of  earth  and 
hell  could  not  have  touched  his  life,  had  not  he  con- 
fented. As  with  one  word  he  fpoke  them  into  be- 
ing, fo  with  a  word  he  could  have  blafted  all  their 
powers,  or  remanded  them  into  nothing,  as  he  found 
them.  Of  this  he  gave  a  fpecimen,  when  by  faying 
/  am  he  (John  xviii.  6.)  I  am  the  defpifed  Nazarene 

whom 

*  The  reafon  of  this  ambiguity  is,  that  the  original  word  is 
the  fecond  perfon  mafculine,  and  the  third  perfon  feminine.  If 
taken  in  the  mafculine  gender,  it  mufl  be  applied  to  God  the 
Father ;  if  in  the  feminine,  to  the  foul  of  Chrift  ;  which  is-alfo- 
icminin^,  , 
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whom  yv*  are  feeking,  he  ftnick  an  armed  company 
down  to  i.ie  earth  ;  and  he  could  as  eafily  have  chain- 
ed them  there,  and  i^ever  fufFered  them  to  rife  more. 
Here  wa?  love  indeed,  that  he  Ihould  oflfer  himfelf  a 
voluntarv-  f 4f-dcvoted  facrifice !  and  if  he  made  his 
foul  an  ofTeiii.g  for  fin  when  he  was  not  obliged  to 
it,  will  not  you  voluntarily  love  and  ferve  him^  when 
you  are  obliged  to  it  j  obliged  by  all  the  ties  of  au- 
thority and  gratitude,  of  duty  and  intereft  ?  Let  me 
"bring  home  this  overture  to  your  hearts  :  will  you 
of  your  own  choice  devote  yourfelves  to  his  fervice, 
who  confented  to  devote  himfelf  a  viftim  for  ydttr 
fins  ?  Are  you  willing  to  live  to  him,  when  you  are 
bound  to  do  it ;  to  him  who  died  for  you,  when  he 
was  not  bound  to  do  it  ?  You  have  the  eafier  tafk  of 
the  two :  to  live  a  life  of  holinefs,  and  to  die  upon  a 
.  crofs,  are  very  different  things ;  and  will  you  not  do 
thus  much  for  him  ?  could  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
work  of  fupererogation,  or  an  overplus  of  obedience, 
methinks  this  overplus  of  love  might  confl:rain  you 
to  it ;  and  will  you  not  fo  much  as  honefl:ly  attempt 
that  which  you  are  bound  to  by  the  moft  fl:rong  and 
endearing  obligations  ?  if  you  reject  this  propofal, 
make  no  pretenfions  to  gratitude,  a  regard  to  the 
.  mofl:  facred  and  rightful  authority,  or  any  noble  dif- 
pofition.    You  are  funk  into  the  moft  fordid  and  ag- 
gravated  degree  of  wickednefs,  and  every  generous 
and  pious  paflion  is  extind:  within  you. 

Now  what  Ihall  be  the  confequence,  what  the  re- 
ward of  all  thefe  fufferings  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  he  endure 
all  this  in  vain  ?  Shall  he  receive  no  compenfation  ? 
Yes :  for, 

2.  My  text  tells  you  he  Jhall  prolong  his  days.  The 
felf-devoted  victim  fliall  have  a  glorious  refurreftion. 
His  days  were  cut  off  in  the  midft  j  but  he  rofc  again, 
and  fliall  enjoy  an  endlefs  length  of  happy  and  glo-  - 
rious  days.  That  he  was  once  dead  he  was  not  ama- 
med  to  own,  when  he  appeared  in  a  form  of  fo  much 
majefty  to  John.     Fear  not^  fays  he,  lam  thefirji  and 

the 
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the  loft :  lam  ie  that  liveth^  and  was  dead ;  and  behold, 
I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Rev.  i.  17,  18.  The  man  that 
hung  on  Calvary,  and  lay  dead  in  the  tomb  of  Jofcph 
of  Arimathea,  where  is  he  now  ?    O  !  he  has  burft 
the  bonds  of  death,  triumphed  over  the  grave,  and 
enjoys  an  immortaJ  life.     And  this  immortal  life  he 
fpends  in  a  ftation  of  the  moft  exalted  dignity  and 
perfeft  happinefs  for  ever.    See  !  Jefus,  who  was  made 
a  little  lower  than  the  angeis^  for  the  f tiering  ofdJeath^ 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour.  Heb.  ii.  9.  Becaufe  he 
humbled  hiwfelf  and  became  obedient  tmto  deaths  even  the 
death  of  the  crofs^  therefore  God  hath  highly  exalted  him, 
and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that 
at  the  name  of  yefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  and  every 
tongue  confefs.  Phil.  ii.  8 — 11.  It  was  for  this  end  that 
Chriji  both  died  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be 
Loj^d  both  of  the  dead  and  of  the  living.    Rom.  xiv.  ^. 
By  his  death  he  acquired  univerfal  government,  ami 
has  the  keys  of  the  vaft  invifible  world,  and  of  death 
that  leads  into  it.  Rev.  i.  18.    'I  his  was  a  great  part 
of  th^tjoy  which  was  fet  before  him,  for  the  fake  of  which 
he  endured  the  crofs,  dcfptfing  ihe  Jhamc.  Heb.  xii.  2.  * 
And  is  the  poor,  defpifed,  infulted,  crucified  Jefus 
thus  exalted  ?  Then  I  proclaim,  like  the  herald  before 
Jofeph,  when  advanced  to  be  prime  minifter  to  Pha- 
raoh, Bow  the  knee  !  fubmit  to  him,  ye  fons  of  men. 
He  has  bought  you  with  his  blood,  and  has  a  right 
to  your  fubjeftion  ;  therefore  yield  yourfelves  to  him. 
This  day  become  his  willing  fubjefts,  and  fvvear  al- 
legiance to  him  at  his  table.     To  him  let  every  knee 

bow 

♦  This  fentence,  "  he  fhall  prolong  his  days,"  is  othcrwife 


iUaii  lec  a  long-lived  leed,"  or  "  a  long  lucceuion  or  poiicniy* 
So  the  Seventy, — This  tranfiation  gives  a  ftri^er  connexion  and 
uniformity  to  the  words  with  the  preceding  and  following  fen- 
tcnccs.  And  in  this  fenfe  it  is  undoubtedly  true  :  for  Jefus  has 
always  had,  and  ever  will  have  fomc  fpiiitual  children  on  our 
guilty  globe  ;  and  neither  earth  nor  hell  (hall  ever  be  able  ta 
txtinguijfh  the  facred  race. 
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bow  in  this  affembly,  and  every  tongue  confefs^  that 
Jefus  is  Lord.  And  do  yoa  now  feel  your  hearts  be- 
gin to  yield  ?  Are  your  fouls  in  the  pofture  of  hum- 
ble homage  ?  Are  you  ready  to  fay  *  Lord  Jefus,  reign 
oyer  this  foul  of  mine  :  fee,  I  refign  it  as  the  wiBiiiff 
captive  of  thy  crofs.^*  Or  will  you  ftand  it  out  agaimt 
him  ?  Shall  your  hearts  and  prafbices,  as  it  were, 
fend  a  meflage  after  Mm,  now  when  he  is  advanced 
to  his  heavenly  throne,  We  will  not  have  this  man  to 
reign  over  us  ?  Then  I  proclaim  you  rebels,  wilful  in- 
excufable  rebels  againft  the  Supreme,  the  moft  right- 
ful, and  the  moft  gracious  government  of  Chrift ; 
and  if  you  continue  fuch,  you  muft  periih  for  ever 
by  the  fword  of  his  juftice,  without  a  pollibility  of 
efcaping.  You  cannot  rebel  againft  the  crucified  Je- 
fus with  impunity,  for  he  is  not  now  dying  on  the 
crofs,  or  lying  fenfelefs  in  the  grave.  He  hves  1  lie 
lives  to  avenge  the  affront.  He  lives  for  ever  to  pu- 
nifli  you  for  ever,  He  fhall  prolong  his  days  to  pro- 
long your  torment.  Therefore  you  have  no  alterna- 
tive, but  to  fubmit  to  him,  or  perifli. 

I  may  alfo  propofe  the  immortality  and  exaltation 
of  Chrift  to  you,  asf  an  encouragement  to  defpand- 
ing  fouls.  So  the  apoftle  ufes  it.  He  is  able  to  fave  to 
the  utter  mojl  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  ^feeing  he  ever 
liveth.  Heb.  vii.  25.  In  trufting  your  fouls  to  him, 
you  do  not  commit  them  to  a  dead  Saviour.  It  is 
true,  he  was  once'dead,  above  1700  years  ago;  but 
now  he  is  alive ;  and  behold,  he  liveth  for  evermore. 
He  lives  to  communicate  his  fpirit  for  your  fanftifi- 
cation  ;  he  lives  to  look  after  you  in  your  pilgrimage 
through  this  wildernefs  ;  he  lives  to  fend  down  fup- 
plies  to  you  ^according  to  your  exigencies ;  he  lives 
to  make  perpetual  interceffion  for  you  (which  is  the 
thing  the  apoftle  had  in  view)  to  plead  your  caufe, 
to  urge  your  claims  founded  on  his  blood,  and  to  fo- 
licit  bleiSngs  for  you.  He  lives  for  ever  to  make  you 
happy  for  ever.  And  will  you  not  venture  to  truft 
ypur  fouls  in  his  hand  ?  you  may  fafely  do  it  without 

fi^ar. 
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fear.  He  has  power  and  authority  to  proteft  you^ 
being  the  Supreme  Being,  Lord  of  all,  and  having  all 
things  fubjeded  to  him  ;  and  confequently,  nothing 
can  hurt  you  if  he  undertakes  to  be  your  guard.  Ye 
trembling  weaklings,  would  it  not  be  better  for  you. 
to  fly  to  him  for  refuge  than  to  ftand  on  your  own 
footing,  afraid  of  falling  every  hour  ?  He  can,  he  wilt 
fcpport  you,  if  you  lean  upon  him. 

And  does  not  he  appear  to  you  as  an  object  of  love 
in  his  exalted  ftate  ?  He  is  all-glorious,  and  deferve* 
your  love ;  and  he  is  ail  benevolence  and  mercy,  and 
therefore  felf-intereft,  one  would  think,  would  in- 
duce you  to  love  him ;  for  to  what  end  is  he  exalted  ? 
Ifaiah  will  tell  you, — ^He  is  exalted  that  he  may  have 
mercy  upon  you.  Ifai.  xxx.  1 8.    He  has  placed  himfelf 
upon  his  throne,  as  upon  an  eminence,  may  I  fo  fpeak, 
:  that  he  may  more  advantageoufly  fcatter  blefiings 
among  the  needy  crowd  beneath  him,  that  look  up 
•  to  him  with  eager,  wifhful  eyes,  like  the  lame  beggar 
on  Peter  and  John,  expecting  to  receive  fpniething 
from  him.    And  ftiall  not  fuch  grace  and  bounty,  in 
one  fo  highly  advanced  above  you,  excite  your  love  ? 
Certainly  it  muft,  unlefs  that  the  principle  of  grati- 
tude be  loft  in  your  breafts. 

Finally,  May  I  not  propofe  the  exaltation  and  im- 
mortality of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  an  objeft  of  congra- 
tulation to  you  that  are  his  friends  ?  Friends  natural- 
ly rejoice  in  the  honours  conferred  upon  one  ano- 
ther, and  mutually  congratulate  each  other's  fuccefs. 
And  will  not  you  that  love  Jefus  rejoice  with  him, 
that  he  is  not  now  where  he  once  was  ;  not  hanging 
on  a  painful  and  ignominous  crofs,  but  feated  on  a 
glorious  throne ;  not  infulted  by  the  rabble,  but 
adored  by  all  the  heavenly  armies  ;  not  pierced  with 
a  crown  of  thorns,  but  adorned  with  a  crc%vn  of  un- 
fading glory  ;  not  opprefled  underloads  of fufFerings, 
but  exulting  in  the  fulnefs  of  everlafting  joys  !  Muft 
you  not  rdoice  that  his  fufFerings  for  you  had  fo 
happy  an  ifiuc  with  regard  to  himielf  ?    O  !  can  you 

be 
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be  funk  in  forrow  while  your  head  is  exalted  to  fo  much 
glory  and  happinefs,  and  that  as  a  reward  for  thelhame 
and  pain  he  endured  for  you  !  Methinks  a  generous 
fympathy  fliould  afFeft  all  his  members  ;  and  if  you 
have  no  reafon  to  rejoice  on  your  own  account,  yet  re- 
joice for  your  head :  fliare  in  the  joys  of  your  Lord* 

Thus  you  fee  Jefus  Chrift  has  obtained  the  richell 
reward  in  his  own  perfon.     But  is  this  all  ?  Shall  his 
fufFerings  have  no  happy  confequences  with  regard  : 
to  others ;  in  which  he  may  rejoice  as  well  as  for 
himfelf  ?  Yes  ;  for, 

3.  My  text  tells  you  that  He  Jhall  fee  his  feed.  He 
fhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul^  and  mall  be  fatisfied : 
and  the  pleafiire  of  the  Lord  fliall  profper  in  his  hand. 
What  an  emphatical  variety  of  expreflions  are  here  , 
to  fignify  the  pleafure  which  Chrift  takes  in  obferv-  . 
ing  the  happy  fruits  of  his  death,  in  the  falvation  of 
many  of  the  ruined  fons  of  men ! 

He  fhall  fee  his  feed.  By  his  feed  are  meant  the 
children  of  his  grace,  his  followers,  the  fincere  pro- 
feffors  of  his  religion.  Tlie  difciples  or  followers  of 
a  noted  perfon,  for  example,  a  prophet  or  philofo-  - 
pher,  are  not  feldom  denominated  his  feed  or  chil- 
dren.— Thefe  words  are  parallel  to  thofe  fpoken  by 
himfelf,  in  the  near  profpeft  of  his  fufFerings  ;  Verily y 
verily^  I  fay  unto  you^  except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the 
ground^  and  die^  it  abideth  alone  :  but  if  it  die,  it  bring-- 
eth  forth  much  fruit.  John  xii.  24.  So  unlefs  Jefus 
had  fallen  to  the  ground  and  died,  he  would  have 
abode  alone  ;  he  would  have  poffeffed  his  native  hea- 
ven in  folitude,  as  to  any  of  the  fons  of  Adam :  but , 
now  by  his  dying,  and  lying  entombed  in  the  ground, 
he  has  produced  a  large  increafe.  One  dying  Chrift 
has  produced  thoufands,  millions  of  Chriftians.  His 
blood  was  prolific ;  it  was  indeed  "  the  feed  of  the 
church."  *    And,  bleffed  be  God,  its  prolific  virtue 

is 

♦  It  was  a  proverb  in  the  primitive  times,  that  "  The  blood 
of  the  Martyrs  was  the  fjed  of  the  Church  ;"  but  never  could 
it  be  applied  with  fo  much  propriety  as  to  the  blood  q€  C\\x\^» 
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is^  not  yet  failed.  His  ^iritual  fe^  have  been  grow- 
ing up  from  age  to  age ;  and  O  the  delightful  thought ! 
they  have  fprung  tip  in  this  barren  foil,  though  das  ! 
they  too  oft^n  appear  thin  and  withering*  Thefe 
tender  plants  of  righteoufnefs  have  fprung  up  in  fome 
of  your  families  ;  and  I  truft,  a  goodly  number  of 
them  are  here  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord  to-day.  If 
you  fearch  after  the  root,  you  will  find  it  rifes  from 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  and  it  is  his  blood  that  gives  it 
nourifliment.  Jefus  came  into  our  world,  and  flied 
the  blood  of  his  heart  on  the  ground,  that  it  might 
produce  a  crop  of  fouls  for  the  narveft  of  eternal  glo- 
ry :  and  without  this,  we  could  no  more  expeft  it 
than  wheat  without  feed  or  moifture.  A  part  of  this 
feed  is  now  ripened  and  gathered  into  the  granary 
of  heaven,  like  ajhock  of  corn  csme  in  in  his  feafon*  An- 
other part  is  ftill  in  this  unfriendly  climate,  fuffering 
the  extremities  of  winter,  covered  with  fnow,  nipt 
with  froft,  languifliing  in  drought,  and  trodden  un- 
der foot.  Such  are  you,  the  plants  of  righteoufnefs, 
that  now  hear  me.  But  you  are  ripening  apace,  and 
your  harveft  is  juft  at  hand.  Therefore  bear  up  un- 
der the  feverities  of  winter ;  for  that  coldnefs  of 
heart,  that  drought  for  want  of  divine  influences, 
thofe  ftorms  of  temptation,  and  thofe  oppreflions  that 
now  tread  you  down,  will  ere  long  be  over.  O  ! 
when  fhall  we  fee  this  heavenly  feed  fpring  up  in  this 
place,  in  a  more  extenfive  and  promifing  degree  ? 
When  you  travel  through  the  country,  in  this  tem- 
perate feafon,  with  which  God  has  blefled  our  coun- 
try that  was  parched  and  languifliing  laft  year,  how 
agreeable  is  the  furvey  of  wide  extenfive  fields,  pro- 
mifing plenteous  crops  of  various  kinds !  And  O ! 
fliall  we  not  have  a  fruitful  feafon  of  fpiritual  feed 
among  us  !  May  I  accommodate  the  words  of  Jefus 
to  this  aflembly.  Lift  up  your  eyes^  and  look  on  the  fields  ; 
for  they  are  'white  already  to  harvefi  !  John  iv.  35.  O  ! 
is  the  happy  feafon  come,  when  we  fliall  fee  a  large 
crop  of  converts  in  this  place  !    Then  welcome  thou 

long- 
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long-expeftcd  feafon  !  But  alas  !  is  not  this  a  flatter- 
ing hope  ?  is  it  not,  on  the  other  hand,  a  barren  fea- 
fon with  us  ?  is  not  the  harveft  paft  and  the  fummer 
over,  while  fo  many  are  not  faved  ?  O !  the  melan- 
choly thought !  If  it  has  been  fo  with  us  for  fome 
time,  O  let  us  endeavour  to  make  this  a  fruitful  day ! 

We  may  perhaps  more  naturally  underftand  this 
metaphor  as  taken,  not  from  the  feed  pf  vegetables, 
but  from  that  of  man  j  and  fo  it  fignifies  a  pofterity, 
which  is  often  called  Seed.  This  only  gives  us  an- 
other view  of  the  fame  cafe.  Spiritual  children  are  ri- 
fing  up  to  Chrift  from  age  to  age,  from  country  to 
country :  and  blefled  be  his  name,  the  fucceflion  is 
not  yet  at  an  end,  but  will  run  on  as  long  as  the  fun 
endureth.  Spiritual  children  are  daily  begotten  by 
his  word  in  one  part  of  the  world  or  other ;  and 
even  of  this  place  it  may  be  faid,  "  that  this  and  that 
man  was  born  here."  And  are  there  none  among 
you  now  that  feel  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth,  and 
about  to  be  added  to  the  number  of  his  children  ?  O 
that  many  may  be  born  to  him  this  day !  O  that  this 
day  we  mav  feel  the  prolific  virtue  of  that  blood 
which  was  med  above  1700  years  ago  ! 

He  jhall  fee  his  feed.  It  is  a  comfort  to  a  dying 
man  to  fee  a  numerous  offspring  to  keep  up  his  name, 
and  inherit  his  eftate.  This  comfort  Jefus  had  in  all 
the  calamities  of  his  lire,  and  in  all  the  agonies  of 
death ;  and  this  animated  him  to  endure  all  with 
patience.  He  faw  fome  of  his  fpiritual  children  weep- 
ing around  him  while  hanging  on  the  crofs.  He  look- 
ed forward  to  the  end  of  time,  and  faw  a  numerous 
offspring  rifing  up  from  age  to  age  to  call  him  blelTed, 
to  bear  up  his  name  in  the  world,  and  to  fhare  in 
his  heavenly  inheritance.  And  O  !  may  we  not  in- 
dulge the  pleafing  hope,  that  from  his  crofs  he  caft  a 
look  towards  Hanover  in  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  and 
that  in  his  laft  agonies  he  was  revived  with  this  re- 
flection, '  I  fee  I  fhall  not  die  in  vain  :  I  fee  my  feed 
difperfed  over  the  world,  and  reaching  the  wilds  of 
Vol.  II.  X  America.* 
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America.  I  forefee  that  a  number  of  them,  towards 
the  end  of  the  worldj  will  meet  in  Hanover,  grate- 
fully to  commemorate  the  fuficrings  I  am  now  en- 
during, and  devote  themfelves  to  me  for  ever/  O  ! 
my  brethren,  will  you  not  afford  the  blefled  Jefus 
this  pleafure  ?  it  is  but  little,  very  little,  for  aU  the 
tortures  he  bore  for  you :  your  fins  has  given  him 
many  a  wound,  many  a  pang,  and  will  you  not  now 
grant  him  this  fatisfaftion  ?  But  the  crofs  is  not  the 
only  place  from  whence  he  takes  a  view  of  his  fpiri- 
tual  feed.  He  is  now  exalted  to  his  throne  in  the 
higheft  heavens  ;  and  from  thence  he  takes  a  wide 
furvey  of  the  univerfe.  He  looks  down  upon  our 
world :  he  beholds  kings  in  their  grandeur,  viftori- 
ous  generals  with  all  their  power,  nobles  and  great 
men  in  all  their  pomp ;  but  thefe  are  not  the  objefts 
that  beft  pleafe  his  eyes.  *'  He  fees  his  feed,**  he  fees 
one  here,  and  anrither  there,  bought  with  his  blood, 
and  born  of  his  fpirit ;  and  this  is  the  moft  delightful 
iight  our  world  can  afford  him.  Some  of  them  may 
be  oppreflcd  with  poverty,  covered  with  rags,  or 
ghaftly  with  famine :  they  may  make  no  great  figure 
in  mortal  eyes ;  but  he  loves  to  look  at  them,  he 
cftcems  them  as  his  children,  and  the  fruits  of  his  dy- 
ing pangs.  And  let  me  tell  you,  his  eyes  are  upon 
this  aflcmbly  to-day  ;  and  if  there  be  one  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  feed  among  us,  he  can  diftinguifli  him  in  the 
crowd.  He  fees  you  drinking  in  his  words  with  ea- 
ger ears ;  he  fees  you  at  his  table  commemorating 
his  love ;  he  fees  your  hearts  breaking  with  peniten- 
tial forrows,  and  melting  at  his  crofs.  And  O !  fliould 
we  not  all  be  felicitous  tnat  we  be  of  that  happy  num- 
ber on  whom  his  eyes  are  thus  gracioufly  fixed ! 

But  thefe  are  not  the  only  children  whom  he  de- 
lights to  view ;  they  are  not  all  in  fuch  an  abject, 
imperfect  fl:ate.  No,  he  fees  a  glorious  company  of 
them  around  his  throne  in  heaven,  arrived  to  matu- 
rity, enjoying  their  inheritance,  and  refembling  their 
divine  Parent.  How  does  his  benevolent  heart  rejoice 
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to  look  over  the  immenfe  plains  of  heaven,  and  fee 
them  all  peopled  with  his  feed !  When  he  takes  a 
view  of  this  numerous,  oflspring,  fprung  from  his 
blood,  and  when  he  looks  down  to  our  world,  and 
we  hope,  to  this  place  among  others,  and  fees  fo 
many  infants  in  grace,  gradually  advancing  to  their 
adult  age ;  when  he  fees  fome,  perhaps  every  hour 
fince  he  died  upon  Calvary,  entering  the  gites  of 
heaven,  having  iiniflied  their  courfe  of  education  up- 
on earth  ;  I  fay  when  this  profpecl  appears  to  him 
on  every  hand,  how  does  he  rejoice  !  Now  the  pro- 
phecy in  my  text  is  fulfilled,  Hejhallfec  of  the  travail 
ofhisfoul^  andjhall  befatisfed.  If  you  put  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  benevolent  heart  into  language,  me- 
thinks  it  is  to  this  purpofe, '  It  is  enough  ;  fince  my 
death  has  been  fo  fruitful  of  fuch  a  glorious  pofl:erity, 
I  am  fatisfied.  If  finners  will  fubmit  to  me,  that  1 
may  fave  them,  if  they  will  but  fuflFer  me  to  make 
them  happy,  I  defire  no  other  reward  for  all  my  ago- 
nies for  them.  If  this  end  be  but  anfwered,  I  do  not 
at  all  repent  of  my  hanging  on  the  tree  for  them/ 
O  firs,  mufl:  not  your  hearts  melt  away  within  you, 
to  hear  fuch  language  as  this  ?  See  the  flxength  of 
the  love  of  Jefus  !  if  you  be  but  faved,  he  does  not 
grudge  his  blood  and  life  for  you.  Your  falvation 
would  make  amends  for  all.  He  aflcs  no  other  re- 
ward from  you  than  that  you  will  become  his  fpi- 
ritual  feed,  and  behave  as  children  towards  him- 
This  he  would  count  the  greatefl:  joy  ;  a  joy  more 
than  equivalent  to  all  the  pains  he  endured  for  you. 
And,  O  !  my  brethern,  will  you  not  afford  him  this 
joy  to-day  ?  This  is  a  point  I  have  much  at  heart,  and 
therefore  I  muft  urge  it  upon  you  ;  nay,  I  can  take  no 
denial  in  it.  Jefus  has  done  and  futFered  a  great 
deal  for  you  ;  and  has  gratitude  never  confl:rained 
you  to  enquire  how  you  can  oblige  him-?  or  what 
you  fliall  do  for  him  in  return  ?  If  this  be  your  enqui- 
ry, you  have  an  anfwer  immediately :  devote  your- 
feivs  to  his  fervice,  love  and  obey  him  as  his  dutiful 
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children,  that  he  may  fave  you.  If  you  would  oblige 
him,  if  you  would  give  him  full  fatisfaftion  for  all 
the  forrows  you  have  caufed  him,  do  this ;  do  this 
or  nothing ;  for  nothing  elfe  can  pleafe  him.     Sup- 
pofe  he  fliould  this  day  appear  to  you  in  that  form  in 
which  he  once  was  feen  by  mortals,  fweating  great 
drops  of  blood,  accufed,  infulted,  bruifed,  fcourged, 
racked  upon  the  crofe  ;  and  fuppofe  he  fhoiild  turn 
to  you  with  a  countenance  full  of  love  and  pity,  and 
drenched  with  blood  and  tears,  and  addrefs  you  in 
fuch  moving  language  as  this  ;    '  See  1  finners,  fee 
what  I  fufFer  for  you ;  fee  at  what  a  dear  rate  I  pur- 
chafe  your  life  ;  fee  how  I  love  you.  And  now  I  have 
only  this  to  aj(k  of  you  in  return,  that  you  would  for- 
fake  thofe  murderous  fins  which  thus  torment  me  ; 
that  you  would  love  and  ferve  me ;  and  accept  of  that 
falvation  which  I  am  now  purchafing  for  you  with 
the  blood  of  my  heart ;  this  I  afk  with  aU  the  impor- 
tunity of  my  laft  breath,  of  bleeding  wounds,  and 
expiring  groans.     Grant  me  but  this,  and  I  am  fatif- 
fied ;  I  fliall  think  all  my  fufferings  well  bellowed.*  I 
fay,  fuppofe  he  fliould  addrefs  you  thus  in  perfon, 
what  anfwer  would  he  recieve  from  this  aflembly  ? 
O  !    would  you  not  all  cry  out  with  one  voice, 
*  Lord  Jefus,  thou  haft  overcome  us  with  thy  love ; 
here  we  confent  to  thy  requeft.  Prefcribe  any  thing, 
and  we  will  obey.     Nothing  can  be  a  fufficient  com- 
penfation  for  fuch  dying  love.' — Well,  my  brethren, 
though  Jefus  be  not  here  in  perfon,  yet  he  makes  the 
lame  requeft  to  you  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel, 
he  makes  the  fame  requeft  by  the  fignificant  repre- 
fentation  of  his  fufferings,  juft  about  to  be  given  by 
facramental  figns  ;  and  therefore  make  the  fame  an- 
fwer  now,  which  you  would  to  himfelf  in  perfon.  He 
has  had  much  grief  from  Hanover  ere  now  j  many 
fins  committed  here  lay  heavy  upon  him,  and  brui- 
fed and  wounded  him  :  and  O  i  will  you  not  afford 
him  joy  this  day  ?  Will  you  not  give  him  the  fatif- 
fadion  he  defires?  His  eyes  are  now  running  throug:h 

this 


Serm.  26,    and  their  confeqtcent  Ble/Jin^.  157 

this  affembly,  and  fliall  he  not  fee  of  the  travai^  of 

his  foul  ?     Shall  he  not  fee  the  happy  fruits  of  his 

death  ?  there  is  joy  in  heaven  at  the  converfion  of 

one  iinner,  and  Jefus  has  a  principal  fhare  in  the  joy. 

And  will  you  endeavour  to  rob  him  of  it  ?    If  you 

rejeft  his  propofal,  the  language  of  your  conduft  is^ 

*  He  flidl  have  no  caufe  of  joy,  as  far  as  I  can  hinder 

it ;  he  £hall  however  have  none  from  me :  all  his 

fufferings  fliall  be  in  vain,  as  far  as  I  can  render  them 

fo/  And  are  you  not  flioeked  at  fuch  blafphemy  and 

bafe  ingratitude  ?  The  happinefs  of  his  exalted  ftate 

confifts  in  a  great  degree  in  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the 

defigns  of  his  death  accompliftied  in  the  converfion 

and  falvation  of  finners  ;  and  therefore  by  denying 

him  this  you  attempt  to  degrade  him,  to  rob  him  of 

his  happinefs,  and  to  make  him  once  more  a  man  of 

forrows.     And  can  you  venture  upon  fuch  impiety 

and  ingratitude  ?    I  tell  you,  fijrs,  it  will  not  do  for 

you  to  profefs  his  name,  to  compliment  him  with 

the  formalities  of  religion,  and  to  be  Chriftians  in 

pretence,  while  you  do  not  depart  from  iniquity, 

and  while  your  hearts  are  not  fired  with  his  love. 

He  takes  no  pleafure  in  feeing  fuch  fpurious  feed, 

that  have  no  refemblance  to  their  pretended  Father  ; 

but  he  will  difown  them  at  laft  as  he  did  the  Jews, 

and  tell  them,  Te  are  of  your  father  the  devil^  whqfe 

works  ye  do.     John  viii.  44. — The  thing  in  which  he 

would  rejoice,  and  which  I  am  inculcating  upon  you, 

is,  that  as  penitent  helplefs  finners  you  would  call 

yourfelves  entirely  upon  the  merit  of  his  atonement, 

devote  yourfelves  to  his  fervice,  and  fubmit  to  him 

as  your  Lord ;  that  is,  that  you  would  become  true, 

genuine,  fincere  chriftians.    This,  and  nothing  fiiort 

of  this,  would  afford  him  pleafure  ;  and  can  you  re- 

fufe  it  to  him  ;  efpecially  when  it  will  afford   the 

greateft  pleafure  to  yourfelves  ?  Permit  me,  my  dear 

brethren,  to  infift  upon  it,  that  you  rejoice  the  heart 

of  the  bleffed  Jefus  to-day.  I  requeft  you  in  his  name 

and  ftead ;  and  to  which  of  you  flxall  I  make  the  re- 

qucil 
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queft  with  fuccefs  ?  Will  you,  the  freeborn  defcend- 
ants  of  Britons,  gratify  him  in  this  ?  Or  if  you  refufe, 
behold  I  turn  to  the  Gentiles.  Some  of  you,  poor 
negroes,  have,  I  hope,  rejoiced  the  heart  of  Chrift,  by 
fubmitting  to  him  as  your  Saviour  ;  and  are  there 
no  more  among  you  that  will  do  him  this  kindnefs  ? 
O !  can  any  of  you  bear  the  thought  of  refufing  ? 
He  bore  the  black  crimes  of  many  a  poor  negroe ;  and 
now  he  is  looking  upon  you  to  fee  what  return  you 
will  make  him.  Come  then,  ye  that  are  at  once 
flaves  to  men  and  flaves  to  fin,  let  the  Son  make  you 
free^  and  you  Jhall  be  free  indeed :  he  will  deliver  you 
from  fin  and  Satan,  the  word  of  matters,  and  bring 
you  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  his  children. 

Here  I  would  for  a  while  drop  my  addrefs  to  the 
noble  principle  of  gratitude,  and  endeavour  to  work 
upon  that  of  felf-love,  which,  though  lefs  noble,  is 
more  ftrong  in  degenerate  creatures.  In  afibrding^ 
Chrift  this  pleafure,  you  will  afford  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  to  yourfelves ;  for  it  is  your  happinefs,  your 
falvation  that  he  rejoices  in,  and  therefore  in  grieving 
him  you  ruin  yourfelves.  Accept  of  him  as  your 
Saviour  and  Lord,  and  you  fliall  be  happy  for  ever  ; 
but  if  you  reject  him,  you  are  for  ever  undone  :  he 
will  not  fave  you,  and  where  will  you  look  for  a  Sa- 
viour ?  To  which  of  the  faints,  to  which  of  the  angels 
will  you  turn  ?  Alas  !  they  all  will  caft  you  off  if 
Chrift  renounces  you.  If  you  will  not  fuffer  him  to 
rejoice  over  you  in  doing  you  good,  he  will  rejoice 
over  you  in  doing  you  evil :  he  will  glorify  himfelf 
in  your  deftruftion  :  he  will  pleafe  himfelf  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  juftice  upon  you.  The  flames  of  hell  will 
burn  dreadfully  bright  to  refleft  the  fplendors  of  his 
perfections.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  afford 
him  joy  at  your  converfion  this  day,  he  will  reward 
you  for  ever ;  he  will  reward  you  with  all  the  un- 
fpeakable  joys  of  heaven. 

Here  then  is  a  twofold  cord  to  draw  you  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  love  of  Chrift  and  the  love  of  yourfelves ; 

and 
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and  one  would  think  fuch  a  cord  could  not  eafily  be 
broken.  Can  any  of  you  refift  the  united  force  of 
gratitude  and  felf-intereft  ?  Are  you  fo  unnatural  as 
to  fin  againft  Chrift,  and  againft  your  own  life  ;  to 
ruin  yourfelves  rather  than  oblige  him  ?  Who  would 
think  that  the  once  noble  nature  of  man  ihould  ever 
be  capable  of  fuch  a  degree  of  degeneracy  ?  And  O ! 
who  would  have  thougnt  that  the  Son  of  God  would 
lay  down  his  life,  or  even  entertain  one  benevolent 
thought  for  fuch  bafe  ungrateful  creatures  that  care 
fo  little  for  him,  or  even  for  their  own  true  intereft  ? 
I  muft  bring  this  matter  to  a  fliort  iffue  ;  and  it  is 
this  J  you  muft  either  afford  Chrift  this  generous 
pleafure,  by  receiving  and  fubmitting  to  him  this  day, 
or  you  will  return  home  under  the  additional  guilt  of 
rejefting  him,  and  doing  all  you  could  to  reduce  him 
into  mifery  again  ;  and  if  you  continue  fuch,  which 
alas  !  is  not  improbable,  you  muft  feel  his  eternal  re- 
fentments,  and  perifh  for  ever  under  the  weight  of 
his  righteous  vengeance.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  an- 
other part  of  the  text. 

The  pleafure  of  the  Lord  jhall profper  in  his  hand.  It 
is  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  that  nnners  fliould  be  fa- 
ved  through  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  I  fay, 
through  the  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  for  he  is  de- 
termined they  fliall  not  be  faved  in  any  other  way  ; 
he  is  determined  that  thofe  who  refufe  to  be  faved 
in  this  way,  fliall  not  be  faved  at  all ;  becaufe  their 
falvation  in  any  other  way  would  not  be  confiftent 
with  the  glory  of  his  perfections ,  the  honour  of  his 
government,  and  his  charafter  as  the  fupreme  Magi- 
ftrate  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  his  honour  and  glory  are 
of  more  importance  than  the  happinefs  of  all  created 
worlds ;  and  therefore  their  happinefs  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  any  way  inconfiftent  with  it.  But  through 
the  mediation  of  Chrift  finners  may  be  faved,  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  honour  of  the  divine  perfedions 
and  government  fecured,  and  even  illuftrated.  He 
has  made  atonement  for  fin,  and  anfwered  the  de- 
mands 
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mands  of  the  divine  law  and  juftice ;  fo  that  God 
can  now  be  juft,  and  yet  juftify  him  that  believeth 
in  Jefus.    Hence  God  is  in  Chriji  ;  obferve  in  Chrift, 
rccGnciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  2  Cor.  v.  1 9,  His  heart 
is  fet  on  it ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  fcheme  aiFords 
him  the  greateft  pleafure.   It  is  not  only  your  ihter- 
eft,  but  your  duty  to  be  faved.     It  is  as  much  your 
duty  to  enter  into  heaven  as  to  pray,  or  to  perform 
any  other  part  of  religion.     And  your  deftruftion 
will  not  only  be  your  righteous  punifliment,  but  your 
fin  ;  the  moft  criminal  fclf-murder.     God  has  been 
pleafed  to  interpofc  his  authority,  to  give  greater 
force  to  the  principle  of  felfJove.    Your  intereft  has 
this  additional  recommendation,  that  it  is  your  du- 
ty ;  and  you  fin  againft  God  in  ruining  yourfelves. 
Here  again  my  fubjeft  leads  me  to  addrefs  myfelf  to 
the  united  principles  of  gratitude  and  felf-love.  Will 
you  not  afford  the  Lord  that  made  you  this  benevo- 
lent  pleafure  ?     Will  you  not  gratify  him  in  this, 
when  it  is  your,  happinefs  he  feeks  ?  Has  neither  the 
pleafure  of  God  nor  your  own  immortal  interefl  any 
weight  with  you?  Is  fin  dearer  to  you  than  both?  Alas! 
if  you  are  not  to  be  wrought  upon  by  confiderations 
drawn  from  the  love  of  God,  or  love  to  yourfelves, 
from  gratitude  of  felf-interefl,  from  what  topic  fliall  I 
reafon  with  you  ?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  you  are  no  long- 
er to  be  dealt  with  as  reafonable  creatures,  but  as  na- 
tural brute-beafls,  made  to  be  taken  and  deflroyed. 
This  work  of  faving  finners,  God  has  entrufi:ed  to 
Jefus  Chrifl ;  and  he  has  chofen  a  very  proper  perfon 
for  fo  grand  and  difficult  an  undertaking.    The  plea- 
fure of  the  Lordjhall  profper  in  his  hand^  or  under  his 
management.  He  knows  how  to  carry  on  the  fcheme 
to  the  beft  advantage.    The  work  has  been  going  on 
from  Adam  to  this  day,  in  fpite  of  ail  oppofition ; 
and  it  is  not  now  at  a  ftand.    O  that  it  may  profper 
among  you,  my  dear  people!  O  that  thefacred  1  rinity, 
and  all  the  angels  on  high,  may  look  down  with  plea- 
fure this  day  on  this  guilty  fpot,  rejoicing  to  fee  the 
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grand  fcheme  of  falvation  fuccefsfully  going  on !  My 
brethren,  will  you  not  fall  in  with  the  dcfign  ?  A  de- 
fign  fo  favourable  to  yourfelves.  Will  you  not  all 
concur  to  promote  it,  and  carry  it  into  execution 
upon  a  child,  a  friend,  a  neighbour,  and  efpecially 
upon  yourfelves  ?  Or  will  you  fet  yourfelves  againft 
the  Lord,  and  againft  his  Anointed,  by  refufing  to 
fall  in  with  this  fcheme  ?  Will  you  join  in  the  con- 
fpiracy  againft  it  with  the  malevolent  powers  of  hell, 
who  oppofe  it  with  all  their  might,  becaufe  it  tends 
to  your  falvation  ?  You  readily  concur  in  any  fcheme 
for  your  temporal  advantage,  and  why  not  in  this  ? 
Is  the  happinefs  of  heaven  the  only  kind  of  happinefs 
that  you  are  carelefs  about  ?  Is  the  falvation  of  your 
immortal  foul  the  only  deliverance  for  which  you 
have  no  defire  ?  Alas !  are  you  become  fo  ftupidly 
wicked  ? 

This  fubjeft  affords  ftrong  confolation  to  fuch  of 
you  as  have  complied  with  the  method  of  falvation 
through  Chrift,  fince  the  falvation  of  finners  in  this 
way  is  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  ;  and  fince  it  is  en- 
trufted  to  the  faithful  and  fkilful  hands  of  Chrift,  un- 
der whofe  management  it  will  profper,  you  may  be 
fure  his  pleafure  will  be  accompliflied  with  refpea  to 
you,  and  that  the  divine  fcheme  fliall  be  carried  into 
complete  execution,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition.  There- 
fore rejoice  in  your  fecurity,  and  blefs  his  name  to 
whom  you  owe  it. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  few  advices  adapted  to  this 
folemn  facramental  occafion. 

The  table  of  the  Lord  is  juft  about  to  be  fpread 
among  us.  This  is  another  inftance  of  the  grace  and 
benevolence  of  Chrift  ;  for  to  remember  him,  who 
is  the  defign  of  this  ordinance,  is  not  only  your  duty, 
but  your  privilege  and  happinefs.  The  remembrance 
of  him  has  virtue  in  it  to  refrefh  your  fouls,  to  heal 
your  wounded  confciences,  and  to  revive  your  lan- 
guifliing  graces.  Hence  it  is  that  this  ordinance  is 
not  only  a  memorial  of  Chrift,  but  a  feaft  for  your 
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refrefliment  and  fupport ;  and  confequently  his  mak- 
ing it  a  Handing  ordinance  in  his  church  is  a  ftanding 
evidence  of  his  good-will  to  his  people  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  It  is  true  it  is  an  inftitution  little  re- 
garded, even  in  the  chriftian  world :  to  many  the  ta- 
ble of  the  Lord  is  contemptible,  or  they  ftand  by  and 
gasse  at  it  as  unconcerned,  or  curious  fpeftators. 
But  this  does  not  depreciate  it,  nor  is  it  a  reafon 
why  you  flbould  defei*t  it.  Come,  ye  children, 
crowd  round  your  Father's  table  to-day.  Let  Jefus 
fee  his  feed  feafting  together  in  commemoration  of 
him,  and  in  mutual  love  with  one  another.  Let  him 
now  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  the  children  with 
whom  he  travailed  as  in  birth  ;  let  him  now  fee  a 
goodly  company  of  them  around  his  table,  that  he 
may  be  fatisfied.  Let  me  remind  you  that  you  have 
caufed  him  many  an  heavy  hour,  and  much  pain  and 
forrow ;  therefore  let  him  in  return  have  pleafure 
aiid  fatisfaftion  from  you  this  day.  O  !  rejoice  the 
heart  you  have  often  broken,  and  let  there  be  joy  in 
heaven  over  you.  Let  the  angels  that  are  miniftering 
to  the  faints,  and  that  are  no  doubt  hovering  unfeen 
over  this  affembly,  viewing  thofe  humble  memorials 
of  that  Saviour  whom  they  behold  without  a  veil  in 
his  native  heaven,  let  them  carry  up  glad  tidings  to 
their  Lord  this  evening,  and  tune  their  harps  above 
to  higher  drains  of  joy  and  praife.  And  O !  that  the 
loft  fheep  would  this  day  return,  that  their  kind  Shep- 
herd may  rejoice  over  th^em  :  he  came  from  heaven, 
in  fearch  of  you,  and  will  you  keep  out  of  his  way,  and 
fear  falling  into  his  hands  ?  Let  wandering  prodigals 
return,  that  there  may  be  joy  in  your  Father's  houfe, 
whofe  arms  are  ftretched  out  to  embrace  you,  and 
who  is  looking  after  you  with  eager  eyes.  O  let 
the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  profper  among  us  this  day, 
??nd  it  will  be  a  day  gratefully  to  be  remembered  to 
all  eternity. 

This  ordinance  is  alfo  a  feal  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  J  therefore  come  to  it  this  day  to  renew  your 
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contrad  with  your  God  and  Saviour  ;  to  take  him 
for  your  God,  and  to  give  up  yourfelves  to  him  as 
his  people,  in  an  everlafting  covenant  never  to  be  for- 
gotten.  Make  a  fure  covenant ;  call  heaven  and  earth, 
God,  angels,  and  men  to  be  witnefs  to  it  and  feal  it 
with  the  memorials  of  your  dying  Redeemer.  You 
had  need  to  make  it  firm,  for  much  depends  upon 
it ;  and  you  have  much  to  go  through  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Chriftian  life  ;  to  conflift  with  power- 
ful temptations ;  to  die ;  to  ftand  at  the  fupremc 
tribunal ;  thefe  are  the  things  you  are  to  go  through ; 
and  you  cannot  pafs  through  them  with  honour  or 
fafety,  unlefs  you  make  fure  of  an  intereft  in  God, 
and  give  up  your  all  into  his  hands. 

This  inftitution  is  alfo  intended  to  cultivate  the 
communion  of  the  faints  ;  and  therefore,  as  children, 
you  are  to  fit  down  at  the  table  of  your  common  Fa- 
ther, with  hearts  full  of  ardent  love  to  mai^kind,  and 
efpecially  to  the  houfliold  of  faith.  Let  no  angry  or 
malicious  paffion  pollute  this  facred  feaft  ;  but  be  all 
charity  and  benevolence,  like  that  Redeemer  whofe 
death  you  celebrate. 

Finally,  You  are  now  to  renew  your  vows  and 
obligations  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  to  walk  in  his  ways 
all  the  days  of  your  life.  See  that  you  enter  into 
them  with  an  entire  dependance  upon  his  ftrength : 
and  O  !  remember  them  afterwards,  to  carry  them 
into  execution.  One  would  think  that  all  traitors 
would  be  for  ever  deterred  from  fitting  down  at  the 
Lord's  table,  by  the  fliocking  example  of  Judas,  the  firft 
hypocrite  that  profaned  it.  And  O  !  one  would  think 
that  vows,  made  in  fo  folemn  a  pofl^re,  and  with  the 
emblems  of  Chrift's  body  and  blood  in  your  hands,, 
would  not  foon  be  forgotten  as  trifles.  It  is,  me- 
thinks,  as  an  exploit  of  wicfcednefs  to  be  capable  of 
this  ;  and  none  of  you,  I  hope,  are  hardy  enough  to 
venture  upon  it. 


SERMQN 


SERMON      XXVII. 


LIFE    AND  IMMORTALITY  REVEALED  IN  THE  GOSPEL. 


1  Tim.  i.  i  o.    And  hath  brought  life  and  immortalify  to 

light  by  the  gofpeU  * 

SO  extenfive  have  been  the  havock  and  devaftati- 
on  which  death  has  made  in  the  world  for  near 
fix  thoufand  years,  ever  fince  it  was  firft  introduced 
by  the  fin  of  man,  that  this  earth  is  now  become  one 
vaft  grave-yard,  or  burying-place  for  her  fons.  The 
many  generations  that  have  followed  upon  each  other, 
in  fo  quick  a  fucceflion  from  Adam  to  this  day,  are 
now  in  the  manfions  under  ground.  And  there  mull 
we  and  all  the  prefent  generation  fleep  ere  long.  Some 
make  a  Ihort  journey  from  the  womb  to  the  grave  : 
they  rife  from  nothing  at  the  creative  fiat  of  the  Al- 
mighty, and  take  an  immediate  flight  into  the  world 
of  fpirits,  without  an  intermediate  ftate  of  probation. 
Like  a  bird  on  the  wing,  they  perch  on  our  globe, 
reft  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  year,  and  then  fly  off  for 
fome  other  regions.  It  is  evident,  thefe  were  not 
formed  for  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent  fl:ate,  where 
they  make  fo  fliort  a  fl:ay ;  and  yet  we  are  fure  they 
are  not  made  in  vain  by  an  all-wife  Creator ;  and 
therefore  we  conclude  they  are  young  immortals, 
that  immediately  ripen  in  the  world  of  fpirits,  and 
there  enter  upon  fcenes,  for  which  it  was  worth  their 
while  coming  into  exiftence.  Others  fpring  up  and 
bloom  for  a  few  years  ;  but  they  fade  away  like  a 
flower,  and  are  cut  down.  Others  arrive  at  the  prime 
or  meridian  of  human  life ;  but  in  all  their  ftrength 

and 
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and  gaiety,  and  amid  their  hurries  and  fchemes,  and 
promiling  profpecls,they  are  furprized  by  the  arreft  of 
death,  and  laid  ftifF,  fenfelefs,  and  ghaftly  in  the  grave, 
A  few  creep  into  their  beds  of  duft  under  the  burden 
of  old  age  and  the  gradual  decays  of  nature.  In  fhort, 
the  grave  is  the  place  appointed  for  all  living  ;  the  ge- 
neral rendezvous  of  all  the  fons  of  Adam,  There 
the  prince  and  the  beggar,  the  conqueror  and  the 
flave,  the  giant  and  the  infant,  the  fcheming  politi- 
cian and  the  fimple  peafant,  the  wife  and  the  fool. 
Heathens,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Chriftians,  all  lie 
equally  low,  and  mingle  their  duft  without  diftinc- 
tion.  There  beauty  in  all  its  charms  putrifies  into 
ftench  and  corruption,  and  feeds  the  vileft  infefts. 
There  the  fturdy  arm  of  youth  lies  torpid  and  be- 
numbed, unable  to  drive  oflF  the  worms  that  crawl 
through  their  frame,  and  riot  upon  their  marrow. 
There  lie  our  anceftors,  our  neighbours,  our  friends, 
our  relatives,  with  whom  we  once  converfed,  and 
who  were  united  to  our  hearts  by  ftrong  and  en- 
dearing ties ;  and  there  lies  our  friend,  the  fpright- 
ly,  vigorous  youth,  whofe  death  is  the  occafion  of 
this  funeral  folemnity.  This  earth  is  over-fpread 
with  the  ruins  of  the  human  frame  :  it  is  an  huge 
carnage,  a  vaft  charnel-houfe,  undermined  and  hol- 
lowed with  the  graves,  the  laft  mansions  of  mortals. 
And  fhall  thefe  ruins  of  time  and  death  never  be 
repaired?  Is  this  the  final  ftate  of  human  nature? 
Are  all  thefe  millions  of  creatures,  that  were  fo  curi* 
oufly  formed,  that  could  think,  and  will,  and  exer- 
cife  the  fuperior  powers  of  reafon,  are  they  all  utter- 
ly extinct,  abforbed  into  the  yawning  gulph  of  anni- 
hilation, and  never  again  to  emerge  into  life  and  ac- 
tivity ?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  the  expoftulation  of  the 
pfalmift  upon  this  fuppofition,  feems  unavoidable ; 
Lord^  wherefore  haft  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  ?  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  47.  It  v/as  not  worth  while  to  come  into 
being,  if  it  muft  be  refigned  fo  foon.     The  powers 
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of  reafon  were  thrown  away  upon  us,  they  were  giv- 
en only  for  the  low  purpofes  of  the  prefent  life. 

But  my  text  revives  us  with  heavenly  light  to 
fcatter  this  tremendous  gloom-  Jefus  hath  abolifli'ed 
death,  overthrown  its  empire,  and  delivered  its  cap- 
tives ;  and  he  haib  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
by  thegofpel. 

Life  and  immortality  here  feem  to  refer  both  to 
the  foul  and  the  body,  the  two  conftituents  of  our 
perfon.  As  applied  to  the  body,  life  and  immortali- 
ty fignify,  that  though  our  bodies  are  diffolved  at 
death,  and  return  into  their  native  elements,  yet 
they  fhall  be  formed  anew  with  vaft  improvements,, 
and  raifed  to  an  immortal  exiftenc^ ;  fo  that  they 
dall  be  as  though  death  never  had  had  any  power 
over  them ;  and  thus  death  {hall  be  aboliflied,  anni- 
hilated, and  all  traces  of  the  ruins  it  had  made  for 
ever  difappear,  as  though  they  had  never  been.  It 
is  in  this  fenfe  chiefly  that  the  word  Immortality^  or 
Incorruptibility^  *  is  made  ufe  of  in  my  text.  But  then 
the  refurreclion  of  the  body  fuppoles  the  perpetual 
exiftence  of  the  foul,  for  whofe  fake  it  is  raifed  : 
therefore  life  and  immortality,  as  referring  to  the 
foul,  fignify  that  it  is  immortal,  in  a  ftrift  and  pro- 
per fenfe  ;  that  is,  that  it  cannot  die  at  all,  or  be  dif- 
folved like  the  body  ;  but  it  lives  in  the  agonies  of 
the  dying  animal ;  it  lives  after  the  diflblution  of 
the  animal  frame  in  a  feparate  Hate  ;  it  lives  at  the 
refurredion  to  re-animate  the  new-formed  body  ; 
and  it  lives  for  ever,  like  its  immortal  Parent,  and 
fhall  never  be  diffolved  nor  annihilated.  In  this  com- 
plex fenfe  we  may  underftand  the  immortality  of 
which  my  text  fpeaks. 

Now  it  is  to  the  gofpel  that  we  owe  the  clear  dif- 
covery  of  immortality  in  both  thefe  fenfes.  As  for 
the  refurrection  of  the  dead,  which  confers  a  kind 
of  immortality  upon  our  immortal  bodies,  it  is  alto- 
gether the  difcovery  of  divine  revelation.    The  light 
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of  nature  could  not  fo  much  as  give  a  hint  of  it  to 
the  moft  fagacious  philofophers  in  the  heathen  worlid. 
They  did  not  hope  for  it  as  poffible,  much  lefs  be- 
Ueve  it  as  certain.  And  when,  among  other  import- 
ant doftrines  of  pure  revelation,  it  was  firft  preached 
to  them  by  St.  Paul,  their  pride  could  not  bear  th« 
mortification  of  being  taught  by  a  tent-maker  what 
all  their  ftudies  had  not  been  able  to  mfcover  ;  and 
therefore  rejefted  it  with  fcorn,  and  ridiculed  it  as  a 
new-fangled  notion  of  the  fuperftitious  Jews.  This 
feems  to  have  been  an  entire  fecret  to  "all  nations 
j(except  the  Jews)  till  the  light  of  Chriftianity  dawn- 
ed upon  the  world.  They  bade  an  eternal  farewell 
to  their  bodies,  when  they  dropped  them  in  the 
grave.  They  never  expefted  to  meet  them  again 
in  all  the  glorious  improvements  of  an  happy  re- 
furrection.  But  that  divine  revelation  from  whence 
we  learn  our  religion,  opens  to  us  a  brighter  prof- 
ped: ;  it  ftrengthens  our  eyes  to  look  forwards  thro' 
the  glooms  of  death,  and  behold  the  many  that  fleep 
in  the  dull  awaking ;  fome  to  everlajiing  Hfej  and  fome 
to  Jhame  and  everlajiing  contempt.  Dan.  xii.  2.  It  af- 
fures  us,  that  the  hour  is  comings  when  all  that  are  in  the 
grave  Jhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God^  and  Jhall 
come  forth  ;  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the  refurre£lion 
of  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  to  the  refurreclion 
^f  damnation.  John.  v.  28.  Therefore,  be  it  known 
unto  thee,  O  Death,  thou  king  of  terrors,  that  though 
we  cannot  now  refift  thy  power  nor  efcape  thy  arreft, 
yet  we  do  not  furrender  ourfelves  to  thee  as  helplefs, 
irredeemable  prifoners.  We  fliall  yet  burft  thy  bonds, 
and  obtain  the  vidory  over  thee.  And  when  we 
commit  the  dull  of  our  friends  or  our  own  to  thee, 

0  grave,  know,  it'is  a  trull  depofited  in  thy  cullody, 
to  be  faithfully  kept  till  called  for  by  Him  who  was 
once  a  prifoner  in  thy  territories,  but  regained  his 
liberty,  and  triumphed  over  thee,  and  put  that  fong 
•ofvidory  into  the  mouths  of  all  his  followers,  0 
death,  where  is  thy  Jling  ?  0  grave,  where  is  thy  vi6lory  ? 

1  Cor.  XV.  55.  As 
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As  for  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  chriftiln  philo- 
^tophers  find  it  no  difficulty  to  eftablifti  it  upon  the 
plain  principles  of  f eafon.  Their  arguments  are  fuch 
as  thefe  ;  and  I  think  they  are  conciufive :  1  hat  the 
foul  is  an  immaterial  fubftance,  and  therefore  cannot 
perifh  by  diffolution,  like  the  body ;  that  the  foul  is 
a  fubftance  diflinft  from  the  body,  and  therefore  the 
difiblution  of  the  body  has  no  more  tendency  to  de- 
ftroy  the  foul,  than  the  breaking  of  a  cage  to  deftroy 
the  bird  enclofed  in  it ;  that  God  has  implanted  in 
the  foul  the  innate  defire  of  immortality  ;  and  that 
as  the  tendencies  of  nature  in  other  inftances  and  in 
other  creatures  are  not  in  vain,  this  innate  defire  is 
an  indication  that  he  intended  it  for  an  immortal  du- 
ration ;  that  as  God  is  the  moral  Governor  of  the  ra- 
tional world, there  muft  be  rewards  and  punifliments, 
and  therefore  there  muft  be  a  future  ftate  of  retribu- 
tion ;  for  we  fee  mankind  are  now  under  a  promif- 
cuous  providence,  and  generally  are  not  dealt  with 
according  to  their  works ;  and  if  there  be  a  future 
ftate  of  retribution,  the  foul  muft  live  in  a  future 
ftate,  otherwife  it  could  not  be  the  fubjeft  of  rewards 
and  punifliments.  Thefe  and  the  like  topics  of  ar- 
gument have  been  improved  by  the  friends  of  im- 
mortality, to  prove  that  important  doftrine  beyond 
all  reafonable  fufpicion.  And  becaufe  thefe  arguments 
from  reafon  feem  fufficient,  fome  would  conclude 
that  we  are  not  at  all  obliged  to  the  chriftian  revela- 
tion in  this  refpeft.  But  it  fhould  be  confidered  that 
thofe  are  not  the  arguments  of  the  populace,  the 
bulk  of  mankind,  but  of  a  few  philofophic  ftudious 
men.  But  as  immortality  is  the  prerogative  of  all 
mankind,  of  the  ignorant  and  illiterate,  as  well  as  bf 
the  wife  and  learned,  all  mankind,  of  all  ranks  of  uri- 
derftanding,  are  equally  concerned  in  the  doftrine  of 
immortality ;  and  therefore  a  common  revelation 
was  neceffary,  which  would  teach  the  ploughman  and 
the  mechanic,  as  well  as  the  philofopher,  that  he  was 
formed  for  an  immortal  exiftence,  and  confequently 

that 
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that  it  is  his  grand  concern  to  fit  himitelf  for  a  hap- 
pinefs  beyond  the  grave,  as  lalting  as  his  nature. 
Now,  it  is  the  gofpei  alone  that  iliakes  this  impoi't* 
ant  difcovery  plain  and  obvious  to  all.  It  muft  alfo 
be  confidered,  that  men  may  be  able  to  demonftrate 
a  truth  when  the  hint  is  but  once  given,  which  they 
would  never  have  difcovered,  nor  perhaps  fufpeftedj 
without  that  hint.  So  when  the  gofpei  of  Chrijl  has 
brought  immortality  to  lights  our  chriftian  philofophers 
.  may  fupport  it  with  arguments  from  reafoii ;  but  had^ 
they  been  deftitute  of  this  additional  light,  they 
would  have  been  loft  in  perplexity  and  uncertainty, 
or  at  beft  have  been  advanced  to  no  further  than 
plaufible  or  probable  conjedures.  Perfons  may  be 
affifted  in  their  fearches  by  the  light  of  revelation ; 
but,  being  accuftomed  to  it,  they  may  miftake  it  for 
the  light  of  their  own  reafon  ;  or  they  may  not  be 
fo  honeft  and  humble  as  to  acknowledge  the  affifr. 
ance  they  have  received.  The  fureft  way  to  know 
what  mere  unaffifted  reafon  can  do,  is  to  inquire 
what  it  has  aftually  done  in  thofe  fages  of  the  hea-* 
then  world  who  had  no  other  guide,  and  in  whom 
it  was  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of  improvement. 
Now  we  find,  in  faft,  that  though  fome  philofophers 
had  plaufibilities  and  prefumptions  that  their  fouls 
fhould  exift  after  the  diffolution  of  their  bodies,  yet 
that  they  rather  fuppofed,  or  wiftied,  or  thought  it 
probable,  than  firmly  believed  it  upon  good  evidence* 
The  Socratefes,  the  Platos,  and  the  Ciceros,  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  after  all  their  fearches,  were  more  per- 
plexed on  this  point,  than  a  plain  common  chriftian 
of  the  ftnalleft  intelleftual  improvements  in  our  land 
of  evangelical  light.  Whoever  reads  their  writings 
upon  this  fubjeft  will  find,  when  they  draw  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  fouFs  exiftence  after  death,  it  is  often 
from  extravagant  and  chimerical  premifes  ;  fuch  ag 
the  pre-exiftence  of  human  fouls,  their  fucceffive  trant 
migration  from  body  to  body,  their  being  literally 
particles  of  the  Deity,  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Vol.  II.  Z  Anima 
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Anima  Mundij  the  univerfal  foul  of  the  world,  &c.  All 
thefe  premifes.  want  the  fupport  of  proper  evidence } 
and  fome  of  them  are  dire^tiy  fubverfive  of  the-pro- 
per  notion  of  a  future  fiate,  as  a  fiate  of  rewards  and 
puniihments.     Sometimes  indeed  they  feem  to  rea* 
fon  from  better  principles  ;  but  then  they  ftill  hefi- 
tate  about  the  conclufion,  and  fluftuate  between  the 
prefumptions  for  it  and  the  obje<Mons  againft  it, 
Socrates  was  confeffedly  the  brighteft  charafter  in 
the  heathen  world,  and  feemed  to  have  the  faireft  , 
claim  of  any  among  them  to  the  honour  of  a  martyr 
for  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue  ;  and  yet  even  hc^ 
when  making  his  defence  before  his  Judges,  fpeaks  in 
the  language  of  uncertainty  and  perplexity.  '  Death,' 
fays  he,  *  either  reduces  us  to  nothing,  and  entirely 
deftroys  all  fcnfe  and  confcioufnefs  ;  or,  as  fome  fay, 
it  conveys  us  from  this  world  into  fome  other  region/ 
Thus,  ftanding  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  he  was  not 
affured  whether  he  was  not  about  to  leap  into  the 
hideous  gulph  of  annihilation,  or  to  pafs  into  fome 
vital  region  replete  with  inhabitants.  When  he  was 
condemned,  his  laft  words  to  the  court  were  thefe  : 
'  It  is  time  for  us  to  part ;  I,  that  I  may  fuffer  death; 
and  you,  that  you  may  enjoy  life  :  but  which  of  us 
has  the  happier  lot,  is  known  only  to  God/    Poor 
•  hpneft  Socrates !  how  happy  hadft  thou  been,  hadft 
thou  but  enjoyed  one  glimmering  of  that  heavenly 
fight  which  multitudes  among  us  defpife  1    My  bre- 
thren, let  us  be  thankful  for  our  fupcrior  advantages, 
and  let  us  prize  and  improve  that  precious  gofpel> 
which  gives  us  full  information  in  this  important 
point,  and  renders  the  meaneft  chriftian  wifer  in  this 
refpecl  than  Socrates  himfelf. 

My  prefent  delign  is  not  to  propofe  arguments  for 

the  convidion  of  your  judgments,  which  I  hope  you 

do  not  fo  much  need  ;  but  I  fliall  give  you  fome  idea 

.    of  immortality,  in  both  the  fenfes  I  have  mentioned^ 

and  then  improve  it. 

Let  us  firft  look  through  the  waftes  and  gloonw 
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of  death  and  the  grave  to  the  glorious  dreadfiil 
morning  of  the  relurre&ion.  At  the  all-alarming^ 
clangor  of  the  laft  trumpet,  Adam,  and  the  fleeping 
millions  of  his  pofterity  ftart  into  fudden  life.  The  hour 
is  comings  in  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  Jhall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  Jhall  come  forth  ;  they 
that  have  done  good  to  the  refurredion  of  life,  and  they  thai 
have  dene  evil  to  the  refurreilion  of  damnation.  John  v.  28. 

Then,  my  brethren,  your  duft  and  mine  fhall  be 
organized,  and  re-animated  ;  and  though  after  ourjkin 
ivorms  dejlroy  thefe  bodies,  yet  in  our  flejh  Jhall  we  fee  God. 
Job  xix.  26.  Then  this  corruptible  Jhall  put  on  incorruption^ 
and  this  mortal  Jhall  put  on  immortality,  i  Cor.  xv,  53. 

And  may  not  the  profpeft  alarm  us,  and  fet  us 
upon  earneft  preparation  for  thefe  important  fcenes  ? 
Shall  we  take  fo  much  care  of  our  bodies  in  this 
mortal  ftate,  where,  after  all  our  care,  they  muft 
foon  fall  to  duft,  and  become  the  prey  of  worms,  and 
fliall  we  take  no  care  that  they  may  have  a  happy 
and  glorious  refurreftion  !   What  does  it  fignify  how 
they  are  fed  or  dreffed,  while  they  are  only  fatten- 
ing for  worms,  and  the  ornaments  of  drefs  may  be 
our  winding-fheet  ?  What  does  this  fignify,  in  com- 
parifon  with  their  doom  at  the  great  rifing  day,  and 
their  ftate  through  eternity  ?  My  brethren,  you  muft 
not  let  Jin  reign  in  your  mortal  bodies  now,  that  you  Jhould 
obey  it  in  the  lujls  thereof,  if  you  would  have  them  rai- 
fed  holy  and  happy  in  that  awful  morning  ;  but  you 
muft  confecrate  your  bodies,  and  keep  them  holy  as 
the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  yield  your  mem-- 
hers  as  injtruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto  God.     Can  you 
flatter  yourfelves  that  bodies  polluted  with  filthy  lufts 
and  fenfual  gratifications  fliall  ever  be  admitted  into 
the  regions  of  perfect  purity  ?  It  would  be  an  unna- 
tural element  to  fuch  depraved  conflitutions.     Shall 
thofe  feet  ever  walk  the  cryftal  pavement  of  the  New 
Jerufalem,  which  have  been  accuftomed  to  run  into 
the  foul  paths  of  fin  ?  Shall  thofe  tongues  ever  join  the 
fongs  of  heaven,  which  have  been  oftener  employed? 

in 
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in  fwearing  and  imprecation,  the  language  of  iiell, 
than  in  prayer  and  praiie  ?  Shall  thofe  ears  ever  be 
charmed  with  celefiial  mufic,  which  have  not  liften« 
cd  with  pleafure  and  cagerncdTs  to  the  joyful  found  of 
the  gofpel,  but  were  entertained  with  the  fong  of 
drunkards,  the  loud  unthinking  laugh,  and  the  im- 
pure jeft  ?  Are  thofe  knees  likely  to  bow  in  delight- 
nil  homage  before  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb 
on  high,  which  have  not  been  ufed  to  the  pofture  of 
petitioners  at  the  throne  of  grace  on  earth  ?  Arc 
thofe  members  likely  to  be  the  inftruments  of  an  hea- 
venly fpirit,  in  the  exercifes  of  that  bleffed  ftate, 
which  have  not  been  "  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs 
unto  holinefs"  in  this  ftate  of  trial  and  difcipline  ? 
No,  my  brethren,  this  is  not  at  all  probable,  even  to 
a  fuperficial  inquirer ;  and  to  one  that  thinks  deep- 
ly, and  confults  right  reafon  and  the  lacred  fcrip- 
tures,  this  appears  utterly  igj^ffible.  Therefore 
take  warning  in  time.  Methinks  this  confideration 
might  have  fome  weight^  even  with  epicures  and 
fenlualifts,  who  confider  themfelves  as  mere  animals, 
and  make  it  their  only  concern  to  provide  for  and 

gratify  the  flefli.  Unlefs  you  be  religious  now,  un- 
fs  /you  now  deny  yourfelves  of  your  guilty  plea- 
fures,  not  only  your  foul,  that  neglefted  difregarded 
trifle,  muft  perifli ;  but  your  body,  your  dear  body, 
your  only  care,  muft  be  wretched  too ;  your  body 
muft  be  hungry,  thirfty,  pained,  tortured,  hideoufly 
deformed,  a  mere  fyftem  of  pain  and  loathfomenefe. 
But  if  you  now  keep  your  bodies  pure,  and  ferve 
God  with  them,  and  with  your  fpirits  too,  they  will 
bloom  for  ever  in  the  charms  of  celeftial  beauty ; 
they  will  flourifli  in  immortal  youth  and  vigour  1 
they  will  for  ever  be  the  receptacles  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  fenfations  of  pleafure.  And  will  you  not  deny 
yourfelves  the  fordid  pleafures  of  a  few  years,  for  the 
lake  of  thofe  of  a  blefled  immortality  ? 

But  let  me  give  you  a  view  of  immortality  of  a 
more  noble  kind,  the  proper  immortality  of  the  fouL 

And 
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And  here,  what  an  extenfive  and  iUuftrious  prplped: 
opens  before  us !  look  a  little  way  backward,  and 
your  fight  is  loft  in  the  darknels  of  non-exiftence.  A 
few  years  ago  you  were  nothing.  But  at  the  creative 
fiat  of  the  Almighty,  that  little  fpark  of  being,  the- 
foul,  was  ftruck  out  of  nothing ;  and  now  it  warmii 
your  breaft,  and  animates  the  machine  of  fle£b.  But 
ihall  this  glimmering  fpark,  this  divina  partUtda 
aura^  ever  be  extinguiflied  ?  No ;  it  will  furvive  the 
ruins  of  the  univerfe,  and  blaze  out  into  immortality  t 
it  will  be  coeval  with  the  angels,  the  natives  of  hca-. 
ven,  and  the  Indigena,  the  original  inhabitants  of  the* 
world  of  fpirits ;  nay  with  the  great  Father  of  fpirits 
himfelfi  The  duration  of  your  fouls  will  run  on  from- 
its  firft  commencement,  in  parallel  lines  with  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  Deity.  What  an  inheritance  is  this  en- 
tailed upon  the  child  of  duft,  the  creature  of  yefter*- 
day  !  Here  let  us  paufe, — make  a  ftand, — ^and  take  ak 
furvey  of  this  majeftic  profpeft !  This  body  mufti 
foon  moulder  into  duft,  but  the  foul  will  live  unhurt^ 
untouched,  amid  all  the  diffolving  ftruggles  and  con- 
vulfions  of  animal  nature.  Thefe  heavens  Jhall  pafs 
away  with  a  great  noife  ;  thefe  elements  Jhall  melt  with 
fervent  heat ;  the  earthy  and  the  things  that  are  therein^ 
Jhall  be  burnt  up  ;  i  Peter  iii.  i  o.  but  this  foul  Ihall 
live  fecure  of  exiftence  in  the  univerfal  defolation  ; 

"  Unhurt  amidft  the  war  of  elements, 

"  The  wrecks  of  matter,  and  the  crufh  of  woilds." 

And  now,  when  the  prefent  fyftem  of  things  is  dif- 
folved,  and  Time  fliall  be  no  more.  Eternity,  bound- 
lefs  eternity,  fucceeds  ;  and  on  this  the  foul  enters  as 
on  its  proper  hereditary  duration.  Now  look  for-r 
ward  as  far  as  you  will,  your  eyes  meets  with  no 
obftruclion,  with  nothing  but  the  immenfity  of  the 
profpeft :  in  that,  indeed,  it  is  loft,  as  extending  in- 
finitely beyond  its  ken.  Come,  attempt  this  arithme- 
tic of  infinits,  and  exhauft  the  power  of  numbers  : 
let  millions  of  millions  of  ages  begin  the  vaft  compu- 
tation ;  multiply  thefe  by  the  ftars  of  heaven ;  by  the 
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paitides  of  duft  in  tkis  huge  globe  of  earth ;  by  the 
drops  of  water  in  all  the  vaft  oceans,  rivers,  lakes, 
and  fprings  that  are  fpread  over  the  globe  ;  by  all 
the  thou^ts  that  have  rifen  in  fo  quick  a  fucceflion 
in  the  minds  of  men  and  angels,  from  their  firft  cre- 
atioii  to  this  day  ;  make  this  computation,  and  then 
look  forward  through  this  long  line  of  duration,  and 
contemplate  your  future  felves  :  flill  you  fee  your- 
fdvcs  •  in  exifl:ence ;  ftill  the  fame  perfons  ;  ftiU  en- 
dowed with  the  fame  confcioufhefs,  and  the  feme 
capacities  for  happinefs  or  mifery,  but  vaftly  enlarg- 
ed ;  as  much  fuperior  to  the  prefent  as  the  capacities 
of  an  adult  to  thofe  of  a  new-born  infant,  or  an  em- 
bryo in  the  womb.  Still  will  you  bloom  in  immortal 
youth,  and  are  as  far  from  an  end  as  in  the  firft  mo- 
ment of  your  exiftence.  O  firs,  methinks  it  may 
ftartle  us  to  view  our  future  felves  fo  changed,  fo 
hnprovedj  removed  into  fuch  difierent  regions,  affo- 
dated  with  fuch  ftrange  unacquainted  beings,  and 
fixt  in  fuch  different  circumftances  of  glory  or  terror, 
of  happinefs  or  mifery. 

Men  of  great  projefts  and  fanguine  hopes  are  apt 
to  fit  and  paufe,  and  take  an  imaginary  furvey  of 
what  they  will  do,  and  what  they  will  be  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  life.  But  then  death,  like  an  apparition, 
fiarts  up  before  them,  and  threatens  to  cut  them  off 
in  the  midft  of  their  purfuit.  But  here  no  death 
threatens  to  extinguifli  your  being,  or  fnap  the  thread 
of  your  exiftence ;  but  it  runs  on  in  one  continued 
cverlafting  tenor.  What  a  vaft  inheritance  is  this, 
nnalienably  entailed  upon  every  child  of  Adam !  What 
importance,  what  value,  does  this  confideration  give 
to  that  neglefted  thing  the  foul !  W  hat  an  awful 
being  is  it  ?  Immortality  !  What  emphafis,  what 
grandeur  in  the  found  !  Immortality  is  fo  vaft  an  at* 
tribute,  that  it  adds  a  kind  of  infinity  to  any  thing 
to  which  it  is  annexed,  however  infignificant  in  other 
refpefts  :  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  want  of  this 
would  degrade  the  moft  exalted  being  into  a  trifle* 
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The  higheft  angd,  if  the  creature  of  a  day,  or  a  thou- 
(and  years,  what  would  he  be  ?  A  fading  flower,  a 
vanifhing  vapour,  a  flying  ihadow.  When  his  day 
or  his  thoufand  years  are  paft,  he  is  as  truly  nothing 
as  if  he  had  never  been.  It  is  little  matter  what  be- 
comes of  him  :  let  him  ftand  or  fall,  let  him  be  hap- 
py or  miferable,  it  is  juft  the  &me  in  a  little  tidie  j 
he  is  gone,  and  there  is  no  more  of  him ;  no  traces 
of  him  left.  But  an  immortal !  a  creature  that  ihall 
never,  never,  never  ceafe  to  be !  that  fhall  expand  his 
capacities  of  action,  of  pleafure  or  pain,  through  an 
everlafting  duration  !  what  an  awful,  important  be- 
ing is  this  ! — ^And  is  my  foul,  this  little  fpark  of  rea- 
fon  in  my  breaft,  is  that  fuch  a  being  ?  I  tremble  at 
myfelf .  I  revere  my  own  dignity,  and  am  flruck  with 
a  kind  of  pleafing  horror  to  view  what  I  muft  be. 
And  is  there  any  thing  fo  worthy  of  the  care  of  fuch 
a  being  as  the  happindfs,  the  everlafling  happinefs  of 
my  immortal  part  ?  What  is  it  to  me,  who  am  form- 
ed for  an  endlefs  duration,  what  I  enjoy,  or  what 
I  muft  fufier  in  this  vanifhing  ftate  ?  Seventy  or  eigh- 
ty years  bear  not  the  leaft  imaginable  proportion  to 
the  duration  of  fuch  a  being ;  they  are  too  inconfi- 
derable  a  point  to  be  feen ;  mere  cyphers  in  the  com- 
putation. They  do  not  bear  as  much  proportion  as 
the  fmall  duft  that  will  not  turn  the  balance,  to  this 
vaft  globe  of  earth,  and  all  the  vafter  globes  that  roll 
in  their  orbits  through  the  immenfe  fpace  of  the 
univerfe. 

And  what  fhall  become  of  me  through  this  im- 
mortal duration  ?  This,  and  this  only,  is  the  grand 
concern  of  an  immortal ;  and  in  comparifon  of  it,  it 
does  not  deferve  one  thought  what  will  become  of 
me  while  in  this  vanifhing  phantom  of  a  world.  For 
confider,  your  immortality  will  not  be  a  ftate  of  in- 
fenfibility,  without  pleafure  or  pain ;  you  will  not 
draw  out  an  ufelefs  inaftive  exiftence  in  an  eternal 
ftupor,  or  a  dead  fleep.  But  your  fouls  will  be  active 
as  long  as  they  exift  \  and  as  I  have  repeatedly  ol>. 
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fcrved,  ftill  retain  all  their  capacities  ;  nay,  their  ca- 
pacities will  perpetually  enlarge  with  an  eternal 
growth,  and  for  ever  tower  from  glory  to  glory  in 
heaven,  or  plunge  from  depth  to  depth  in  hell.  Here 
then,  my  fellow-inimortals !  here  pauie  and  fay  to 
yourfelves,  "  What  is  like  to  become  of  my  foul 
through  this  long  for  ever  ?  Is  it  likely  to  be  happy 
or  miferable  ?'*  What  though  you  are  now  rich, 
honourable,  healthy,  merry,  and  gay  ?  Alas  !  terref- 
trial  enjoyments  ai'e  not  proper  food  for  an  immor- 
tal foul ;  and  befides,  they  are  not  immortal,  as  your 
fouls  are.  If  thefe  are  your  portion,  what  will  you 
do  for  happinefs  millions  of  ages  hence,  when  all  thefe 
are  fled  away  like  a  vapour  ?  Are  you  provided  with 
a  happinefs  which  will  laft  as  long  as  your  fouls  will 
live  to  crave  it  ?  Have  you  an  intfereft  in  God  ?  Are 
you  prepared  for  the  fruition  of  the  heavenly  ftate  ? 
uo  you  delight  in  God  above  all  ?  Have  you  a  re^ 
lifli  for  the  refined  pleafures  of  religion  ?  Is  the  fu*. 
preme  good  the  principal  objeft  of  your  defire  ?  Do 
you  now  accuftom  yourfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
the  great  employment  of  heaven  ?  and  are  you  pre- 
paring yourfelves  for  the  more  exalted  devotion  of 
the  church  on  high,  by  a  ferious  attendance  on  the 
humbler  forms  of  worftiip  in  the  church  on  earth  ? 
Are  you  made  pure  in  heart  and  life,  that  you  may 
be  prepared  for  the  regions  of  untainted  holinefs,  to 
breathe  in  that  pure  falubrious  air,  and  live  in  that 
climate,  fo  warm  with  the  love  of  God,  and  fo  near 
the  Sun  of  Rightcoufnefs  ?  Do  not  fome  of  you  know 
that  this  is  not  your  prevailing  charader  ?  And  what 
then  do  you  think  will  become  of  you  without  a  fpee- 
dy  alteration  in  your  temper  and  conduft  ?  Alas  ! 
muft  your  immortality,  the  grand  prerogative  of 
your  nature,  become  your  eternal  curfe  ?  Have  you 
made  it  your  intereft  that  you  fliould  be  a  brute  ? 
that  is,  that  you  fliould  perifli  entirely,  and  your 
whole  being  be  extinguifhed  in  death  ?  Then  it  is 
no  wonder  you  ftrive  to  diibelieve  the  doftrine  of  a 
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future  ftate,  and  your  own  immortality.  But  alas ! 
in  vain  is  the  ftrife.  The  principles  of  Atheifm  and 
infidelity  may  lull  your  confciences  into  a  ftupid  re- 
pofe  for  a  little  while,  but  they  cannot  annihilate 
you.  They  may  lead  you  to  live  like  beafts,  but  they 
cannot  enable  you  to  die  like  beafts  :  no,  you  muft 
live,  live  to  fuffer  righteous  punifliment,  whether  you 
will  or  not.  As  you  did  not  come  into  being  by  your 
own  confent,  fo  neither  can  you  lay  down  your  be- 
.  ing  when  you  pleafe.  And  will  you  not  labour  to 
make  your  immortality  a  bleffing  ?  Is  there  any  thing 
in  this  world  that  can  be  a  temptation  to  you  to  for- 
feit fuch  an  immenfe  bleffing?  O  that  you  were 
wife  !  that  you  would  confider  this  ! 

I  fhall  now  accommodate  my  fubjecl  to  the  prefent 
melancholy  occafion,  and  endeavour  to  make  a  patV 
ticular  improvement  of  it. 

Do  you  expeft  a  charafter  of  our  deceafed  friend  ? 
This  is  not  my  ufual  praftice ;  and  I  omit  it,  not  be- 
caufe  I  can  fee  nothing  amiable  in  mankind,  nor  be- 
caufe  I  would  envioufly  deny  them  their  juft  praifes, 
but  becaufe  I  have  things  of  much  greater  impor- 
tance to  engage  your  attention.  The  dead  have  re- 
ceived their  juft  and  unchangeable  doom  at  a  fupe- 
rior  tribunal ;  and  our  panegyrics  or  cenfures  may 
be  often  mifapplied.  My  bufinefs  is  with  the  living  ; 
not  to  flatter  their  vanity  with  compliments,  but  to 
awaken  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  mortality,  and 
to  a  preparation  for  it.  However,  if  you  muft  have 
a  charafter,  1  will  draw  it  to  you  in  the  moft  im- 
portant and  interefting  light.  Here  was  a  youth  in 
the  bloom  of  life,  in  the  prime  of  his  ftrength,  with 
a  lively  flow  of  fpirits,  who  feemed  as  fecure  from 
the  ftroke  of  death  as  any  of  us ;  a  youth  that  had 
efcaped  many  dangers  by  fea  and  land ;  a  youth 
launched  into  the  world  with,  no  doubt,  the  ufual 
projects  and  expeftations  of  that  fanguine  age.  But 
where  is  he  now  ?  In  yonder  grave,  alas !  lies  the 
blooming,  promifmg  flower,  withered  in  the  morn- 
Vol  .  IL  A  a  ing. 
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ing  of  life.  There  lies  the  mortal  body,  moulder- 
ing into  duft,  and  feeding  the  worms.  Come  to  his 
grave,  ye  young  and  gay,  ye  lively  and  ftrong,  ye 
men  of  bufinefs  and  hurry,  come  and  learn  what  now 
may,  and  fliortly  muft,  be  your  doom.  Thus  fliall 
your  limbs  ftijBen,  your  blood  ftagnate,  your  faces 
wear  the  pale  and  ghaftly  afpeft  of  death,  and  your 
whole  frame  diflblve  into  duft  and  allies.  Thus  {hall 
your  purpofes  be  broken  off,  your  fchemes  vanifii  like 
fmoke,  and  all  your  hopes  from  this  world  perifli. 
Death  perpetually  lurks  in  ambufli  for  you,  ready 
every  moment  to  fpring  upon  his  prey.  '  O  that 
Death  !*  (faid  a  gentleman  of  a  large  eftate,  ftrong 
conftitution,  and  cheerful  temper)  '  I  do  not  love  to 
think  of  that  Death  ;  he  comes  in  and  fpoils  all.*  So 
he  does  indeed  ;  he  fpoils  all  your  thouehtlefs  mirth, 
your  idle  amufements,  and  your  great  fchemes.  Me- 
thinks  it  becomes  you  to  prepare  for  what  you  can- 
not avoid.  Methinks,  among  your  many  fchemes 
and  projects,  you  fliould  form  one  to  be  religious. 
You  may  make  a  poor  fliift  to  live  without  religion, 
but  you  can  make  none  to  die  without  it.  You  may 
ridicule  the  faint,  but  he  really  has  the  advantage  of 
you.  '  Well,  after  all,'  faid  a  celebrated  unbeliever, 
*  thefe  chrifiians  are  the  happieft  people  upon  earth.* 
Indeed  they  are  ;  and  if  you  are  wife,  you  will  labour 
to  be  of  their  number. 

But  was  our  departed  friend  nothing  but  an  ani- 
mal, a  mere  machine  of  flefli  ?  Is  the  whole  of  him 
putrifying  in  yonder  grave  ?  No  ;  I  muft  draw  his 
charafter  farther.  He  was  an  immortal ;  and  no 
fooner  did  he  refign  his  breath,  than  his  foul  took 
wing,  and  made  its  flight  into  the  regions  of  fpirits. 
There  it  now  dwells.  And  what  amazing fcenes  now 
prefent  themfelves  to  his  view  ?  what  ftrange,  un- 
known  beings  does  he  now  converfe  with  ?  There 
alfo.  my  brethren,  you  and  I  muft  ere  long  be.  We 
too  /Tiiift  be  initiated  into  thofe  grand  myfteries  of 
the  inviiible  world,  and  mingle  in  this  affembly  of 
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ftrangers.  We  muft  fliare  with  angels  in  their  blife 
and  glory,  or  with  devils  in  their  agonies  and  terrors* 
Arid  OMX  eternal  doom  fliall  be  according  to  our  pre- 
{':tx  character,  and  the  improvement  we  make  of  our 
G_  :.v^  rtunities  for  preparation. 

/\nd  do  you,  firs,  make  it  your  main  concern  to 
fccnie  a  happy  immortality?  Do  you  live  as  expeft- 
ant?  of  etenuLy  ?  Or  do  you  live  as  though  this 
w.^rld  were  to  be  your  eternal  refidence,  and  as  if 
your  bodies,  not  your  fouls,  were  immortal  ?  Does 
your  confcience  approve  of  fuch  condu£t  ?  Do  you 
really  think  it  is  better  for  you  upon  the  whole,  to 
commence  fafliionably  wicked,  or  perhaps  ringlead- 
ers in  debauchery  and  infidelity,  in  a  country  over- 
run with  all  manner  of  vice  ?  Is  this  better  than  to 
retain  the  good  impreflions  you  might  perhaps  re- 
ceive in  youth,  and  to  ad  upon  the  model  built  for 
you  in  a  religious  education  ?  Which  do  you  think 
you  will  approve  of  in  the  hour  of  death,  that  honeft 
hour  when  things  begin  to  appear  in  a  true  light  ? 
And  of  which  think  ye  vtdll  you  be  able  to  give  the 
mofl:  comfortable  account  at  the  fupreme  tribunal  1 
Brethren,  form  an  impartial  judgment  upon  this 
comparifon,  and  let  it  guide  your  conduft.  Behave 
2l%  Jirangers  and  pilgrims  on  earthy  that  have  here  no  con^ 
tinuing  city  ;  behave  as  expeftants  of  eternity,  as  can* 
didates  for  immortality  ;  as  beholding  him  that  is  invi- 
Jtble^  and  looking  for  a  city  which  has  foundations  eternal 
in  the  heavens.  In  that  celeftial  city  may  we  all  meet 
at  lafl:,  through  Jefus  Chrift.    Am*en  1 
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JESUS    CHRIST   THE    ONLY    FOUNDATION. 


Isaiah  xxviii.  i6,  17.  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a 
foundation  aflone,  a  tried Jione,  a  precious  cornerfioney 
a  fure  foimdation  ;  he  that  believeth  fhall  not  make 
hajie.  Judgment  alfo  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  to  the  plummet :  and  the  hail  fhall  fnveep 
away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters  fhall  overflow 
the  hiding-place^  * 

THE  context,  like  many  other  paflagcs  of  the  pro- 
phetical  fcriptures,  feems  to  have  a  double  fenfeir 
The  primary  fenfe  may  be  thus  reprefented-  The 
judgments  of  God  were  ready  to  break  in  upon  and 
overwhelm  the  impenitent  nation  of  the  Jews,  like 
a  tempefi  of  hail,  and  a  deflroying  fiorm,  as  a  flood  of 
mighty  waters  overf  owing,  and  bearing  all  before  it. 
(ver.  2.)  The  prophet  had  repeatedly  given  them 
timely  warning  of  thefe  approaching  judgments  ; 
but  they  ftill  continued  fecure  and  impenitent,  and 
unapprehenfive  of  danger.  They  flattered  themfelves 
they  had  artifice  enough  to  keep  themfelves  fafe. 
They  thought  themfelves  impregnably  intrenched 
and  fortified  in  their  riches,  their  ftrong  holds,  and 
the  fandity  of  their  temple  and  nation.  They  might 
alfo  think  their  art€  of  negotiation  would  fecure  them 
from  the  invafion  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  par- 
ticularly the  Aflyrians,  to  whom  they  were  moft  ex- 
pofed.  Thefe  were  the  lies  which  they  made  their 
refuge,  and  the  falfliood  under  which  they  hid  them- 
felves. Thefe,  they  imagined,  like  moles  or  ditches, 
who  keep  off  the  deluge  of  wrath,  fo  that  it  fliould 
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not  come  to  them,  much  lefs  overwhelm  them  ;  and 
they  were  as  fecure  as  if  they  had  made  a  covenant 
with  deaths  and  entered  into  an  agreement  with   hell^ 
or  the  grave,  not  to  hurt  them.     Therefore  the  pro- 
phet reprefents  them  as  faying,  We  have  made  a  cove- 
nant  with  death  ;  and  with  hell  are  we  at  agreement : 
when  the  oversowing  fcoiirge  Jhall  pafs  through,  it  Jhall 
not  come  unto  us  ;  for  we  have  made  lies  (that  is  what 
the  prophet  calls  lies)  our  refuge  ;  and  under  what 
he  calls  falfliood  have  we  hid  ourfelves.  (ver.  1 5.)  It 
is  in  this  connection  my  text  is  introduced ;  and  it 
points  out  a  folid  ground  of  hope,  in  oppofition  to 
the  refuge  of  lies  in  which  thefe  finners  trufted ;  as 
if  he  had  faid, '  Since  the  refuge  to  which  you  flee  is 
not  fafe,  and  fince  my  people  need  another,*  Therefore 
thus  faith  the  Lord,  beheld,  I  lay  in  Zionfor  a  founda* 
tion  aftone,  a  tried  fione,  a  precious  corner-fione,  a  fure 
foundation  ;  that  is,  '  My  promifes,  my  providential 
care,  the  fupporting  influences  of  my  grace,  and  the 
various  means  I  fliall  take  for  the  comfort  and  fafety 
of  my  people  in  this  national  diftrefs,  ftiall  as  efieftu- 
ally  bear  them  up  as  a  firm  foundation  of  fl:one  does 
a  building  erefted  upon  it.     They  that  build  their 
hopes  upon  this  foundation,  fliall  ftand  unfliaken  a- 
midft  all  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  of  national  calamity" 
that  may  beat  upon  our  guilty  land.*  He  that  helieveth 
floall  not  make  hafie ;  that  is,  '  he  that  trufl:s  in  this  re- 
fuge fliall  not  be  ftruck  into  adiftracled  hurry  and  con- 
fternation  upon  the  fudden  appearance  of  thefe  cala- 
mities.    He  fliall  not,  like  perfons  furprifed  with  un- 
expeded  danger,  fly  in  a  wild  hafte  to  improper 
means  for  his  fafety,  and  thus  throw  himfelf  into  de- 
ftruclion  by  his  ill-advifed  precipitant  attempts  to 
keep  out  of  it ;  but  he  fliall  be  calm  and  ferene,  and 
have  prefence  of  mind  to  take  the  moft  proper  mea- 
fures  for  his  deliverance/    Or  the  meaning  may  be, 
*  He  that  believeth,  fliall  not  make  fuch  hafte  to  be 
delivered  as  to  fly  to  unlawful  means  for  that  pur- 
pofe  J  but  will  patiently  wait  God's  time  to  deliver 
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him  in  a  lawful  way.'  The  prophet  proceeds,  'Judg- 
ment alfo  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the 
plummet ;  that  is, '  God  will  try  the  Jews  with  ftricl 
juftice,  as  an  architect  examines  a  building  with  a 
Kne  and  plummet.  Such  of  them  who  have  built 
their  hopes  upon  the  foundation  above  defcribed, 
fhall  Hand  firm  and  unlhaken,  whatever  tempefts  fall 
Bpon  them,  like  a  regular  and  ftately  building,  found- 
ed upon  a  folid  rock.  But  as  to  others,  they  fliall  be 
overwhelmed  in  the  public  calamity  !  the  hail  Jhall 
Jkveep  away  the  refuge  of  lies  in  which  they  triifted ;  and 
the  waters  Jhall  overflow  the  hiding-place.  And  then 
your  covenant  with  death  fliall  be  difannuUed,  and 
your  agreement  with  hell  fliall  not  ftand  :  when  the 
werjlowing  fcQurge  Jhall  pafs  through,  then  Jhall  they  be 
trodden  down  by  it.  (ver.  18.) 

This  feems  to  be  a  primary  fenfe  of  the  context ; 
and  thus,  it  is  probable,  the  Jews  underftood  it,  who 
did  not  enjoy  that  additional  light  which  the  gofpel 
iheds  upon  it.  In  this  view  it  is  very  applicable  to  us, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  country  and  nation,  when 
the  enemy  is  like  to  break  in  like  a  flood  upon  us. 
But  I  muft  add,  that  it  is  very  likely  that,  even  in 
this  primary  fenfe  of  the  context,  the  text  refers  to 
Jefus  Chrift.  There  feems  to  be  an  unnatural  force 
put  upon  the  words  when  they  are  applied  to  any 
other  ;  and  the  connexion  will  admit  of  their  appli- 
cation to  him,  even  in  this  fenfe,  thus  :  '  Since  the 
refuge  of  finners  is  a  refuge  of  lies,  behold  I  will  pro- 
vide one  that  will  efieclually  fecure  aU  that  fly  to  it 
from  all  the  judgments  to  which  they  were  expofed.* 
/  lay  in  Zionfor  a  foundation  a  Jione,  a  tried  Jione,  &c. 
'  I  fend  my  Son  into  the  world  as  an  Almighty  Sa- 
viour ;  and  aU  that  put  themfelves  under  his  protec- 
tion, and  build  their  hopes  upon  him,  fliall  be  fo  fafe^ 
that  all  the  calamities  of  life  fliaU  not  do  them  a  laft- 
ing  injury  ;  and  the  vengeance  of  the  eternal  world 

ihall  never  fell  upon  them.* 
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But  whether  we  can  find  Chrift  in  the  primarj^ 
fenfe  of  thefe  words  or  not,  it  is  certain  we  fliall  find 
him  in  their  ultimate  principal  fenfe.  And  we  have 
the  authority  of  an  infpired  apoftle  for  this  applicati- 
on. Saint  Peter  quotes  this  paffage  according  to  the 
LXX,  with  fome  improvements,  and  applies  it  ex- 
prefly  to  Chrift.  To  whom  comings  fay§  he,  as  unto  a 
living  ft  one  ^  dif allowed  indeed  of  men  ^  hut  chofen  of  God 
and  precious^  ye  alfo^  as  lively  ftones^  are  built  up  a  fpiri- 
tual  houfe*  Wherefore  alfo  it  is  contained  in  the  fcripture^ 
Behold  I  lay  in  Ziona  chief  corner-ftone^  eleU^  precious; 
and  he  that  believeth  on  him  Jhall  not  be  confounded. 
I  Peter  ii.  4, 6.  Taking  the  paffage  in  this  evangelical 
fenfe,  the  general  meaning  is  to  this  purpofe  :— The 
Lord  Jefus  is  reprefented  as  a  tried,  precious,  and  fure 
foundation,  laid  in  Zion  ;  that  is,  in  the  church  for 
the  fons  of  men  to  build  their  hopes  upon.  His 
church  thus  built  on  him,  is  compared  to  a  flately, 
regular  and  impregnable  temple,  confecrated  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices ;  and 
proof  againft  all  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  that  may 
beat  upon  it.  It  fhall  ftand  firm  and  immoveable 
through  all  eternity,  for  its  foundation  is  fure. 

But  alas  !  though  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  only  founda* 
tion,  yet  the  fons  of  men  are  fo  full  of  themfelves, 
that  they  venture  to  build  their  hopes  upon  fome^ 
thing  elfe,  and  promife  themfelves  fafety,  though 
they  rejeft  this  fure  foundation.  They  think  them- 
felves as  fecure  as  if  they  had  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  death  and  the  grave,  and  brought  them  over  to 
their  intereft. 

But  lo  !  the  wrath  of  God  will  at  laft  beat  upon  a 
guilty  world,  like  a  ftorm  of  hail,  or  break  in  upon 
it  like  an  overwhelming  torrent ;  then  every  foul 
that  is  not  built  upon  this  rock  muft  be  fwept  away, 
and  all  the  other  refuges  and  hiding-places  fhall  be 
laid  in  ruins  for  ever. 

The  great  God  will  alfo  ftriftly  inquire  who  is 
founded  upon  this  rock,  and  who  not.  He  will  cri- 
tically 
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tically  try  the  temple  of  his  church,  like  a  workman, 
with  line  and  plummet ;  he  will  difcover  all  irregu- 
larities and  ufelefs  appendages.  And  in  confequence 
of  this  examination,  the  ftorms  and  torrents  of  divine 
indignation  fliall  fweep  away  and  overwhelm  all  that 
are  not  built  upon  this  foundation,  and  that  are  not 
compafted  into  this  building. 

Thefe  remarks  contain  the  general  meaning  of  our 
text ;  but  it  is  neceflary  I  fhould  be  more  particular. 

Brethren,  our  nature,  our  circumftances,  and  the 
important  profpefts  before  us,  are  fuch,  that  it  is  high 
time  for  us  to  look  about  us  for  fome  fure  foundation 
upon  which  to  build  our  happinefs.  The  fabric  muft 
endure  long,  for  our  fouls  will  exift  for  ever  ;  and 
their  eagernefs  for  happinefs  will  continue  vehement 
for  ever.  The  fabric  muft  rife  high,  for  the  capacities 
of  our  fouls  will  perpetually  expand  and  enlarge  ; 
and  a  low  happinefs  of  a  vulgar  fize  will  not  be  equal 
to  them.  The  fabric  muft  be  ftrong  and  impregna- 
ble, proof  againft  all  the  ftorms  that  may  beat  upon 
it ;  for  many  are  the  ftorms  that  will  rife  upon  us, 
upon  our  country,  and  upon  this  guilty  world  in 
general.  Loffes,  bereavements,  fickneffes,  and  a  thou- 
fand  calamities  that  I  cannot  name,  may  yet  try  us. 
The  enemy  is  now  breaking  in  like  a  flood  upon  our 
country,  and  \ve  and  our  earthly  all  are  in  danger  of 
being  overwhelmed.  Death  will  certainly  attack  us 
all ;  and  that  muft  be  a  ftrong  building  indeed  which 
the  Kins:  of  Terrors  will  not  be  able  to  demolifli. — 
Befides,  when  all  the  purpofes  of  divine  love  in  our 
world  fliall  be  accompliflied,  an  almighty  tempeft  of 
divine  indignation  fliall  break  upon  it,  and  fwe^p 
away  all  that  it  contains  ;  and  blend  cities,  kingdoms, 
plains  and  mountains,  feas  and  dry  land,  kings  and 
beggars,  in  one  vaft  heap  of  promifcuous  ruin.  Or, 
to  fliift  the  metaphor  according  to  the  emphatical 
variety  in  my  text,  the  fiery  deluge  of  divine  ven- 
geance, which  has  been  gathering  and  fwelling  for 
thoufands  of  years,  but  has  been,  as  it  were,  reftraincd 

and 
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and  kept  within  bounds  by  divine  patience,  Ihall  then 
rife  fo  high  as  to  burft  through  all  reflraints,  and 
overwhelm  the  guilty  globe,  and  turn  it  into  an  uni- 
verfal  ocean  of  liquid  fire.  This  refiftlefs  torrent  ihalL 
fweep  away  all  the  refuges  of  lies,  and  them  that 
trufted  in  them,  into  the  gulph  of  remedilefs  deftruc- 
tion.  We,  my  brethren,  Ihall  be  concerned  in  this 
univerfal  cataftrophe  of  nature ;  and  where  ihall  we 
find  a  fupport  to  bear  us  up  in  this  tremendous  day  I 
Where  mall  we  find  a  rock  to  build  upon,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  ftand  the  fhock,  and  remain  fafe  and 
unmoved  in  the  wreck  of  diffolving  worlds  ?  What 
can  fupport  the  fabric  when  this  vaft  machine  of  na- 
ture, formed  with  fo  much  (kill  and  ftrength  by  the 
hands  of  a  divine  architect,  ihall  be  broken  up  and 
fall  to  pieces  ?  Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  look  out  ; 
it  wiU  be  too  late  when  all  created  fupports  are  fwept 
away,  and  this  folid  globe  itfelf  is  diffolved  beneath 
our  feet  into  a  fea  of  fire.  Now,  now  is  the  time  for 
you  to  provide.  And  where  will  you  look  ?  Whi- 
ther wUl  you  turn  ?  This  earth,  and  all  its  riches, 
honours  and  pleafures,  will  prove  but  a  quickfand  in 
that  day.  Your  friends  and  relations,  were  they 
ever  fo  great  or  powerful,  can  then  afford  you  no 
fupport.  If  they  can  but  find  refuge  for  themfelves, 
that  will  be  all ;  therefore  bethink  yourfelves  once 
more,  where  ihall  you  find  a  rock  on  which  you  may 
build  a  happineis  that  will  iland  the  fhock  in  that  day  ? 

If  you  are  anxious  and  perplexed,  I  need  only  point 
you  to  my  text  for  relief.  Behold^  fays  the  Lord  God, 
behold  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundation-Jlone^  a  tried Jione^  a 
precious  corner-Jione<y  a  fure foundation  ;  he  that  believetb 
fhall  not  make  hajle.  Let  me  expatiate  a  little  upon 
the  properties  of  this  foundation. 

I .  It  is  a  ftone :  a  ilone  for  folidity,  {lability  and 
durablenefs.  '  Every  thing  elfe,*  fays  the  charming 
Hervey,*  '  is  iliding  fand,  is  yielding  air,  is  a  break- 
ing bubble.     Wealth  will  prove  a  vain  ihadow,  ho- 
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nour  an  empty  breath,  pleafure  a  delufory  df  earn,  our 
own  righteoufhels  a  fpider's  web.  If  on  thefe  we  rely, 
difappointment  muft  enfue,  and  fhame  be  inevitable. 
Nothing  but  Chrift,  nothing  but  Chrift,  can  ftably 
fupport  our  fpiritual  interefts,  and  realize  our  expec- 
tations of  the  true  happinefs/  And,  blefled  be  God ! 
he  is  fufficient  for  this  purpofe.  Is  a  ftone  firm  and 
iblid  ?  fo  is  Jefus  Chrift.  His  power  is  almighty, 
able  to  fupport  the  meaneft  of  his  people  that  build 
their  hopes  on  him,  and  render  them  proof  againft 
all  the  attacks  of  earth  and  hell.  His  righteoufnefs  is 
infinitely  perfeft,  equal  to  the  higheft  demands  of  the 
divine  law,  and  therefore  a  firm  immoveable  ground 
of  truft.  We  may  lafely  venture  the  weight  of  our 
eternal  All  upon  this  rock ;  it  vrfll  ftand  for  ever, 
without  giving  way  under  the  heavieft  preffure ; 
vrfthout  being  broken  by  the  mbft  violent  fhock.  Let 
thoufands,  let  millions,  with  all  the  mountainous 
weight  of  guilt  upon  them,  build  upon  this  founda- 
tion, and  they  fliall  never  be  moved.  Is  a  ftone  dur- 
able and  lafting  ?  fo  is  Jefus  Chrtft  ;  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  His  righteoufnefs  is  an 
everlafting  righteoufnefs,  his  ftrength  an  everlafting 
ftrength,  and  himfelf  the  everlafting  Father.  He 
liveth  for  ever  to  make  interceffion  for  his  people,  and 
therefore  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermofl,  to  the 
uttermoft  point  of  duration,  all  that  come  unto  God 
by  him.  Here  is  a  ftone  that  can  never  moulder 
away  by  the  wafte  of  all-confuming  time.  Parian 
marble,  and  even  the  flinty  rocks  decay  :  the  firm 
foundations,  the  ftately  columns,  the  majeftic  build- 
ings of  Nineveh,  Babylon,  and  Perfepolis,  and  all  the 
magnificent  ftru<9:ures  of  antiquity,  though  formed 
of  tne  moft  durable  ftone,  and  promifing  immortality, 
are  now  Ihattered  into  ten  thoufand  fragments,  or 
lying  in  ruinous  heaps.  But  here  is  a  foundation  for 
immortal  fouls,  immortal  as  themfelves  :  a  founda- 
tion that  now  ftands  as  firm  under  Adam,  Abel  and 
Abraham,  as  the  firft  moment  they  ventured  their 
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dependance  upon  it  :  a  foundation  that  will  remain 
the  fame  to  all  eternity.  Therefore  it  deferves  the 
next  character  given  to  it,  namely, 

2.  A  triedjione.    '  Tried,'  fays  the  fame  fine  writer, 
*  in  the  days  of  his  humanity  by  all  the  vehemence 
of  temptations,  and  all  the  weight  of  afflictions ;  yety 
like  gold  from  the  furnace,  rendered  more  ftiining 
and  illuftrious  by  the  fiery  fcrutity/     His  obedience 
was  tried ;  and  it  appeared  upon  trial  that  it  was 
perfeft  and  univerfal.     His  meeknefs  was  tried,  by 
the  abufive  treatment  he  met  with  from  men.     His 
patience  and  refignation  to  the  divine  will  was  tried, 
when  the  bitter  cup  of  the  wrath  of  God  was  put 
into  his  hand,  and  when  the  abfcnce  of  his  Father 
extorted  that  bitter  cry  from  him.  My  God,  my  God, 
why  hajl  thouforfaken  me  ?  Matt,  xr.vii.  46.     His  love 
to  his  Father,  and  his  zeal  for  his  honour  were  tried, 
and  they  were  found  an  unquenchable  flame,  that 
glowed  without  once  languifliing  through  the  whole 
of  his  life.     His  love  to  men — ^to  finners — ^to  enemies, 
was  tried  ;  tried  to  the  uttcrmoft  :  it  was  put  to  the 
trial  whether  his  own  life  or  theirs  was  moft  dear  to 
him  ;  whether  he  would  rather  fee  his  enemies  perifli 
by  the  fword  of  jufl^ice,  or  that  himfelf  fliould  feel 
the  Ironies  of  a  crofs.     This  was  a  trial  indeed ;  and 
you  know  how  it  ifliied.     The  feverity  of  the  trial 
did  but  render  his  love  to  us  the  more  illuflrious. 
In  fliort,  this  fl:one  was  thoroughly  tried  by  God  and 
man,  and  it  ftill  remained  firm  without  a  flaw. 

Jefus  has  alfo  been  tried  under  the  capacity  of  a  Sa- 
viour, by  miUions  and  millions  of  depraved,  vTetch- 
ed,  ruined  creatures,  who  have  always  found  him 
perfeftly  able,  and  as  perfectly  willing  to  expiate  the 
moft  enormous  guilt ;  to  deliver  from  the  moft  in- 
veterate corruptions  ;  and  to  fave  to  the  very  utmojh  all 
that  come  unto  God  through  him.  Ten  thoufand  times 
ten  thoufand  have  built  their  hopes  upon  this  ftone, 
and  it  has  never  fatled  fo  much  as  one  of  them.  Ma- 
naffeh  and  Paul,  that  had  been  bloody  perfecutors, 
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Mary  Magdalen,  that  had  been  poffeffed  of  feven  de- 
vils, and  tnou^tnds  more  that  were  finners  of  the  moft 
atrocious  charafters,  have  ventured  upon  this  rock 
with  all  their  load  of  fin  upon  them,  and  found  it  able 
to  fuftain  them.  This  ftone  is  the  foundation  of  that 
living  temple  the  Church,  which  has  been  now  build- 
ing for  near  fix  thoufand  years,  and  the  top  of  which 
already  reaches  the  higheft  heaven.  All  the  millions 
of  faints  from  Adam  to  this  day,  both  thofe  in  hea- 
ven and  thofe  on  earth,  are  living  ftones  built  upon 
this  foundation-ftone ;  this  fupports  the  weight  of 
alU  And  this  trial  may  encourage  all  others  to  build 
upon  it ;  for  it  appears  fufiicient  to  bear  them  all. 
But  I  muft  farther  obferve,  that  a  new  tranflation 
of  this  fentence,  fliill  nearer  to  the  original,  will  give 
a  new  and  important  view  of  the  fenfe  of  it.  Infiead 
of  a  tried Jione^  it  may  be  rendered  '  a  ftone  of  trial  ;* 
or, '  a  trying  ftone  ;*  that  is,  this  is  the  true  touch- 
ftone  of  mens  charafters*  It  is  this  that,  above  all 
other  things,  difcovers  what  they  really  are,  whether 

g)od  or  bad  men,  whether  heirs  of  heaven  or  hell, 
nly  propofe  Jefus  Chrift  to  them  as  a  Saviour,  and 
according  as  they  receive  or  rejeft  him,  you  may 
know  their  true  charafter,  and  their  everlafting 
doom.  If  with  eager  hearts  they  fpring  forward  and 
embrace  him  as  a  Saviour,  they  are  true  fubjefts  to 
the  Kin^  of  heaven ;  they  give  the  higheft,  the  laft, 
the  moft  decifive  proof  of  their  fubjeclion  to  his  au- 
thority. That  men  fliould  fubmit  to  Jefus  Chrift  as 
a  Saviour,  is  not  a  fingle  command  of  God,  but  it  is 
the  drift,  the  fcope,  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  Law 
and  Gofpel ;  it  is  the  grand  capital  precept ;  it  is  a. 
kind  of  univerfal  command  that  runs  through  all  the 
difpenfations  of  heaven  towards  the  fons  of  men. 
And  therefore,  while  men  refufe  to  fubmit  to  this 
command,  they  are  guilty  of  a  kind  of  Univerfal  dif- 
obedience  ;  and  it  is  in  vain  for  them  to  pretend  to 
have  a  real  regard  to  God  and  his  authority  in  any 
one  inftance  whatfoever.   If  they  obey  God  fincerely 
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in  falling  in  with  this  command,  they  wiH  obey 
him  in  every  thing ;  but  if  they  will  not  obey  him 
in  this,  they  will  truly  obey  him  in  nothing.  Hence 
it  is  that  good  worl^  are  the  iufeparable  fruits  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  that  unbelief  is  the  root  of  all  evil. 
Submiffion  to  Chrift  is  alfo .  the  moft  effeftual  trial, 
whether  the  corrupt  difpofitions  of  the  heart,  whcr 
ther  the  innate  enmity  to  God,  pride,  ftubbornels, 
&c.  be  thoroughly  fubdued  ?  If  a  man  is  once  made  fo 
dutiful,  fo  humble,  fo  pliable,  as  to  fubmit  to  this 
humbling,  mortifying  method  of  falvation  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  it  fliews  that  divine  grace  has  got  an  en- 
tire victory  over  him,  and  that  now  the  rebel  is  fo 
fubdued  that  he  will  be  obedient  in  any  thing.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  whole  law  or  gofpel  to  which  the 
hearts  of  finners  are  fo  averfe,  as  this  method  of  lal- 
vation ;  and  therefore,  when  they  are  fubdued  to 
this,  and  made  willing  captives  of  the  crofe  of  Chrift, 
we  may  be  fure  they  have  furrendered  themfelves  to 
univerfal  obedience. 

This  text  has  made  ftrange  difcoveries  in  the 
world  in  every  age.  This  touchftone  has  difcovered 
many  glittering  virtues  to  be  but  drofs.  The  Pha- 
rifees  and  Scribes  had  a  high  charadcr  among  the 
Jews  for  piety,  till  this  trying  ftone  was  applied  to 
them ;  and  then  it  appeared  \vnat  they  were  ;  then  it 
appeared  they  were  the  moft  inveterate  enemies  of 
God  upon  earth.  Thefe  were  the  builders  that  rc- 
jefted  this  ftone,  and  would  not  build  upon  it.  They 
rather  chofe  to  build  upon  the  fandy  foundation  of 
their  own  righteoufnefs.  Nay  inftead  of  making 
him  the  foundation  of  their  hopes,  they  made  him 
a  Jione  ofjlumbling^  and  a  rock  of  offence.  Rom.  ix. 
32,  33.  I  Pet.  ii.  8.  and  they  ftumbled  and  fell  into 
deftruclion.  Chriji  crucified^  fays  the  apoftle,  is  to  the 
Jews  ajiumbling  block.  1  Cor.  i.  23.  This  teft  made 
ftrange  difcoveries  alfo  in  the  heathen  world.  Many 
of  the  fages  of  Greece  and  Rome  had  a  high  reputa- 
tion for  wifdom   and  virtue  j    they  gloried  in  it 

themfelves, 


I  go  ye/iis  Cbrijl  the  only  Fomidathn.     Serm.  2S^ 

themfclves,  and  they  were  admired  and  celebrated 
by  the  populace.     But  when  this  ftone  was  pointed 
out  to  them  as  the  only  foundation  of  their  hopes, 
they  rejefted  it  with  proud  difdain,  and  thought  it 
much  more  fafe  to  depend  upon  their  own  virtue 
and  merit,  than  upon  the  virtue  and  merit  o^  one 
that  was  crucified  like  a  male£i6lor.   And  thus  it  ap- 
peared they  were  not  truly  good  and  virtuous.    Let 
this  touchftone  be  applied  likewi&  to  the  men  of  this 
generation,  and  it  will  difcover  a  great  many  coun- 
terfeits.    You  will  find  fome  who  have  an  amiable 
ingratiating  condud,  who  are  temperate,  juft,  chari- 
table,  and  fliinc  with  the  appearance  of  many  virtues; 
You  will  find  others  who  are  very  punctual  in  the 
duties  of  religion ;  they  are  frequent  in  prayer,  and 
ftrift  attendants  upon  all  the  folemnities  of  divine 
^orftiip  :  all  this  looks  well.     But  tell  them  that  all 
this  is  no  fufficient  ground  for  their  hopes  of  the  di- 
vine acceptance :  nay,  that  they  muft  renounce  alt 
this  point  of  dependance,  as  having  no  merit  at  all ; 
and  that  they  muft,  as  helplefs,  guilty,  felf-condemn- 
cd  finners,  place  their  trull  only  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and 
they  then  begin  to  ftiew  their  pride :  then  their  hearts 
rife  againft  this  mortifying  doftrine,  and  perhaps 
againft  him  that  inculcates  it.     They  cannot  bear 
that  all  their  imaginary  merit  fhould  have  fuch  con* 
tempt  caft  upon  it.    They  will  own  indeed,  as  others 
around  them  do,  that  Chrift  is  the  only  Saviour  ^ 
but  their  real  dependance  is  at  bottom  upon  fome 
fuppofed  goodnefs  in  themfelves.    And  thus  they  dif- 
cover that  all  their  righteoufhefs  is  but  the  proud 
felf-righteoufnefs  of  a  Pharifee,  or  the  felf-confident 
virtue  of  a  ftoic  philofopher,  and  not  the  humble  re- 
ligion or  genuine  fterling  virtue  of  a  true  Cbriftian. 
Thus  the  reception  which  men  give  to  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  grand  criterion  of  their  charafter.     And  this 
is  agreeable  to  the  prophecy  of  good  old  Simeon  con- 
cerning him  :  Behold  this  child^  fays  he,  is  Jet  for  the 
fall  and  rijin^  again  of  many  in  Ifraely  and  for  ajign  that 
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Jhall  be  fpoken  againjl ; — that  the  thoughts  rfmany  hearts 
may  be  revealed.  Lukeii.  34, 35.  The  fecret  thoughts, 
reafonines,  *  and  difpofitions  of  many  hearts,  that 
were  before  nnfufpefted,  are  revealed  by  this  triaL 
And  I  wiih  it  may  not  make  very  ungrateful  dilco* 
veries  among  you. 

As  this  is  a  trying  ftone  with  regard  to  mens  pre- 
fent  charaAers,  fo  it  will  be  alfo  as  to  their  inal  doom 
tand  everlafting  flate.  All  that  are  built  upon  this 
foundation,  however  frsdl  and  tottering  in  them- 
felves,  fliall  grow  up  into  a  glorious  impregnable 
temple,  and  ttand  firm  when  the  frame  of  nature  is 
diffolved.  But  all  that  are  not  built  upon  this  foun^ 
dation,^  however  ftrong  or  well-eftabUflied  in  their 
own  conceit,  or  however  high  they  raife  the  fabric 
of  their  hopes,  ihall  be  demolifhed  and  laid  in  ruins 
for  ever.  The  one  may  be  likened^  fays  Chrift,  unto  a 
wife  man  who  built  his  boufe  upon  a  rock^  and  the  rain 
defcended^  and  the  floods  came^  and  the  winds  blew  and 
beat  upon  that  houfe^  and  it  fell  not ;  for  it  was  founded 
upon  a  rock.  And  the  other  may  be  likened  to  a  foclifh 
man  who  built  his  houfe  upon  the  fand ;  and  the  rain 
defcended^  and  the  floods  came^  and  the  winds  blew^  and 
beat  upon  that  houfe^  and  it  fell ;  and  great  was  the  fall 
of  it.  Matt.  vii.  24,  27.  What  a  confounding  fall 
will  this  be  to  thofe  that  have  built  a  towering  Ba- 
"  bel  of  hopes  that  reaches  to  heaven  !    But, 

3.  This  is  a  precious  flone.  *  More  precious  than 
liibies  (to  borrow  the  words  of  Mr,  Hervey )  the  pearl 
of  great  price,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations.  Precious 
with  regard  to  the  divine  dignity  of  his  perfon,  and 
the  unequalled  excellency  of  his  mediatorial  offices. 
In  thefe  and  in  all  refpefts  greater  than  Jonah  ;*— 
wifer  than  Soloman ; — ^fairer  than  the  children  of 
men  ;— chiefeft  among  ten  thoufand ; — ^and,  to  the 
awakened  finner,  or  enlightened  believer,  altogether 
lovely/ 

JHe  is  precious  in  himfelf,  as  pofTeffing  all  the  ful- 
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fids  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  the  fum  total  of  all  di- 
,vine  excellencies,  and  as  clothed  with  all  the  virtues 
of  a  perf eft  man.  In  ihort,  all  moral  excellency, 
divine  and  human,  created  and  uncreated,  center  in 
him,  and  render  him  infinitely  precious  and  valua- 
ble* He  is  precious  to  his  Father  ;  his  beloved  Son^ 
in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed ;  nis  elect,  in  whom  his  foul 
delightetl^,'  He  is  precious  to  angels  :  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  wasjlain^  is  their  eternal  fong.  He  is  dear 
to  all  good  men  in  all  ages*  To  you  therefore  that  be- 
lieve^ he  is  precious^  fiiys  St.  Peter,  i  Peter,  ii.  7.  How 
precious  are  his  atoning  bloocj  and  meritorious  righ- 
teoufnefs  to  the  guilty  felf-condeitined  foul !  how 
precious  is  his  fanclifying  grace  to  the  foul  heavy  la- 
<len  with  fin,  and  groaning  under  that  body  of  death! 
how  precious  the  afliftance  of  his  almighty  arm  to 
his  poor  foldiers  in  the  fpiritual  warfare !  ho\v  pre- 
cious the  light  of  his  inftruftions  to  the  benighted 
wandering  mind;  how  fweet  the  words  of  his  mouth  i 
fweeter  than  honey  from  the  honey-comb.  How  pre- 
cious the  light  of  his  fmiling  countenance,  and  the 
fenfations  of  his  love  to  the  defponding  finking  foul! 
how  precious  that  eternal  falvation  which  he  imparts ! 
and  how  precious  the  price  he  paid  for  it !  not  cor- 
ruptible things^  fuch  asjiher  and  gold,  fays  St.  Peter, 
hut  his  own  precious  blood.  1  Peter  i.  18,  19.  Infliort, 
he  is  altogether  lovely,  altogether  precious.  Dia- 
monds and  pearls,  and  all  the  precious  ftones  in  the 
univerfe,  cannot  reprefent  his  worth.  O  that  a 
thoughtlefs  world  did  but  know  how  precious  he  is  ! 
Surely  they  would  then  fay  to  his  friends.  Whither 
is  thy  beloved  goney  that  we  may  feek  him  with  thee  ?  I 
enlarge  upon  this  article  with  the  more  pleafure,  as 
I  doubt  not  but  the  experience  of  feveral  among  you 
can  affix  your  Amen  to  what  I  fay,  and  to  much 
more.  I  am  now  but  complying  with  the  requeft 
of  one  of  my  friends,  *  at  the  diftance  of  near  four 
thoufand  miles,  who  writes  to  me  thus  : — *  Dear  Sir, 
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recommend  Him  to  poor  finners,  recommend  him  to 
poor  believers,  as  a  moft  wonderful  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer ;  abundantly  able  to  deliver  them  from  all 
that  hell  and  fin  can  do  to  deftroy  them.  O  that  his 
divine  excellencies  and  worth  could  be  fet  forth  J 
Surely  the  moft  abandoned  finners  would  fall  before 
him  with  ravifliment  and  wonder/ — Thefe  are  Bri- 
tifli  fterling  thoughts  concerning  this  precious  ftone, 
my  brethren,  and  I  hope  the  lame  thoughts  are  to 
be  found  among  you.  O !  that  they  were  univerfal 
among  us,  and  among  all  the  fons  or  men  ! 

4.  This  ftone  is  a  fure  foundation.  '  Such  (fays 
Mr.  Hervey)  as  no  preflure  can  ftiake  ;  equal,  more 
than-  equal  to  every  weight ;  even  to  fin,  the  heavi- 
eft  load  in  the  world. — The  rock  of  ages,  fuch  as  ne- 
ver has  failed,  never  will  fail  thofe  humble  penitents 
who  caft  their  burden  upon  the  Lord  Redeemer ; 
who  roll  all  their  guilt,  and  fix  their  whole  hopes 
upon  this  immoveable  bafis.'  The  foundation  is  fure, 
becaufe  it  is  of  divine  appointment.  Behold^  fays 
the  Lord  God,  who  has  authority  to  nlake  the  ap- 
pointment, behold  I  lay  in  Zionfor  a  foundation  a  Jlone^ 
a  tried Jlone^  a  precious  corner-Jione^  a  fure  foundation.  It 
is  alfo  fure,  becaufe  of  the  extent  of  his  power,  the 
perfeftion  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  the  eternity  of 
his  exiftence.  But  thefe  I  have  already  touched  up- 
on. Indeed  his  excellencies  are  fo  fweetly  blended 
and  complicated,  like  the  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
that  it  is  hard  to  defcribe  one  of  them,  without  run- 
ning into  another. 

The  author  whom  I  have  repeatedly  quoted,  thinks 
the  words  may  be  othcrwife  rendered  :  '  A  founda- 
tion !  a  foundation !  There  is,  fays  he,  a  fine  fpirit 
of  vehemency  in  the  fentence  thus  underftood  :  it 
fpeaks  the  language  of  agreeable  furprife  and  exulta- 
tion, and  expreflfes  an  important  difcovery.  That 
which  mankind  infinitely  war\t ;  that  which  multi- 
tudes feek,  and  find  not ;  it  is  here  !  it  is  here  !  This, 
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this  is  the  foundation  for  their  pardon,  their  peace, 
their  eternal  felicity/ 

5.  This  is  a  corner-ftone.  *  It  not  only/  fays  Mr. 
Hervey,  '  fullains,  but  unites  the  edifice :  incorpo- 
rating both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  believers  of  various 
languages  and  manifold  denominations,  here,  in  one 
harmonious  bond  of  brotherly  love ;  hereafter,  in 
one  common  participation  of  eternal  joy/  To  this 
purpofe,  and  in  this  ftyle,  fpeaks  the  apoftle  :  He  is 
our  peace  who  hath  made  both  ;  that  is,  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles  one^  one  regular,  compaft,  magnificent  fu- 
perftrufture,  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apoflles  and 
prophets^  Jefus  Chrtfl  himfelf  beingthe  chief  corner  flone  ; 
in  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together^  groweth 
up  into  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord ;  in  whom  you  [Gen- 
tiles]] alfo  are  builded  together  for  an  habitation  of  God 
through  the  Spirit.  Ephef.  ii.  14,  20,  22.  Materials 
for  this  facred  temple  are  coUefted  from  thrones  and 
cottages,  from  bond  and  free,  from  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles, from  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and  America  ;  but 
notwithftanding  thefe  diftinclions,  they  are  all  uni- 
ted in  this  corner-ftone  ;  all  harmonioufly  compar- 
ed *  into  one  regular,  magnificent  temple,  where  the 
God  of  heaven  delights  to  dwell. 

Jefus  Chrift  may  alfo  be  called  a  corner-ftone,  to 
fignify  his  peculiar  importance  in  this  fpiritual  build- 
ing. Hence  he  is  clfewhere  repeatedly  called  the 
chief-corncr-ftone,  and  the  head  of  the  corner.  Matt. 
xxi.  A2.  Pfalm  cxviii.  22.  Mark  xii.  10.  Luke  xx. 
17.  Acts  iv.  II.  I  Peter  ii.  7.  Ephef.  ii.  20.  Vi^c 
are  built  upon  ihe  foundation  of  the  apofiles  and  prophets ^ 
in  a  fubordinate  fenfe  ;  but  Jefus  Chrifi  himfelf  is  the 
ddief  corncr-Jlone,  He  has  the  moft  important  place 
Ml  the  building.  It  is  he  that  holds  up  and  connefts 
^^l.  Apoftles,  prophets,  and  all  are  but  finking  fand 
•  ilhout  him.  Their  righteoufnefs,  their  ftrength  are 
'  -thing  without  him.  On  him  all  their  doftrines 
:  pcnd,  in  him  they  all  terminate,  and  from  him 

they 
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they  derive  all  their  efHcacy.     Take  away  this  cor- 
ner-ftone,  and  immediately  the  faints  in  heaven  fall 
from  their  thrones  ;  and  the  faints  upon  earth,  that 
are  gradually  rifing  heavenward,  fink  for  ever.  Take 
away  this  corncr-ftone,  and  this  glorious  living  tem- 
ple that  has  been  building  for  fo  many  ages,  breaks, 
to  pieces,  and  covers  heaven  and  earth  with  its  ruins* 
Having  thus  illuftrated  the  particular  properties  of 
tliis  ftone,  I  fliall  take  notice  of  this  general  pro- 
perty of  it,  that  it  is  a  foundation.     So  it  is  repeat- 
edly called  in  my  text,    '  It  is  laid  in  Zion  as  a  foun- 
dation •/  it  is  a  fure  foundation.  It  muft  be  the  foun- 
dation, and  have  the  principal  place  in  the  fpiritual 
building,  or  none  at  all.    IJo  other  foundation^  lays  St. 
Paul,  can  any  man  lay^  than  that  ivhich  is  already  laidj 
ivhlch  is  Jcfus  ChrijL     And  he  muft  lie  at  the  bot- 
tom of  ail,  or  the  faperftruciure  cannot  ftand.     To 
join  our  own  righteoufnefs  with  his  in  our  juflificati- 
on,  is  to  form  a  foundation  of  folid  ftone,  and  hay, 
ftraw,  and  ftubble,  blended  together.     To  make  our 
own  merit  the  ground  of  our  claim  to  his  righte- 
oufnefs ;  that  is,  to  hope  that  God  will  favc  us  for 
Chrift's  fake,  becaufe  w^e  are  fo  good  as  to  deferve 
fome  favour  at  leaft  for  our  own  fakes,  this  is  to  lay 
a  foundation  of  ftone  upon  a  quickfand.    The  ftone 
would  have  ftood,  had  it  been  in  its  proper  place, 
that  is,  at  the  bottom  of  all ;  but  when  it  is  found- 
ed upon  the  fand,  it  muft  give  way,  and  all  the  fu- 
perftrufture  muft  fall.    This  is  the  grand  fundamen- 
tal miftake  of  multitudes   in  the  Chriftian   world. 
They  all  own  that  Chrift  is  the  only  Saviour  ;  but 
then  the  ground  of  their  expefting  falvation  through 
him,  is  not  his  righteoufnefs,  but  their  own.     Their 
own  v/orthlefs  works,  which  their  ignorance  and  va- 
nity call  good,  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  their  hopes,  as 
the  firft  foundation  ;  and  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  ra- 
ther a  part  of  the  fuperftrufture  than  the  entire  foun- 
dation. This  is  the  refuge  of  lies^  the  delufive  hiding- 
place  which  multitudes  are  building  all  their  lives  with 
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a  great  deal  of  pains,  and,  when  they  think  them- 
felves  provided  with  a  ftrong  everlailing  manfion, 
foddenly  they  feel  themfelves  fwept  away  into  de- 
ftrudion  by  the  overwhelming  torrent  of  divine  in- 
dignation. 

Here,  brethren,  let  us  paufe  a  while,  and  turn  our 
attention  to  a  queftion  that  I  hope  you  have  antici- 
pated, ^  Am  I  a  living  ftone  built  upon  this  founda- 
tion ?  Are  all  my  hopes  of  acceptance  with  God  and 
eternal  happinefs  founded  upon  this  rock  ?'  Are  you 
not  defirous  to  make  this  important  difcovery  ?  to 
make  it  now  while  you  have  time  ?  if  you  have  made 
a  miftake,  to  correft  it,  by  pulling  down  the  old  build- 
ing, and  beginning  a  new  one  on  the  right  founda- 
tion ?  Have  you  no  anxiety  about  this  ?  If  not,  I 
muft  tell  you,  you  care  not  for  the  God  that  made 
you,  or  the  Saviour  that  bought  you  with  his  blood  : 
heaven  and  hell  are  but  trifles  to  you,  and  you  are 
indifferent  which  fhould  be  your  eternal  lot.  You 
have  not  the  fenfibility  of  a  man  with  regard  to  plea- 
fure  and  pain,  but  the  ftupidity  of  a  brute,  or  rather 
of  a  fenfelefs  ftone.  And  if  you  continue  thus  ftu- 
pidly  carelefs  about  eternal  things,  you  fhall  for  ever 
be  cut  off  from  the  rewards  of  pious  diligence,  and 
feel  the  dreadful  doom  of  the  flothful  fervant.  Bre- 
thren, can  you  be  indifferent  in  a  matter  of  fuch  in- 
finite confequence  ?  Let  me  remind  you  that  a  dread- 
ful hurricane  is  gathering  over  this  guilty  world, 
which  will  burft  upon  you,  and  fweep  you  away,  un- 
lefs  you  be  founded  upon  the  Rock  of  ages.  Think 
of  the  laft  part  of  my  text ;  the  hail  Jh  all  fweep  away 
the  refuge^  or  hope  of  lies ^  the  waters  fhall  overflow  the 
hiding-place.  You  may  be  parts  of  the  outward  court 
of  this  fpiritual  building ;  I  mean,  you  may  be  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church ;  but  that  is  only  a  fcaffold 
to  the  facred  temple,  and  when  this  is  finiflied,  that 
fliall  be  pulled  down.  Remember  this  building  will 
be  critically  infpecled :  the  great  Architeft  will  lay 
judgment  to  the  line^  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet : 

and 


Serm.  28.     'Jefus  Chrijl  the  only  Foundaiiofu  197 

and  if  you  do  not  Hand  that  teft,  you  wiU  be  demo- 
liflied  as  ufelefs  appendages  or  incumbrances,  and 
you  never  can  be  built  up  again  ;  the  temple  of  God 
will  then  be  complete,  and  no  new  ftones  Ihall  be  ad- 
ded to  it  for  ever.  Therefore  now  is  the  time  to  dif- 
cover  fundamental  errors,  and  corifeft  them.  Difco- 
ver  them  you  can  and  will  in  the  eternal  world ;  but 
O !  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  corred  them  ! 

Would  you  then  know  whether  you  are  really 
built  upon  this  fure  foundation  ?  If  fo,  I  fliall  wil- 
lingly affift  you  to  make  the  trial.  And  for  this  pur- 
pofe  I  folemnly  propofe  a  few  queftions  to  your  con- 
fciences  in  the  fight  of  God. 

I.  Have  you  ever  feen  the  utter  infufficiency  of 
every  other  foundation  ?  You  will  never  build  upon 
Chrift,  while  you  can  build  any  where  elfe  with  hopes. 
of  fafety.    If  you  have  ever  fled  to  him  as  a  hiding- 
place,  you  have  feen  it  was  your  laft  refuge.     And 
have  all  your  falfe  hopes,  all  your  refuges  of  lies  been 
fwept  away?  have  you  feen  that  honours,  riches, 
pleafures,  and  all  the  world  were  but  breaking  bub- 
bles ?    Have  you  been  fenfible  that  your  own  righte- 
oufnefs  was  a  rotten  foundation,  and  that  you  were  juft 
ready  to  fink  every  moment  under  the  burden  of  your 
fins,  and  to  be  fwept  away  by  the  torrent  of  divine 
vengeance  ?  Like  a  finking  man,  you  have  been  rea- 
dy  to  catch  at  every  twig  or  fl:raw  for  fupport ;  but 
w  ere  you  obliged  at  length,  with  Peter,  to  turn  to 
Chrift  and  cry  out,  help^  Lord^  I perijh  ?  Have  you  let 
go   every  other  hold,  and  taken  faft  hold  of  him  as 
the  only  fupport?  Have  you  given  up  all  other  grounds 
of  hope,  and  as  poor,  guilty,  periftiing,  helplefs  crea- 
tures, placed  your  whole  dependance  upon  this  foun- 
dation ?    If  you  can  honefliy  give  a  fatisfaftory  an- 
fwer  to  thefe  inquiries,  it  looks  encouraging  :  but  if 
not,  you  may  be  fure  you  are  building  upon  fome 
fandy  foundation  ;  you  are  lurking  in  fome  refuge 
of  lies,  and  muft  be  overwhelmed  at  laft  in  inevita- 
ble ruin. 

2.  Have 
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3.  Have  you  ever  been  fenfible  of  the  precioufnefs; 
tite  excellency,  and  the  liability  of  this  divine  foun- 
dation ?  If  you  have  ever  built  upon  Chrift,  it  has 
been  at  once  an  ad  of  the  laft  neceffity,  and  of  the 
Hioft  free  choice.  O  !  how  precious  did  this  ftone 
appear  to  you !  like  the  loadllone,  it  had  a  ftrong 
attraclion  upon  you,  and  you  were  effeduaDy  drawa 
to  it.  You  need  go  no  farther  than  your  own  hearts 
to  find  the  truth  of  what  I  have  faid  of  the  preciouf- 
Rcfs  of  Chrift  ;  the  precioufnefs  of  his  ftrength,  his 
righteoufnefsy  and  every  thing  in  him.  To  you  that 
believe^  he  is  precious,  i  Pet.  ir.  7.  This  is  the  affertion 
of  an  apoftle  concerning  all  believeps,  without  excep- 
tion. And  fliall  I  conclude  this  is  the  real  fentiment 
of  all  in  this  affembly  concerning  Chrift  ?  Shall  I  con- 
clude it,  brethren  ?  O  !  £hall  I  allow  myfelf  to  be  fo 
happy  ?  Does  your  confcience  tell  you  there  is  ground 
for  your  faying  that  Chrift  is  precious  to  you.  Alas! 
is  it  not  quite  the  reverfe  with  many  of  you  ? 

3.  Where  is  your  habitual  dependance  ?  Is  it  upon 
Jefus  Chrift  alone  ?  or  is  it  upon  fomethmg  elfe  ?  Do 
you  not  feel  the  need  of  ftrength,  of  fpiritual  life,  of 
pardon  and  righteoufnefs,  and  eternal  life  ?  Certainly, 
if  you  know  yourfelves,  you  feel  the  need  of  thefe 
things.  And  upon  whom  do  you  depend  for  them  ? 
Is  it  upon  Jefus  Chrift  alone  ?  Is  it  habitual,  and,  as 
it  were,  natural  to  you,  fince  you  firft  ventured  upon 
this  foundation,  to  reft  there,  fenfible  that  you  have 
always  need  of  this  fupport,  and  that  every  other 
foundation  is  but  finking  fand  ?  Brethren,  what  does 
confcience  reply  to  thefe  queftions  ? 

4.  Have  you  been  formed  into  proper  ftones  for 
this  fpiritual  temple  ?  Has  God  hewn  you,  may  I  fo 
fpeak,  by  his  word,  and  broken  off  whatever  was 
rugged,  irregular,  and  unfit  to  be  compared  into  the 
building  ?  Has  he  fliaped  and  poliflied  your  fouls  for 
a  place  in  it  ?  Do  you  feel  this  divine  Architect  daily 
carrying  on  this  work  in  you,  polifhing  you  more 
and  more  into  a  refemblance  to  Chrift  I  Or  are  you 
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ftill  the  fame  rough,  irregular,  unpoliflied  pieces,  with 
human  nature,  unfanftified  in  its  prefent  degenerate 
ftate  ?  Then  you  may  be  fure  you  are  not  built  upon 
this  foundation. 

I  think  I  may  pronounce  thefe  few  queries  fully 
decifive  in  this  cafe.  And  what  difcoveries  do  thfey 
now  make  among  you  ?  Where  now  appears  to  be 
the  foundation  of  your  hope  ?  Have  not  fome  of  you 
rejefted  the  chief  corner-ftone  which  God  has  ap- 
pointed, and  built  upon  a  quickfand  ?  If  fo,  even  a 
friendly  tongue  cannot  but  denounce  fome  terrible 
things  to  you. 

While  you  are  not  founded  upon  Chrift,  you  fhall, 
you  muft  unavoidably,  fink  for  ever.  There  is  no- 
thing that  can  fupport  you.  Build  your  hopes  ever 
fo  high,  the  fabric  will  fall,  and  bury  you  in  its  ruins* 
Nay,  this  only  foundation  of  hope  and  happinefs 
will  be  to  you  a  ftone  of  ftumbling  and  a  rock  of  of- 
fence, the  occafion  of  your  more  aggravated  guilt, 
and  more  dreadful  deftruftion.  There  are  a  few 
texts  of  fcripture  which  I  would  ring  like  peals  of 
alarming  thunder  in  your  ears.  The  fame  Lord  of  hojis 
who  jhall  be  for  a  fanituary  to  his  people^  fhall  be  for  a 
fione  of  ftumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence^  for  a  gin  and  a 
fnare  ;  and  many  Jhall  flumble  and  fall ^  and  be  broken^ 
and  fnaredj  and  taken.  Ifaiah  viii.  14.  Unto  you  that 
believe^  fays  St.  Peter,  he  is  precious  ;  but  a  Jionc  of 
Jtumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence  to  them  thatjiumble  at  the 
word.  I  Peter  ii.  7,  8.  If  this  ftone  be  not  made  by 
you  the  foundation  of  your  hopes,  it  will  fall  upon 
you  and  crufh  you  in  pieces.  Remember  the  decla- 
ration of  Chrift  himfelf,  Whofoever  jlmll  fall  upon 
this  fione  Jhall  be  broken  ;  that  is,  whofoever  fhall 
rejed  him  while  in  a  humble  form  in  the  days  of  his 
fiefh,  fhall  perifh,  but  on  whomfoever  this  fione  Jhall fall^ 
it  fhall  grind  him  to  powder  ;  that  is,  whofoever  IhaU 
rejed  him  in  his  ftate  of  exaltation,  fhall  perifh  in  a 
fiill  more  terrible  manner.     And  will  not  all  thefe 
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alarming  confiderations  have  weight  with  you,  to 
perfuade  you  to  make  him  yoiir  only  foundation  ? 

If  you  have  already  made  him  fo,  then  be  affured 
you  are  fafc  and  immoveable  for  ever.  Let  ftorms 
of  private  or  public  calamity  rife  and  beat  upon  you  ; 
let  your  fears  and  doubts  rife  to  ever  fo  high  a  de- 
luge ;  let  temptations  make  ever  fo  fevcre  attacks 
upon  you,  ftill  the  foundation  on  which  you  ftand 
abides  firm  and  unfliaken.  Nay,  let  all  nature  go  to 
wreck,  and  feas  and  land,  and  heaven  and  earth  be 
blended  together,  ftill  this  foundation  ftands  firm, 
and  the  living  temple  built  upon  it  will  remain  im- 
moveable for  ever.  You  that  believe,  need  not  make 
hafte,  you  need  not  be  ftruck  into  confternation  upon 
the  appearance  of  danger,  nor  fly  to  unlawful  means 
of  deliverance,  your  all  is  fafe,  and  therfore  you  may 
be  ferene  and  calm.  Is  the  burden  of  your  guilt  in- 
tolerable, and  are  you  ready  to  fink  under  it  ?  Or  are 
you  finking  under  a  load  of  forrow  ?  Whatever  be 
the  burden,  caft  it  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  will  fuftain 
you.  This  foundation  is  able  to  bear  you  up,  how- 
ever great  the  preflure.  Come  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  come,  and  build  your  hopes,  and  place 
your  reft  here.  O  !  what  joyful  tidings  are  thefe  ! 
I  hope  they  will  prove  a  word  in  feafon  to  fome  foul 
that  is  weary. 

What  now  remains  but  that  I  fliould  more  expli- 
citly point  out  this  precious  ftone  to  you  all,  by 
illuftrating  the  emphatical  word  behold^  prefixt  to  the 
text. 

Behold,  ye  poor  finking  fouls,  behold  with  wonder 
and  gratitude  :  here  is  a  fure  foundation  for  you  ; 
caft  your  whole  weight,  venture  your  eternal  all  upon 
it,  and  it  will  fupport  you.  Say  no  more,  '  Alas  !  I 
muft  fink  for  ever  under  this  mountain  of  guilt ;' 
but  turn  to  Jefus,  with  finking  Peter,  and  cry,  Help^ 
Lord,  Iperijh  ;  and  he  will  bear  you  up.  Yes,  what- 
ever ftorms  may  blow,  whatever  convulfions  may 
ihake  the  world,  you  are  fafe. 

Behold, 
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Behold,  ye  joyful  believers.  See  here  the  fotinda- 
tion  of  all  your  joys  and  hopes.  Do  you  ftand  firm 
like  Mount  Zion  ?  See,  here  is  the  rock  that  fupports 
you.  Gratefully  acknowledge  it,  and  infcribe  this 
precious  ftone  with  your  praifes.  Point  it  out  to 
others  as  the  only  ground  of  hope  for  periftiing  fouls. 

Behold,  ye  wretched  felf-righteous  Pharifees,  the 
only  rock  on  which  you  muft  build  if  you  expeft  to 
ftand.  Your  proud  felf-confident  virtue,  your  boafted 
philofophic  morality,  is  but  a  loofe  tottering  founda- 
tion. Virtue  and  morality  are  neceflary  to  complete 
and  adorn  the  fuperftrudhire  ;  but  when  they  are  laid 
at  the  bottom  of  all,  they  wiU  prove  but  a  quickfand. 

Behold^  ye  defpifers^  and  wonder  and  perijh  !  perilh 
you  muft  if  you  fet  at  nought  this  precious  ftone. 
To  you  this  only  foundation  is  like  to  prove  ^ijione  of 
Jtumbling^  and  a  rock  of  offence.  To  you  the  nature  of 
things  is  inverted :  the  only  ground  of  hope  will 
heighten  your  defpair  j  and  the  Saviour  of  men  will 
be  your  deftroyer. 

Behold,  ye  glorious  angels,  behold  the  firm  foun- 
dation divine  love  has  laid  for  the  falvation  of  guilty- 
worms.  It  is  as  firm  as  that  on  which  you  ftana. 
Are  the  affairs  of  mortals  beneath  your  notice  ?  No, 
we  are  concerned  with  Jefus  too  who  is  your  head ; 
and  our  connexion  with  him  muft  give  us  an  impor- 
tance in  your  view.  Therefore  join  with  us  in  cele- 
brating the  praifes  of  this  foundation.  This  precious 
ftone  appears  to  you  in  all  its  fplendors  :  its  brilliancy 
dazzles  your  admiring  eyes.  We  alfo  admire  it  as 
far  as  we  know  it ;  but  to  us  it  is  like  a  foundation 
laid  deep  under  ground,  that  fupports  us  though  we 
fee  it  not.  When  ftiall  we  be  placed  in  your  advan- 
tageous fituation,  the  heights  of  the  heavenly  Zion, 
where  it  will  appear  fuU  to  our  view,  and  be  the  objeflt 
of  our  delightful  contemplation  for  ever  and  ever  ! 


Vol.  n,  Dd  *     SERMON 
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SERMON     XXIX. 

THE  NECESSITY  AND  EXCELLENCE  OF  FAMILY- 
RELIGION. 


I  Timothy  v.  8.  But  if  any  provide  not  for  his  own^ 
and  efpecially  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe^  he  hath  denied 
the  fait h^  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel. 

THE  great  Author  of  our  nature,  who  has  made 
us  fociable  creatures,  has  inftituted  various 
focietics  among  mankind,  both  civil  and  religious, 
and  joined  them  together  by  the  various  bonds  of 
relation.  The  firft  and  radical  fociety  is  that  of  a 
fcimily,  which  is  the  nurfery  of  the  church  and  ftate. 
This  was  the  fociety  inftituted  in  Paradife  in  the  ftate 
of  innocence,  when  the  indulgent  Creator,  finding 
that  it  was  not  good  for  man,  a  fociable  creature,  to 
be  alone,  formed  an  help  meet  for  him,  and  united 
them  in  the  endearing  bonds  of  the  conjugal  relation. 
From  thence  the  human  race  was  propagated ;  and 
when  multiplied,  it  was  formed  into  civil  govern- 
ments and  ecclefiaftical  affemblies.  Without  thefe 
aflbciations  the  worfliip  of  God  could  not  be  pub- 
licly and  focially  performed,  and  liberty  and  property 
could  not  be  fecured.  Without  thefe,  men  would 
turn  favages  and  roam  at  large,  deftitute  of  religion, 
infenfible  of  the  human  paffions,  and  regardlefs  of 
each  other's  welfare.  Civil  and  religious  focieties 
are  therefore  wifely  continued  in  the  world,  and  we 
enjoy  the  numerous  advantages  of  them.  But  thefe 
do  not  exclude,  but  prefuppofe  domeftic  focieties', 
which  are  the  meterials  of  which  they  are  compofed  ; 
and  as  churches  and  kingdoms  are  formed  out  of 
families,  they  will  be  fuch  as  the  meterials  of  which 
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they  confift.  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft  impor* 
tance  to  religion  and  civil  fociety  that  families  be  un- 
der proper  regulations,  that  they  may  produce  pro- 
per plants  for  church  and  ftate,  and  efpccially  for  the 
eternal  world,  in  which  all  the  temporary  affociati- 
ons  of  mortals  in  this  world  finally  terminate,  and  to 
which  they  ultimately  refer. 

Now  in  families,  as  well  as  in  all  governments, 
there  are  fuperiors  and  inferiors  ;  and  as  it  is  the 
place  of  the  latter  to  obey,  fo  it  belongs  to  the  for- 
mer both  to  rule  and  to  provide.  The  heads  of  fa- 
milies are  obliged  not  only  to  exercife  their  authority 
over  their  dependents,  but  alfo  to  provide  for  them  a 
competency  of  the  neceffaries  of  life ;  and  indeed 
their  right  to  rule  is  but  a  power  to  provide  for 
themfelves  and  their  domeftics. 

This  is  implied  in  my  text,  where  the  apoftle 
makes  the  omiffion  of  this  duty  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  Chriftianity ;  and  a  crime  fo  unnatural,  that 
even  infidels  are  free  from  it.  If  any  man  provide  not 
for  his  own  J  and  efpecially  for  ihofe  of  his  own  houfe^  he 
bath  denied  the  faith  ^  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel. 

The  apofl:le,  among  other  things,  in  this  chapter  is 
giving  direftions  how  widows  fliould  be  treated  in 
the  church.  If  they  were  widows  indeed  ;  that  is, 
widowed  and  entirely  deftitute  of  relations  to  fup- 
port  them  ;  then  he  advifes  to  maintain  them  at  the 
publicjexpences  of  the  church,  (ver.  3,  9,  10.)  But  if 
they  were  fuch  widows  as  had  children  or  nephews, 
then  he  orders  that  they  fhould  be  maintained  by 
thefe  their  relatives,  and  that  the  charge  fhould  not 
fall  upon  the  church,  (ver.  4,  16.) 

He  fuppofes  that  the  relatives  of  fome  of  them 
might  be  unwilling  to  put  themfelves  to  this  expence : 
and  to  engage  fuch  to  their  duty,  he  in  the  text  ex- 
pofes  the  unnatural  wickednefe  of  neglefting  it.  If 
any  man  provide  not  for  his  own^  and  efpecially  for  thofe  of 
his  own  houfe^  he  hath  denied  the  faith  ^  and  is  worfe  than 
an  infidel. 
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By  a  man's  own  are  meant  poor  relatives,  wha 
are  unable  to  fupport  themfelves.  And  by  his  houfe 
are  meant  thofe  that  are  his  domeftics,  and  that  live 
with  him,  as  wife,  children,  fervants.  The  former  a 
man  is  obliged  to  provide  for,  but  efpecially  the  lat- 
ter 5  and  if  he  negled  it,  he  has  denied  the  faith  in 
fact,  however  much  he  may  profefs  it  in  words  ;  he 
is  iio  chriftian,  nor  to  be  treated  as  fuch :  nay,  he  is 
worfe  than  an  infidel ;  for  many  heathens  have  had 
fo  much  humanity  and  natural  light,  as  to  obferve 
their  duty,  fupporting  their  domeftics  and  fuch  of 
their  relatives  as  could  not  procure  a  fubfiftence  for 
themfelves. 

In  order  to  make  provifion  for  our  families,  we 
mufl  be  careful  or  laborious,  according  to  our  cir- 
cumftances,  and  fee  that  all  our  domeftics  be  fo  too. 
And  Lim  that  will  not  work,  neither  let  him  eat.  2  Theff. 
iii.  10. 

'  This,  fome  of  you  will  fay,  is  excellent  doftrine, 
and  this  is  our  favourite  text,  which  we  often  defcant 
upon  to  juftify  our  eager  purfuit  of  the  world.  This 
commandment  have  we  kept  from  our  youth  up ; 
and,  as  we  exert  ourfelves  to  provide  eftates  for  our 
children,  we  are  not  chargeable  with  any  guilt  in  this 
cafe.'  But  ftay,  firs  ;  before  you  peremptorily  con- 
clude yourfelves  innocent,  let  me  afk  you,  are  your 
domeftics,  your  wives,  children,  and  fervants,  no- 
thing but  meterial  bodies  ?  If  fo,  I  grant  your  duty  is 
fulfilled  by  providing  for  their  bodies.  If  they  are 
only  formed  for  this  world,  and  have  no  concern 
with  a  future,  then  it  is  enough  for  you  to  make 
provifion  for  them  in  the  prefent  ftate.  They  are 
like  your  cattle,  upon  this  hypothefis,  and  you  may 
treat  them  as  you  do  your  beafts,  fodder  them  well, 
and  make  them  work  for  you.  But  are  you  fo  abfurd 
as  to  indulge  fuch  a  thought  ?  Are  you  not  fully  con- 
vinced that  your  domeftics  were  made  for  eternity, 
endowed  with  immortal  fouls,  and  have  the  greateft 
concern  with  the  eternal  world  ?  If  fo,  can  you  think 
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it  fufBcient  that  you  provide  for  their  bodies  and  their 
temporal  fubliftence  ?  I  appeal  to  yourfelves,  is  there 
not  as  much  reafon  for  your  taking  care  of  their  im- 
mortal fpirits  as  of  their  perifhing  bodies?  Ought 
you  not  to  be  as  regardful,  and  as  laborious  for  thdr 
comfortable  fubfiftence  in  eternity  as  in  time  ?  Nay, 
is  not  your  obligation  to  family-religion  as  much 
more  ftrong  as  an  immortal  fpirit  is  more  important 
than  a  machine  of  animated  day,  and  the  intqrefts  of 
eternity  exceed  thofe  of  this  tranfitory  world  ?  If 
then  he  that  does  not  provide  for  his  domefties  a 
competency  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  has  denied  the 
faith ^  and  is  loorfe  than  an  infidel^  what  fliall  we  fay  of 
him  that  neglefts  their  fouls,  and  takes  no  pains  to 
form  them  for  an  happy  immortality  ?  Surely  he 
muft  be  worfe  than  one  that  is  worfe  than  an  infidel ; 
and  how  extremely  bad  then  muft  he  be !  He  has 
more  than  denied  the  faith,  however  confidently  he 
may  profefs  it. 

You  fee  that  though  this  text  does  not  immedi- 
ately refer  to  family-religion,  yet  it  will  admit  of  a 
very  natural  accommodation  to  that  purpofe  :  and  in 
this  view  I  intend  to  handle  it. 

Several  of  you,  my  hearers,  I  doubt  not,  have  long 
fince  formed  and  praciifed  Jofliua's  refolution  ;  As 
for  me  and  my  houfe^  we  willferve  the  Lord.  Jofti.  xxiv. 
1 5.  While  vanity  laughs  aloud,  and  impiety  belches 
out  its  blafphemies  in  families  around  you,  the  voice 
offpiritual  rejoicing  andfalvation  is  heard  in  your  taber- 
nacles. Pfalm  cxviii.  15.  I  congratulate  you,  my  dear 
brethren,  and  hope  your  families  will  be  nurferies  for 
religion  in  future  times,  and  educate  many  for  the 
heavenly  ftate ;  nay,  I  hope  you  have  feen  fome  of  the 
happy  effects  of  it  already  in  the  early  impreffions  that 
begin  to  appear  upon  the  tender  minds  of  your  dear 
children,  and  the  promifing  folemnity  and  reforma- 
tion of  fome  of  your  flaves.  It  were  to  be  wifhed 
that  all  of  you  made  confcience  of  this  matter,  and 
it  would  not  at  all  feem  extravagant  to  expcft  it ; 
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for  furely  it  would  not  be  extravagant  to  expeft  that 
you,  who  attend  upon  public  worfliip,  and  profefe 
the  religion  of  Jefus,  fhould  not  fo  grofly  deny  the 
feith  as  to  be  worfe  than  infidels.  But  alas !  my  friends, 
though  I  do  not  affecl  to  be  a  fpy  into  your  families, 
I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  godly  jealoufy^  left  fome  of 
you  habitually  negleft  this  very  important  duty. 
Though  family-religion  be  not  the  peculiarity  of  a 
party,  but  owned  to  be  obligatory  by  chriftians  in  ge- 
neral (and  therefore  chriftians  of  all  denominations 
ihould  confcientioufly  obferve  it,  if  they  would  aft 
confiftently  with  their  own  principles)  yet  are  there 
not  feveral  in  this  affembly  who  live  without  religi- 
on in  their  houfes?  Confcience  can  find  out  the  guilty, 
and  I  need  not  be  more  particular.  It  is  certainly  a 
moft  lamentable  thing  that  any  who  have  enjoyed 
fuch  opportunities  for  inftruction,  who  have  been 
foleitmly  and  frequently  warned,  exhorted,  and  per- 
fuaded,  and  who  have  come  under  the  ftrongeft  obli- 
gations to  this  duty,  fliould  notwithftanding  live  in 
the  wilful  and  habitual  negleft  of  it.  For  perfons  to 
omit  it  for  want  of  inftruction  about  its  obligation 
might  be  very  confiftent  with  a  tender  confcience, 
and  nothing  would  be  neceflary  to  bring  fuch  to  the 
praftice,  but  to  convince  them  it  is  their  duty,  which 
it  is  very  eafy  to  do ;  but  to  omit  family-religion  in 
our  circumftances,  my  brethren,  difcovers  fuch  a  ftu- 
pid  indifferency  about  religion,  or  fo  inveterate  an 
avcrfion  to  it,  that  it  is  lamentably  doubtful,  whe- 
ther a  conviftion  of  the  duty  will  determine  you  to 
the  praftice  of  it.  When  perfons  have  long  habitu- 
ated themfelves  to  fin  againft  light,  it  is  hard  to  take 
any  efFeftual  meafures  to  deal  with  them.  All  that 
the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  can  do,  is  to  convince  their 
underftandings,  to  perfuade,  to  exhort,  to  invite,  to 
threaten ;  but  fuch  are  accuftomed  to  refift  thefe 
means,  and  now  they  find  it  no  great  difliculty  to 
mafter  them*  I  therefore  make  this  attempt  with  dif- 
couragement,  and  hardly  hope  to  fucceed  with  fuch 
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of  you  as  have  hitherto  obftinately  fought  againft 
conviction  ;  and  the  attempt  is  ftill  the  more  melan- 
choly, as  I  know  that,  if  what  fliall  be  oiFered  does, 
not  prevail  upon  you  to  make  confcience  of  fa- 
mily-religion, the  additional  light  you  may  receive; 
.  vnW  but  render  you  more  inexcufable,  encreafe  your 
guilt,  and  confequently  your  punilhment.  This  isf^ 
one  of  the  tremendous  confequences  of  the  miniftry 
of  this  neglefted,  difregarded  gofpel,  that  may  ftrike 
minifters  and  people  with  a  fokmn  horror.  However,, 
I  am  not  without  hopes  of  fuccefe  with  fome  of  you» 
who  have  not  yet  been  curfed  with  a  horrid  viftory. 
over  your  confciences.  I  hope  that  when  you  are 
more  fully  convinced  of  this  duty,  you  will  immedi- 
ately begin  the  practice  of  it.  But  though  I  had  no 
expeftation  of  fuccefs,  I  am  ftill  obliged  to  make  the 
attempt.  Though  nothing  can  animate  a  minifter 
more  than  the  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  yet  he  is  not  to 
regulate  his  cqnduft  wholly  according  to  this  prof? 
peft.  He  muft  labour  to  deliver  his  own  foul,  by 
warning  even  fuch  as  may  not  regard  it.  He  mujft 
declare  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  whether  they  hear, 
or  whether  they  forbear*  I  fliall  therefore,  my  dear 
brethren,  endeavour  honeftly  this  day  to  bring  you 
to  Jofliua's  refolution,  that  you  and  your  houfes  will 
ferve  the  Lord ;  and  let  him  who  is  hardy  enough  tq 
defpife  it,  prepare  to  anfwer  for  it  at  the  fupreme 
tribunal ;  for  be  defpifeth  not  man,  but  God. 

I  would  not  have  you  perform  any  thing  as  a  du- 
ty, till  you  have  fufficient  means  to  convince  you 
that  it  is  a  duty ;  and  I  would  not  confine  you  to  an 
over-frequent  performance  of  the  duty  I  am  now  to 
open  to  you  ;  therefore  when  I  have  briefly  mentir 
oned  the  various  parts  of  family-religion,  I  fliall, 

L  Prove  it  to  be  a  duty,  from  the  law  of  nature 
and  fcripture-revelation. 

II.  Shew  in  what  feafons,  or  how  frequently  fami* 
ly-religion  fliould  be  ftatedly  performed. 

III.  I  fliall  confider  what  particular   obligation 
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the  heads  of  families  lie  under,  and  whatt  authority 
they  are  invefted  with  to  maintain  religion  in  their 
houfes.     And, 

IV.  And  laftly,  I  fhall  anfwer  the  ufual  objections 
made  againft  this  important  duty. 

As  to  the  parts  of  family-religion,  they  are  prayer, 
praife,  and  inftruftion.  We  and  our  families  ftand 
m  need  of  blcffings  in  a  domeftic  capacity,  therefore 
in  that  capacity  we  fliould  pray  for  them ;  in  that 
capacity  too  we  receive  many  bleflings ;  therefore  in 
that  capacity  we  fliould  return  thanks  for  them  ;  and 
finging  of  pfalms  is  the  mofl:  proper  method  of  thankf- 
givmg.  Further  :  Our  domeftics  need  inftrudions 
about  the  great  concerns  of  religion,  therefore  we 
ihould  teach  them.  But  I  need  not  ftay  to  prove 
each  of  thefe  branches  to  be  a  duty,  becaufe  the  fol- 
lowing arguments  for  the  whole  of  family-religion 
will  be  equally  conclufive  for  each  part  of  it,  and 
may  be  ealily  accommodated  to  it.     Therefore, 

I.  I  fliall  prove  that  family-religion  is  a  duty,  from 
the  light  of  nature  and  of  fcripture. 

To  prepare  the  way,  I  would  obferve  that  you 
Ihould  hear  what  fliall  be  offered  with  a  mind  in  love 
with  your  duty  when  it .  appears.  You  would  not 
willingly  have  a  caufe  tried  by  one  that  is  your  ene- 
my :  now  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God^  and 
confequently  Xvhile  you  retain  that  carnal  mind,  .you 
are  very  unfit  to  judge  of  the  force  of  thofe  argu- 
ments that  prove  your  duty  towards  him.  If  you 
hate  the  difcovery,  you  will  fliut  your  eyes  againft 
the  light,  and  not  receive  the  truth  in  love.  There- 
fore lie  open  to  convidion,  and  I  doubt  not  but  you 
fliall  receive  it  from  the  following  arguments. 

If  family-religion  be  due  to  the  fupreme  Being  up- 
on the  account  of  his  perfeftions,  and  the  relation 
he  bears  to  us, — if  it  be  one  great  defign  of  the  infti- 
tution  of  families, — ^if  it  tend  to  the  advantage  of  our 
domeftics, — if  it  be  our.  privilege, — ^then  family-reii- 
gion  appears  to  be  our  duty  from  the  law  of  nature. 

I.  If 
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I .  If  family-religion  be  a  juft  debt  to  the  fupreme 
Being,  upon  account  of  his  perfedioris  and  the  rela- 
tion he  (uftains  to  us  as  families,  then  it  muft  be  our 
duty  to  maintain  it  according  to  the  law  of  nature. 
Now  this  is  the  cafe  in  feft. 

God  is  the  moft  excellent  of  beings,  and  therefore 
worthy  of  homage  in  every  capacity,  from  his  rea- 
fonable  creatures.  It  is  the  mpreme  excellency  of  the 
.Deity  that  renders  him  the  objeft  of  perfonal  devo- 
<  tion,  or  the  religion  of  individuals,  and  the  fame  rea- 
ibn  extends  to  family-religion ;  for  fuch  is  his  excel- 
lency, that  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  worfhip  which  we 
can  give  him ;  and  after  all,  he  is  exalted  above  all  our 
hlejftng  and  praife^  Nehem.  ix.  5.  that  is,  he  ftiU  de- 
ferves  more  blemng  and  praife  than  we  can  give  him. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  our  capacity  is  the  meafure  of 
our  obligation  to  ferve  him  ;  that  is,  in  whatfoever 
capacity  we  are  that  admits  of  fervice  to  him,  we  are 
bound  to  perform  all  that  fervice  to  him,  becaufe  he 
juftly  deferves  it  aU.  Now  we  are  capable  of  wor- 
fliipping  him  as  a  family,  for  family-devotion,  you 
muft  own  is  a  thing  poffible  in  itfelf,  therefore  we 
are  bound  to  worlhip  him  in  that  capacity.  If  any 
of  you  deny  this,  do  but  put  your  denial  into  plain 
words,  and  you  muft  fliudder  at  yourfelves  :  it  muft 
ftand  thus, '  I  muft  own  that  fuch  is  the  excellency 
of  the  Deity,  that  he  has  a  right  to  all  the  homage 
which  I  can  pay  him  in  every  capacity  ;  yet  I  owe 
him  none,  I  will  pay  him  none  in  the  capacity  of  an 
head  of  a  family.  I  own  I  owe  him  worlhip  from 
myfelf  as  an  individual,  but  my  family  as  fuch  fliall 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  Will  you,  firs,  rather 
run  into  fuch  an  impious  abfurdity  as  this,  than  own 
yourfelves  obliged  to  this  duty  ? 

Again,  God  is  the  Author  of  our  fociable  natures, 
and  as  fuch  claims  focial  worfhip  from  us.  He  form- 
ed us  capable  of  fociety,  and  inclined  us  to  it :  and 
furely  this  capacity  ought  to  be  improved  for  religi- 
ous purpofes.    Is  there  any  of  you  fo  hardy  as  tp 

Vol.  II.  Ee  fc.^^ 
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fay,  *  Though  God  has  made  me  a  fociable  creature, 
yet  I  owe  him  no  worlhip  as  fuch,  and  will  pay  him 
none  ?*  You  may  as  well  fay, '  Though  he  formed 
me  a  man,  and  endowed  me  with  powers  to  ferve 
him,  yet  as  a  man  or  an  individual,  I  will  not  ferve 
him.'  And  what  is  this  but  to  renounce  all  obliga- 
tions to  God,  and  to  cut  yourfelves  off  from  all  con- 
nexion with  him.  Now  if  your  focial  nature  lays 
you  under  an  obligation  to  focial  religion,  then  it 
muft  oblige  you  to  family-religion,  for  a  family  is 
the  firft  fociety  that  ever  was  inftituted ;  it  is  a  radi- 
cal fociety,  from  which  all  others  are  derived,  there- 
fore here  focial  religion  began  (as  it  muft  have  begun 
in  families  before  it  had  place  in  other  focieties)  and 
here  it  ought  ftill  to  continue. 

Again,  God  is  the  Proprietor,  Supporter,  and  Be- 
nefadior  of  our  families,  as  well  as  of  our  perfons, 
and  therefore  our  families  as  fuch  fhould  pay  him 
homage.  He  is  the  owner  of  your  families,  and  where 
is  the  man  that  dares  deny  it  ?  Dare  any  of  you  fay, 
God  hath  nothing  to  do  with  my  family ;  he  hath 
no  right  there,  and  I  will  acknowledge  none  ?  Un- 
happy creatures  I  Whofe  property  are  you  then  ?  If 
not  God's,  you  are  helplefs  orphans  indeed ;  or  ra- 
ther the  voluntary  avowed  fubjefts  of  hell.  But  if 
your  families  are  his  property,  muft  you  not  own 
that  you  Ihould  worfliip  him  as  fuch  ?  What  ?  pay 
no  acknowledgment  to  your  great  Proprietor  ?  how 
unjuft  !  The  ^poftle  argues,  that  becaufe  our  perfons 
are  his,  therefore  we  ftiould  ferve  him,  1  Cor.  vi.  19, 
20.  and  furely  the  argument  is  equally  ftrong  in  this 
cafe.  Further,  Are  not  your  families  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  God  as  their  Supporter  and  Benefac- 
tor ?  Should  he  withdraw  his  fupporting  hand,  you 
and  your  houfes  would  fink  into  ruin  together.  Are 
you  not  then  obliged  in  a  family-capacity  to  acknow- 
ledge and  praife  him  ?  You  alfo  receive  numberlefs 
bleffings  from  him  in  a  domeftic  capacity  :  every 
evening  and  morning,  every  night  and  -day  you  find 
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his  mercies  flowing  down  upon  your  houfes,  and 
fliall  no  grateful  acknowledgments  afcend  from  them 
to  him  ?  You  alfo  every  moment  ftamd  in  need  of 
numerous  bleflings,  not  only  lor  yourfdves  but  for 
your  families,  and  will  you  not  jointly  with  your 
families  implore  chcfe  bleffings  from  your  divine  Be- 
nefaftor  ?  Here  again  confider  the  language  of  your 
refufal,  and  it  mull  flrike  you  with  horror :  '  I  own 
that  God  is  the  proprietor  of  my  family,  that  he  is 
the  conftant  fupport  of  my  family,  that  I  and  mine 
every  moment  receive  mercies  from  him,  and  depend 
entirely  upon  him  for  them,  yet  my  family  as  fuch 
fhall  pay  no  worfhip,  fhall  ferve  him  uo  more  than  if 
we  had  no  concern  with  him/  Can  you  venture  up- 
on fuch  a  declaration  as  this  ? 

2.  If  family-religion  was  the  principal  defign  of 
the  inflitution  of  families,  then  is  family-religion  our 
indifpenfable  duty. 

That  families  were  founded  by  God  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  creation  of  different  fexes,  the  inflitu- 
tion of  marriage,  and  th€  various  relations  among 
mankind,  and  trom  the  univerfal  agency  of  his  pro- 
vidence. Pfalm  Ixviii.  6.  and  cxili.  g. 

And  that  family-religion  was  the  principal  end  of 
the  inftitution,  is  evident ;  for  can  you  think  that 
God  would  unite  a  number  of  immortals,  heirs  of 
the  eternal  world,  together  in  the  mofi:  intimate 
bonds,  in  this  flate  of  trial,  without  any  reference  to 
their  future  flate  ?  Were  your  families  made  for  this 
world  only,  or  for  the  next  ?  If  for  the  next,  then 
religion  muft  be  maintained  in  them,  for  that  alone 
can  prepare  you  for  eternity :  or  if  you  fay  your  fa- 
milies were  formed  for  this  world,  pray  what  was 
this  world  made  for  ?  To  be  the  final  refidence  I  or 
to  be  only  a  flage  along  which  to  pafs  into  your  ever- 
lafling  home,  a  place  of  probation  for  candidates  for 
immortality  ?  And  mufi:  not  religion  then  be  main- 
tained in  your  families  ?  They  fliould  be  nurferies 
for  heaven ;  and  that  they  cannot  be,  if  you  banilli 
devotion  from  them-  If 
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If  the  conjugal  relation,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  families,  was  firft  inftituted  for  religious  purpofes, 
then  certainly  the  worfhip  of  God  ought  to  be  main- 
tained in  them.  But  the  former  is  true :  Did  not  he 
make  me  ?  Mai.  ii.  1 5.  that  is,  one  of  each  fex,  that 
there  might  be  one  for  one ;  and  that  the  very  crea- 
tion of  our  nature  might  carry  an  intimation  that 
polygamy  was  unnatural.  *  And  wherefore  one  ?* 
that  IS,  wherefore  did  God  make  but  one  of  each 
fex,  when  he  had  the  rejidue  of  the  fpirit^  and  could 
have  made  more  ?  Why  his  defign  was  that  he  might 
feek  a  godly  feed;  that  is,  that  children  might  not  on- 
ly be  procreated,  but  retain  and  convey  down  religi- 
on from  age  to  age.  But  can  this  defign  be  accom- 
pliihed  if  you  renife  to  maintain  religion  in  your  fa- 
milies ?  Can  you  expeft  that  godlinefs  fliall  run  on 
in  the  line  of  your  pofterity,  if  you  habitually  negleA 
it  in  your  houfes !  Can  a  godly  feed  be  raifed  in  fo 
corrupt  a  foil  ?  Therefore,  if  you  omit  this  duty,  you 
live  in  families  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  end  of  the 
inftitution,  and  deny  your  domeftics  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage they  can  enjoy  as  members  of  a  family :  a 
confideration  which  leads  me  to  another  argument. 

3.  If  family-religion  tends  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage of  our  families,  then  it  is  our  duty ;  and  to  neg- 
lea:  it  is  wickedly  to  rob  ourfelves  and  ours  of  the 
greateft  advantage. 

If  you  deny  that  reli^on  is  advantageous,  you  may 
renounce  the  name  of  chriftians  ;  yes,  and  of  men 
too.  Religion  places  its  fubjefts  under  the  blefling 
and  guardianship  of  Heaven  ;  it  reftrains  them  from 
thofe  pradtices  which  may  be  ruinous  to  them  in 
time  and  eternity ;  it  fuppreffes  fuch  diipofitions  and 
paffions  as  are  turbulent  and  felf-tor men  ting ;  and 
aflFords  the  moft  refined  and  fubftantial  joys. 

Now  I  appeal  to  yourfelves  whether  it  be  not  more 
probable  that  your  family  will  be  religious,  if  you  fo- 
lemnly  worfliip  God  with  them,  and  inftruft  them, 
than  it  would  be  if  you  neglected  thefc  duties  ?  How 
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can  yon  expeA  that  your  children  and  fervants  will 
become  wdrfhippers  of  the  Godpf  heaven,  if  they 
have  been  educated  in  the  negled  of  family-reli^On? 
Can  prayerlefs  parents  expeft  to  have  praying  chil- 
dren ?  If  you  negleft  to  inftrud  them,  can  you  cx- 
peft  they  will  grow  up  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
of  themfelves  ?  If  they  fee  you  receive  daily  merdess 
from  thie  God  of  heaven,  and  yet  refufe  him  the  tri- 
bute of  praife,  is  it  not  likely  they  will  imitate  your 
ingratitude,  and  fpend  their  days  in  a  ftupid  infenli- 
bility  of  their  obligations  to  their  divine  Benefador  ? 
Is  it  as  likely  they  will  make  it  their  principal  bufi- 
nefs  in  life  to  fecure  the  favour  of  God,  and  prepate 
for  eternity,  when  they  fee  their  parents  and  mat 
ters  thoughtlefs  about  this  important  concern,  as  if 
they  faw  you  every  day  devoutly  worfhipping  God 
with  them,  and  imploring  his  bleffing  upon  yourfelves 
and  your  houfholds  ?  Their  fouls,  firs,  their  im- 
mortal fouls  are  entrufted  to  your  care,  and  you  muft 
give  a  folemn  account  of  your  truft  ;  and  can  you 
think  you  faithfully  difcharge  it,  while  you  negleft 
to  maintain  your  religion  in  your  families  ?  Will  you 
not  be  acceflary  to  their  perdition,  and  in  your  ikirts 
win  there  not  be  found  the  blood  of  your  poor  inno- 
cent children  ?  What  a  dreadful  meeting  may  you 
expeft  to  have  with  them  at  laft  !  Therefore,  if  you 
love  your  children ;  if  you  would  make  fome  amends 
to  your  fervants  for  all  the  fervice  they  do  to  you ; 
if  you  would  bring  down  the  blefling  of  Heaven  up- 
on your  families  ;  if  you  would  have  your  children 
make  their  houfes  the  receptacles  of  religion  when 
they  fet  up  in  life  for  themfelves;  if  you  would 
have  religion  furvive  in  this  place,  and  be  conveyed 
from  age  to  age ;  if  you  would  deliver  your  own 
fouls, — ^I  befeech,  I  entreat,  I  charge  you  to  begin  and 
continue  the  worlhip  of  God  in  your  families  froiti 
this  day  to  the  clofe  of  your  lives. 

4.  You  are  to  confider  family-religion  not  merely 
as  a  duty  impofed  by  authority,  but  as  your  greateft 
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privilege  granted  by  divine  grace*  How  great  the 
privilege  to  hold  a  daily  intercourfe  with  heaven  in 
our  dwellings  !  to  have  our  houfes  converted  into 
temples  for  that  adorabl?  Deity  whom  the  heaven 
and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  !  to  men* 
tion  our  domeftic  wants  before  him  with  the  encou- 
raging hope  of  a  fupply !  to  vent, the  overflowings 
oigratitude !  to  fpread  the  favour  of  his  knowledge, 
and  talk  of  him  whom  angels  celebrate  upon  their 
golden  harps  and  in  anthems  of  praife?  to  have  our 
families  devoted  to  him  while  others  live  eftranged 
from  the  God  of  their  life  !  if  all  this  does  not  ap- 
pear the  hi^heft  privilege  to  you,  it  is  becaufe  you 
are  aftonifhmgly  difaffefted  to  the  beft  of  Beings. 
And  fince  the  Almighty  condcfcends  to  allow  you 
this  privilege,  will  you  wickedly  deny  it  yourfelves  ? 
If  he  had  denied  it  to  you,  you  would  no  doubt  have 
cavilled  at  it  as  hard :  you  would  have  murmured 
had  he  laid  a  prohibition  on  your  family,  and  told 
you,  '  I  will  accept  of  worfliip  from  other  families ; 
they  fhall  converfe  with  me  every  day  ;  but  as  for 
yours,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  I  will 
accept  of  no  worfhip  from  them ;  you  may  not  make 
mention  of  the  name  of  the  Lord/  How  would  you 
tremble  if  God  had  marked  your  families  with  luch 
a  brand  of  reprobation  ?  And  will  you  put  this  brand 
upon  them  with  your  own  hand?  Will  you  deny 
that  privilege  to  your  families  which  would  ftrike 
you  with  horror  if  God  had  denied  it  ?  Will  you  af- 
fect fuch  an  horrid  fingularity,  that  when  other  fa- 
milies are  admitted  into  a  familiar  audience  with  the 
Deity,  you  will  keep  oflf  from  him,  and  pay  him  no 
homage  in  yours  ? 

Thefe  arguments  are  chiefly  derived  from  the  light 
of  nature,  and  plainly  fliew  that  family-relidon  is  a 
duty  of  natural  religion.  Accordingly  heathens  and 
idolaters  have  obferved  it.  The  heathens  had  their 
Lares,  their  Penates,  or  houfliold  gods.  Such  were 
Laban's  gods  which  Rachel  ftole  from  him,  Gen. 
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xxxi.  34.  and  fnch  were  that  of  Micah.  Judges  xviu 
4,5.  Thefe  indeed  were  idols,  but  what  did  they 
ibnd  inftead  of  ?  Did  they  not  ftand  inftead  of  the 
true  worfliip  of  Ij^e  true  God  ?  What  reformation 
was  ncceffary  in  this  cafe  ?  The  renouncing  of  thefe 
idols,  and  taking  nothing  in  their  room  ?  or  the  re- 
nouncing of  them  and  taking  the  true  God  in  their 
place  ?  Undoubtedly  the  latter.  And  will  you  not 
blufti  that  heathens  fhould  exceed  you  ?  that  you> 
fliould  be,  according  to  the  text,  worfe  than  infidels  ? 
And  muft  you  not  tremble  left  they  mould  rife  up  in 
jtid^ent  againft  you  and  condemn  you  ? 

I  now  proceed  to  fome  arguments  more  pure- 
ly fcriptural,  which  prove  the  neceffity  of  family- 
religion  in  general,  or  of  fome  particular  branch 
of  it. 

I  •  We  may  argue  from  the  examples  of  the  faints, 
recorded  and  commended  in  fcripture. 

Good  examples  infer  an  obligation  upon  us  to  imi- 
tate them ;  and  when  they  are  tranfmitted  down  to 
pofterity  with  honour  in  the  facred  records,  they  are 
propofed  to  our  imitation,  and  as  really  bind  us  to 
the  duty  as  exprefs  precepts. 

Now  we  are  here  furrounded  with  a  bright  .cloud 
of  witneffes.  Even  before  the  introduftion  of  the 
clearer  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  we  find  that  the 
faints  carefully  maintained  family-religion. 

On  this  account  Abraham  was  admitted  into  fuch 
intimacy  with  God,  that  he  admits  him  into  his  fe- 
crets.  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing  which  I 
do  ;  fince — I  know  him^  that  he  will  command  his  children  ^ 
ayid  his  houfhold  after  him,  and  they  fhall  keep  the  way  (f 
the  Lordy  &c.  Gen.  xviii.  16,  18. 

We  find  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  by  the  influence  of  his 
good  example  and  inftruftions,  follow  the  fame  prac-^ 
tice.  They,  as  well  as  he,  built  an  altar  to  the  Lord 
wherever  they  pitched  their  tents ;  an  altar  then  be-, 
ing  a  neceflary  utenfil  for  divine  worfliip.  This  you 
will  find  repeatedly  in  the  fliort  hiftory  we  have  of 
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thcfe  patriarchs,  particularly  in  Gen.  xxvi.  25.  xxv. . 
J,  3.  andxxxiii.  20. 

We  find  Job  fo  intent  upon  family-devotion,  that 
he  rifes  up  early  in  the  morning  and  offers  burnt-of- 
ferings :  and  thus  he  did,  we  are  told,  not  upon  ex- 
traordinary occafions  only,  but  continually.  Job.  i .  5. 

The  devout  king  David,  after  he  had  fpent  the  day 
in  the  glad  folemmty  of  bringing  the  ark  to  its  place, 
returned  to  biefe  his  houfe.  2  Sam.  vi.  20.  He  had 
his  hour  for  family-devotion  j  and  when  that  is  come^ 
he  leaves  thefolemnity  of  public  worfhip,  and  haf- 
tens  home.  Thb  was  agreeable  to  his  refolution,  / 
will  behave  ntyfelf  wifely  in  a  perfect  way  :  I  will  walk 
within  my  houfe  with  a  perfe6l  hearts  Pfai.  ^i.  2. 

Daniel  ran  the  rifk  of  his  life  rather  than  omit  this 
duty,  which  fome  of  you  omit  with  hardly  any  temp- 
tation. When  the  royal  edift  prohibited  him,  upon 
penalty  of  being  caft  into  the  lions  den,  hejiill  pray- 
ed and  gave  thanks  to  God^  as  he  did  aforetime-^^As  he 
did  aforetime.  This  is  added  to  (hew  that  he  had  al- 
ways obferved  a  ftated  courfe  of  devotion  in  his  fa- 
mily, and  that  it  was  not  a  tranfient  fit  of  zeal  that 
now  feized  him.  Dan.vi.  10. 

Thefe  illuftrious  patterns  we  find  under  the  dark 
difpenfation  of  the  Old  Teftament.  How  much  more 
zealous  ftiould  we  be  who  enjoy  the  meridian  light 
of  the  gofpel,  to  keep  the  religion  of  Jefus  in  our  fa- 
milies ! 

In  the  New  Teftament  we  repeatedly  find  our  blet 
fed  Lord  in  prayer  with  his  family,  the  apoftles.  St. 
Paul  thrice  mentions  a  church  in  a  private  houfe, 
Rom.  xvi.  5.  I  Cor.  xvi.  19.  and  Col.  iv.  15.  by 
which  he  probably  means  the  religious  families  of 
Nymphas,  and  that  pious  pair  Prifelila  and  Aquila. 
And  Cornelius  is  an  inftance  peculiarly  obfer^^able, 
who,  though  an  heathen,  and  ignorant  of  the  coming 
of  Chrift,  feared  God  (an  expreffion  that  often  figni- 
fies  to  worlhip  God)  with  all  his  houfe  ;  and  prayed  un* 
to  God  always  ;  that  is,  at  all  proper  feafans.     And 
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when  a  divine  meffenger  was  fent  to  him  to  direft 
him  to  fend  for  Peter,  we  are  told  he  was  found  pray- 
ing in  his  houfe ;  that  is,  with  his  domefties,  as  the 
word  often  fignifies.     A^s  x.  2,  30. 

If  it  might  have  any  weight  sSter  fuch  authentic 
examples  as  thefe,  I  might  add,  That  in  every  age, 
perfons  of  piety  have  been  exemplary  in  femily-reli- 
gion.  And  if  you  look  round  you,  my  brethren,  you 
will  find  that  by  how  much  the  more  religious  perfons 
are,  by  fo  much  the  more  confcientious  they  are  in  this 
duty.  What  though  fome,  like  the  Pharifees,  nfe 
it  as  a  cloak  for  their  clandefiine  wickednefs,  this 
is  no  objeftion  againfl  the  praftice ;  otherwife  there 
is  hardly  one  branch  of  religion  or  morality  but 
what  muft  be  rejefted  too ;  for  every  good  thing 
has  been  abufed  by  hypocrites  to  difguife  their  fecrct 
viUany. 

2.  We  may  argue  from  feveral  fcripture-precepts, 
which  either  diredly  or  confequentially  refer  to  the 
whole,  or  to  fome  branch  of  family-religion. 

The  apofUe  Paul,  having  riven  various  diredions 
about  relative  duties  in  famihes,  fubjoins.  Continue  in 
frayer,  and  watch  in  the  fame  with  thankfgiving^  Col. 
iv.  2.  Peter  exhorts  hufbands  to  dwell  with  their 
wives  according  to  knowledge^  &c. — that  their  prayers 
might  not  be  hindered^  i  Pet.  iii.  7.  which  certainly 
implies  that  they  fhould  pray  together.  And  here  I 
may  obferve  by  the  by,  what  is  perhaps  immediately 
intended  in  this  text,  that  befide  the  ftated  worfliip 
of  God,  common  to  all  the  family,  it  may  be  very 
proper  for  the  hufband  and  wife  to  retire  for  prayer 
at  proper  feafons  by  themfelves  together.  As  there  is 
a  peculiar  intimacy  between  them,  they  ought  to  be 
peculiarly  intimate  in  the  duties  of  religion  ;  and 
when  retired  together,  they  may  pour  out  their 
hearts  with  more  freedom  than  before  all  the  family, 
and  particularize  thofe  things  that  could  not  be  pru- 
dently mentioned  before  others.  But  to  return: 
we  are  enjoined  to  pray  always  with  all  prayer  and fup* 
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plicaiwi^  Ephef.  vi.  18.  and  furely  family-prayer  muft 
be  included  in  thefe  comprehenfive  terms. 

As  to  family-inftruftion,  it  was  exprefly  enjoined 
upon  the  Ifraelites*  Thefe  words  which  I  command  thee 
(hall  be  in  thy  hearty  and  thoujhcdt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children^  andjhalt  talk  of  them  when  thouftttefl 
in  thy  houfe.  Deut.  vi,  6,  7.  and  xi.  19.  They 
Were  commanded  to  inftruft  their  domeftics  in  th^ 
nature  and  defign  of  the  ordinances  of  that  difpenfa- 
tion,  particularly  the  paffover.  Exod.  xii.  26,  27. 
And  the  pfalmift  mentions  all  the  wonderful  works  of 
God  as  what  ought  to  be  taught  by  parents  to  chil- 
dren from  age  to  age.  And  muft  not  parents  now 
be  under  even  fuperiof  obligations,  to  inform  their 
children  of  the  more  glorious  doctrines  and  ordinan- 
ces of  the  gofpel  ?  Again,  It  is  enjoined  as  a  duty 
common  to  chriftians  m  general,  though  they  fliould 
not  be  united  in  one  family,  to  exhort  one  another  daily ^ 
Heb.  iii.  13.  and  to  teach  and  admonijh  one  another. 
Col.  iii.  1 6.  How  much  more  then  is  it  our  duty  to 
teach,  and  admonilh,  and  exhort  our  families,  which 
are  more  particularly  entrufted  to  our  care  ? 

As  to  family-praiie,  it  is  a  duty,  becaufe  thankfgiv- 
ing  is  fo  often  joined  with  prayer  in  fcripture,  Phil. 
iv.  6.  Col.  iv.  2.  I  Their,  v.  17,  18.  and  pfdmody 
muft  be  owned  the  moft  proper  method  of  exprefling 
thankfulnefs  by  fuch  as  own  it  a  part  of  divine  wor- 
ihip.  The  iwice  of  joy  and  falvation  is  i?i  the  tabcrna^ 
cles  of  the  righteous^  Pfalm  cviii.  1 5.  an  expreflion  that 
may  properly  iignify,  praijlng  God  in  pfalms^  and  hymns ^ 
and fpiritual fongs ^  as  we  are  commanded.  Col.  iii.  16. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  I  prefume  you  are  con- 
vinced that  family-religion  is  a  duty,  unlefs  you  fliut 
your  eyes  againft  the  light  of  nature  and  the  light  of 
fcripture  ;  and  if  convinced,  you  are  reduced  to  this 
dilemma,  either  to  fet  up  the  worfliip  of  God  imme- 
diately in  your  families,  or  fin  wilftilly  againft  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  And  which  fide  will  you 
ehoofe  ?  O,  firs !  the  cafe  is  fo  plain,  you  need  no 

time 
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time  to  deliberate ;  it  is  as  plain  as  whether  you 
fliould  choofe  life  or  death,  heaven  or  hell  ? 

It  you  from  henceforth  make  confcience  of  this 
important  duty,  it  will  be  a  moft  happy  omen  to 
your  families,  and  to  this  congregation.  If  the  grate- 
ful incenfe  of  family-devotion  were  afcending  to  hea- 
ven every  morning  and  evening,  from,  every  family 
among  us,  we  might  expeft  a  rich  return  of  divine 
bleflings  upon  ourfelves  and  ours.  Our  houfes  would 
become  the  temples  of  the  Deity,  and  our  congrega- 
tion feel  his  gracious  influences.  Our  children  w^ould 
grow  up  in  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God,  and 
tranfplant  religion  from  our  families  into  their  own 
whenever  they  Ihall  be  formed-  Our  fervants  and 
flaves  would  become  the  fervants  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  heirs  with  us  of  the  grace  of  life.  The  animofi- 
ties  and  contefts  that  may  now  difturb  our  houfliolds,, 
and  render  them  like  tlic  dens  of  wild  beafts,  would 
ceafe.  Vice  would  wither  and  die  among  us,  and 
languifliing  religion  would  lift  up  its  head  and  revive. 
This  would  certainly  be  the  confequence  in  feveral 
inftances,if  we  werebut  to  maintain  family-religion  in 
a  proper  manner  }  for  God  hath  not  commanded  us 
to  feek  his  face  in  vain ;  and  if  this  defirable  fuccefs 
fhould  not  be  granted  univerfally,  we  Ihall  ftill  have 
the  comfort  to  reflect  that  we  have  done  our  dut)% 

But  how  Ihocking  is  the  profpecl,  if  you  d«ter- 
m.ine  to  refill  conviction,  and  live  in  the  wilful  neg- 
lect of  this  duty  !  Your  families  are  like  to  be  the 
nurferies  for  hell ;  or  if  there  Ihould  be  an  Abijah  in 
them,  one  in  ivhomfome  good  thing  is  found  towards  the 
Lord  God  oflfrael  ( i  Kings  xiv.  1 3.)  no  thanks  to  you 
for  it ;  you  muft  not  be  punifiied  for  your  negled  of 
him  as  though  he  had  perilhed  by  your  iniquity. 

Remember,  firs,  that  the  omiflion  of  a  known, 
practicable  duty  againft  the  remonftranccs  of  your 
confcience,  is  a  certain  evidence  that  you  are  entirely 
defl:itute  of  all  religion  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  dis- 
charge the  artillery  of  heaven  againft  you  in  that 

dreadful 
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dreadful  imprecation  which,as  diftated  by  infpiration, 
is  equivalent  to  a  predi<5lion  or  denunciation.  Pour 
cut  thy  fury  upon  the  heathen  that  know  thee  not^  and  upon 
the  families  that  call  not  upon  thy  name.  Jer.  x.  25.  Ob- 
ferve  here  that  you  are  ranked  with  heathens  that 
know  not  God  ;  and  that  the  divine  fury  is  impre- 
cated upon  you,'  and  it  fliall  faU,  it  (hall  tall  fpeedily 
upon  your  devoted  heads  and  your  prayerlels  families, 
unlefs  you  fly  out  of  its  reach  by  flying  to  the  Lord  in 
earnefl:  fupplications  in  your  houfes.  Will  you  ra- 
ther run  the  venture,  will  you  rather  deflxoy  your- 
felves  and  your  domeilics  too,  than  fpend  a  quarter 
or  half  an  hour,  morning  and  evening,  in  the  moft 
manly,  noble,  heavenly,  evangelical  exercifes  of  de- 
votion ?  Surely  you  are  not  fo  hardy  !  furdy  you  are 
not  fo  averfe  to  God,  and  carelefe  about  your  own 
welfare,  and  that  of  your  dearefl:  relatives  and  domef- 
tics  !  I  requeft,  I  beg,  I  adjure  you  by  your  regard  to 
the  authority  of  God,  by  your  concern  for  your  own 
(alvation  and  that  of  your  families,  by  the  regard  you 
bear  the  interefts  of  religion  in  this  place,  and  your 
poor  minifter,  that  this  may  be  the  happy  evening 
from  whence  you  may  date  the  worfliip  of  God  in 
your  houfes  ;  that  this  may  be  the  bleffed  aera  from 
which  you  and  your  houfes  will  ferve  the  Lord. 

I  proceed, 

n.  To  fliew  in  what  feafons,  or  how  frequently, 
family-religion  fhould  be  flatedly  performed. 

Now  it  is  more  than  intimated  in  fcripture,  that  it 
ihould  be  performed  every  day,  and  particularly 
morning  and  evening.  Thus  the  facrifices  under  the 
law,  which  were  attended  with  prayer,  were  offered 
daily,  morning  and  evening.  To  this  the  pfalmift 
alludes  :  Let  my  prayer  befet  before  thee  as  incenfe  which 
was  offered  in  the  morning,  and  the  lifting  up  of  my 
hands  as  the  evening  facrifice.  Pfalm  cxli.  2.  He  elfe- 
where  refolves.  Every  day  willlblefs  thee.  Pfalm  cxlv.  2. 
Yea,  his  devotion  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  he  re- 
folves, Evening  and  mornings  and  at  noon^  will  I  pray  and 

cry 
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cry  aloud.  Pfalm  Iv.  1 7,  So  Daniel  performed  family- 
worlhip  thrice  a  day.  Hence  we  are  undoubtedly 
bound  to  perform  family-religion  twice  at  leaft  in  the 
day.  And  thus  frequently  it  feems  to  be  enjoined  for 
common.  //  u  a  good  thing  io  Jhew  forth  thy  loving 
kindnefs  in  the  mornings  and  thy  faithfulnefs  every  night- 
Pfalm  xcii.  i,  2.  Farther,  Reafon  direfts  us  to  morn- 
ing  and  evening  as  the  proper  feafon  for  fomily-wor- 
fliip :  for,  pray,  which  would  you  omit  ?  Dare  you 
venture  your  families  out  into  the  world  all  the  day 
without  committing  them  to  the  care  of  Providence 
in  the  morning  ?  Can  you  undertake  your  fecular 
purfuits  without  imploring  the  divine  bleffing  upon 
them  ?  And  as  to  the  evening,  how  can  you  venture 
to  fleep,  without  committing  yourfelves  and  yours 
to  the  divine  protection,  and  returning  thanks  for 
the  mercies  of  the  day  ?  Again,  The  very  courfe  of 
nature  feems  to  dired  us  to  thefe  feafons.  Our  life  is 
parcelled  out  into  fo  many  days  ;  and  every  day  is 
a  kind  of  life,  and  fleep  a  kind  of  death.  And  fhall 
we  enter  upon  life  in  the  morning,  without  acknow- 
ledging the  Author  of  our  life  ?  Or  fliall  we,  as  it 
were,  die  in  the  evening,  and  not  commend  our  de- 
parting fpirits  into  his  hands  ?  Night  is  a  kind  of 
paufe,  a  flop,  in  the  progrefs  of  life,  and  fliould  kindle 
a  devout  temper  in  us  towards  our  divine  Preferver. 
I  Ihall  only  add,  that  the  prophet  hints  that  we  fliould 
feek  the  Lord  as  the  Author  of  the  revolutions  of 
night  and  day  ;  Seek  him  that  turneth  thejhadoiv  of  death 
into  the  mornings  and  maketh  the  day  dark  with  nighty 
Amos  V.  8.  that  is,  feek  him  under  that  notion ;  and 
what  time  fo  proper  for  this  as  evening  and  morning  ? 
Therefore,  my  brethren,  determine  to  begin  and  con- 
clude tlie  day  with  God. 

III.  I  fliall  confider  what  particular  obligation  the 
heads  of  families  lie  under,  and  what  authority  they 
are  invefted  with  to  maintain  religion  in  their  houfes. 

In  all  focieties  there  muft  be  a  fubordination,  and 
particularly  in  families,  and  it  is  the  place  of  the  head 

of 
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of  fuch  focicties  to  rule  and  dired.  Particularly  it 
belongs  to  the  head  of  a  fanniily,  when  there  is  no  fitter 
pcrfofl  prefent,  to  perform  worfliip  in  it,  to  ufe  proper 
means  to  caufe  all  his  domeftics  to  attend  upon  it* 
The  gentler  methods  of  perfuafion  ought  to  be  ufed 
where  they  will  fucceed  ;  but  when  it  is  unavoida- 
ble, compulfive  meafures  may  be  taken  to  oblige  all 
our  domeftics  to  an  attendance.  The  confciences  of 
all,  bond  and  free,  are  fubjecl  to  God  only,  and  no 
man  ought  to  compel  anotner  to  any  thing  as  a  duty 
that  is  againft  his  confcience.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe 
here.  Your  domeftics  may  plead  a  great  many  ex- 
cufes  for  not  joining  in  family-worfhip,  but  they  will 
hardly  plead  that  it  is  againft  their  confcience  ;  that 
is,  they  will  hardly  fay  that  they  think  they  fliould 
fin  againft  God  in  fo  doing.  Here  then  you  may  ufe 
your  authority  ;  and  perhaps  fome  word  they  hear 
may  touch  their  hearts.  You  fliould  in  common 
cafes  caufe  them  all  to  attend  morning  and  evening, 
unlefs  your  fervants  are  fcattered  in  difierent  quarters, 
and  make  confcience  of  praying  together,  which  you 
fliould  exhort  them  to  do,  and  for  which  you  fliould 
allow  them  convenient  time- 
That  you  are  authorifed  and  obliged  to  all  this  is 
evident  from  God's  commending  Abraham  for  com- 
manding his  children,  &c.  from  Jofliua's  refolving 
that  not  only  he,  but  alfo  his  houfe  fliould  ferve  the 
Lord  ;  a  refolution  he  could  not  perform  unlefs  he 
had  authority  over  his  houfe  to  compel  them,  at  leaft 
externally,  to  ferve  the  Lord,  ( Jofli.  xxiv.  1 5.)  and 
from  the  fuperiority  which  you  have  over  your  do- 
meftics, which  enables  you  to  command  them  in  this 
cafe  as  well  as  in  your  own  affairs. 

IV.  And  laftly,  I  come  to  anfwer  the  ufual  objec- 
tions  againft  this  important  duty  of  family-religion. 

It  would  be  more  honeft  for  people  frankly  to  own 
that  they  have  no  heart  to  it,  and  that  this  is  the  real 
caufe  of  their  neglecting  it,  and  not  any  valid  objec- 
tions they  have  againft  it ;  but  fince  they  will  toiture 

their 
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their  invention  to  difcover  fome  pleas  to  excufe  them- 
felves,  we  muft  anfwer  them. 

I  ft  Objedlion.  *  T  have  no  time,  and  my  fecular 
bufinefs  would  fuflfer  by  family-religion/ 

Were  you  formed  for  this  world  only,  there  would 
be  fome  force  in  this  objeftion  ;  but  how  ftrange  does 
fuch  an  objeftion  found  in  the  heir  of  an  eternity  ? 
Pray,  what  is  your  time  given  to  you  for  ?  Is  it  not 
principally  that  you  may  prepare  for  eternity  ?  And 
have  you  no  time  for  what  is  the  great  bufinefs  of 
your  lives  ? 

Again,  Why  do  not  you  plead  too,  that  you  have 
no  time  for  your  daily  meals  ?  Is  food  more  necefiary 
for  your  bodies  than  religion  for  your  fouls  ?  If  you 
think  fo,  what  is  become  of  your  undcrftandings  ? 

Further,  What  employment  do  you  follow  ?  Is  it 
lawful  or  unlawful  ?  If  unlawful,  then  renounce  it 
immediately  ;  if  lawful,  then  it  will  admit  of  the 
exercife  of  family*religion,  for  God  cannot  command 
contradictions  ;  and  fince  he  has  commanded  you  to 
maintain  his  worlhip  in  your  houfes,  that  is  demon- 
ftration  that  every  calling  which  he  allows  you  to 
follow  will  afford  time  for  it. 

Finally,  May  you  not  redeem  as  much  time  from 
idle  converfation,  from  trifling,  or  even  from  your 
fleep,  as  may  be  fufficient  for  family-religion  ?  May 
you  not  order  your  family-devotion  fo  as  that  your 
domeftics  may  attend  upon  it,  either  before  they  ^o 
out  to  their  work,  or  when  they  come  to  their  meals  ? 

2d  Objection.  '  I  have  not  ability  to  pray  ;  1  am 
too  ignorant/ 

If  you  had  a  proper  fenfe  of  your  wants,  this  plea 
would  not  hinder  you.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  beggar, 
however  ignorant,  make  this  objeAion  ?  A  fenfe  of 
his  neceffities  is  an  unfailing  fountain  of  his  eloquence. 

Further,  How  ftrange  does  this  objedion  found 
from  you  !  What !  have  you  enjoyed  preaching. 
Bibles,  and  good  books  fo  long,  and  yet  do  not  know 
what  to  alk  of  God  ?  Alas !  what  have  you  been 
doing  f  Again, 
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Again,  Is  negleding  prayer  the  way  to  improve  in 
knowledge,  and  quality  you  to  perform  it  ? 

Finally,  May  you  not  eafily  furnifli  yourfelves 
with  forms  of  prayer ^  which  you  may  ufe  as  perfons 
weak  in  their  limbs  do  their  crutches,  till  you  can 
lay  them  afide.  It  is  bigotry  only  that  will  fay  that 
you  fliouid  negleft  the  fubftance  of  the  duty,  if  you 
cannot  perform  every  circumftance  of  it  in  the  beft 
manner. 

3d  Objeftion.     *  I  am  afliamed.* 

But  is  this  fliame  well  grounded  ?  Is  it  really  a 
&ame  to  worfhip  the  God  of  heaven^  and  fliare  in 
the  employment  of  angels  ? 

Are  finners  afhamed  to  ferve  their  mafter  ? 

A  little  pra^Sice  will  eafily  free  you  from  all  this 
difficulty. 

4th  Objedion.  'But,  alas  !  I  know  not  how  to 
begin  it.' 

Here  indeed  the  difficulty  lies  ;  but  why  will  you 
Hot  own  that  you  were  hitherto  miftaken,  and  that 
you  would  rather  reform  than  perfift  obftinatdy  in 
the  omiffion  of  an  evident  duty  ! 

5th  Objeftion.  '  But  my  famUy  will  not  join 
with  me.' 

How  do  you  know  ?  Have  you  tried  ?  Are  you 
not  mafter  of  your  own  family  ?  Exert  that  authority 
in  this  which  you  claim  in  other  cafes. 

6th  Objection.  '  But  I  fliall  be  ridiculed  and 
Jaughed  at.' 

Are  you  then  more  afraid  of  a  laugh  or  a  jeer  than 
the  difpleafure  of  God  ?  Would  you  rather  pleafe 
men  than  him  ? 

Will  you  never  become  religious  till  you  can  ob- 
tain the  applaufe  of  the  wicked  for  being  fo  ?  Then 
you  will  never  be  religious  at  all* 

Think  how  you  will  bear  the  contempt  of  the 
whole  univerfe  at  laft  for  the  neglect  of  this  duty  ! 

Therefore  wherever  you  have  your  habitations, 
there  let  Jehovah,  may  I  fo  fpeak,  have  an  altar,  and 

there 
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there  let  morning  and  evening  prayers  and  praifes 
be  prefented,  till  you  are  called  to  worfliip  him  in  his 
temple  above,  where  your  prayers  Ihall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  cverlafting  praife.    Amen. 


SERMON     XXX. 


THE    RULE   OF    EQUITY. 


Matthew  vii.  12.     Therefore  all  things  whatfoever ye 
would  that  menfhould  do  to  you^  do  ye  evenfo  to  them  ; 
for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

CHRISTIANITY  is  not  a  fragment,  but  a  com- 
plete  fyftem  of  religion  ;  and  it  is  intended  and 
adapted  to  make  us  good  entirely  and  throughout  ; 
it  teaches  us  a  proper  conduft  and  temper  towards 
every  being  with  whom  we  have  any  conneftion, 
particularly  towards  God  and  our  fellow-men.  A 
chriftian  is  a  complete,  uniform,  finilhed  charafter ; 
a  charafter  in  which  there  is  the  moft  amiable  fym- 
metry  and  proportion  5  it  is  all  of  a  piece,  without 
chafms  and  inconfiftencies.  A  chriftian  is  a  penitent, 
a  believer,  a  lover  of  God,  confcientious  in  devotion^ 
and  diligent  in  attendance  upon  every  ordinance  of 
religious  worfliip  ;  he  begins  his  religion  with  a  fu- 
preme  regard  to  God,  the  Supreme  of  beings,  fenfible 
that  unlefs  he  begins  here,  he  inverts  the  order  of 
things,  and  that  all  his  religion  and  virtue  muft  be 
prepofterous  and  vain.  To  love  the  Lord  his  God 
with  all  his  heart,  and  to  ferve  him  from  that  exalted 
principle,  is  the  firftand  great  commandment  with 
him  ;  and  he  obferves  it  as  fuch.  Religion,  virtue, 
morality,  and  every  thing  that  bears  a  fpecious  name 
Vol.  II.  G  g  among 
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among  mankind,  is  a  poor  maimed  thing,  monftrouC- 
Jy  defeclive,  if  a  proper  regard  to  God  be  left  out  of 
the  f}'ftem.  It  is  (hocking  and  unnatural  for  the 
creatures  of  God  to  be  punchial  in  obferving  the  du- 
ties they  owe  to  one  another,  and  yet  entirely  negli- 
gent of.thofe  radical  fundamental  duties  they  owe; 
to  him  their  common  Parent,  the  higheft  excellence 
and  the  original  of  all  authority  and  obligation. 

But  though  chriftianity  begins  with,  and  chiefly 
confifts  in  our  duty  to  God,  yet  it  extends  farther  ; 
it  alfo  includes  a  proper  conduct  and  temper  towards 
men.  A  good  chrilHan  is  not  only  devout,  but  moral 
and  virtuous  :  he  is  iM>t  only  a  dutiful  fervant  of 
God  in  matters  purely  religious,  but  he  is  an  ufefiil 
member  of  every  fociety  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
makes  confcience  of  juftice,  charity,  and  all  the  good 
offices  due  to  his  fellow-creatures.  He  is  a  good  ruler, 
or  a  good  fubjeft,  a  good  neighbour,  a  good  father 
or  child,  a  good  mafter  or  fervant ;  in  fhort,  he  en- 
deavours to  have  a  confcience  void  of  offence  to%vards  God 
and  towards  men.  I  have  made  it  the  great  object  of 
my  minifhy  among  you  to  bring  you  to  pay  a  pro- 
per regard  to  God,  as  he  has  revealed  himfelf  in  the 
gofpel  of  his  Son  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  have  incul- 
cated the  important  doctrines  of  Faith,  Repentance, 
Love,  and  thofe  other  graces  which  are  effential  to 
every  good  man.  But  I  muft  not  forget  another  part 
of  my  office,  which  is,  to  teach  you  the  fecond  great 
command,  or  fummary  of  the  divine  law,  namely, 
*rbat  you  Jbould  love  your  neighbour  as  yourfehes^  and 
inculcate  upon  you  thofe  important  duties  which  you 
owe  to  mankind  ;  and  it  is  very  extravagant  for 
perfons  to  difguft  thefe,  through  a  pretended  relifh 
for  the  gofpel  and  the  doctrines  of  grace,  fince  thefe 
are  no  Inconfiderable  parts  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  lef- 
fons  of  morality  run  through  the  whole  New  Tefta- 
ment. 

When  I  would  difcourfe  upon  the  duties  of  focial 
life,  I  cannot  choofe  a  text  more  pertinent  or  copious 

than 
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than  that  I  have  read  to  you,  which  Is  a  fundaiheit- 
tal  and  moft  comprehenfive  rule  of  morality ;  all 
things  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  jhould  do  to  you,  do^ 
ye  even  fo  to  them  ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets* 
In  the  illuftration  and  improvement  of  this  fubjeft, 

I  fliall, 

I.  Offer  a  few  things  for  the  right  underftanding 
of  this  divine  rule  of  focial  duty. 

II.  Confider  the  reafon  of  it. 

III.  Open  its  excellency. 

IV.  Mention  fome  important  inftances  of  particu- 
lar cafes  to  which  it  fhould  be  applied.     And, 

Laftly,  Shew  the  neceifity  and  advantage  of  ob- 
ferving  it. 

I.  I  am  to  offer  a  few  things  for  the  right  under- 
ftanding of  this  divine  rule. 

It  is  proper  then  to  obferve,  that  as  there  is  a  great 
diverfity  in  the  ftations  and  characters  of  men,  there 
is  a  proportionable  diverfity  in  the  duties  which  they 
owe  one  to  another  ;  and  felf-love  may  make  a  man 
very  extravagant  in  his  expectations  and  defires  about 
the  conduct  of  another  towards  him.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts it  is  neceffary  that  we  fhould  underftand  this 
precept  with  thefe  two  cautions  or  limitations. 

I.  That  we  fhould  do  that  to  others  which  we 
would  expect  and  wifh  from  them  upon  a  change  of 
condition,  or  if  they  were  in  our  circumftances  ancj 
we  in  theirs.  Every  man  fhould  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  his  charafter  and  ftation  ;  and  therefore  that 
condu6t  which  may  be  proper  towards  me  in  my  fta- 
tion, may  not  be  proper  towards  another  in  a  differ- 
ent ftation  :  but  let  me  fuppofe  myfelf  in  his  place, 
and  he  in  mine,  a»d  then  that  behaviour  which  I 
would  expeft  from  him,  the  fame  I  fliould  obferve 
towards  him.  Thus,  for  example,  a  magiftrate  is 
bound  to  proteft  his  fubjefts,  and  to  behave  towards 
them  as  he  would  defire  a  ruler  to  behave  towards 
him  if  he  were  a  fubjed:;  but  he  is  not  bound  to 
'  yield  that .  fubmilEon  to  his  fubjects  while  a  ruler, 

which 
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"wiuch  he  may  juftly  demand  of  them.  The  rule  in 
fuch  cafes  is,  let  every  man  aft  in  charafter  ;  let  him 
perform  to  others  thofe  duties  which  he  would  defire 
iirom  others  if  they  were  in  his  circumilances,  and 
he  in  theirs  ;  and  where  there  is  a  famenefs  of  cir- 
cumftances,  there,  and  there  only,  his  duty  to  others 
muft  be  the  fame  that  he  expefts  from  them. 

2*  We  fhould  make  only  our  reafonable  and  law- 
ful expeftations  from  others  the  rule  of  our  conduft 
towards  them.  A  man  may  expeft  and  wifli  very 
extravagant  and  finful  things  from  others  :  he  may 
defire  another  Ihould  give  him  all  his  eftate,  or  gra- 
tify his  wicked  lulls  and  paffions  by  fome  criminal 
compliance :  fuch  defires  are  by  no  means  to  be  the 
rule  of  conduft ;  for  we  cannot  indulge  them,  nor 
others  comply  with  them,  without  aftmg  wickedly 
and  unrcafonably.  But  thofe  things  which  we  may 
defire  and  expeft  from  others,  connftently  with  right 
reafon,  religion,  and  the  laws  of  fociety,  thofe  things 
we  ought  to  perform  to  them ;  thofe  things  which  our 
confciences  juftify,  and  not  thofe  to  which  inordinate 
felf-love  or  fome  extravagant  paflion  may  prompt  us. 

If  we  underftand  this  precept  with  fuch  limitations 
as  thefe,  we  may  fafely  follow  it  as  a  general  rule  of 
conduft  ;  and  then  it  will  not  be  liable  to  fuch  ob- 
jeftions  as  may  be  otherwife  made  againft  it.  For  ex- 
ample, a  criminal  may  plead,  ^  If  I  were  in  the  place 
of  my  judge,  and  he  in  mine,  I  would  acquit  him, 
and  grant  him  his  life.*  Or  a  judge  might  think, '  if 
I  were  in  the  place  of  that  poor  criminal,  I  Ihould  be 
glad  my  judge  would  forgive  me ;  and  therefore,  if 
I  would  do  as  I  would  be  done  by,  I  muft  forgive 
him.*  Such  thoughts  as  thefe^  arifing  from  wrong 
principles,  are  not  to  be  the  rule  and  meafure  of  our 
aftions  or  expeftations ;  for  our  own  confciences  can- 
not approve  of  them  in  our  fedate  and  impartial  mo- 
ments.   I  proceed, 

II.  To  confider  the  reafon  of  this  precept. 

Now  the  reafon  or  foundation  of  it  is  evidently 

this. 
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this,  namely,  the  natural  equality  of  mankind.    F6r 
notwithftanding  the  great  difference  in  the  capacities^ 
improvements,  charafters,  and  ftations  of  men,  yet, 
confidered  as   men,  they  fhare  in  the  fame  com-* 
mon  nature,  and  are  fo  far  equal ;  and  therefore,  in 
the  fame  circumftances,  they  have  a  right  to  the  fame 
treatment.    A  fuperior,  for  example,  mould  treat  his 
inferior  juft  in  the  manner  in  which  he  would  rea- 
fonably  expeft  to  be  treated  himfelf  if  he  was  in  a 
low  condition  and  his  inferior  advanced  to  his  ftation. 
If  there  be  any  reafon  why  another  fhould  behave  vsx 
jfuch  a  manner  to  me,  there  is  the  very  fame  reafon 
jthat  I  fhould  behave  in  the  fame  manner  towards 
him ;  becaufe  he  is  to  himfelf  what  I  am  to  myfelf, 
.  as  near,  as  dear,  as  important.     Is  it  reafonable  my 
neighbour  fhould  make  no  encroachments  upon  my 
property  ?    It  is  equally  reafonable  that  I  fhould  not 
encroach  upon  his  ;  for  his  property  is  as  much  his 
as  my  property  is  mine.    Do  I  expeft  my  neighbour 
fhould  obferve  the  rules  of  juftice  in  his  dealings  with 
me  ?  then  certainly  I  fhould  obferve  them  in  my  deal- 
ings with  him ;  for  he  has  as  good  a  right  to  be 
treated  according  to  thefe  rules  by  me,  as  I  have  to 
be  fo  treated  by  him.  If  it  is  reafonable  that  he  fhould 
be  tender  of  my  good  name,  it  is  equally  reafonable 
that  I  fhould  be  tender  of  his.    If  he  fhould  relieve 
me  in  my  calamities,  certainly  I  am  equally  bound 
to  relieve  him  when  in  the  fame  circumftances.  And 
the  reafon  is  plain ;  he  is  to  himfelf  what  I  am  to 
myfelf,  and  he  is  to  me  what  I  am  to  him,  and  there- 
fore I  am  obliged  to  treat  him  as  I  would  jufUy  ex- 
pect he  would  treat  me ;  we  are  equal,  and  confe- 
quently  our  obligations  are  equal,  and  our  duties 
mutual  or  reciprocal.     Hence  you  fee  that  this  pre- 
cept is  the  moft  reafonable  thing  in  the  world.     My 
next  bufine&  is, 

III.  To  open  the  excellency  of  it. 
And  this  appears  (i.)  from  itscomprehenfivencfs; 
it  includes  aU  the  focial  duties  of  life  j  it  is  a  fhort 

fummary 
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fummaiy  of  the  whole  divine  law,  as  far  as  it  refers 
to  our  conduft  towards  man.  This  excellency  Chrift 
himfelf  points  out :  Thisj  fays  he,  is  the  law  and  the 
"prophets  ;  that  is,  it  is  the  fubftatiee  of  both  :  do  to 
others  what  you  would  have  others  do  to  you,  and 
then  you  do  to  them  all  that  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets, and  I  may  add,  all  that  Chrift  and  the  apoftles 
require  you  to  do.  Now  it  is  a  great  advantage  to 
have  the  whole  of  our  duty  collefted  into  fuch  nar- 
row bounds,  and  prefented  to  us  at  one  view :  we 
are  not  fent  to  pore  over  tedious  volumes  of  laws 
and  ftatutes,  or  to  gather  up  fragments  of  precepts 
here  and  there  in  order  to  learn  our  duty  to  one  ano- 
ther ;  it  is  all  fummed  up  in  this.  Da  to  others  what 
you  would  have  them  do  to  you.  With  this  is  coiinefted 
another  excellency  of  this  precept ;  and  that  is, 

2.  Its  concifenefs  r  it  is  what  I  may  call  a  portable 
directory,  which  you  may  always  carry  about  with 
you  and  eafily  recolleft  ;  and  therefore  you  need  ne- 
ver be  at  a  lofs  to  know  your  duty^  You  may  always 
know  your  own  expectations  and  defires  ;  do  to  o- 
thers  then  what  you  would  expeft  and  defire  from 
them,  and  you  are  right ;  you  do  all  that  the  law 
and  the  prophets  require  you  to  do.  Tedious  pre- 
cepts and  long  difcourfes  are  not  fo  eafily  learned  or 
remembered ;  but  the  fliorteft  memory  cannot  fail  to 
recoiled  this  concife  command. 

3.  Another  excellency  of  this  precept  is,  that  it  is 
univerfal,  and  extends  to  all  mankind,  in  all  circum- 
ftances  ;  to  fuperiors,  inferiors,  and  equals.  It  is  true 
there  is  a  great  diverfity  in  the  charafters  and  fta- 
tions  of  men,  which  it  is  not  your  bufinefs,  nor  is  it 
in  your  power  to  alter ;  and  there  is  a  correfpondent 
variety  in  the  duties  you  owe  them.     But  you  can 

'  eafily  imagine  them  all  in  the  fame  circumftances  ; 
or  you  can  eafily  fuppofe  yourfelves  in  their  place, 
and  they  in  yours  ;  and  then  you  can  with  equal  eafe 

*  look  into  your  own  minds,  and  confider  what  treat- 
ment you  would  expeft  from  them  in  fuch  a  change 

of 


Serm.  30.  The  Rule  of  Equity*  231 

of  circumftances ;  and  that  will  immediately  difco- 
ver  how  you  Ihould  treat  them  in  their  prefent  cir* 
cumftances.  Thus  the  rule  may  be  univerfally  appli- 
ed without  impropriety. 

4.  Another  excellency  of  this  precept  is,  that  it  is 
plain  and  conviftive.  Common  ipinds  may  be  be- 
wildered, inftead  of  being  guided,  by  an  intricate,  te- 
dious fyftem  of  laws  ;  but  a  man  of  the  weakeft  un- 
derftanding  may  eafily  perceive  this  rule.  It  is  an 
appeal  tp  his  own  fenfations.  *  What  would  you  cx- 
ped:  or  wifli  from  others  ?  How  would  you  have 
them  treat  you  ?  Surely  you  cannot  but  know  this  ; 
*  well,  treat  them  juft  in  the  fame  manner/  This  is 
alfo  a  moft  conviclive  rule  ;  every  man  that  thinks  a 
little,  muft  immediately  own  that  it  is  highly  reafon- 
able ;  confult  your  own  confciences,  and  they  will 
tell  you,  you  need  no  other  advifer,  and  you  are  felf- 
condemned  if  you  violate  this  precept.  It  is  written 
upon  your  hearts  in  illullrious  indelible  charaAers  ; 
it  iliines  and  fparkles  there,  like  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim  on  the  breaft  of  Aaron.    I  am, 

IV.  To  ftiention  fome  important  infiances  of  par- 
ticular cafes  to  which  this  excellent  rule  ought  to  be 
applied.  And  here  I  fhall  throw  ^  great  many  things 
together  without  method,  that  my  defcription  may 
agree  the  nearer  to  real  life,  in  which  thefe  things 
happen  promifcuoufly  without  order. 

Would  you  defire  that  another  ihould  love  you, 
be  ready  to  ferve  you,  and  do  you  all  the  kind  offi- 
ces in  his  power  ?  Do  you  expect  your  neighbour 
ihould  rejoice  in  your  profperity,  fympathize  with 
you  in  affliction,  promote  your  happinefs,  and  relieve 
you  in  diftreis  ?  Would  you  have  him  obicrve  the 
rules  of  ftrict  juitice  in  dealing  with  you  ?  Would 
you  have  him  tender  of  your  reputation,  ready  to 
put  the  kindeft  conihrudion  upon  your  adions,  and 
unwilling  to  believe  or  fpread  a  bad  report  concern- 
ing you  r   Do  you  defire  he  ihould  direct  you  when 

npitaken. 
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miftaken,  and  labour  to  reclsdm  you  from  a  danger- 
ous courfe  ?  In  dort,  do  you  think  it  reafonable  he 
fiiould  do  all  in  his  power  for  your  good,  in  foul, 
body,  and  eftate  ?  Are  thefe  your  expectations  and 
defires  with  regard  to  the  conduft  of  others  towards 
you  ?  Then  in  this  manner  ihould  you  behave  to- 
wards them;  you  have  fixed  and  determined  the 
rule  of  your  own  conduft :  *  your  expeftations  from 
others  have  the  force  of  a  law  upon  yourfelves }  and 
fince  you  know  how  they  ihould  behave  towards  you, 
you  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  to  behave  tOr 
wards  them. 

If  you  were  a  fervant,  how  would  you  have  your 
mafter  to  behave  towards  you  ?  Confider  and  deter- 
mine  the  matter;  and  you  will  know  how  you  Ihould 
behave  towards  your  fervants.  The  fame  thing  may 
be  applied  to  rulers  and  fubjefts  in  general,  to  parents 
and  children,  hufbands  and  wives,  neighbour  and 
neighbour. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  confider  this  rule  ne- 
gatively. Do  you  defire  that  another  flhould  not  en- 
tertain angry  and  malicious  pafllons  againtl  you  ?  that 
he  Ihould  not  envy  your  pofterity,  nor  infult  over 
you  in  adverfity  ?  that  he  ftiould  not  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  you  in  contrafts  ?  that  he  Ihould  not  vi- 
olate the  laws  of  juftice  in  commerce  with  you,  nor 
defraud  you  of  your  property  ?  that  he  fliould  not 
injure  your  reputation,  or  put  an  unkind  confliruftion 
iipon  your  conduA  ?  Would  you  expeO:  that  if  you 
were  a  fervant,  your  mafter  fhould  not  tyrannize  over 
you,  and  give  you  hard  ufage ;  or  that  if  you  were 
a  mafter,  your  fervant  fhould  not  be  unfaithful,  dif- 
obedient,  and  obftinate  ?  Are  thefe  your  expectations 
and  defires  with  regard  to  the  condud  of  others  ? 
then  you  have  prefcribed  a  law  for  your  own  con- 
duft :  do  not  that  to  others  which  you  would  not 
have  them  to  do  to  you :  treat  every  man  as  another 
felf,  as  a  part  of  the  fame  human  nature  with  your- 

felf. 

Tu  tibi  legem  dixifti. 
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felt  How  extravagant  and  ridiculous  is  it  that  you 
ihould  be  treated  well  by  all  mankind,  and  yet  you 
be  at  liberty  to  treat  them  as  you  pleafe  ?  What  are 
you  ?  What  a  being  of  miffhty  importance  are  you  ? 
Is  not  another  as  dear  to  himfelf  as  you  are  to  your- 
felf  ?  Are  not  his  rights  as  £icred  and  inviolable  as 
yours  ?  How  come  you  to  be  entitled  to  an  exempti- 
on from  the  common  laws  of  human  nature  ?  Be  it 
known  to  you,  you  are  as  firmly  bound  by  them  as 
any  of  your  fpecies* 

By  thefe  few  inftances  you  may  learn  how  to  apply 
this  maxim  of  Chriftian  morality  to  all  the  cafes  that 
may  occur  in  the  courfe  of  your  lives. 

Were  I  reading  to  you  a  lefture  of  moral  philofo- 
phy  in  the  fchool  of  Socrates  or  Seneca,  what  I  have 
offered  might  be  fufficient.  But  in  order  to  adapt 
this  difcourfe  to  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,  and  make 
it  true  Chriftian  morality,  it  is  neceffary  I  flbould  fub- 
join  two  evangelical  peculiarities,  which  are  the  qua- 
lifications of  that  virtue  which  God  will  accept. 

The  firft  is,  that  all  our  good  offices  to  mankind 
ihould  proceed  not  only  from  benevolence  to  them, 
but  from  a  regard  to  the  divine  authority,  which  ob- 
liges us  to  thefe  duties.  We  ihould  do  thefe  things 
not  only  as  they  are  commanded,  but  becaufe  they 
arc  commanded.  We  cannot  expeft  that  God  will 
accept  of  that  as  obedience  to  him,  which  we  do  not 
intend  in  that  view.  Let  us  apply  that  rule  to  every 
focial  duty,  which  the  apoftle  particularly  applies  to 
the  duty  of  fervants  to  their  mafters :  Whatfoever 
ye  do^  do  it  heartily^  as  U  the  Lord^  and  not  to  men. 
Col.  iii.  23. 

The  fecond  qualification  of  evangelical  virtue  or 
true  chriftian  morality,  is,  that  you  perform  it  in  the 
name  of  Chrift,  or  that  you  depend  not  upon  the  me- 
rit of  your  obedience,  but  entirely  upon  his  mediator 
rial  righteoufhels  to  procure  acceptance  with  God* 
Without  tlus  all  your  a<9ions  of  cnarity  and  juftice, 
however  fair  and  4>lendid  they  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
.   VoL.IL       *  Hh  men. 
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men,  are  but  proud  philofophic  virtue,  utterly  abhor- 
red by  an  holy  God.  But  with  this  evangelical  tem- 
per, you  will  be  accepted  as  ferving  God,  even  in 
ferving  men.  And  O !  that  with  thefe  qualifications 
this  rule  may  regulate  the  conduft  of  each  of  us !  I 
am  fure  there  is  reafon  enough  for  it,  if  the  greateft 
neceflity,  or  the  greateft  advantage  can  be  a  reafon. 
Which  confideration  leads  me, 

•  V.     and  laftly.  To  Ihew  the  neceffity  and  advan- 
tage of  obferving  this  rule. 

'  (i.)  The  obfervance  of  this  rule  is  abfolutely  ne- 
deflary  to  conftitute  you  real  chriftians.  I  hinted  at 
-this  in  the  beginning  of  my  difcourfe ;  but  it  is  of  fuch 
vaft  importance,  that  it  merits  a  more  thorough  confi- 
deration.  A  chriftian  not  only  prays,  attends  upon 
religious  ordinances,  difcourfes  about  religion,  and 
the  like,  but  he  is  alfo  a  ftrift  moralift ;  he  is  juft  and 
charitable,  and  makes  confcience  of  every  duty  to 
mankind ;  and  morality  is  not  only  ornamental  but 
eflential  to  his  charafter ;  and  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to 
pretend  to  the  chriftian  charafter  without  morality. 
An  unjuft,  uncharitable  chriftian  is  as  great  a  contra- 
diAion  as  a  prayerlefe,  or  a  fwearing  chriftian.  You 
can  no  more  be  a  good  man  witnout  loving  your 
neighbour,  than  without  loving  your  God.  He  that- 
faith  he  is  in  the  lights  and  hateth  his  brother^  and  neg- 
lefts  the  duties  he  owes  to  him,  is  really  in  darknels 
even  until  now  (i  John  ii.  9.)  let  him  pretend  what 
he  will.  Therefore  if  you  count  it  of  any  importance 
to  be  chriftians  indeed,  you  muft  do  to  others  what 
you  would  have  them  do  to  you.  No  inward  expe- 
rience, no  religious  duties,  no  zeal  in  devotion  can 
make  you  true  chriftians,  of  entitle  you  to  the  chari- 
ty of  others  as  fuch,  without  a  proper  temper  and 
behaviour  towards  mankind.  I  would  have  you,  my 
dear  brethren,  to  be  complete  finiftied  chriftians ;  if 
there  be  any  thing  in  the  world  that  I  have  at  heart, 
it  is  this :  I  would  have  chriftianity  appear  in  you  in 
its  full  glory,  unro  aimed  and  well-proportioned ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore  I  would  have  you  to  be  not  only  zealous  in 
devotion  in  fecret,  in  your  families,  and  in  public, 
but  alfo  juft,  honourable,  and  faithful  in  all  your  deal^ 
ings  with  mankind;  kind,  aflFeftioaate,  meek  and 
inofFenfive  in  your  conduft  towards  them  ;  in  fhort, 
that  you  fhould  treat  them  as  you  would  have  thera 
treat  you.  You  find  a  great  deal  of  fault  with  the 
condud  of  others  towards  you,  but  confider,  have 
they  not  equal  reafon  to  blame  your  conduct  towards 
then!  ?  My  dear  brethren,  be  yourfelves  what  you 
would  have  others  be  :  Would  you  have  them  to  be 
better  than  yourfelves  ?  Would  you  meanly  refign 
to  them  that  true  honour  ?  Do  you  defire  that  they 
fliould  be  better  chriftians  and  better  men  than  you  ? 
What  an  awkward,  perverfe,  prepofterous  humility  is 
this?  But, 

(2.)  A  proper  conduft  towards  mankind  .in  the 
profeffors  of  religion  is  neceffary  to  recommend  reli- 
gion to  the  world,  and  refleft  honour  upon  their  pro- 
feffion  ;  whereas  the  want  of  it  brings  a  reproach 
upon  the  chriftian  name.  The  blind  world  has  but 
little  knowledge,  and  ftill  lefs  concern  about  the  du- 
ties that  we  owe  immediately  to  God,  and  therefore 
the  negleft  of  them  is  not  fo  much  obferved  ;  but  as 
to  the  duties  we  owe  to  mankind,  they  themfelves 
are  concerned  in  them,  and  therefore  they  take  the 
more  notice  of  the  omiffion  of  them,  and  are  more 
fenfible  of  the  importance.  And  when  they  fee  a 
man  that  makes  a  mighty  profeffion,  that  talks  a  great 
deal  about  religion,  and  is  zealous  in  frequent  attend- 
ance upon  fermons,  prayer,  &c.  when  they  fee  fuch 
a  n>an  make  no  confcience  of  the  laws  of  juftice  and 
charity  towards  men  ;  when  they  obferve  he  is  as 
deceitful,  as  over-reaching,  as  conscientious,  as  fordid 
and  covetous  as  others,  and  perhaps  more  fo,  what 
will  they  think  of  his  religion  ?  Will  they  not  think 
it  a  cloak  for  his  knavery,  and  a  ftratagem  to  accom- 
plifh  his  own  wicked  defigns  ?  And  thus  are  they 
hardened  in  impiety,  and  confirmed  in  their  negleft 

of 
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of  all  rdigion.     My  brethren,  it  is  incredible  what 
injury  the  chriftian  reli^on  has  received  from  this 
quarter  :  the  bad  lives  of  profeffors  is  the  common 
objeftion  againft  it  in  the  mouths  of  heathens,  Jews, 
Turks,  and  infidels  among  ourfelves.  There  is  indeed 
jQO  real  force  in  the  objeftion  :  you  may  as  well  fay 
that  moral  honefty  is  but  villany,  becaufe  many  who 
pretend  to  it  are  knaves,  and  make  that  pretence  to 
carry  on  their  knavery  with  more  fuccefs*    It  muft 
alfo  be  confeffed,  that  many  difcover  much  of  theif 
enmity  againft  religion  itfelf,  by  raifing  a  clamour 
againft  the  bad  lives  of  its  profeffors ;  and  that  there 
is  much  lefs  ground  for  the  objeftion  than  they  would 
have  you  bdieve.    The  true  fecret  is  this :  they  hate 
ftrift  religion  themfelves,  and  would  find  fome  unjt- 
brage  to  expofe  it  in  others,  in  order  to  excufe  or  de- 
fend their  own  negleft  of  it ;  and  as  they  can  find 
no  objeftion  againft  religion  in  itfelf,  they  abufe  all 
its  profeffors :  and  if  it  is  evident  that  their  vifible  con- 
duft  is  good,  they  would  find  out  fome  fecriet  flaw ; 
and  if  they  can  difcover  no  glaring  defeft  in  their 
duty  to  God,  they  pry  into  their  conduft  towards 
man,  to  difcover  fome  fecret  wickednefs  :  and,  alas  I 
in  too  many  inftances  their  malignant  fearch  is  fuc- 
cefsful ;  and  they  find  fome  that  make  a  mighty  pro- 
feffion,  whoare  fecretly  guilty  of  fome  mean  or  wicked 
artifices  in  their  tranfaftions  with  men.    Now  they 
think  they  have  found  them  out,  and  furmife,  *  They 
are  all  fuch  ;  they  pray  and  make  a  great  ftir  about 
religion,  but  they  will  cheat  and  lie,  when  they  can 
do  It  clandeftinely,  as  readily  as  their  neighbours/ 
This  imputation,  when  made  to  chriftians  in  the  bulk, 
is  not  only  ungenerous,  but  utterly  falfe.  But  it  muft, 
alas  \  be  owned,  that  the  faft,  upon  which  it  is  found- 
ed, is  true  with  regard  to  fome.     And  what  a  melan- 
choly thought  is  this !  The  innocent,  I  mean  the  con- 
fiftent  and  uniform  profeffors  of  religion,  fuffer  by 
this  conduft  of  their  falfe  brethren ;  for  the  fame 
artful  hypocrify  will  be  furmifed  of  them  j  and  reli- 
gion 
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gion  itfelf  fuffers  by  fuch  conduft ;  for  it  ^ives  a  diC- 
advantageous  idea  of  religion,  as  though  it  were  afi 
fhow  and  oftentation,  and  made  its  m<m  zealous  vo- 
taries no  better  in  reality  than  thofe  that  negleft  and 
defpife  it.     My  brethren,  I  ferioufly  ttUyou,  I  know 
of  nothing  in  the  world  that  would  have  a  more  efli- 
cacious  tendency  to  propagate  chriftianity  through 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  than  the  good  behaviour  of 
its  profeffors.    The  impiety  and  bad  morals  of  thofe 
that  make  no  profefEon  of  religion  is  evident  to  all ; 
and  if  all  that  profefs  it  would  uve  according  to  their 
profefEon,  then  the  difference  would  be  difcernable 
to  all ;  and  even  common  fenfe  would  teach  an  hea« 
then  that  it  is  a  difference  much  for  the  better  ;  and 
the  world  would  foon  conclude  there  is  fomething 
Angularly  excellent  and  divine  in  a  religion  that  ianc- 
tifies  every  thing  within  its  reach,  and  makes  its  fub- 
jefts  fo  evidently  better  than  all  mankind  befides : 
they  would  need  no  laboured  arguments  to  convince 
them  of  this  point ;  their  own  confciences  would 
afford  them  fufficient  evidence  of  it,  and  then  it  would 
be  fufficient  to  make  an  heathen  a  chriflian  to  bring 
him  into  the  acquaintance  of  chrillians ;  and  it  would 
be  impoffible  there  ihould  be  fuch  a  thing  as  a  Deift 
or  an  infidel  free-thinker  in  a  chriflian  country  :  he 
would  receive  conviftion  from  the  praftice  of  every 
one  about  him,  and  he  would  not  be  able  to  fliut  his 
eyes  againfl  it.     I  am  forry,  my  brethren,  the  cafe  is 
fo  much  the  reverfe  through  the  generality  of  the 
chriftian  world.  It  is  really  melancholy  that  the  name 
of  a  chriflian  fhould  raife  in  a  flranger  any  ideas  but 
thofe  of  juflice,  benevolence,  and  every  thing  ho- 
nourable and  excellent.     I  am  fure  our  religion,  as 
we  find  it  in  the.  Bible,  is  fuch  ;  but,  alas  !  how  dif- 
ferent, how  oppofitc  is  the  chriftian  world  !  Thofe 
that  trade  among  infidels,  or  that  are  employed  as 
miffionaries   among  the  heathen,  can  inform  you 
what  a  fatal  obftrudion  the  bad  lives  of  its  profeffors 
is  to  the  propagation  of  our  holy  religion.     Why 

ihould 
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ihould  they  embrace  a  religion  which  leaves  the  mo- 
rals of  its  followers  as  bad  or  worfe  than  their  own  ? 
This  inquiry  the  light  of  nature  teaches  them  to 
make ;  and  it  is  really  hard  to  anfwer  it  fatisfaftorily* 
When  a  Turk  could  turn  upon  a  chriftian  who  infi- 
nuated  that  he  lied,  with  this  reprimand,  '  What !  do 
you  think  I  am  a  chriftian,  that  I  Ihould  lie  ?*  When 
an. Indian  can  tell  a  chriftian  miffionary,  *  If  your  re- 
ligion be  fo  much  better  than  ours,  as  you  fay  it  is, 
how  comes  it  that  you  white  people  are  no  better  than 
we  I  Nay,  you  have  taught  us  many  vices,  which  we 
knew  nothing  of  till  our  acquaintance  with  you  ?*  I 
fay,  when  Turks  and  heathens  can  make  fuch  repar- 
tees, is  there  any  profpeft  that  chriftianity  fliould  be 
received  among  them  r  Alas  !  no.  The  feme  thing 
may  be  applied  to  thofe  carelefs,  vicious,  impious 
multitudes  among  ourfelves,  who  do  indeed  ufurp  the 
name  of  chriftians,  but  can  hardly  be  faid  to  make 
any  profeffion  of  chiftianity,  as  their  whole  lives  arc 
openly  and  avowedly  contrary  to  it.  If  all  who  make 
a  ftrifter  profeffion  were  to  live  in  charafter,  it  would 
foon  afford  conviction  to  thefe  profane  finners  :  they 
eould  not  but  fee  the  difference,  and  that  it  is  a  fliock- 
ing  difference  for  the  worfe  on  their  fide.  And  now, 
my  brethren,  fliall  our  holy  religion '  fuffer  ?  fhall 
nations  be  prejudiced  againft  it  ?  fliall  multitudes  of 
fouls  be  loft  by  our  mifconduft  ?  O  !  can  you  bear  the 
thought  of  incurring  fuch  dreadful  guilt !  Well,  if 
you  would  avoid  it,  obferve  the  facred  precept  in  my 
text.  On  the  other  hand,  would  you  not  contribute 
all  in  your  power  to  render  your  religion  amiable  in 
the  world,  to  convert  mankind  to  it,  and  thus  fave 
fouls  from  death  ?  If  you  would,  then  obferve  this 
divine  rule.  Let  the  world  fee  that  you  are  really 
the  better  for  your  religion,  and  that  your  Angular 
profeffion  is  not  a  vain,  idle,  oftentatious  pretence. 
I  have  this  particular  much  at  heart,  and  therefore 
you  will  bear  with  me  that  I  have  enlarged  fo  much 
upon  it, 

(3.)  The 
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(3.)  The  obfervance  of  this  facred  rule  of  equity 
would  have  the  moft  happy  influence  upon  human 
fociety,  and  would  make  this  world  a  little  paradifc. 
If  men  did  to  others  whatever  they  would  have  others 
do  to  them,  fuch  a  condud  would  put  an  end  to  a 
great  part  of  the  miferies  of  mankind.  Then  there 
would  be  no  wars  and  tumults  among  the  nations, 
no  jealoufies  and  contentions  in  families,  no  oppref- 
fion,  fraud,  or  any  form  of  injuftice,  no  jars,  animofi- 
ties,  and  confufions  in  neighbourhoods ;  but  human 
fociety  would  be  a  company  of  friends,  and  juftice, 
equity,  love,  charity,  kindncfs,  gratitude,  fympathy, 
and  aB  the  amiable  train  of  virtues,  would  reign 
among  them.  What  an  happy  ftate  of  things  would 
this  be  !  How  different  from  the  prefent !  And  fliaB 
not  each  of  us  contribute  all  in  our  power  to  bring 
about  fuch  a  glorious  revolution  ? 

(4.)  The  obfervance  of  this  rule  is  a  piece  of  pru-. 
dence  with  regard  to  ourfelves.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  our  happinefs  in  this  world,  that  others 
ihould  treat  us  well.  There  are  none  of  us  abfolute- 
ly  independent  of  others ;  we  are  not  able  to  ftand  as 
the  butt  of  univerfal  oppofition ;  or  if  we  are  now  in 
happy  circumftances,  we  ftand  upon  a  flippery  place, 
and  may  foon  fall  as  low  as  our  neighbours.  Now 
the  readieft  way  to  be  treated  well  by  others,  is  to 
treat  others  well  ourfelves.  If  you  would  have  others 
to  behave  agreeable  to  you,  you  muft  do  fo  to  them  j 
do  what  you  expeft  from  them.  Men  often  com- 
plain of  bad  neighbours,  when  they  are  the  occafion 
of  it,  by  being  bad  neighbours  themfelves.  There  is 
hardly  any  place  fo  bad,  but  a  benevolent  inofFenfive 
man  may  live  peaceably  in  it ;  but  the  contentious 
will  always  meet  with  contention ;  for  they  raife  the 
ftorm  which  difturbs  them.  Therefore,  if  no  other 
argument  has  weight  with  you,  for  your  own  fakes 
obferve  this  divine  rule. 

(5.)  I  fliall  only  add,  that  unlefs  you  confcientiouf- 
ly  obferve  the  duties  of  fpcial  life,  you  cannot  enter 

the 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Not  only  fins  done  imme- 
diately againft  God,  and  the  omiifion  of  duties  to 
him,  but  alfo  fins  againil  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
the  omiflion  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  them,  will  ex- 
dude  men  from  the  kin^om  of  God.  Of  this  we 
have  abundant  evidence  m  fcripture.  I  need  only 
refer  you  to  two  comprehenfive  paflages,  i  Cor.  vi.  9, 
ID.  Gal.  V.  19,  20,  21.  in  wnich  you  fee  that  all 
unrighteoufnefs,  hatred,  variance,  ftrife,  envy,  extor- 
tion, and  the  like,  which  are  offences  againft  men, 
will  as  certainly  fliut  the  gates  of  heaven  againft  you 
as  idolatry  or  herefies,  which  are  fins  againft  God* 
The  moft  plaufible  experiences,  the  greateft  diligence 
and  zeal  in  devotion,  and  the  moft  promifing  profef- 
fion  of  religion,  wiU  never  bring  you  to  heaven,  tho* 
abfolutely  neceflary  in  their  place,  unlefs  you  alfo 
abound  in  good  works  towards  men.  And  fhall  this 
argument  have  no  weight  with  you  ?  Is  your  eternal 
falvation  an  infignificant  thing  with  you  ?  Are  you 
proof  againft  the  terrors;  of  everlafting  deftruftion  ? 
lif  you  would  enjoy  the  one,  and  efcape  the  other, '  Do 
to  others  what  you  would  have  them  do  to  you.* 

I  ftiall  conclude  with  one  or  two  refleftions. 

(1.)  If  this  be  the  rule  of  our  condud,  alas  !  how 
little  true  morality  is  there  in  the  world !  Men  feem 
to  aft  as  if  they  were  entirely  detached  from  one 
another,  and  had  no  connexion,  or  were  not  at  all 
concerned  to  promote  each  other^s  intereft.  Self-in- 
tereft  is  their  purfuit,  and  felf-love  their  ruling  paf- 
fion ;  if  that  be  but  promoted,  and  this  gratified,  they 
have  little  or  no  concern  befides.  '  Let  their  neigh- 
bours look  to  themfelves,  they  have  no  bufinefs  with 
them.*  If  I  fliall  only  mention  one  particular  cafe 
under  this  general  rule,  namely,  commerce  and  bar- 
gaining, what  a  fcene  of  iniquity  would  it  open. !  Men 
feem  to  make  this  their  rule,  to  get  as  much  for  what 
they  fell,  and  give  as  little  for  \diat  they  buy,  as  they 
can  :  they  hardly  ever  think  what  the  real  value  of 
the  thing  is,  and  whether  the  other  party  has  a  toler- 
able 
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able  bargain  of  it :  '  Let  him  look,  fay  they,  to  that ; 
it  is  none  of  their  .care/  Alas  !  my  brethren,  where 
are  the  laws  of  juftice  and  charity,  when  men  behave 
in  this  manner ;  and  yet,  alas !  how  common  is  fuc& 
a  conduft  in  the  commercial  world  ! 

■ 

(2.)  We  ought  to  examine  our  own  conduft  in 
this  refpeft,  and  it  will  go  a  great  way  to  determine 
whether  our  religion  be  true  and  fincere,  or  not.  If 
we  make  confcience  of  focial  duty,  it  is  a  promifing 
fign  that  God  has  written  his  law  in  our  hearts.  But 
if  we  can  willingly  indulge  ourfelves  in  any  finfal 
and  mean  conduft  towards  men,  we  may  be  fure  our 
religion  is  vain,  whatever  our  pretenfion  be.  Let  us 
feel  then  the  pulfe  of  our  fouls,  whether  it  beats 
warm  and  full,  both  with  the  love  of  God  and  the 
love  of  our  neighbour.  Finally,  brethren,  whatfoever 
things  are  true,  whatfoever  things  are  honejl,  or  venera- 
ble, whatfoever  things  are  juji,  whatfoever  things  are 
pure,  whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are 
of  good  repont ;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be 
any  praife,  let  us  think  on  thefe  things.     Phil.  iv.  8. 


SERMON     XXXI. 

DEDICATION  TO  GOD  ARGUED  FROM  REDEEMING 

MERCY.* 


I  CoR.  vi.  19,  20.  What!  know  ye  not  that  ye  are  not 
your  own  ?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price :  therefore 
glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are 
God^s. 

MY  firft  and  laft  bufinefs  with  you  to-day  is  to 
affert  a  claim  which  perhaps  you  have  but  lit- 
)ught  of,  or  acknowledged.     In  the  name  of 
Vol.  n.  I  i  God 

♦  The  difcourfe  is  faid  by  the  author  to  be  Sermons  pfepwa- 
tory  to  the  Lord's  Supper, 
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Cod  I  enter  a  claim  to  you,  to  the  whole  of  you,  foul 
and  body,  and  whatever  you  poffefs  \  to  every  one 
of  you,  high  and  Low,  old  and  young,  freemen  as 
well  as  flaves  ;  I  enter  a  claim  to  you  all  as  God's 
right,  and  not  your  own  :  and  I  would  endeavour 
to  bring  you  voluntarily  to  acknowledge  his  right, 
and  by  your  own  free  aft  to  furrender  and  devote 
yourfelves  to  him,  whofe  you  arc,  and  whom  there- 
fore you  are  bound  to  ferve. 

It  is  high  time  for  me  to  affert,  and  for  you  to  ac- 
knowledge God's  right  to  you  ;  for  have  not  many 
of  you  behaved  as  if  you  thought  you  were  your 
own,  and  had  no  mafter  or  proprietor  ?  Have  you 
not  pradically  faid,  with  thofe  infolent  linners  the 
pfalmift  mentions.  Our  lips  are  our  own,  who  is  Lord 
over  us  ?  Pfalm  xii.  4.  for  have  you  not  refufed  to 
employ  your  tongues  for  the  honour  of  God,  and 
fpoke  what  you  pleafed,  without  any  controul  from 
his  law  !  Have  you  not  faid  by  your  pra6Hce,  what 
Pharaoh  was  bold  and  plain  enough  to  fpeak  out  in 
words.  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  Jhould  obey  his  voice  ? 
Exod.  V.  2.  Have  you  not  aimed  at  pleafing  your- 
Telves,  as  if  you  were  not  bound  to  pleafe  the  fu- 
preme  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  authority 
confines  the  ftubborn  powers  of  hell  in  chains  of  ever- 
lalting  darknefs,  and  fets  all  the  armies  of  heaven  in 
motion  to  execute  his  fovereign  orders  ?  Have  you 
not  followed  your  own  inclinations,  as  if  you  were 
at  liberty  to  do  what  you  pleafed  ?  Or  if  you  have 
in  feme  inflances  reftrained  yourfelves,  have  not  the 
reftr^ints  proceeded,  not  from  a  regard  to  his  autho- 
rity, but  from  a  regard  to  your  own  pleafure  or  in- 
tereft  ?  Have  you  not  ufed  your  bodies,  your  fouls, 
yoLir  eftates,  and  all  your  poffeflions,  as  if  they  were 
')  our  own  abfolutely  and  independently,  and  there 
were  no  God  on  high,  who  has  an  original  and  fu- 
prrior  claim  to  you,  and  all  that  you  are  and  have  ? 
L'O  not  your  own  confciences  convift  you  of  thefe 
taiiigs  ?  Is  it  not  then  high  time  for  you  to  be  made 

fenfible 
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fenfible  whofe  right  yon  are  ?  that  you  are  not  your 
own,  but  CJod*s» 

This  reafon  would  render  this  fubject  very  feafon- 
able  at  any  time.  But  there  is  another  reafon  whick 
peculiarly  determines  me  to  make  choice  of  it  to-day, 
and  that  is,  the  greateft  bulinefs  of  this  day  is  to  fur- 
render  and  devote  ourfelves  to  God  as  his  fervants 
for  ever.  In  fo  folemn  a  pofture  as  at  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble, in  fo  afFefting  an  aft  as  the  commemoration  p£ 
that  death  to  which  we  owe  all  our  hopes  of  life  and 
happinefs,  and  with  fuch  folemn  emblems  as  thofe 
of  bread  and  wine  in  our  hands,  which  reprefent  the 
broken  body  and  flowing  blood  of  Jefus,  we  are  to^ 
yield  ourfelves  to  God,  and  feal  our  indenture  to  be 
his.  This  is  the  folemn  bufinefs  we  are  now  entering 
upon.  And  that  we  may  perform  it  the  more  hearti- 
ly, it  is  fit  we  fhould  be  fenfible  that  we  are  doing 
no  more  than  wh^  we  are  obliged  tp  do,  no  more 
than  what  God  has  a  right  to  require  us  to  do,  feeing 
we  are  not  our  own,  but  his. 

Th^e  apoftle  fpeaks  o^  it  with  an  air  of  furprife  and 
horror,  that  any  under  the  profeflion  of  chriftianity 
fhould  be  fo  fl:upid  as  not  to  know  and  acknowledge 
that  they  are  not  their  own,  but  God's.  What !  fays 
he,  know  ye  not — that  ye  are  not  your  own  T  As  if  he 
had  faid,  Can  you  be  ignorant  in  fo  plain  a  point  as 
this  ?  Or  can  you  be  fo  hardy,  as  knowing  the  truth, 
to  pradife  contrary  to  knowing  Hi?  Knowing  you 
are  not  your  own,  dare  you  aft  as  if  you  were  your 
own  ?  Acknowledging  that  you  are  God's,  dare  you 
withhold  from  him  his  property  ?  Will  a  man  rob 
God  ?  Shall  not  his  profeffed  fervants  ferve  him  ? 
Since  your  bodies  and  your  fouls  are  his,  dare  you 
ufe  them  as  if  they  were  abfolutely  your  own,  and 
refufe  to  glorify  him  with  them  ? 

The  fame  claim,  my  brethren,  is  valid  with  regard 
to  you,  which  the  apofl:le  here  afferts  with  regard  to 
the  Corinthians.  You  are  no  mor#  your  own  than 
they  were  j  you  are  as  much  God's  property  as  they 
were.  And 
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And  his  property  in  you  depends  upon  fuch  firm 
foundations  as  cannot  be  ihaken  without  the  lofe  of 
your  being,  and  your  relapfe  into  nothing*    If  you 
made  yourfelves,  you  may  call  yourfelves  your  own. 
But  you  know  the  curious  frames  of  your  bodies 
were  not  formed  by  your  hands,  nor  was  it  your 
feeble  breath  that  infpired  them  with  thofe  immortal 
{parks  of  reafon,  your  foulsr     A  greater  abfurdity 
cannot  be  mentioned,  than  that  a  creature  fliould  be 
its  own  creator  ;  for  then  it  muft  aft  before  it  had 
a  being.     You  owe  your  being  to  a  divine  Original, 
the  Fountain  of  all  exiftence.     It  was  Jehovah,  the 
uncreated,  all-creating  Jehovah,  who  fo  wonderfully 
and  fearfully  formed  your  bodies,  and  who  is  like- 
wife  the  Father  of  your  fpirits.^   And  what  right  can 
be  more  valid  than  that  founded  upon  creation  ?   It 
is  a  right  founded  upon  your  very  being,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  entire  lofs  of  bettlg  can  deftroy.    He 
that  makes  fervants  out  of  nothing,  has  he  not  a 
right  to  their  fervicc  ?  Did  he  form  your  fouls  and 
bodies,  and  may  he  not  require  you  to  glorify  him 
with  them  ?    Can  you  call  them  your  own,  or  dare 
to  difpofe  of  them  as  you  pleafe,  without  any  regard  to 
God,  when  you  would  have  had  neither  foul  nor  body, 
nor  been  any  thing  at  all,  if  it  had  not  been  for  him  ? 
You  think  you  have  fuch  a  right  to  a  thoufand  things 
as  entitles  you  to  the  ufe  of  them  ;  but  fhew  me  one 
thing  if  you  can,*to  which  you  have  fuch  a  right  as 
God  has  to  you,  to  your  whole  fouls  and  bodies,  to 
you,  who  have  no  mailer  upon  earth,  and  who  are 
your  own  property  in  exclufion  to  all  the  claims  of 
your  fellow-creatures.     Did  you  produce  put  of  no- 
thing  any  of  thofe  things  you  call  yours  ?  No,  you 
only  bought  them  with  money,  or  you  formed  them 
into  what  they  are,  out  of  materials  already  created 
to  your  hand.     But  it  is  Jehovah's  right  alone  that 
is  founded  upon  creation.  And  will  you  not  acknow- 
ledge this  right  ?    Will  not  your  hearts  declare  even 
now,  *  My  Maker,  God,  this  foul  and  this  body  are 

thine  j 
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thine ;  and  to  thee  I  cheerfully  furrenclcr  th^rti.  The 
work  of  thine  own  hands  fiiall  be  thine  by  my  free 
and  full  confent ;  and  I  renounce  all  daim  to  myfelf 
that  is  not  dependent  upon  and  fubordinate  to  thee/ 
Again,  the  providence  of  God  towards  you  has 
made  you  his  abfolute  property  ;  and  on  this  footing 
he  claims  your  fervice.  You  could  ncr  more  fupport 
yourfelves  in  being,  than  you  cofjXA  give  being  ta 
yourfelves  at  firft.  Who  but  he  has  preferved  you 
alive  for  fo  many  months  and  years  ;  preferved  you 
fo  frail  and  precarious,  furrounded  with  fo  many 
dangers,  and  expofed  to  fo  many  wants  ?  Whofe 
earth  have  you  trod  upon  ?  Whofe  air  have  you 
breathed  in  ?  Whofe  creatures  have  you  fed  upon  ? 
The  earth  is  the  Lord^s  and  the  fulnefs  thereof^  Pfalm 
xxiv.  I.  and  confequently  all  the  fupports  and  en- 
joyments, all  the  neceffaries  and  comforts  of  life  are 
hisr.  Show  me  the  mercy,  if  you  can,  which  you 
created.  Mention  the  moment,  if  you  can,  in  which 
you  fupported  your  oMp  life,  independently  of  the 
Almighty.  Show  me  that  property  of  yours,  if  you 
can,  which  is  fo  independent  upon  you  as  you  are  up- 
on him.  This  moment,  if  he  fliould  withdraw  his 
fupporting  hand,  you  would  inftantaneoufly  become 
as  entirely  nothing  as  you  were  ten  thoufand  years 
ago.  If  he  Ihould  now  ftrip  you  of  all  that  is  his> 
and  only  leave  you  what  is  originally  your  own,  he 
would  leave  you  nothing  at  all.  The  earth  and  all 
its  produftions,  the  air,  the  light,  and  your  vtry  be- 
ing would  be  entirely  vanilhed,  and  your  place  would 
be  no  more  known  in  the  creation.  O  !  that  you 
knew,  O!  that  you  felt,  O!  that  you  praftically 
acknowledged  how  entirely  you  are  dependent  up- 
on God  !  And  dare  you  call  yourfelves  your  own, 
when  you  cannot  fupport  yourfelves  in  being  or  in 
happinefs  one  moment  ?  O !  renounce  fo  haughty  a 
claim,  and  this  day  give  up  yourfelves  to  God  as  his. 
A  fon  honoureth  his  father:  and  fince  God  is  your 
Father,  where  is  his  honour  ?    The  'dull  ox  knows 

his 
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his  ovmer,  and  the  ftupid  afs  knows  his  matter's  crib^ 
and  will  not  you  know  and  acknowledge  your  di- 
vine Benefactor  and  Preferver  ?  He  has  nourifiied 
and  brought  you  up  as  his  children  ;  and  dare  you 
rebel  againft  him  ? 

•  Thus  you  fee  the  divine  right  to  you  may  be  made 
good  upon  the  footing  of  creation  and  Providence. 
But  this  is  not  the  foundation  of  right  which  the 
apoftie  here  has  in  view,  or  which  I  would  chiefly  in- 
fift  upon.  The  ground  of  claim  that  he  has  here  in 
view,  is  that  of  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  ye  are 
not  your  own,  fays  he,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price. 
This  is  a  ground  of  claim  ftill  more  endearing.  You 
are  God's  not  only  becaufe  he  made  you,  becaufe  he 
prefer ved  you,  but  becaufe  he  hath  bought  you  ; 
bought  you,  faith  St.  Peter,  not  with  corruptible  things j 
asftlver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrijij 
as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpot.  i  Pet.  u 
1 8,  19.  What  an  cxpenfive  purchafe  is  this !  a  pur- 
chafe  by  blood !  not  by  t^  blood  of  bulls  and  of 
goats,  not  by  the  blood  of  man,  but  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  which  St.  Paul  does  not  fcruple  to  call  the 
blood  of  God  himfelf;  the  church  of  God^  fays  he, 
which  he  has  purchafed  with  his  own  blood.  Acts  xx. 
a 8.  This  was  the  immenfe  ranfom ;  this  is  what  the 
apofde  calls  a  price,  by  way  of  eminence  in  my  text ; 
ye  are  bought  with  a  price  ;  a  price  fo  vafl  and  diftin- 
guilhable,  that  it  may  eafily  be  known  without  be- 
ing particularly  defcribed;  every  chriftian  muft  know 
it,  if  he  is  but  told  that  it  is  the  price  with  which  he 
was  bought. 

The  words  buying^  purchafe^  ranfom^  redemption^  and 
the  like,  occur  fo  often  in  the  account  of  our  falva- 
tion  by  Chrift,  that  they  deferve  a  particular  expli- 
cation. 

They  are  fometimes  taken  in  a  proper  fenfe,  and 
fometimes  in  an  improper,  in  the  facred  fpriptures.  I 
{hall  particularly  confider  the  word  redeem^  which 
moft  frequently  occurs  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  reft. 

To 
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To  redeem  in  a  lax  improper  fenfe,  fignifies  in  ge- 
neral, to  deliver  from  oppreffion  and  mifery,  in  what- 
ever way  the  deliverance  is  efFefted,  and  not  necet 
farily  implying  that  it  is  effefted  by  a  proper  payment 
of  a  price.  So  you  very  often  read  of  the  Ifraelites 
being  redeemed  from  flavery  in  Egypt ;  and  on  this 
account  God  affumed  the  title  of  their  Redeemer.  In 
this  lax  fenfe  of  the  word  we  have  been  redeemed  by 
Jefus  Chrift :  redeemed,  that  is,  delivered  from  fla- 
very to  fin  and  Satan.  Our  freedom  from  fin  is 
called  redemption  by  Chrift  in  the  facred  language* 
So  in  Tit.  ii.  14.  the  apoftle  fays.  Our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chriji  gave  him/elf  for  usj  that  he  might  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity^  and  purify  unto  himfelfa  peculiar  people^  zea- 
lous of  good  works*  It  is  by  Chrift's  freely  giving  him- 
felf  a  facrifice  for  us,  that  the  influences  of  the  holjr 
fpirit  are  procured  to  mortify  our  corrupt  difpofiti- 
ons,  and  fubdue  the  power  of  fin,  and  thus  to  free  us 
from  our  fordid  flavery  to  its  ufurped  jurifdiftion* 
Sin  has  ftill  retained  its  power  over  fallen  angels : 
through  the  fpace  of  at  leaft  near  fix  thoufand  years, 
notwithftanding  all  the  punifliment  they  have  already 
fufFered  for  it,  and  notwithftanding  all  that  they  have 
feen  of  the  wonders  of  divine  Providence,  and  the 
amiable  and  trem.endous  difplays  of  the  divine  per- 
feftions,  they  fin  on,  ftill  impenitent  and  unreform- 
ed,  and  will  do  fo  for  ever.  But  many  a  finner  of 
the  race  of  man  has  been  recovered  to  a  ftate  of  ho- 
linefs  and  happinefs,  and  been  freed  from  the  tyran- 
nical dominion  of  fin.  And  the  reafon  is,  Jefus  did 
not  give  himfelf  for  the  fallen  angels,  but  for  the  fal- 
len fons  of  Adam :  for  thefe,  but  not  for  the  former, 
he  purchafed  fanftifying  grace  ;  and  this  makes  the 
diiFerence.  While  the  former  are  hardened  morfe 
and  more  in  wickednefs  in  the  furnance  of  hell,  the 
fallen  offspring  of  Adam  are  purified  by  his  fpirit, 
and  made  a  peculiar  people,  a  people  diftinguifliable, 
fron  all  others  by  their  purity  and  zeal  for  good 
works,  and  peculiarly  his  above  aU  others.    St.  Peter 

alfo 
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alfo  ufes  the  word  redeem  in  the  fame  fenfe,  to  fignify 
deliverance  from  fin.  Te  know^  fays  he,  that  ye  were 
redeemed  from  your  vain  converfation  by  the  precious  blood 
ef  Chriji.  i  Peter  i.  18,1 9.  This  is  a  very  glorious 
redemption  indeed,  much  more  illuftrious  than  the 
deliverance  of  the  Ifraelites  from  the  Babylonilh  cap- 
tivity and  Egyptian  bondage  j  which  is  fo  often  cal- 
led Redemption. 

Again,  Jefus  Chrift  has  redeemed ;  that  is,  deliver- 
ed his  people  from  the  guilt  of  Cii ;  and  confequent- 
ly  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  punifliments  of 
hell.  He  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  his  people.  Hcb. 
ix.  12.  yefus  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come* 
I  Theff.  i.  10.  All  the  faints  that  are  now  in  heaven, 
and  all  that  fhall  be  added  to  their  happy  number 
in  all  the  future  ages  of  the  world,  are  indebted  to 
him  for  their  great,  their  evcrlafting  deliverance.  To 
Jefus  they  owe  it,  that  they  have  the  aftual  enjoy- 
ment of  complete  happinefs,  and  the  fure  profpeft  of 
its  everlafting  continuance,  inftead  of  feeling  the  ven- 
geance of  eternal  fire.  To  Jefus  they  owe  it,  that 
they  rejoice  for  ever  in  the  fmiles  of  divine  love,  in- 
ftead of  finking  under  the  frowns  of  divine  indigna- 
tion. To  Jefus  they  owe  it,  that  they  enjoy  the  plea- 
fures  of  an  applauding  confcience,  inftead  of  agoniz- 
ing under  the  pangs  of  guilt,  and  the  horrors  of  ever- 
lafting defpair.  To  Jefus  they  owe  it,  that  their  voice 
is  employed  in  fongs  of  praife  and  triumph,  inftead 
of  infernal  groans  and  bowlings.  To  Jefus  they  are 
indebted  for  all  this ;  and  they  afe  very  fenfible  of 
their  obligations  ;  and  their  everlafting  anthems  ac- 
knowledge it.  St.  John  once  heard  them,  and  I  hope 
we  fliall  hear  them  ere  long,  finging  with  a  loud 
voice,  ^rhou  art  worthy  ;  for  thou  ivaji  Jlain^  and  haft 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred^  and 
tongue^  and  people^  and  nation.  Rev.  v.  9.  Thcfe  are 
•  they  which  were  redeemed  from  the  earthy  and  from 
among  men,  as  firfi-fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.-— 

Rev.  xiv,  ^,  4» 

^  Thus 
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Thus  you  fee  that  taking  the  word  Redemption 
in  a  lax  improper  fenfe,  as  fignifying  deliverance, 
though  without  a  price,  that  we  may  be  faid  to  be 
bought  or  redeemed  by  Jefus  Chrift.  But  if  we  take 
the  word  in  a  ftrict  and  proper  fenfe,  it  fignifies  a 
particular  kind  of  deliverance ;  namely,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  price.  And  it  is  in  this  way  that  Jefus  re- 
deemed his  people.  He  gave  him/elf^  fays  St.  Paul,  a 
ranfom  for  all.  i  Tim.  ii.  6.  And  himfelf  has  told  us, 
the  Son  of  man  came  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many. 
Matt.  XX.  2%.  Now  a  ranfom  is  a  price  paid  to  re- 
deem a  thing  that  was  forfeited,  or  a  perfon  that  was 
held  in  captivity  and  flavcry.  So  to  redeem  an  ef- 
tate,  is  to  pay  a  price  equivalent  to  it,  and  fo  to  reco- 
ver it.  To  redeem  a  prifoner  or  a  captive,  is  to  lay 
down  a  price  as  an  equivalent  for  his  liberty.  In  this 
fenfe  Chrift  bought  his  people  with  a  price,  or  re- 
deemed them  with  his  blood  as  the  ranfom.  This 
will  lead  us  to  conceive  of  his  work  in  our  falvation 
in  various  views. 

He  is  faid  to  redeem  us  to  God  by  his  blood.  Rev.  v.  9. 
This  implies  that  we  were  loft  to  God,  becaufe  juftice 
required  we  fhould  be  given  up  to  punifhment,  and 
God  could  take  no  pleafure  in  us.  We  were  loft  to 
God,  juft  as  a  criminal  delivered  up  to  juftice  is  loft 
to  his  family  and  his  country.  But  Jefus  pays  the 
ranfom  to  divine  juftice  with  his  own  blood ;  that  is, 
he  bears  the  punifliment  in  his  own  perfon,  which 
juftice  demanded  of  the  finner  \  and  hereupon  the 
poor,  helplefsjloft  finner  is  recovered  to  God,  becomes 
his  property  again  upon  the  footing  of  mercy,  and 
recovers  the  divine  favour  which  he  had  loft.  The 
bleffed  God,  as  it  were,  recovers  his  loft  creature, 
receives  him  with  delight  from  the  arreft  of  juftice 
fafe  and  unhurt,  and  rejoices  over  him  as  redeemed 
from  eternal  death.  Now,  like  the  Father  of  the  pro- 
digal in  the  parable,  he  gives  orders  for  public  rejoic- 
ings through  all  the  heavenly  court,  faying.  It  is  meet 
%ve  fhould  make  merry  and  be  glady  for  this  my  Son  was 

Vol.  II.  K  k  dead^ 
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dead^  and  is  alive  again  ;  was  loji^  and  is  found.  Luke 
XV.  32.  And  again,  /  will  fave  hi?n  from  going  down 
into  the  pit  ^  for  I  have  found  a  ranfom.  Job  xxxiii.  24* 
Again,  Jefus  is  faid  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law  :  God  fent  forth  his  Son — made  under  the  law^ 
to  redeem  them  that  were  under  ihe  law.  Gal.  iv.  4,  5. 
Chrijl  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law^  being 
'made  a  curfe  for  us.  Gal.  iii.  13.  Here  you  fee  what 
he  redeemed  us  from,  namely,  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
the  penalty  threatened  in  the  law  to  difobedience  ; 
and  alfo  the  manner  in  which  he  redeemed  us,  name- 
ly, by  becoming  a  curfe  for  us,  or  fuffering  the  pe- 
nalty in  his  own  perfon  which  was  due  to  us  for  diC- 
obedience.  This  reprefentation  fuppofes  that  the  law 
of  God  has  demands  upon  us,  demands  of  punifli- 
.ment,  and  that  it  detains  us  as  prifoners  under  arreft 
till  thefe  demands  are  anfwered  by  fome  adequate 
fatisfaftion.  Now  the  Lord  Jefus  entered  into  our 
law-place,  and  by  his  fufFerings  made  a  fatisfaffion 
equivalent  to  the  demands  of  the  law  :  and  it  is  this 
fatisfaftion  that  is  called  the  ranfom  by  which  he  re- 
deemed us.  By  his  obedience  and  fufFerings  all  the 
demands  of  the  law  are  completely  anfwered,  fo  that 
now  the  prifoner  is  difmiffed,  the  captive  fet  free  ; 
fet  free  upon  the  footing  of  a  ranfom,  or  for  and  in 
confideration  of  full  payment  made.  By  this  a  way 
is  opened  for  the  falvation  of  finners  upon  the  plan 
of  the  gofpel ;  that  is,  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus 
imputed  to  them  upon  their  believing  in  him  ;  im- 
puted to  fuch  as  have  no  perfonal  merit,  but  mud 
fink  into  everlafting  condemnation,  if  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  rigour  of  the  law.  Thus  Jefus  is  made 
to  believers  righteoufnefs  and  redemption,  i  Cor.  i. 
30.  righteoufnefs  to  anfwer  the  precept  of  the  law, 
and  redemption  from  its  penalty. 

In  fliort,  our  falvation  is  accomplilhed  fo  much  in 
the  way  of  redemption,  that  this  word,  or  one  of  the 
fame  fenfe,  is  very  often  ufed  in  the  affair.  Heaven 
is  called  a  purchafcd  *  poffefiion,  Ephef.  i.  14.   be- 
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caufe,  when  we  had  forfeited  our  right  to  it,  it  was 
purchiifed  for  us  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Believers 
are  called  a  peculiar,  i  Peter  ii.  9.  or  as  the  word  is 
fometimes  rendered,  a  purchafed  f  people.  The  refur- 
reclion  is  called  the  redemption  of  our  body,  Rom. 
viii.  23.  becaufe,  after  having  been  made  a  helplefi 
captive  under  the  power  of  death,  and  (hut  up  in  the 
prifon  of  the  grave,  it  is  difmiffed  and  fet  at  liberty 
by  Jcfus  Chrift.  And  our  falvation  is  called  eternal 
redemption,  becaufe  all  the  bleflings  contained  therein 
are  redeemed  for  us  after  they  had  been  forfeited 
and  loft. 

Thus  you  fee  the  death  of  Chrift  may  be  called  the 
great  price  with  which  we  are  bought,  and  by  which 
all  fpiritual  and  everlafting  bleflings  were  bought  for 
us.  As  for  believers,  it  is  beyond  all  difpute  that , 
they  have  been  thus  dearly  bought ;  and  on  this  ac- 
count they  are  not  their  own,  but  God's.  They  are 
his  on  the  footing  of  redemption  ;  and  therefore  he 
has  the  ftrongeft  claim  to  their  fervice.  O  !  fliall  not 
thofc  favoured  creatures  whom  he  has  redeemed 
from  hell,  redeemed  from  fin  and  Satan,  redeemed 
with  the  precious  blood  of  his  Son,  devote  themfelves 
to  their  Deliverer  as  his  fervants  for  ever  ?  Can  you 
bear  the  thought  of  withholding  his  own  from  him, 
when  he  redeemed  you  when  loft,  and  purchafed  a 
right  to  you  by  the  blood  of  his  Son  ?  one  drop  of 
which  is  of  more  value  than  a  thoufand  worlds  ! 

A  thoufand  worlds  fo  bought,  were  bought  too  dear. 

Muft  not  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  you,  as  it  did 
St.  Paul,  to  judge  thus  :  That  if  this  illuftrious  Pcr- 
fonage  died  for  you^  then  you  that  live  Jhould  710  longer 
live  to  yoitrfelvesj  but  to  him  that  died  for  you  and  rofe 
again.     2  Cor.  v.  14,  15. 

Thus  you  fee  the  argument  concludes  with  full 
force  as  to  believers,  who  are  indifputably  purchafed 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift.     But  will  it  coni:lude  aifo  :x% 
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to  thofe  who  are  now  unbelievers  ?  Were  they  fo 
redeemed  or  bought  by  Jefus  Chrift  that  they  are  no 
longer  their  own  but  God's,  and  upon  that  footing 
obbged  to  devote  themfelves  to  him  ?  There  is  hard- 
ly any  ftibjeft  in  divinity  more  intricate  than  the  ex- 
tent of  Chrift's  redemption  ;  and  it  would  by  no 
means  fuit  the  prefent  occafion,  to  perplex  a  practical 
difcourfe  with  this  controverfy.  I  Ihall  therefore  on- 
ly lay  down  a  few  principles  which  are  indifputable, 
and  will  fully  anfwer  my  prefent  defign.  (i.)  As  to 
thofe  who  believe  that  Chrift  laid  down  his  life  as  a 
price  for  the  redemption  of  every  individual  of  man- 
kind, the  argument  concludes  with  full  force ;  for  by 
their  own  confeffion  they  are  bought  with  a  price,and 
therefore  they  are  not  their  own,  but  God's.  (2*) 
You  all  hope  that  Jefus  Chrift  died  for  you  ;  unlefe 
you  have  this  hope,  you  can  have  no  hope  at  all  of 
being  faved  according  to  the  gofpel ;  for  the  gofpd 
allows  you  no  hopes  of  falvation  at  all,  but  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  Chrift's  dying  for  you.  Have  you  then 
any  hope  of  falvation  ?  Undoubtedly  you  have ;  for 
you  do  not  look  upon  yourfelves  as  fliut  up  under 
remedilefs  defpair.  Well  then,  juft  as  much  hope  as 
you  have  of  falvation,  juft  fo  much  hope  you  have 
that  Chrift  died  for  you ;  and  confequently,  upon 
your  own  principle,  you  are  fo  far  obliged  to  aft  as 
perfons  bought  with  a  price,  and  therefore  not  your 
own  but  God's,  that  is,  as  far  as  you  hope  for  hea- 
ven, fo  far  you  are  obliged  to  devote  yourfelves  to 
God  as  his,  and  no  longer  to  live  to  yourfelves.  And 
if  you  deny  his  claim  to  you  upon  the  footing  of  re- 
demption, you  renounce  all  hope,  and  give  yourfelves 
over  as  loft  and  hopelefs.  And  what  can  bind  you 
more  ftrongly  than  this  ?  Will  you  rather  rufli  into 
defpair,  and  fling  yourfelves  headlong  into  ruin,  than 
acknowledge  God's  right,  and  behave  as  thofe  that 
are  his,  and  not  your  own  ?  (3.)  I  venture  to  aflcrt 
that  Chrift  died  for  every  man  in  fuch  a  fenfe,  as  to 
warrant  all  that  hear  the  gofpel  to  regard  the  offer  of 
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falvation  by  his  death,  as  made  to  them  without  Ah£^ 
tinftion ;  and  to  oblige  all  indefinitely  to  embrace 
that  offer,  or  to  believe  in  him,  and  to  condud  them- 
felves  towards  him,  as  one  that  by  his  death  placed 
them  under  a  difpenfation  of  grace.  Therefore  all 
are  obliged  to  behave  towards  him  as  their  Redeem- 
er, and  to  own  that  he  has  a  right  to  them  upon  the 
footing  of  redemption.  This  is  fufficient  to  my  prc- 
fent  purpofe :  for  if  this  be  the  cafe,  then  I  may  en- 
ter a  claim  to  you  all,  in  the  name  of  God,  as  his 
property ;  and  you  cannot  refiife  to  refign  yourfelves 
to  him  without  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  you. 
He  claims  your  fouls  and  bodies  as  his  due,  and  re- 
quires you  to  glorify  him  with  both,  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  redemption. 

Here  I  am  naturally  led  to  confider  the  duty  the 
apoftle  infers  from  thefe  premifes  \  and  that  is,  to 
glorify  God.  Te  are  not  your  own  ;  for  ye  are  bought  with 
a  price  ;  your  fouls  and  your  bodies  are  God's ;  there^ 
fore  glorify  God  with  ydur  fouls  and  your  bodies  ^  which  are 
his.  This  is  the  conneraon  of  the  apoftle's  reafoning. 

Here  you  are  ready  to  inquire^  What  is  it  to  glo- 
rify God  with  our  fouls  and  bodies  ?  I  anfwer  in 
fliort.  The  connexion  intimates  that  it  confifts  in 
ufing  our  fouls  and  bodies,  and  all  that  we  are  and 
poffefs,  not  as  our  own,  but  as  his  ;  that  is,  that  we 
ferve  him  with  all  the  powers  of  both.  We  fhould 
confider  our  underftandings  as  his,  and  therefore  em- 
ploy them  to  think  of  him  and  know  him  :  our  wills 
as  his,  and  therefore  chufe  him  :  our  love,  our  defire, 
our  joy  as  his,  and  therefore  love,  defire,  and  rejoice 
in  him  above  all :  our  forrow,  our  indignation,  and 
all  the  various  forms  of  our  irafcible  pafiions  as  his, 
and  therefore  level  them  againft  liis  enemies,  particu- 
larly againft  fin  :  our  confciences  as  his,  and  therefore 
regard  them  as  his  deputies  ;  our  powers  of  aftion  as 
his,  and  therefore  to  be  governed  by  his  authority. 
We  fliould  confider  our  whole  fouls  as  his,  and  there- 
fore not  willingly  harbour  any  thing  in  them  that 
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may  difpleafe  him  ;  no  chofen  darknefs,  vanity,  or 
error  in  tlie  mind :  no  enmity,  no  coldnefs,  or  luke- 
warmnefs  in  the  heart.  We  fliould  love  him  with  all 
our  heart,  with  all  our  foul,  with  all  our  mind,  and 
with  all  our  ftrength  ;  becauib  our  hearts,  our  fouls, 
our  minds,  and  ftrength  are  l)is ;  his,  and  not  our 
jOwn.  So  alfo  our  bodies  are  his,  and  therefore  all 
our  members  fliouId  be  inftruments  of  righteoufnefs 
unto  holinefs.  Your  eyes  are  his,  therefore  let  them 
glorify  him  by  viewing  the  wonders  of  his  word  and 
;works.  Your  ears  arc  his,  therefore  let  them  hear 
his  voice.  Your  tongues  are  his,  therefore  ufe  them 
as  inftruments  of  praife,  and  of  making  known  his 
glory.  In  Ciort,  you  are  all  entirely  his,  therefore  be 
all  entirely  devoted  to  him.  You  are  his  fervants, 
even  when  you  are  ferving  yourfelves ;  therefore 
v/hatfoevcr  ye  do,  even  in  your  own  affairs,  do  it 
heartily,  as  unto  the  Lord,  and  not  to  men.  This  is 
to  glorify  God  with  your  fouls  and  bodies ^  which  are  his* 
And  this  fliould  be  your  univerfal  practice  in  all  your 
actions  :  Whether  ye  eat  or  drink y  or  whatever  you  do^ 
do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  i  Cor.  x.  31.  Whether  you 
live,  you  Jlyjuld  live  to  the  Lord  ;  and  whether  you  die,  you 
fhculd  die  to  the  Lord  ;  that  living  and  dying  you  may  be 
the  Lord^s.     Rom.  xiv.  7,  8. 

You  have  now  had  a  brief  view  of  thofe  grounds 
upon  which  Jehovah  claims  you  as  his,  and  of  the 
duty  refulting  from  this  claim.  And  what  remains 
but  that  I  wind  up  the  whole  with  a  ferious,  plain, 
warm  propofal  to  your  hearts  ?  And  that  is,  whether 
you  will  this  day  practically  acknowledge  God's  right 
in  you,  by  devoting  yourfelves  entirely  to  him  ?  \V  ill 
you,  or  will  you  not  ?  Paufe,  and  think  upon  the 
propofal.  Perhaps  you  may  be  willing  to  comply 
without  any  farther  excitements.  If  not,  come,  and 
let  us  reafon  the  matter  together. 

Confidcr  how  entirely,  and  how  long  you  have 
unjuftly  detained  his  own  property  from  God.  Have 
you  not  lived  to  yourfelves,  and  not  to  him  ?  Have 
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you  not  ufed  the  faculties  of  your  fouls,  and  the  merriJ^ 
bers  of  your  bodies,  your  time,  your  eftates,  and  your 
all,  as  if  he  had  no  right  in  them,  but  they  were  en*- 
tirely  your  own  ?  Has  not  y^^  been  the  ruling  prin- 
ciple in  you,  as  if  you  had  no  Matter  in  heaven  ;  or 
as  if  no  blood  had  been  flied  upon  Mount  Calvary  to 
purchafe  a  fuperior  right  in  you  ?  You  have  thought 
your  own  thoughts,  fpoke  your  own  words,  confulted 
your  own  pleamre,  and  followed  your  own  will ;  as  if 
you  ufurped  the  difpofal  of  yourfelves,  and  did  not 
acknowledge  a  fuperior.  When  were  your  thoughts^ 
your  words,  your  time,  your  powers  of  aftion,  devo* 
ted  to  the  Lord  that  bought  you  ?  The  patience  of 
God  has  lent  fome  of  you  many  days  and  years,  but 
which  of  them  have  you  ufed  for  his  glory  ?  And  \% 
it  not  high  time  for  you  now  to  return  to  your  right- 
ful Mafter,  and  to  render  to  God  the  things  that  are 
God's  ?^ 

Again,  Confider,  that  while  you  have  thus  lived  to 
yourfelves,  you  have  moft  unjuftly  ufurped  a  right  to 
what  was  not  your  own.  Did  you  make  yourfelves  ? 
Did  you  redeem  yourfelves  ?  Have  you  preferved 
yourfelves  ?  Is  it  you  that  gave  the  leaft  virtue  to  the 
food  to  nourifh  you  ?  Can  you  enable  the  earth  to 
fupport  you,  or  the  air  to  heave  your  lungs  with  the 
breath  of  life  ?  Can  you  recover  yourfelves  when  ficki 
or  revive  yourfelves  when  dying  ?  Can  you  make 
yourfelves  happy  in  the  world  of  fpirits,  and  provide 
for  yourfelves  through  an  immortal  duration  ?  If  you 
can  do  thefe  things,  you  may  fet  up  for  independency 
with  a  better  grace,  and  call  yourfelves  your  own ; 
and  you  may  boldly  lift  up  your  faces  to  heaven,  and 
tell  the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe  you  will  not  be 
obliged  to  him,  but  he  may  take  away  from  you  all 
that  is  his,  and  leave  you  to  fliift  for  yourfelves-  But 
are  you  not  ftruck  with  horror  at  fuch  claims  as  thefe  ? 
You  muft  then  acknowledge  you  are  not  your  own* 
And  what  aggravated  facrilege  have  you  beei^  guilty 
of,  in  robbing  God  of  his  right  ?  If  he  th^t  robs  you 

of 


%^6  J)e£cation  to  God  argued         Serm.  31* 

of  a  little  money  is  puhiflicd  with  death  for  the  crime, 
what  do  you  deferve  who  have  robbed  God  of  your 
fouls  and  bodies,  and  that  all  your  life  long  ?  O !  will 
you  not  this  day  reftore  him  his  own  ?  He  will  accept 
it  again,  when  freely  reftored,  though  abufed,  diflio- 
Doured,  and  rendered  unfit  for  fervice  by  you. 

Farther,  If  you  will  not  give  up  yourfelves  to  God, 
pray  what  will  you  do  with  yourfelves  ?  You  are  not 
capable  of  felf-fubfiftence,  or  independency.  A  new- 
born, naked,  helplefs  infant  may  as  well  refiife  the 
breaft,  rqeft  the  mother's  care,  and  fet  up  for  itfelf, 
as  you  pretend  to  fliift  for  yourfelves  independently 
of  the  God  that  made  you,  and  the  Saviour  that  re- 
deemed you.  Alas  !  if  you  feparate  yourfelves  from 
him,  you  are  like  a  ftream  feparated  from  its  fountain, 
that  muft  run  dry ;  a  fpark  feparated  from  the  fire, 
that  muft  expire  ;  a  member  cut  off  from  the  body, 
that  muft  die  and  putrify.  If  you  will  not  give  up 
yourfelves  to  God,  whom  will  you  choofe  for  your 
patron  ?  Will  you  yield  yourfelves  to  fin  and  Satan  ? 
Alas  !  that  is  but  to  fubmit  to  a  mercilefs  tyrant,  who 
will  employ  you  in  fordid,  cruel  drudgery,  and  then 
reward  you  with  death  and  deftruftion.  Will  you 
give  up  yourfelves  to  the  world,  to  riches,  honours, 
and  pleafures  ?  Alas  !  what  fervice  can  the  world  do 
you  when  it  is  laid  in  alhes  by  the  univerfal  flames  of 
the  laft  conflagration  ?  What  fervice  can  the  world 
do  you  when  your  unwilling  fouls  are  torn  away  from 
it,  and  muft  lezrve  all  its  enjoyments  for  ever  and  ever  ? 
Will  not  the  God  of  grace  prove  a  better  Mafter  to 
you  ?  Has  he  ever  forfaken  any  of  his  fervants  in  their 
laft  extremity  ?  No ;  he  has  promifed,  /  will  never 
leave  thee^  nor  forfake  thee.  Heb.  xiii.  5.  And  the  long 
train  of  his  fervants,  through  thoufands  of  years,  bear 
an  united  teftimony,  that  they  have  always  found 
him  faithful  to  his  promife.  And  why  then  will  you 
not  choofe  him  for  your  Mafter  ?  Alas  !  if  you  refufe, 
you  become  what  I  may  call  the  lumber  and  rubbiih 
of  the  univerfe  j  ufelefs  to  yourfelves,  and  loft  to  God 
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and  your  fellow-creatures,  a  property  not  worth  own  " 
ing.  Will  you  call  yourfelves  your  own  you  degrad^ 
yourfelves,  and  lofe  all  your  dignity  and  importance; 
you  cut  yourfelves  off  from  all  happinefs,  and  can  ex- 
pefl:  no  other  heaven  than  what  fuch  guilty,  helplefs 
creatures  as  you  can  create  for  yourfelves.  If  you  will 
not  voluntarily  furrender  yourfelves  to  God,  he  x^dll 
not  own  you  as  his,  but  leave  you  to  yourfelves,  to 
Ihift  for  yourfelves  as  you  can.  He  ivill  hide  his  face 
from  ycu^  according  to  his  threat7iing,  that  he  may  fee  what 
will  be  your  end.  Deut.  xxxii.  19,  20.  And,  O  !  what 
wretched  outcafts,  what  poor  helplefs  orphans  will 
you  then  be ! 

Let  me  farther  try  whether  you  have  the  leaft  fpark 
of  gratitude  ftill  remaining  in  you.  Has  the  love  of 
Jefus  no  fweetly-conftraining  force  upon  you  ?  Can 
you  look  upon  him  dying  for  you  on  the  crofc,  and 
yet  keep  him  out  of  his  right  ?  Can  you  view  him 
paying  your  ranfom  with  his  blood  and  life,  and  yet 
refufe  to  give  him  up  what  he  has  redeemed  at  fo  high 
a  price  ?  ^hall  poor  captives,  redeemed  from  fin  and 
hell  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  rather  continue  ftill  in 
bondage  than  fubmit  to  fo  good  a  Mailer  ?  Are  you 
capable  of  fuch  bafe  ingratitude  ?  Can  you  treat  your 
kind  Redeemer  fo  unkindly  ? 

Let  me  conclude  this  exhortation  with  the  more 
forcible,  though  plain  and  artlefs  language  of  ano- 
ther. *  Conjtder  when  judgment  comes^  inquiry  will  be 
7nade^  whether  you  have  lived  as  your  own,  or  as  his  that 
bought  you.  Then  he  will  require  his  own  with  improve* 
ment.  Luke  xix.  23.  '  The  great  bufinefs  of  that 
day  will  not  be  fo  much  to  fearch  after  particular 
fins  or  duties,  which  were  contrary  to  the  fcope  of 
heart  and  life,  but  whether  you  lived  to  God,  or  to 
your  flefli  ?  and  whether  your  time,  and  care,  and 
wealth  were  expended  for  Chrift  in  his  members  and 
interefl:,  or  for  your  carnal  felves  ?  You  that  Chrifl: 
hath  given  authority  to  fliall  then  be  accountable. 

Vol.  II.  LI  that 
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whether  you  improved  it  to  his  advantage.  You 
that  he  hath  given  honour  to,  muft  then  give  ac- 
count whether  you  improved  it  to  his  honour.  In 
the  fear  of  God,  firs,  caft  up  your  accounts  in  time, 
and  bethink  you  what  anfwer  will  then  ftand  good. 
It  will  be  a  doleful  hearing  to  a  guilty  foul,  when 
Chrift  fliall  fay,  I  gave  thee  thirty  or  forty  years  time ; 
thy  flefli  had  fo  much  in  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
fleeping,  and  labouring ;  in  idlenefs  and  vain  talk- 
ing, and  recreations,  and  other  vanities  ;  but  where 
W2is  my  part  ?  How  much  was  laid  out  for  promot- 
ing my  glory  ?  I  lent  you  much  of  the  wealth  of  the 
world  :  fo  much  was  fpent  in  provifions  for  your 
backs  and  bellies  ;  fo  much  on  coftly  toys,  or  fuper- 
fiuities ;  fo  much  in  revengeful  fuits  and  contentions : 
and  fo  much  was  left  behind  for  your  pofterity ;  but 
where  was  my  part  ?  How  much  was  laid  out  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  or  to  relieve  the  fouls  or 
the  bodies  of  your  brethren  ?  I  gave  thee  a  family, 
and  committed  them  to  thy  care  to  govern  them  for 
me  ;  but  how  didft  thou  perform  it  ?  O  !  brethren, 
bethink  you  in  time  what  anfwer  to  make  to  fuch 
queftions.  Your  Judge  hath  told  you  that  your  doom 
muft  then  pafs  according  as  you  have  improved  your 
talents  for  him ;  and  that  he  that  hideth  his  talent, 
though  he  give  God  his  own,  Jhall  be  caji  into  utter 
darknefs^  where  is  weeping  and  gnajhing  of  teeth.  Matt. 
XXV.  30.  How  eafily  will  Chrift  then  evince  his  right 
in  you,  and  convince  you  that  it  was  your  duty  to 
have  lived  to  him !  Do  you  think,  firs,  that  you  Ihall 
then  have  the  face  to  fay,  I  thought.  Lord,  I  had 
been  made  and  redeemed  for  myfelf  ?  I  thought  I 
had  nothing  to  do  on  earth  but  live  in  as  much  plen- 
ty as  I  could,  and  pleafure  to  myfelf,  and  ferve  thee 
on  the  by,  that  thou  mighteft  continue  my  profpe- 
rity,  and  fave  me  when  I  could  keep  the  world  no 
longer  :  I  knew  not  that  I  was  thine,  and  fhould  have 
lived  to  thy  glory  ? — If  any  of  you  plead  thus,  what 
ftore  of  arguments  hath  Chrift  to  filence  you  !    He 
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will  then  convince  you  that  his  title  to  you  was  not 
queftionable.  He  will  prove  that  thou  waft  his  by 
thy  very  being,  and  fetch  unanfwerable  arguments 
from  every  part  and  faculty  :  he  will  prove  it  from 
his  incarnation,  his  life  of  humiliation,  his  bloody 
fweat,  his  crown  of  thorns,  his  crofs,  his  grave  :  he 
that  had  wounds  to  fhew  after  his  refurrcftion  for 
the  fatisfaclion  of  a  doubting  difciple,  will  have  fuch 
I'cars  to  fhew  then  as  fhall  fuffice  to  convince  a  fclf- 
excufing  rebel :  all  thefe  fliall  witnefs  that  he  was 
thy  rightful  Lord/ 

And  now,  my  brethren,  may  I  not  prefume  that  I 
have  carried  my  point,  if  1  had  only  to  do  with  your 
reafon  ?  Does  not  your  rcafon  plead  in  favour  of  re- 
figning  yourfelves  to  God  this  day  ?  Take  notice,  I 
again  proclaim  God's  right  in  you.  Can  any  of  you 
deny  this  claim  ?  Certainly  you  dare  not.  Well  then, 
let  heaven  and  earth  bear  witnefij,  that  you  were  all 
claimed  this  day  as  God's  property  upon  the  footing 
of  redemption  ;  and  not  one  of  you  dared  to  deny 
it.  Therefore,  render  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's. 
May  I  hope  you  now  feel  your  hearts  beginning  to 
yield  ?  I  make  the  propofal  to  you  all ;  to  you  maf- 
ters  and  freemen,  as  well  as  to  you  flaves  :  fhall  wc 
all  this  day,  with  one  confent,  devote  ourfclves  to 
God  as  his  fervants  ?  Will  you  allow  mc,  as  it  were, 
to  draw  up  your  indenture,  and  fpeak  for  you  ?  I 
hope  I  am  willing  to  lead  the  way,  and  will  you  fol- 
low me  ?  Methinks  I  hear  you  fay, '  Yes,  we  arc  wil- 
ling :  after  many  flruggles  and  reluctances,  wc  arc 
at  length  willing,  and  qan  hold  out  no  longer.'  But 
hold  I  I  am  afraid  fome  of  you  know  not  what  you 
are  going  about.  And  if  you  raflily  and  inconiidcr- 
ately  engage  in  the  fervice,  you  will  foon  dcfert  it. 
As  foon  as  the  force  of  perfuafion  has  ceafcd,  and  the 
flov.'  of  pafSon  is  over,  you  will  retract  all.  'I  h.crc- 
fore  I  muft  put  you  back,  till  I  inform  you  of  iomc 
things  \\Tith  relation  to  this  contract,  that  you  may 
make  fure  work  an  everlafting  covenant,  never  to  be 
forgotten.  'Jake 
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Take  notice  then,  i.  Your  refignation  of  your- 
fdves  muft  not  be  the  aft  of  mere  nature,  \vithout 
much  greater  affiftance ;  but  you  muft  be  urged  and 
fweetly  conftrained  to  it  by  the  holy  Spirit,  making 
you  willing  by  his  power.  Whatever  profeffions  you 
may  make,  whatever  external  forms  of  felf-dedicati- 
on  you  may  force  yourfelves  to  ufe,  yet  your  hearts 
are  by  no  means  willing ;  nay,  they  are  utterly  averfe 
to  this  furrender,  till  they  are  changed  by  divine 
grace.  This  indeed  fhould  not  difcourage  you  from 
making  the  attempt ;  for  it  is  while  you  are  making 
the  attempt,  you  are  to  hope  for  the  affiftance  of  di- 
vine grace.  But  I  mention  the  neceffity  of  divine 
power,  left  you  fliould  miftake  the  efforts  of  mere 
nature  under  the  conftraints  of  perfuafion,  or  in  a 
warm  fit  of  paffion,  for  an  hearty  voluntary  furren- 
der of  yourfelves  to  God.  1  he  fame  thing  is  to  be 
applied  to  your  future  performance  of  your  engage- 
ment. As  you  cannot  of  yourfelves  rightly  devote 
yourfelves  to  God,  neither  will  you  be  able  of  your- 
felves to  perform  your  vow.  1  herefore  be  humble 
and  felf-diffident  in  this  tranfadion.  Entertain  no 
fanguine  expeftations  from  yourfelves,  or  you  will 
be  furely  disappointed.  Truft  in  divine  ftrength  for 
all,  for  that  alone  is  fufficient  for  you. 

2.  Your  refignation  muft  be  unreferved  and  uni- 
verfal.  God  claims  your  all ;  Jefus  bought  all ;  your 
fouls  and  bodies,  and  whatever  belongs  to  you,  and 
therefore  you  muft  give  him  all.  He  will  not  fliare 
his  property  with  fin  and  Satan  :  you  muft  make  no 
refer ve  of  this  or  that  favourite  luft  or  intereft,  but 
part  with  all  that  is  inconfiftcnt  with  your  duty  to 
him  :  and  you  muft  give  up  what  is  deareft  to  you 
to  your  heavenly  Mafter,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  he  ihall 
think  proper.  Here  paufe,  and  inquire  whether  you 
are  willing  to  be  unreferved  and  univerfal  in  your 
furrender  ? 

3.  You  muft  refign  yourfelves  to  God  at  all  adven- 
tures, refolving  to  be  his  whatever  your  attachment 

to 
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to  him  may  coft  you  ;  though  it  fliould  coft  you  your 
reputation  among  men,  a  part,  or  even  the  whole  of 
your  eftate ;  nay,  though  it  fliould  coft  you  your 
life.  Bleffed  be  God,  we  are  now  in  fuch  happy  cir- 
cumftances,  that  our  duty  to  him  is  not  likely  to  do 
us  much  injury  even  in  this  world,  where  perfecu- 
tion  and  tribulation  is  the  ufual  lot  of  his  fervants-r 
Refignation  to  him  may  indeed  expofe  you  to  a  fenfe- 
lefs  laugh  or  a  fneer,  to  reviling  and  calumny  ;  but 
who  that  has  the  fpirit  of  a  man  within  him  would 
be  fo  meanly  complaifant  as  to  oflFend  his  God,  and 
lofe  his  heaven,  in  order  to  fliun  the  ridicule  and 
contempt  of  fools  ?  Fools  they  are,  if  tried  by  the 
ftandard  of  true  wifdom,  however  wife  they  may  be 
in  other  refpefts.  This  is  but  a  flight  kind  of  perfe- 
cution  to  one  that  makes  a  proper  eftimate  of  things, 
which  cannot  fo  much  as  make  a  finger  ake,  or  raife 
the  flcin  into  a  moment's  pain.  But  times  may  yet 
change  with  us.  The  day  may  yet  come  when  the 
fervants  of  Chrift  among  us  may  be  called  to  forfakc 
father  and  mother^  and  wife  and  chUdren^  and  lands ^  and 
even  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  fake  of  Chrifl.  This 
would  be  no  unufual  event ;  the  fervants  of  the  cru- 
cified Jefus  have  been  a  company  of  crofs-bearers,  if 
I  may  fo  call  them,  from  age  to  age  ;  and  their  reli- 
gion has  coft  them  dear  in  the  eftimate  of  the  world, 
though  they  are  always  immenfe  gainers  by  it  in  the 
iCue.  This  perfecution,  even  to  death,  therefore  you 
may  perhaps  meet  with,  and  it  is  proper  you  fliould 
infert  this  article  into  the  contraft,  that  you  will  part 
with  life  for  Chrift's  fake.  Perhaps  your  indulgent 
Mafter  may  not  infift  upon  it,  and  yet  perhaps  he 
may  ;  it  is  therefore  neceflary  you  fliould  confent  to 
it.  And  what  do  you  think  of  it  ?  Does  not  this  ar- 
ticle caufe  fome  of  you  to  draw  back  ?  Let  me  add, 
4.  Your  dedication  of  yourfelves  muft  be  fixed 
and  habitual.  It  is  not  a  formality  to  be  performed 
only  at  a  facramental  occafion,  nor  a  warm  tranfient 
purpofe  under  a  fermon,  or  in  a  tranfport  of  paflion  j 
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but  it  muft  be  the  fteady,  uniform,  perfevering  difpo- 
fition  of  your  fouls  to  be  the  Lord's  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  circumftances,  in  life,  in  death,  and  through 
all  eternity. 

Thefe,  brethren,  arc  the  qualifications  of  an  accep- 
table furrender  of  yourfelves  to  God ;  and  are  yoa 
willing  to  be  his  upon  thefe  terms  ?  Or  will  you  re-- 
fufe  and  perifli?  Deliberate  upon  the  matter,  and 
come  to  fome  conclufion.  Choofe  ye  in  this  day  whom 
ye  will  ferve.  May  I  hope  you  anfwer  me  to  this 
purpofe  :  ^  We  have  weighed  the  cafe  impartially  ; 
we  fee  difficulties  before  us,  if  we  become  the  Lord's 
fervants ;  but  not'wdthftanding  thefe  difficulties,  we 
are  refolved  upon  it :  his  we  will  be  who  bought 
us  with  his  blood/  Is  this  your  determinate  refolu- 
tion,  my  dear  brethren  ?  Then  make  the  tranfaction 
as  folemn  and  explicit  as  you  can,  and  follow  me  ;  I 
lay,  let  all,  white  and  black,  old  and  young,  follow 
me,  while  I  fpeak  for  you  ;  *  Lord,  here  is  a  poor 
finner,  thy  creature,  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  thy 
Son,  that  has  long  been  a  flave  to  other  matters,  and 
withheld  from  thee  thy  juft  and  dear-bought  proper- 
ty ;  here.  Lord,  I  would  now,  freely  and  without 
referve,  devote  and  furrender  myfelf,  my  foul  and 
body,  and  my  all  to  thee,  to  be  univerfally  and  for 
ever  thine.  And  let  the  omnipotent  God,  let  angels 
and  men,  be  witnefs  to  the  engagement.' 

Do  you,  my  dear  brethren,  heartily  confent  to  this 
formula  ?  Then  the  contraft  is  ready  for  fealing  ; 
therefore  let  us  rife  and  crowd  round  the  table  of 
our  Lord,  and  there  annex  our  folemn  feals,  and  ac- 
knowledge it  as  our  acl  and  deed.  O  !  happy  day  ! 
if  we  fliould  be  prepared  to  ufe  this  facred  ordinance 
for  this  purpofe  !  Come,  ye  fervants  of  the  Lord, 
take  a  refrelhment  to  ftrengthen  you  for  your  Maf- 
ter's  work.  Come,  ye  redeemed  flaves,  commemo- 
rate the  price  of  your  redemption.  Come,  fee  how 
your  Mafter  loved  you,  and  how  much  he  fuffered 
for  you  :  and  O !  let  his  love  conftrain  you  to  live 
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not  to  yourfelves,  but  to  him  that  died  for  you  and 
rofe  again ;  rofe  again  to  plead  your  caufe,  and  pre- 
pare a  place  for  you  in  heaven,  the  region  of  immor- 
tal life  and  glory ! 

But  if  any  of  you  reftife  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
pofal,  or,  which  is  much  the  fame,  are  carelefs  and 
indifferent  about  giving  yourfelves  up  to  God,  not 
forming  any  expreis  determination  one  way  or  other, 
heaven  and  earth  will  bear  witnefs  againft  you,  that 
your  refufal  is  not  owing  to  your  not  knowing  God's 
claim  upon  you,  I  have  afferted  it  this  day,  in  the 
prefencc  of  God  and  his  people  ;  and  if  you  ftill  re- 
fufe  to  acknowledge  it,  I  denounce  unto  you  that  you 
fliall  furely  perifli,  fliall  perifli  by  the  hand  of  divine 
juftice  as  wilful  rebels  againft  the  higheft  authority, 
and  as  infolently  and  ungratefully  denying  the  Lord 
that  bought  them.  Think  on  your  dreadAil  doom,  and 
let  your  hearts  meditate  terror,  till  you  be  delivered 
from  it  by  a  voluntary  furrender  of  yourfelves  to 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  your  Redeemer,  And  now 
what  account  could  fuch  of  you  as  have  refufed  your 
compliance  give  of  the  tranfaftions  of  this  day,  even 
to  one  of  your  fellow-creatures  ?  Suppofe  one  ftiould 
alk  you  upon  your  return  home,  '  What  were  you 
doing  to-day  V  You  muft  anfwer, ''  I  was  engaged 
in  a  treaty  with  the  Proprietor  of  the  univerfe,  and 
the  Redeemer  that  bought  me  with  his  blood,  about 
becoming  his  fervant,  and  acknowledging  his  right 
in  me/' — '  Well,  and  what  was  the  iffue  ?  Certainly 
you  did  not  dare  to  refufe  ?  certainly  you  are  now 
the  willing  fervant  of  God/ — ^"  No,  I  refufed,  and  fo 
the  treaty  broke  up/* — O  thou  monfter  I  Could  you 
bear  the  dreadful  narrative  ?  Would  not  every  one 
that  heard  it  gaze  and  ftare  at  you  with  horror, 
and  alk  in  confternation,  *  Were  you  not  afraid  ? 
Had  you  no  regard  for  your  own  welfare  ?  Alas  ! 
what  will  you  do  with  yourfelf  now?  What  rock  or 
mountain  can  you  find  to  hide  your  devoted  head  ? 
How  will  you  anfwer  for  your  refufal  in  the  great 
and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  V  SERMON 


SERMON     XXXII. 


THE    CHRISTIAN    FEAST. 


I. Cor.  v.  8.  Therefore  let  us  keep  thefeajl^  not  ivifb 
old  leaven^  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wick- 
ednefs^  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  ofjincerity  and 
truth. 

AS  we  have  the  agreeable  profpeft  of  celebrating 
the  Lord*s  fupper  on  the  next  Lord's  day,  we 
cannot  fpend  this  day  to  better  purpofe  than  prepar- 
ing for  it.  And  no  preparative  can  be  of  more  im- 
portance than  a  right  knowledge  of  the  end  and  de- 
fign  of  that  folemn  ordinance,  and  the  qualifications 
neceffary  in  thofc  that  would  worthily  partake  of  it. 
To  this  I  would  devote  the  prefent  difcourfe :  and  fo 
important  a  defign  certainly  demands  the  attention 
of  all,  efpecially  of  fuch  of  you  as  intend  to  join  in 
the  participation  of  the  facred  fupper. 

Though  my  text  may  be  taken  in  a  larger  latitude, 
yet  it  is  juftly  fuppofed  to  have  a  particular  reference 
to  this  inftitution,  which  has  the  fame  place  under 
the  gofpel-difpenfation  which  the  paffover  had  under 
the  law.  St.  Paul  had  very  naturally  glided  into  the 
ftile  of  the  Jewifli  law  concerning  the  pafchal  fupper, 
in  the  direftions  he  had  given  concerning  a  fcanda- 
lous  member  of  the  Corinthian  church  :  and  he  car- 
ries on  the  metaphor  with  a  beautiful  uniformity, 
when  becomes  to  fpeak  of  the  gofpel-difpenfation, 
and  particularly  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  He  had  direft- 
ed  the  church  of  Corinth  to  caft  tlie  offender  out  of 
their  communion,  while  he  continued  impenitent, 
becaufe  if  they  ftiould  tolerate  fuch  a  corrupt  mem- 
ber among  them,  it  would  tend  to  corrupt  the  whole 
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fociety.  Wickedncfs  is  of  a  fpreading  infe6tious' 
nature,  and  the  indulgence  of  it  in  one  inftance  may 
cccafion  extenfive  miichief ;  for,  fays  he,  Know  ye  not 
that  leaven  ferments  and  diffiifes  itfclf,  till  at  length  it 
lias  leavened  the  whole  lump?  Juft  fo  one  corrupt 
member  in  a  church  may  fprcad  a  contagion  through 
the  whole.  Therefore  purge  out  the  old  leaven  ;  caft' 
out  this  fcandalous  offender,  and  labour  alfo  to  purge 
your  church  and  your  own  hearts  from  all  corrupti- 
on,that  ye  may  be  as  a  new,  folid,  and  pure  lump  ; 
for  ye  are  more  ftrongly  bound  to  keep  youfelvcs' 
morally  pure,  and  to  guard  your  church  againft  in- 
fe(5lion,  than  the  Jews  were  to  abftain  from  all  thingaf 
mixed  with  leaven  at  the  feaft  of  the  paffover ;  for 
though  that  feaft  is  no  more  to  be  obferved,  yet  that 
which  was  fignified  by  the  pafchal  lamb  is  now  come 
to  pafs  ;  Chriji  our  paffover  is  facrificedfor  t^j,  and  the 
ordinance  of  his  fupper  is  appointed  as  a  facred  feaft,  in 
commemoration  of  him,  and  our  deliverance  by  him, 
as  the  paffover  was  commemorative  of  the  deliverance* 
from  Egypt,  and  the  deftroying-angel.  And  this  is  a 
ftronger  reafon  for  the  more  purity  of  particular  per-' 
fons  and  congregations  under  the  gofpel,  than  there 
could  be  for  ceremonial  purity  under  the  law.  There* 
fore^  fays  he,  let  us  keep  this  evangelical  fcajl^  not  with  old 
leaven^  not  with  thofe  corrupt  difpoutions  which  we 
once  indulged,  and  which,  like  leaven,  foured  oui* 
nature,  and  fermented  through  our  frame  :  neither 
with  the  leaven  of  malice^  or  any  kind  ofwickednefs  ;  but 
renouncing  our  old  temper  and  practice,  and  with 
hearts  univerfally  fandified,  and  full  of  love  and  good 
will  to  all  manland,  let  us  religioufly  celebrate  this 
gofpel  feaft  with  thofe  difpofitions  which  were  fignified 
by  the  unleavened  bread,  n2Lmtly,Jincerity  and  truth. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  Jews,  when  the  paffover 
was  approaching, to  fearch  every  corner  of  their  houfes 
with  lighted  candles,  that  they  might  be  fure  there 
was  no  leaven  to  be  found  under  their  roofs.  The 
apoftle  probably  alludds  to  that  practice,  and  exhorts 
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chriitians  to  a  like  care  in  fearching  and  purging 
their  hearts,  and  the  churches  to  which  they  belongs 
that  they  may  be  pure,  and  fit  for  partaking  of  to 
holy  an  ordinance. 

My  defign  is  to  ihew  you  the  principal  ends  of  the 
inftitution  of  the  Lord's  fupper  ;  and  as  I  go  along, 
to  delineate  the  character  of  thofe  who  are  fit  to  attend 
upon  it ;  for  by  knowing  the  former,  we  may  eafily 
know  the  latter. 

The  Lord's  fupper  partakes  of  the  general  nature 
of  thofe  divine  inftitutions  which  are  called  facra- 
ments  :  in  this,  '  That  it  is  intended  to  reprefent 
things  fpiritual  by  material  emblems  or  figns  which 
afied  our  fenfes,  and  thereby  enlarge  our  ideas,  and 
imprefs  our  hearts  in  the  prefent  fl:ate  of  flefli  and 
blood.'  As  we  have  not  only  rational  minds,  but 
alfo  animal  bodies  endowed  with  fenfes,  God  has 
wifely  adapted  his  inftitutions  to  the  make  of  human 
nature,  and  called  in  the  affiftance  of  our  eyes  *  and 
our  ears  to  help  our  conceptions  of  divine  things,  and 
to  aflPcfl:  our  minds  with  them.  And  this  method  is 
agreeable  to  the  nature  of  makind  ;  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  ufe  it  in  every  age,  and  under  every  dif- 
penfation  of  religion.  The  tree  of  life  was  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  firft  covenant ;  a  fenfible  confirmation 
to  Adam  that  he  fliould  obtain  eternal  life  by  his 
obedience.  The  rainbow  was  appointed  as  a  confir- 
mation of  the  covenant  with  Noah,  that  the  world 
fliould  no  more  perifli  by  a  deluge  ;  and  we  have  not 
only  the  affurance  of  the  divine  promife,  but  we  may 
receive  the  confirmation  through  our  eyes  by  behold- 
ing that  illuftrious  fign  in  the  clouds.  Circumcifion 
and  the  paflbver  were  noted  facraments  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  under  the  Jewilh  difperifation  ;  and  Baptifm 
and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  appointed  in  their  room, 
and  anfwer  the  like  ends  under  the  gofpel.  In  all  thefe 
ordinances  God  confults  our  weaknefs,  and,  as  I  ob- 

ferved, 

♦  Segnlus  irritant  animos  demiffa  per  aurem, 
Quam  quae  funt  Qculis  fubje&a  ndelibus.  Ho  a. 
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ferved,  makes  our  bodily  fcnfcs  helpful  to  the  dcvo^ 
tions  of  our  minds.  Indeed  this  method  of  rcprc* 
fenting  and  confirming  things  by  fenfible  iigns  and 
fignificant  aftions  is  lo  natural  and  expreflivc,  that 
men  have  ufed  it  in  all  ages  in  their  tranfa Aions  with 
one  another.  It  was  remarkably  in  ufe  among  the 
antients  ;  and  it  is  not  quite  laid  afidc  in  our  age, 
which  does  not  abound  in  fuch  methods  of  rcprcfcnta* 
tion.  In  our  age  and  country  it  is  ufual  to  conlirm 
contrads  by  annexing  feals  to  an"  inftrumcnt  of  writ- 
ing ;  to  confirm  an  agreement  by  fliaking  hands  ;  to 
fignify  love  by  a  kifs,  and  complaifance  by  bowing  ) 
and  we  fometimes  give  fome  token  as  a  memorial  to 
a  parting  friend.  I  mention  thefe  low  and  familiar 
inftances  that  I  may,  if  poflible,  give  fomc  juft  idea$ 
of  a  facrament  to  the  meaneft  capacity.  It  partakes 
of  the  general  nature  of  thcfc  iignihcant  iigns  and 
actions,  and  is  intended,  like  them,  to  ftnke  our 
fenfes  ;  and  through  that  medium  to  inftnift  or  zffcd 
our  minds  :  and  fuch  a  fign,  fuch  a  feal,  fuch  a  iig^ 
nificant  acHon  is  the  Lord's  fupper  in  particular. 

Having  made  this  remark  upon  its  general  nature^ 
I  now  go  on  to  Ihew  the  particular  cnd&  of  its  infti- 
tution.     And, 

L  This  ordinance  was  intended  as  a  memorial  of 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift  for  his  people- 
That  this  is  its  immediate  and  principal  defign  we 
learn  from  the  words  of  the  bleiied  Jefus  at  its  firft 
inftitution,  Tbis  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  That  wc 
are  to  remember  him  particularly  and  principally  as 
fuffering  for  our  fins,  is  evident  from  his  words  in 
diftributing  the  dements,  ^fbis  is  my  body  which  is 
broken  for  you.  Were  a  moving  emphafis  is  laid  upon 
his  body^s  being  broken  ;  broken,  cntlhed,  and  mang« 
led  with  an  endlefs  variety  of  fufferings*  So  again> 
This  cup  is  the  New  Teflameni  in  my  bloody  which  is  fbed 
for  ycu.  Hence  it  is  evident  this  crdrnznce  was  ap 
{xnnted  as  a  memorial  of  a  fuffering  Savirnir  ;  and  it 
is  under  this  notion  that  wc  are  particnlariy  to  re- 
member 
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ipember  him.  We  are  to  Jhew forth  the  Lord's  deaths 
iays  the  apofile  ;  his  death,  which  was  the  confum* 
mation  of  his  fuflFerings,  ////  he  come  again  to  vifit  our 
world  in  a  very  different  and  glorious  manner. 

The  Lord's  fupper  in  this  view  is  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  token  of  love,  or  memorial  left  by  a  friend  at 
parting  among  his  friends,  that  whenever  they  fee  it 
they  may  remember  him.  Our  Lord  knew  we  Ihould 
be  very  apt  to  forget  him ;  and  therefore,  that  the 
memory  of  his  fuflferings  might  never  be  loft,  he  in- 
itituted  this  ordinance ;  and  by  the  humble  elements 
pf  bread  and  wine,  he  reprefents  himfelf  to  our  fenfes 
gs  broken  under  the  burden  of  his  fufFerings,  and 
ihedding  his  blood.  Corn,  out  of  which  bread  is 
made,  which  is  firft  threfhed,  then  ground  in  a  mill, 
then  baked  in  an  oven,  is  a  very  proper  emblem  to 
fignify  the  violences  which  our  Lord's  facred  body 
endured;  and  wine,  preffed  from  the  grape,  and 
poured  into  the  cup,  is  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of 
his  blood,  which  was  forced  from  him  by  the  crufhing 
weight  of  his  agonies.  Therefore  there  was  a  pecu- 
liar propriety  in  appointing  thefe  elements  to  be  the 
memorials  of  his  fuflferings. 

This  remembrance  of  a  fuflfering  Saviour  muft  be 
attended  with  fuitable  aflfeclions.  To  remember  him 
with  a  carelefs  indiflferency,  or  with  contempt,  is  the 
moft  ungrateful  infult.  Were  he  an  infignificant 
perfon,  in  whom  we  have  no  concern,  we  might  treat 
him  thus  ;  but  thus  to  treat  the  beloved  Son  of  God, 
and  our  only  Saviour,  thus  to  requite  all  his  love  and 
fuflferings  for  us,  what  can  be  more  Chocking  ?  What 
can  be  more  bafe  ingratitude  ?  We  Ihould  therefore 
remember  him  in  this  ordinance  with  a  penitent  fenfe 
of  our  fins,  which  were  the  caufes  of  his  death  ;  with 
an  ardent  love  and  gratitude  for  his  dying  love  to 
us  ;  with  an  humble  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
merit  of  his  death,  to  procure  us  acceptance  with 
God  ;  and  with  a  voluntary  dedication  of  ourfelves 
to  him  and  his  fervige  fgr  ever* 

And 
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And  hence  you  may  learn  the  charaftet  of  thofe 
who  are  prepared  to  communicate  in  this  feaft.  They, 
and  only  they,  are  prepared,  who  are  true  penitents, 
fully  convinced  of  their  fins,  and  deeply  fenfible  of 
their  malignity,  efpecially  as  the  caufes  of  his  death, 
and  thoroughly  determined  to  forfake  them ;  who 
are  lovers  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  and  feel  their  hearts 
fired  with  gratitude  to  him  for  all  his  love  ;  who  are 
fenfible  that  they  have  no  perfonal  righteoufne&,  and 
therefore  place  all  their  dependance  upon  his  only ; 
who  feel  his  love  conftraining  them,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  live  no  more  to  themf elves ^  but  to  him  that  died 
for  them^  and  rofe  again. 

Self-examination  is  a  neceflary  preparative  to  this 
ordinance.  Let  a  man  examine  him/elf ^  fays  the  apoftlc, 
and  fo  let  him  eat  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this  cup. 
Therefore,  my  brethren,  inquire  whether  this  be 
your  charader  ;  if  it  be  not,  you  have  no  right  to 
this  privilege.  It  is  a  fhocking  incongruity  to  pre- 
tend to  commemorate  the  death  of  Chrifl:  without 
love  to  him,  or  penitential  forrows  for  thofe  fins  for 
which  he  died.  Memorials  of  friendfliip  and  love- 
tokens  are  only  for  friends ;  and  when  others  ufc 
them,  it  is  mere  farce  and  hypocrify.  Therefore  till 
you  have  thefe  difpofitions,  do  not  adventure  to  come 
to  his  table. 

II.  The  Lord's  fupper  was  appointed  as  a  badge  of 
our  chrifl:ian  profeflion,  and  of  our  being  the  difaples 
of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Baptifm  is  appointed  for  our  initiation  into  the 
chriftian  church  at  our  firfl:  affuming  the  chriftiaOi 
profeffion  :  and  by  partaking  of  this  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  fupper,  we  declare  our  conftancy  in  that  pro- 
feflion, and  that  we  do  not  repent  of  our  choice,  nor 
defire  to  change  our  Mafter.  We  openly  profeis  that 
we  are  not  afliamed  of  the  crofs,  or  the  religion  of  the 
defpifed  Nazarene,  but  publicly  avow  our  relation 
to  him  before  the  world.  This  perhaps  may  be  in- 
tended by  that  cxpreflion  of  St.  Paul,  fhewing  forth 

the 
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the  Lord's  death.  We  fliew,  profefs,  and  publilh  to 
all  the  world  the  regard  we  have  even  to  his  igna- 
minious  death.  We  may  look  upon  this  ordinance 
as  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Jefus  Chrifi.  And  hence 
probably  it  was  firft  called  [Jacramentuni]  a  facrament ; 
which  properly  fignifies  an  oath,  *  and  particularly 
that  kind  of  oath  which  the  Roman  foldiers  took  to 
their  generals,  in  which  they  engaged  to  be  faithful 
to  their  leaders,  and  to  fight  for  their  country,  and 
never  defert  its  caufe. 

To  this  praftice  probably  St.  Auguftine,  about 
fourteen  hundred  years  ago,  refers,  as  well  known 
to  his  hearers,  when  he  addrefles  them  thus :  *  Ye 
know,  my  beloved,  that  the  foldiers  of  this  world, 
who  receivd  but  temporal  rewards  from  temporal 
mafters,  do  firft  bind  themfelves  by  military  facra- 
ments  or  oaths,  and  profefs  that  they  will  be  faith- 
ful to  their  commanders ;  how  much  more  then 
ought  the  foldiers  of  the  eternal  King,  who  fliall  re- 
ceive eternal  rewards,  to  bind  themfelves  with  the 
heavenly  facraments  or  oaths,  and  publicly  profefs 
their  fidelity  to  him  !'  f 

Now  if  we  receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fup^ 
per  in  this  view,  we  affume  a  badge  or  mark  of  dif- 
tinftion  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  openly  pro- 
fefs ourfelves  his  difciples.  We  take  a  folemn  oath 
of  allegiance  to  him,  and  fwear  that  we  will  be  his 
faithful  fervants  and  foldiers  to  the  end  of  life. 

This  fliews  the  peculiar  propriety  of  this  ordinance 
as  following  upon  baptifm,  efpecially  with  regard  to 
thofe  that  were  baptized  in  infancy,  as  we  have  ge- 
nerally 

♦  So  Horace  ufes  it : 

Non  ego  perfidum 

Dixi  Sacramentum, 
+  Notum  eft,  Dileftlflimi,  charitati  veftrae  quod  milites  feculi 
beneficia  temporalia  a  temporalibus  Dominis  accepturi,  prius 
Sacramentis  militaribus  obligantur,  &  Dominis  fuis  fidem  fe 
lervaturos  profitentur  :  quanto  magis  ergo  asterno  Regi  milita- 
turi,  &  astema  pracmia  percepturi,  debent  Sacramentis  coelefti- 
bus  obligari,  &  fidexn  per  quam  ei  placituri  funt,  publicc  pro- 
fited ?  August,  Opcr.  Tom.  x.  p.  984. 
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nerally  been.  In  baptiijn  our  parents  offered  us  up 
to  God  as  his  iervants,  and  members  pf  the  chriftiani 
church,  before  we  were  capable  of  perfonal  choice, 
or  doing  any  thing  for  ourfelves ;  and  when  we  ar-' 
rive  to  years  of  difcretion,  it  is  expelled  we  fhould 
approve  of  what  they  did  by  our  own  perfonal  a6):. 
Now  the  Lord's  fupper  is  an  inftitution  in  which  we 
may  make  their  a£t  our  own,  and  acknowledge  that 
we  may  {land  to  the  contract  they  made  for  us*  AvA 
as  often  as  we  partake  of  it,  fo  often  we  make  this 
profeffion.  And  hence  by  the  way,  you  may  fee  that 
fuch  who  negleA  this  ordinance  when  they  are  erown 
up  to  a  capacity  of  a^ng  for  themfelves,  do  virtual- 
ly renounce  their  baptifm  and  difown  the  ad  of  their 
parents  in  devoting  them  to  God.  Their  parents  were 
to  aft  for  them  no  longer  than  while  they  were  inca- 
pable to  ad  for  themfelves }  and  now  when  they  are 
arrived  at  that  age,  and  refufe  to  confirm  the  iSt  of- 
their  parents,  they  pradically  difown  it,  and  wilfully 
make  heathens  of  themfelves :  and  confequently  they 
proclaim  themfelves  rebels  againft  Chrift ;  for  what  but 
rebels  are  we  to  account  fiich  who  refufe  the  oath  of 
allegiance  when  tendered  to  them,  and  that  over  and 
over  ? 

From  hence  you  may  learn  another  qualification 
of  an  acceptable  communicant,  namely,  an  hearty 
willingnefs  to  renounce  his  lufts  and  pleafures,  and 
every  fin,  and  to  become  univerfally  and  eternally 
the  devoted  fervant  and  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrifl:.  Here 
again  examine  yourfelves  whether  you  have  this  qua- 
lification. 

in.  We  may  confider  this  ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
fupper  as  a  fed  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  both  upon 
God's  part  and  upon  ours. 

Every  facramental  inflitution  feems  to  partake  of 
the  general  nature  of  a  feal ;  that  is,  it  is  a  fcnfible 
fign  for  the  confirmation  of  a  covenant  or  contract* 
This  St.  Paul  exprefly  aflerts  with  regard  to  circum- 
cifion,  when  he  fays,  that  Abraham  received  the  fy^n  of 

circmicifuJv^ 
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drcumcyim^a  fealcftberi^teoufnefsoffaitBi  Rom.  iv. 
jfi.  And  Ghrift  afferts  the  fame  thing  concerning  the 
ordinance  now  under  confideratioh  :  This  cup,  fays 
he,  is  the  New  Tejlament^ or  covenant  in  my  blood  ;  that* 
is,  it  is  a  ratifying  fign  or  feal  of  the  covenant  of 
graccj  which  is  founded  in  my  blood. 

That  you  may  rightly  underftand  this^  you  muft 
obferve  that  God  has  caft  his  difpenfation  towards 
our  guilty  world  inta  the  form  of  a  covenant,  or 
contraft,  in  which  Grod  and  man  are  the  parties,  and 
Ghrift  is  the  Mediator  between  them.  The  tenor  of 
the  covenant  on  God's  part  is  to  this  purpofe, '  That 
he  will  gracioufly  beftow  for  the  fake  of  Ghrift,  par- 
don of  fin,  eternal  life,  and  all  the  bleffings  of  his 
purchafe,  upon  all  fuch  finners-  of  the  race  of  man  as 
cdmply  with  the  terms  on  which  thefe  bleffings  are 
offered.'  The  tenor  or  terms  upon  our  part  are  tol 
this  purpofe,  '  That  we  receive  and  fubmit  to  the- 
Lord  Jefus  as  our  only  Saviour  and  Lord ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  we  believe  in  him  with  all  our 
hearts,  and  repent  of  our  fins,  and  devote  ourfelves 
to  his  fervice/  This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  happy 
contraft  ;  and  of  this  the  Lord*s  fupper  is  a  feal,  as 
to  both  parties. 

On  God*s  part  this  covenant  can  receive  no  intrin- 
fic  confirmation.  He  has  plainly  declared  it  in  his 
word ;  and  no  oaths  or  confirming  figns  can  add  any 
intrinfic  certainty  to  his  declaration.  We  fay,  an  ho- 
neft  man's  word  is  as  good  as  his  oath,  or  bond  and 
feal :'  and  furely  we  may  apply  this  in  the  higheft 
fenfe  to  the  declarations  of  eternal  truth.  But,  though 
this  covenant  cannot  be  made  more  certain  in  itfelf 
on  God's  part,  yet  the  evidence  of  its  certainty  may 
be  made  more  fenfible  andaffeftingto  poor  creatures 
that  are  fo  flow  of  heart  to  believe.  And  hence  God 
has  been  pleafed,  in  condefcenfion  to  our  weaknefs, 
to  confirm  it  with  the  moft  folemn  oaths  and  facra- 
mental  figns.  This  inftitution,  in  particular,  is  a  ftand- 
ing  evidence,  ob\dous  to  our  fenfes,  in  all  the  ages  of 

the 
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the  chriftian  church,  that  he  is  unchangeably  willing 
to  ftand  to  the  articles  on  his  part ;  that  he  is  as  rea- 
dy to  give  his  Son  and  all  his  bleffings  to  fuch  as  be- 
lieve, as  he  is  to  give  bread  and  wine  as  figns  and 
feals  of  them. 

As  to  our  part,  in  receiving  thefe  elements,  we  fig- 
nify  our.hearty  confent  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
as  it  were,  fet  our  feal  to  it  to  confirm  it.  The  lan- 
guage of  that  fpeaking  aftion  is  to  this  purpofe  ;  '  I 
cordially  agree  to  the  plan  of  falvation  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift  revealed  in  the  gofpel ;  and  in  token  there- 
of I  hereto  affix  my  feal.  As  I  take  this  bread  and 
wane  before  many  witneffes,  fo  I  openly  and  avow- 
edly take  and  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  as  my  only  Sa- 
viour and  Lord,  and  the  food  and  life  of  my  foul :  I 
cheerfully  receive  the  offer  of  falvation  according  to 
the  terms  propofed  in  the  gofpel ;  of  which  let  this 
bread  and  wine  given  and  received  be  a  token,  or 
pledge,  and  feal.' 

This,  my  brethren,  is  the  meaning  of  this  folemn 
action.  Anid  hence  you  may  know  whether  you  are 
qualified  to  join  in  it.  If  you  have  not  heartily  con- 
fented  to  the  contract,  it  is  the  greatefl:  abfurdity  and 
diffimulation  to  fet  your  feal  to  it.  What !  will  you, 
as  it  were,  annex  your  hand  and  feal  to  a  bargain 
that  you  do  not  agree  to  ?  Can  you  dare  thus  to  be 
trifling  with  an  heart-fcarching,  all-knowing  God  ? 
But,  if  divine  grace  has  powerfully  engaged  your 
hearts  to  confent  to  this  agreement,  come  with  hum- 
ble boldnefs,  and  atteft  and  feal  it  before  men  and 
angels.  And  remember,  for  your  comfort,  that  on 
God's  part  it  always  fl:ands  firm  and  unalterable.  You 
have  his  word,  his  hand-writing,  his  oath,  his  feal,  to 
confirm  your  faith  ;  and  what  can  you  delirc  more 
to  give  you  ftrong  confolation  ! 

I V^.  This  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr  was  in- 
tended for  the  faints  to  hold  communion  together. 

By  the  Communion  of  Saints,  I  mean  th:it  mutual 
love  and  charity,  that  reciprocal  acknowledgment  of 

Vol.  II.  N  n  each 
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each  other,  that  brotherly  intercourfe  and  fellowfliip, 
which  fhould  be  cultivated  among  them  as  children 
of  the  fame  Father,  in  the  fame  family,  and  as  mem- 
bers of  the  fame  fociety,  or  myftical  body.  This  is  a 
thing  of  fo  much  importance,  that  it  is  an  article  of 
the  common  Creed  of  the  Chriftian  church. 

Our  fitting  down  at  the  fame  table,  partaking  of 
the  fame  elements,  and  commemorating  the  lame 
Lord,  are  very  expreflive  of  this  communion,  and 
have  a  natural  tendency  to  cultivate  and  cherifli  it. 
In  fuch  a  pofture  we  look  like  children  of  one  family, 
fed  at  the  fame  table  upon  the  fame  fpiritual  provifi- 
ons.  It  is  a  fignificant  expreflion,  that  we  are  one  in 
heart  and  afFeftion  ;  that  we  have  one  hope  of  our 
calling,  one  faith,  one  baptifm,  one  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
one  God  and  Father  of  all ;  and  that  we  acknow- 
ledge one  another  as  brethren  arid  fellow-chriftians.* 

Hence  tliis  ordinance  has  been  frequently  and  juft- 
ly  called  the  communion.  And  St.  Paul  affures  us 
it  deferves  the  name;  i  Cor.  x.  16,  17.  The  cup 
^fbleffing  which  we  blefs^  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
blood  of  Chrijl  ?  that  is,  Is  it  not  a  token  and  pledge  of 
our  joint  fliare  and  communion  in  the  bleffings  pur- 
chafed  by  his  blood  ?  The  bread  which  we  breaks  is  it  not 
the  communion  of  the  body  of  Chriji  ?  that  is,  Is  it  not  a 
fign  of  our  common  right  to  the  happy  efFefts  of  the 
fufFerings  of  his  body  ?  For^  fays  he,  we  being  many^ 
are  one  breads  and  one  body  ;  for  we  are  all  partakers  of 
that  one  bread :  that  is,  '  As  many  grains  make  but 
'  one  loaf  of  bread,  and  as  many  members  make  but 
'  one  body,  fo  we,  being  many,  are,  as  it  were,  but 
^  one  bread,  and  one  facred  body  politic,  of  which 
'  Chrift  is  the  head  ;  and  our  partaking  together  of 
*  one  bread  in  the  Lord's  Supper,  is  a  fign  and  pledge 
^  of  this  union.*     This  appears  ftill  clearer  from  the 

defign 

♦  The  agapai,  or  Love-feasts,  among  the  primitive  chrif- 
tians.  were  intended  ftill  farther  to  exprefs  this  brotherly  love 
and  communion  ;  but  as  the  pra6lice  was  at  length  abufed,  it 
was  laid  afide. 
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defignofthe  apoftle  in  thefe  verfes,  v/hich  was  to 
caution  the  Corinthians  againft  partaking  with  hea- 
thens in  thofe  religious  feafts,  which  they  were  wont 
to  celebrate  in  the  temples  of  their  idols,  after  they 
had  offered  their  facrifice.  This  he  reprefents  as  ido- 
latrous. My  dearly  beloved^  fays  \\q^  Jlee  from  idolatry,. 
ver.  14.  And  then,  to  convince  them  that  in  com- 
municating with  idolaters  in  thefe  feafts  they  really 
joined  with  them  in  their  idolatry,  he  argues  from 
the  nature  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is  alfo  a  feaft 
upon  facrifice.  The  cup  ofbleffing  which  we  hlcfs^  is  it 
not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Chrifi  ?  So  by  joining 
with  idolaters  in  thefe  religious  entertainments,  we 
hold  coipmunion  with  them  in  their  idolatry.  He 
illuftrates  the  fame  thing  from  the  feafts  upon  facri- 
fice among  the  Jews,  vcr.  1 8. 

Hence  you  may  learn  another  qualification  for  this 
ordinance,  namely,  love  and  charity  to  all  mankind^ 
and  efpecially  to  our  fellow-communicants.  To 
iit  down  at  this  feaft  of  love  with  an  heart  poffeffed 
with  angry  and  malicious  paffions,  is  certainly  an  ag- 
gravated wickednefs.  To  thefe  we  may  accommodate 
the  words  of  Chrift,  though  fpoken  before  the  infti- 
tution  of  this  ordinance.  If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the 
altar ^  and  there  remembereft  that  thy  brother  hath  ought 
againjl  thee^  leave  thy  gift  before  the  altar ^  and  go  thy 
ways  ;  firji  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother^  and  then  come 
and  offer  thy  gift.     Matt.  v.  23,  24. 

Hence  alfo  you  may  learn  that  none  but  fuch  as 
make  a  credible  profeflion  of  the  chriftian  religion 
have  a  right  to  this  ordinance.  If  it  be  a  fign  of  the 
communion  of  faints,  and  if  we  fliould  love  our  fel- 
low-communicants as  faints,  then  it  follows  that  they 
ftiould  give  us  fome  ground  for  this  charity,  and 
that  they  fliould,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  be  real 
faints  or  true  chriftians.  Their  being  fuch  in  reality 
.is  neceffary  to  give  them  a  right  in  the  fight  of  God ; 
and  their  appearing  fuch,  in  a  judgment  of  charity, 
is  neceffary  to  give  them  a  right  in  the  fight  of  the 

vifible 
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vifible  church,  which  can  only  judge  of  an  outward 
vifi:  Je  profeffion  ;  therefore  fucn  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted, however  ftrcnuoufly  they  infift  that  they  are 
chriitians,  whofe  grofs  ignorance,  or  wrong  notions, 
of  religion,  or  w^hofe  immoral  and  irreligious  practi- 
ces leave  no  ground  for  a  rational  charity  to  hope 
that  they  are  true  chriftians.  How  can  we  cultivate 
the  communion  of  faints  with  fuch  who  do  not  fo 
much  as  appear  to  be  faints  ?  To  have  been  baptized,, 
to  call  themfelves  chriftians,  and  to  attend  upon  the 
worlhip  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  the  like,  is  far 
from  being  fufEcient  to  conftitute  a  credible  profeffi- 
on ;  for  all  this  a  man  may  do,  and  yet  be  farther 
from  pradical  chriftianity  than  an  heathen.  But  a 
man  muft  profefs  and  aft  habitually  in  fome  meafure 
as  a  chriftian,  before  he  can  juftly  be  looked  upon  as 
a  chriftian.  Alas  !  the  numbers  of  chriftians  in  our 
land  are  generally  of  a  very  different  charafter  ! 
They  may  call  themfelves  chriftians,  as  you  or  I  may 
call  ourfelves  kings  or  lords  ;  but  the  profeffion  is  ri- 
diculous ;  and  that  charity  is  under  no  rational  of 
fcriptural  limitations  that  can  communicate  with 
them  as  fellow-chriftians. 

V.  In  this  ordinance  God  maintains  communion 
with  his  people,  and  they  with  him. 

This  is  a  communion  of  a  more  divine  and  exalted 
kind  than  the  former ;  and  it  is  often  mentioned  in 
fcripture  as  the  privilege  of  the  people  of  God.  Our 
fcllowjhip^  fays  St.  John,  is  with  the  Father^  and  with  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrijl.  i  John  i.  3.  The  communion  of  the 
Holy  Ghojl  is  a  part  of  the  apoftolical  benedidion, 
which  we  alfo  ufe  at  the  clofe  of  our  religious  aflem- 
blies. 

This  communion  confifts  partly  in  that  intercourfc 
which  is  carried  on  between  God  and  his  people,  part- 
ly in  the  community  of  property,  and  partly  in  the 
interchange  of  property.  There  is  a  fpiritual  inter- 
courfe  carried  on  between  Lim  and  them.  He  com- 
municates his  love  and  the  influences  of  his  fpirit  to 

them  } 
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them ;  and  they  pour  out  their  hearts,  their  defires;- 
and  prayers  before  him.  He  draws  neiar  ta  them, 
and  revives  their  fouls  ;  and  they  draw  near  to  him^ 
and  converfe  with  him  in  prayer,  and  in  other  ordi^ 
nances  of  his  worfliip.  Hence  he  is  faid  to  dwell  in 
them,  and  to  walk  in  them  ;  2  Cor.  vi.  1 6.  And  our 
bodies  are  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Gho/i^  in  which  he  re" 
fides.  I  Cor.  vi.  19.  Chrift  fpeaks  of  this  mutual 
intercourfe  in  the  ftrongeft  terms ;  If  a  man  love  me^ 
my  Father  will  love  him,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  and  make  our  abode  with  him.  John  xiv.  23.  There 
is  alfo  a  kind  of  community  of  goods  between  Chrift 
and  his  people.  They  are  children  of  the  fame  Fa- 
ther, and  he  is  not  afliamed  to  call  them  brethren  ; 
they  are  joint  heirs  of  the  fame  inheritance-  They 
have  a  fellowfliipin  his  fuflFerings,  Phil.  iii.  10.  and 
are  fliarers  in  the  glory  and  blifs  of  his  refurreftion 
and  exaltation.  The  relation  between  them  is  often 
reprefented  by  that  between  hufband  and  wife,  be- 
tween whom  all  things  are  common.  Hence  the  apof- 
tle  argues,  that  if  we  are  ChrifVs,  then  all  things  are  ours. 
I  Cor.  iii.  21.  ad  fin.  There  is  alfo  an  happy  inter* 
change  of  property  between  Chrift  and  his  people ; 
happy  for  them,  though  it  was  terrible  to  him.  He 
took  their  fin  upon  him,  and  they  have  his  righte- 
oufnefe  in  exchange.  He  endured  the  death  they  had 
incurred,  and  they  enjoy  the  life  he  obtained.  He 
affumed  the  curfe  due  to  them,  and  they  have  the 
bleffing  transferred  to  them  which  was  due  to  him. 
Here  again  the  conjugal  relation  may  be  a  proper  il- 
luftration.  As  the  wife  is  entitled  to  the  inheritance 
of  her  hufband,  and  he  is  anfwerable  for  her  debts 
and  obligations,  fo  Chrift  made  himfelf  anfwerable 
in  behalf  of  his  people,  for  all  their  debts  to  the  law 
and  juftice  of  God  ;  and  they  are  entitled  to  all  the 
l)leffings  he  has  purchafed.  O  what  a  gracious  and 
advantageous  exchange  is  this  for  us ! 

Now  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  very  proper  emblem 
of  this  communion,  and  a  fuitable  mean  to  cultivate 

it. 
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it.*  It  Is  the  place  where  Chrift  and  his  people  meet, 
aiid  have  their  interviews.  He,  the  great  Mailer  of 
the  feaft,  feeds  them  at  his  own  table,  upon  his  own 
provifions,  in  his  own  houfe,  and  they  eat  and  drink, 
as  it  were,  in  company  with  him ;  and  thus  it  is  a 
focial  entertainment  between  them.  There  he  favours 
them  with  his  fpiritual  prefence,  and  gives  them  ac- 
cefs  to  him  ;  aijd  they  draw  near  to  him  with  hum- 
ble boldnefs,  and  enjoy  a  full  liberty  of  fpeech  and 
converfation  with  him.  There,  under  the  elements 
of  bread  and  wine,  he  makes  over  to  them  his  body 
and  blood,  and  all  the  bleffings  purchafed  by  his  fuf- 
ferings  ;  and  they  receive  them  with  eager  defire  : 
they  caft  their  guilt  and  unwOrthinefe  upon  him,  and 
give  themfelves  to  him,  in  return  for  his  richer  gifts 
to  them.  There  they  put  in  their  humble  claim  as 
fellow-heirs  with  him,  and  he  gracioufly  acknow- 
ledges their  title  good.  There  is  a  folemn  exchange 
made  between  them  of  guilt  for  righteoufnefs,  of  mi- 
fery  for  happinefs,  of  the  curfe  for  a  blefling,  of  life 
for  death.  Chrift  takes  the  evils  upon  himfelf,  and 
they  caft  them  ofFthemfelves  upon  him ;  and  he  makes 
over  the  bleffings  to  them,  and  they  humbly  receive 
them  by  faith.  And  of  all  this,  his  appointing  and 
their  receiving  this  ordinance,  and,  as  it  were,  fitting 
down  together  at  one  table,  like  hulband  and  wife, 
or  parent  and  children,  is  a  very  proper  emblem  and 
reprefentation.  And  I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  you 
upon  fuch  occalions  have  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of 
communion  with  him,  which  gives  you  an  high  ef- 

teem 

*  The  apoftle  illuflrates  this  point  in  i  Cor.  x.  where  he 
cautions  the  Corinthians  again  ft  joining  with  idolaters  in  their 
religious  feflivals,  becaufc  they  could  not  do  it  without  holding 
communion  with  thofe  daemons  in  honour  of  whom  they  were 
celebrated.  His  argument  is  to  this  purpofe  :  ^  That  as  in  the 
Lord's  fupper  we  hold  a  communion  with  Chrift,  and  as  the 
Jews  in  their  facrcd  feafts  communicated  with  God  at  his  altar, 
To  in  thefe  idolatrous  feafts  they  held  a  religious  communion 
with  the  idol.'  And  this  fuppofes  that  in  the  Lord's  fupper  we 
really  have  communion  with  Chrift,     Sec  ver.  20,  21, 
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teem  for  this  facred  feaft,  and  clearer  ideas  of  its  de- 
fign  than  is  in  the  power  of  any  language  to  afford. 

Here  again  you  may  learn  one  important  prepara- 
tive for  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  and 
that  is,  reconciliation  to  God,  and  a  delight  in  com- 
munion with  him.  You  cannot  walk  together,  or 
maintain  fellowfliip  with  him,  till  you  are  agreed, 
and  take  pleafure  in  his  fociety ;  therefore  carefully 
inquire  into  this  point. 

Having  thus  Ihewn  you  the  principal  ends  of  this 
inftitution,  and  the  qualifications  neceffary  in  thofe 
that  would  partake  of  it,  I  Ihall  fubjoin  this  one  gene- 
ral remark, '  That  it  is  evident  from  all  that  has  been 

*  faid,  that  perfons  who  live  vicious  and  irreligious 

*  lives,  whatever  their  profeflion  be,  have  no  right 

*  to  this  ordinance,  and  fliould  not  be  admitted  to 

*  it  by  the  ofloicers  of  the  church,  till  they  profefs 

*  their  repentance  and  reformation.'  When  we  ex- 
clude fuch,  we  are  not  taking  too  much  upon  us,  nor 
pretending  to  judge  of  what  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  ;  but  we  only  exercife  that  power  which  is  in- 
herent in  every  fociety,  and  with  which  Chrift  has 
exprefsly  invefted  his  church.  Every  fociety  has  a 
power  to  exclude  thofe  from  its  peculiar  privileges, 
who  violate  the  effential  and  fundamental  laws  of  its 
conftitution.  And  no  law  can  be  fo  effential  to  any 
conftitution,  as  a  life  of  holinefs  is  to  the  character 
of  a  chriftian,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  chriftian 
church.  It  is  no  matter  what  perfons  profefs  with 
their  lips,  it  is  the  life  that  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
decifive  evidence.  What  would  it  fignify  for  a  man 
to  infift  upon  it  that  he  was  honeft,  if  he  perfifted  in 
theft  and  robbery ;  or  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance, 
when  his  conduft  was  a  courfe  of  rebellion  againft 
his  fovereign  ?  And  equally  infignificant  and  abfurd 
is  a  profeflion  of  chriftianity  without  a  correfpond- 
ent  praftice.  If  we  confider  the  defign  and  end  of 
this  ordinance,  we  cannot  but  fee  that  fuch  perfons 
cut  themfelves  off  from  all  right  to  it.  ^   Is  it  fit  tliat 

a  drunkard. 
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a  dninkaj^d,  a  fwearer,  or  any  profane  firiner  fliould 
•commemorate  the  death  of  the  holy  Jefus  while  he 
has  no  love  to  him,  but  is  determined  to  go  on  in  fin  ? 
Should  they  wear  the  badge  of  Chrift's  difciples, 
whofe  lives  proclaim  them  his  enemies  ?  Should  they 
affix  their  feals  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  who  have 
never  confented  to  it,  but  are  grofsly  violating  it  by 
their  praftice  ?  Should  they  hold  communion  with 
Chrift  and  his  people,  who  have  fellowfhip  with  the 
•unfruitful  works  of  darknefs  ?  Hear  the  apoftle  upon 
this  head  :  Te  cannot  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord  and  the 
'tup  of  devils  :  ye  cannot  be  partakers  of  the  Lord*s  table ^ 
and  of  the  table  of  devils^  \  Cor.  x.  21.  the  thing  is  ab- 
furd  and  imprafticable.  For  what  fellowfhip  hath  righ- 
teoufnefs  with  unrightcoufnefs  ?  or  what  communion  hath 
light  with  darknefs  ?  or  what  concord  hath  Chrift  with 
Belial  ?  or  what  part  hath  he  that  bcUeveth  with  an  in^ 
fidel  ?    Wherefore^  come  out  from  among  them^  and  be  ye 
feparate^  faith  the  Lord^  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing. 
'2  Cor.  vi.  14 — 17.    As  to  public  offences,  the  apoftle 
gives  this  direction  to  Timothy ,which  is  binding  up- 
on all  the  minifters  of  Chrift  :  Them  that  Jin,  that  is, 
that  fin  publicly,  rebuke  before  all,  that  others  alfo  may 
fear,  i  Tim.  v.  20.     To  the  fame  purpofe  he  fpeaks 
to  Titus  ;  a  7nan  that  is  an  heretic,  after  thefirji  and 
fecond  admonition,  reje£l.  Tit.  iii.  10.  or  caft  out  of  the 
church.  This  indeed  is  immediately  intended  of  fun- 
damental errors  in  principle,  but  it  may  undoubtedly 
be  applied  to  vicious  practices ;  for,  as  Archbifliop 
Tillotfon  juftly  obferves,  '  The  worft  of  herefies  is 
a  bad  life.'  As  to  private  offences  againft  a  particular 
perfon,  in  which  the  church,  as  fuch,  is  not  concern- 
ed, private  meafures  are  to  be  taken  to  bring  the  of- 
fender to  repentance,  till  they  are  found  to  be  in  vain, 
and  then  the  church  is  to  be  apprized  of  it ;  and  if 
he  pay  no  regard  to  that  authority,  he  is  to  be  exclu- 
ded from  the  fociety.    This  is  according  to  Chrift's 
exprefs  direftion,  in  Matt,  xviii.  15,  &c.      ^fihy  bro- 
ther trefpafs  againji  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between 

thee 
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thee  and  him  alone  :  ifhejhall  hear  thee^  thou  haji  gain-- 
ed  thy  brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee^  then  take 
with  thee  one  or  two  more  ;  and  if  he  negled  to  hear  themj 
tell  it  unto  the  church  ;  but  if  he  negled  to  hear  the  churchy 
let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen-man  and  a  publican. 
There  is  nothing  more  plain  in  fcripture  than  that 
fcandalous  members  fhould  be  caft  out  of  the  church; 
and  an  exceflive  indulgence  is  moft  feverely  cenfured- 
St.  Paul  orders  Timothy  to  turn  away  from  fuch  as 
have  the  form  of  godlinefs,  but  deny  the  power  thereof 
1  Tim.  iii,  5.  He  lays  the  weight  of  his  apoftolic  au- 
thority upon  the  chriftian  church  in  this  cafe.  We 
command  you^  brethren^  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefusj 
that  ye  withdraw  yourfelves  from  every  brother  that  walk- 
£th  diforderly^  and  not  after  the  tradition  which  ye  r^- 
ceived  of  us.  2  Theff.  iii.  6.  The  churches  of  Perga- 
mos  and  Thyatira  are  feverely  threatened  by  Chrift 
himfelf,  for  tolerating  the  corrupt  fed  of  the  Nicolai- 
tans,  and  the  followers  of  Baalam's  and  Jezebel's  pro- 
fane and  loofe  praftices,  and  not  calling  them  out  of 
their  communion.  Rev.  ii.  14,  &c.  And  the  church, 
of  Ephefus  is  commended  for  her  ftrift  difcipline,  and 
that  Jhe  could  not  bear  them  that  were  evil,  and  had  tried 
pretended  apojiles,  difcovered  and  rejefted  them  as  im- 
poftors.  But  I  need  go  no  farther  than  the  chapter 
where  my  text  lies  for  abundant  evidence  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  this  holy  difcipline.  Here  St.  Paul  warmly 
rebukes  the  Corinthian  church  for  allowing  a  fcanda- 
lous member  to  continue  in  communion  with  them ; 
and  folemnly  charges  them  to  caft  him  out  from  the 
church  into  the  wide  world,  the  territories  of  Satan, 
who  is  called  the  god  of  this  world.  And  this  he 
ftrongly  defcribes,  in  order  to  ftrike  terror  into  the 
offender,  as  a  delivering  him  over  to  Satan.  He  ur- 
ges this  wholefome  fe verity  as  a  proper  expedient  to 
bring  the  offender  himfelf  to  repentance,  and  efpeci-^ 
^ally  to  keep  their  church  pure.  Know  ye  not  that  a  little 
leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump  ?  And  juft  fo  the  indul- 
gence of  one  corrupt  member  may  in  time  corrupt 
Vol.  1L  O  o  the 
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the  whole  fociety*  It  was  by  the  remarkable  ftrift- 
neis  of  their  difdpline  that  the  primitive  church  kept 
itfelf  from  corruption  in  the  midft  of  heathens  and 
idolaters.  And  it  is  the  want  of  this  that  has  fo 
fcandaloufly  corrupted  the  generality  of  our  modem 
churches,  whofe  menjbers  are  very  often  the  r.eproach 
of  that  religion  which  they  profeis.  Let  not  us  imi- 
tate them,  but  pity  and  pray  for  them,  left  we  be- 
come a  mere  mafs  of  corruption,  like  them.  The 
apoftle  forbids  not  only  all  religious  communion,  but 
all  unneceffary  familiarity  with  fuch  fcandalous  pro- 
feflbrs  }  and  intimates,  tha,t  we  fhould  be  more  fhy 
of  them  than  of  fuch  as  make  no  pretenfions  to  reli- 
gion at  all.  /  wrote  to  you^  fays  he,  not  to  keep  company 
with  fornicators :  yet  not  altogether  with  the  fornicators 
rfthis  world :  that  is,  *  I  dp  not  mesm  that  you  ihould 
break  off  all  intercourfe  with  the  fornicators  of  this 
world,  who  are  profefledly  of  the  world,  and  make 
no  pretenfions  to  chriftianity ;  or  with  the  covetous, 
or  extortioners,  or  idolaters ;  for  then  muft  ye  needs 
go  out  of  the  world  •/  all  places  are  fo  full  of  fuch  pro- 
fligate finners,  that  you  cannot  avoid  them  without 
leaving  human  fociety  altogether.  But  now  I  have 
written  unto  you^  fays  he,  not  to  keep  company^  if^^^y  one 
that  is  called  a  brother^  a  chriftian  brother  by  profef- 
fion,  here  lies  the  emphafis,  if  any  one  that  is  called  a 
brother  be  a  fornicator^  or  covetous^  or  an  idolater^  or  a 
railer^  or  a  drunkard^  or  an  extortioner ^  not  to  keep  com'- 
pany  with  fuch  a  onCj  no  not  to  eat.  i  Cor.  v.  ver.  lo, 
1 1.  Cultivate  no  unneceflary  familiarity  with  fuch 
a  one  :  do  not  make  a  choice  of  him  as  your  gueft  or 
companion  at  your  common  meals,  much  lefs  in  the 
facred  feaft  of  the  Lord's  fupper. 

You  fee,  my  brethren,  we  are  not  at  liberty  in  this 
cafe  ;  we  are  tied  down  by  the  divine  authority  to 
the  faithful  exercife  of  difcipline.  And  though  no- 
thing can  be  more  difagreeable  to  us  than  to  touch 
the  fores  of  mankind,  yet  wie  cannot  difpenfe  with 
our  duty  in  this  refped.    If  we  make  a  compliment 

of 
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of  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  it  is  at  our  peril.  It  is 
therefore  the  moft  unreafonable  and  abfurd  thing  for 
perfons  by  their  offences  to  conftrain  the  officers  of 
the  church  to  animadvert  upon  them,  and  then  to 
take  it  ill  that  they  faithfully  do  their  duty.  All  that 
is  required  of  them  is  a  profeffion  of  deep  repentance 
for  their  mifconduft,  and  a  promife  of  reformation 
for  the  future.  And  is  this  too  much  to  do  to  repair 
the  injury  they  have  done  to  religion,  to  fatisfy  the 
fociety  to  which  they  belong,  and  reftore  themfelves 
into  the  charity  of  their  brethren,  whofe  hearts  are 
fo  grieved  by  their  conduft  ?  Or  are  they  indeed  de« 
termined  not  to  repent  and  reform,  but  go  on  in 
their  wicked  courfes  f  Then  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  peculiar  privileges  of  the  Chrillian  church-, 
and  therefore  fliould  not  claim  them.  It  is  in  vain 
here  to  objed,  '  That  none  can  forgive  fins  but  God, 
and  therefore  they  will  not  confefe  them  to  man.* 
For,  as  I  told  you,  every  member  of  the  Chriftian. 
church  ought  to  give  his  fellow-members  fome  evi- 
dence that  he  is  indeed  one  of  their  body,  and  wor- 
thy of  their  charity.  But  what  evidence  can  they 
have  of  this,  if  when  he  falls  into  fome  fcandalous  fin 
inconfiftent  with  his  profeffion,  he  does  not  fo  much 
as  profefs  his  repentance  ?  It  is  only  God  that  can 
pardon  the  fin,  as  it  is  done  againft  him ;  but  the 
church  is  alfo  offended,  and  every  fociety  as  well  as 
particular  perfon  who  is  offended,  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand fatisfaftion.  Hence  we  are  commanded  to  eon- 
fefs  our  faults  to  one  another^  James  v.  16.  and  that  is  a 
proud,  impenitent  creature  indeed,  unworthy  of  a 
place  among  Chriftians,  who  thinks  it  a  mighty  thing 
to  make  this  fmall  fatisfaftion.  The  inceftuous  Co- 
rinthian was  brought  to  repentance  by  the  whole- 
fome  feverities  ufed  with  him.  And  upon  this,  the 
apoftle,  in  his  fecond  epiftle,  advifes  them  to  forgive 
him  (which  implies,  that  in  fome  fenfe  the  offence 
was  againft  the  church ;  and,  in  that  fenfe,  that  they 
had  power  to  forgive  him)  that  they  Jhould  comfort  him^ 

and 
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and  confirm  their  love  towards  him  left  hejhould  hefwaU 
lowed  up  with  over^much  forrow.  2  Cor.  ii.  7,  8.  And 
fliall  we  be  more  obmnate  than  an  inceftuous,  ex- 
communicated Corinthian  ? 

As  this  fubjed  naturally  came  in  my  way,  and  as 
it  is  neceffary  for  us  as  church-members  to  have 
right  ideas  of  gofpel-difcipline,  I  have  taken  this  op- 
portunity to  enlarge  on  it ;  and  I  hope  you  will  fo 
remember  it,  as  to  render  all  inftruftions  on  this 
head  needlefs  hereafter. 

I  now  proceed  to  what  is  more  praftical. 

Let  me,  as  an  herald  of  Jefus  Chrift,  proclaim  to 
you  the  bufinefs  of  the  next  Lord's  day.  We  are 
going  to  commemorate  the  moft  important  event  that 
ever  happened  upon  our  globe ;  an  event  accom- 
plifhed  about  feventeen  hundred  years  ago,  but  never 
to  be  forgotten ;  an  event  that  extends  its  happy  con- 
fequences  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  eternity,  I  mean 
the  fufferings  and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  us.  And 
who  among  you  is  prepared  and  willing  to  comme- 
morate this  grand  event  ?  Where  are  the  broken- 
hearted penitents  ?  Where  the  lovers  of  a  crucified 
Saviour  ?  Where  the  happy  perfons  that  believe  in 
him  with  all  their  hearts  ?  Come,  take  the  dear  me- 
morials of  your  precious  Redeemer  ;  come,  refrefli 
your  fouls  once  more  with  the  fweet  remembrance 
of  his  love.  O  !  fliall  his  dear  name  be  forgot  among 
us  ?  What  !  forgotten,  after  all  he  has  done,  after 
all  he  has  fufFered  for  us  !  Can  you  bear  the  thought  ? 
We  are  going  to  profefs  openly  before  a  fcoffing 
world,  that  wc  are  the  fervants  and  difciples  of  a  cru- 
cified Chrift  'y  we  are  going  to  put  on  the  badges  of 
his  fervants,  and  wear  his  livery  ;  to  enlift  as  volun- 
teers under  his  banner,  and  fwear  allegiance  and  fide- 
lity to  him.  And  where  are  thofe  that  are  willing 
to  join  with  us  ?  Who  is  upon  the  hordes  fide  ?  Who  ? 
Come  ye  that  will  have  Chrift  for  your  Mafter,  come 
enter  your  names  in  his  lift :  be  fixed  and  determined 
for  him.     How  long  will  you  halt  between  two  opinions  ? 

It 
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It  is  a  plain  cafe,  and  requires  no  long  time  to  deli- 
berate. Come,  ye  that  would  ftand  among  his  peo- 
ple at  his  right  hand  at  laft,  come  now  with  prepared 
hearts,  and  mingle  among  them  at  his  table.  We 
are  going  to  enter  into  an  everlafting  covenant  with 
our  God,  and  to  fet  our  folemn  feal  to  the  contraft. 
And  who  among  you  gives  his  confent  ?  Who  is 
willing  to  t^e  the  Lord  Jefus  for  his  only  Saviour 
and  Lord,  and  to  give  himfelf  up  to  him  entirely  and 
forever  ?  W  ho  will  avouch  the  Lord  to  be  his  God, 
that  He  may  avouch  him  to  be  one  of  his  people  ? 
How  are  your  hearts,  my  brethren,  difpofed  in  this 
refped  ?  Do  they  give  a  full  confent  ?  And  are  you 
willing  from  this  time  to  renounce  and  abjure  all 
your  lulls  and  finful  pleafures  ?  In  fliort,  do  you  con- 
fent to  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  If  fo,  come  and  con- 
firm it  with  that  folemn  oath  and  feal.  God  and 
Chrift  are  agreed  to  the  propofal ;  and  if  you  agree, 
the  happy  contraft  is  made ;  it  is  eftablifhed  firmer 
than  the  pillars  of  heaven  ;  and  if  you  had  them,  you 
might  venture  ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  it.  We  are 
going  to  maintain  communion  with  the  faints,  and 
fit  down  with  them  at  the  fame  table  of  our  common 
Lord.  And  who  of  you  would  join  yourfelves  with 
that  little  flock,  that  defpifedbut  happy  few?  If  you 
would  mingle  with  them  in  heaven,  feparate  from 
the  wicked  world,  and  join  them  now :  and  as  a  to- 
ken of  it  eat  of  the  fame  bread,  and  drink  of  the  fiimc 
cup  with  them.  But  we  are  going  to  maintain  com- 
munion of  a  fliill  more  exalted  kind ;  communion 
with  the  Father  of  our  fpirits,  with  the  Son  of  his. 
love,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  where  are  they 
that  pant  and  languifh  for  this  facred  and  divine  fel- 
lowfliip  ?  Come  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  the  place  of 
interview,  and  you  may  humbly  hope  to  meet  him 
there.  There  you  may  pour  out  your  hearts  to  him 
with  all  the  freedom  of  intimacy  and  filial  boldnefs, 
and  there  you  may  receive  the  tokens  of  his  love. 

My 
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My  brethren,  if,  upon  careful  felf-examination,  you 
find  reafon  to  hope  you  have  the  qualifications  of 
acceptable  communicants,  which  I  have  defcribedy 
I  require  you,  in  the  name  of  that  Jefus  who  expired 
upon  the  crofe  for  you,  a  name  which  one  would 
think  fhould  have  fome  weight  with  you  ;  in  his  en- 
dearing, irrefiftible  name,  I  require  you  to  come  to 
his  table.  This  is  not  only  your  privilege,  but  your 
duty ;  and  you  cannot  neglect  it  without  the  bafeft 
ingratitude  and  wickedhefs.  Shall  Jefus,  when  he 
views  the  guefts  around  his  table,  find  your  feat  emp- 
ty ?  Alas  !  fhall  he  have  reafon  to  fay,  '  What !  has 

*  fuch  a  one  turned  his  back  upon  me  ?  I  bought  him 

*  with  my  blood,  and  have  I  deferved  to  be  thus 

*  treated  by  him  V  O  !  my  brethren,  is  it  come  to 
that  pafs  with  you  that  you  ftand  in  need  of  perfua- 
fions  to  commemorate  that  Saviour  who  laid  down 
his  life  for  you  ?  Had  he  been  as  fhy  of  a  crofs  as  you 
are  of  his  table,  as  backward  to  die  as  you  are  to  com- 
memorate his  death,  alas  !  what  would  have  become 
of  you  ? 

What  are  the  obftruclions  and  difcouragements 
that  lie  in  your  way  ?  Mention  them,  and  methinks; 
I  can  remove  them  all  in  a  few  words,  when  the  cafe 
is  fo  plain.  Do  you  urge,  that  you  are  afraid  you  are 
not  prepared  ?  But  have  you  examined  yourfelves 
impartially  by  what  I  have  faid  ?  Are  you  fure  you 
have  the  qualifications  mentioned  ?  If  fo,  your  way 
is  very  clear.  Or  if  you  are  not  fure,  does  it  appear 
probable  to  you  ?  If  fo,  you  may  humbly  venture. 
Or  if  you  cannot  go  fo  iFar  as  a  probability,  have  you 
fome  trembling  hopes  ?  hopes  which,  though  they 
often  waver,  yet  you  cannot  entirely  caft  away,  tho' 
you  admit  all  the  evidence  you  can  get,  and  are  defi- 
rous  to  know  the  very  worft  of  yourfelves.  Why,  if 
you  have  even  thus  much  of  encouragement,  I  would 
advife  you  to  come,  though  with  trembling.  If  you 
are  impartial  in  felf-examination,  and  yet  cannot  af- 
ter all  difcovcr  that  you  are  deftitute  of  thofe  quali- 
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fications  I  have  mentioned,  it  is  extremely  unlikely 
that  you  are  deceived :  perfons  are  never  deceived  itt 
this  cafe  but  by  their  own  cardeffnefs  and  parti^ity ; 
therefore  take  courage.  If  you  look  out  with  a^  care- 
ful eye,  there  is  little  danger  of  your  fplitting  on 
this  rock. 

Or  are  you  afraid  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  per- 
form your  facramental  vows,  but  may  apoftatize  from 
your  God  ?  But  I  need  not  tell  you  that  your  ftrenffth 
is  entirely  from  God :  and  I  appeal  to  yourfelves  whe- 
ther it  be  moft  likely  you  will  obtain  ftrength  from 
him  in  the  way  of  duty,  or  in  the  negleft  of  it  ?  My 
brethren  do  you  do  your  duty,  and  leave  the  confe- 
quence  to  him.  Truft  in  him,  and  he  will  take  care 
of  you,  and  keep  you  from  falling,  or  raife  you  up  if 
you  fliould  fall.  It  is  not  his  ufual  way  to  defert  thofe 
that,  fenfible  of  their  own  weaknefe,  depend  upon 
him  ;  nay,  he  has  bound  himfelf  by  promife  that  he 
will  not  do  it ;  but  yoM Jhall  be  kept  by  his  power  through 
faith  untofahatioriy  i  Pet.  i.  5.  and  he  will  never  leave 
you  nor  forfake  you^  Heb.  xiii.  5.  therefore,  in  his 
ftrength,  humbly  make  the  adventure. 

As  for  fuch  of  you  as  have  not  the  qualifications 
defcribed,  and  yet  are  communicants  at  the  Lord's 
table,  I  have  a  few  ferious  confiderations  to  ofier  to 
you. 

1 .  Did  you  never  obferve  that  folemn  warning  of 
St.  Paul,  which,  like  a  flaming  fword,  hovers  round 
the  table  of  the  Lord  to  guard  it  from  your  profana- 
tion ?  Whofoever  Jhall  eat  of  this  breads  and  drink  of  this 
cup  of  the  Lord  unworthily ^  Jhall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  the  Lord  ;  and  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation^  or 
judgment^  to  himfelf.  i  Cor.  xi.  27,  29.  Keep  off, 
therefore,  ye  unholy  finners,  left  the  weight  of  this 
tremendous  curfe  fall  upon  you  and  crufli  you  to  ruin. 

2.  To  what  purpofe  do  you  communicate  ?  This 
will  not  conftitute  you  chriftians,  nor  fave  your  fouls. 
Not  all  the  ordinances  that  ever  God  has  inftituted 
can  do  this,without  an  intereft  in  Chrift,and  univerfal 

holincfs 
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holinefs  of  heart  and  life.  And  will  you  incur  fuch 
dreadful  guilt,  without  anfwering  any  valuable  end 
by  it  ? 

3.  How  abfurd  is  it  for  you  to  pretend  friendfhip 
to  Chrift  in  this  ordinance,  when  your  hearts  are  not 
well  affefted  towards  him  !  This  I  have  hinted  at 
already.  This  ordinance  is  a  feal ;  but  what  do  you 
fet  your  feal  to,  when  you  do  not  heartily  and  prafti- 
cally  confent  to  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  How  can  you 
hold  communion  with  the  faints  when  you  are  none 
of  them  ?  or  with  God,  when  you  neither  know  him 
nor  love  him  ?  How  dare  you  wear  the  badge  and 
livery  of  his  fervants,  when  you  are  enemies  in  your 
minds  by  wicked  works  ?  Will  you  mingle  among 
his  people  when  you  belong  to  the  camp  of  the  gloomy 
god  of  this  world  ?  Will  you  aft  the  part  of  a  Judas 
over  again,  and  compliment  Chrift  with  a  traiterous 
kifs  ?  XVhat  abfurdity,  what  grofs  hypocrify,  what  a 
daring  infult  is  this  ?  Can  Omnifcience  be  impofed 
upon  by  fuch  pretenfions  ?  Or  will  a  jealous  God  let 
them  efcape  iinpunilhed  ?  Do  but  read  a  part  of  the 
fiftieth  Pfalm  :  you  will  fee  your  doom,  ver.  16 — 22. 
Unto  the  wicked^  God  faith  ^  what  haji  thou  to  do^  that  thou 
Jhouldeji  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ;  feeing  thou  hateft 
infiruhion^  and  caftefl  my  words  behind  thee  ? — Thefe 
things  hafi  thou  done^  and  I  kept  Jilence  :  thou  thought efi 
I  was  altogether  fuch  a  one  as  thyfelf  But  I  will  reprove 
ihee^  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  confi- 
der  this  ^  ye  that  forget  God^  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces^  and 
there  be  none  to  deliver.  O,  firs,  confider,  it  will  be  a 
poor  plea  at  laft  to  have  it  to  fay,  Lord^  Lord^  have 
we  not  eaten  and  drank  in  thy  prefence  ?  and  thou  hafi 
taught  in  our  flreets.  The  fupreme  Judge  will,  not- 
withftanding,  pronounce  the  dreadful  fentence  upon 
you.  Depart  from  me^  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.  Luke 
xiii.  26,  27. 

4.  Has  not  God  appointed  other  means  which  are 
preparatory  to  this  ordinance  ;  and  in  the  ufe  ot 
which  you  may  hope  to  obtain  proper  qualifications  ? 

His 
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His  word,  prayer,  meditation,  and  fuch  means,  are 
for  the  common  ufe  of  faints  and  finners,  and  intended 
to  beget  as  well  as  to  confirm  grace  in  the  hearts  of 
men*  But  the  Lord's  fupper  is  the  peculiar  privilege 
of  fuch  as  are  true  chriftians  already ;  and  is  intended 
only  to  cherilh  and  improve  true  religion  where  it  is 
begun.  Therefore  your  partaking  of  it  without  this 
grand  preparative  is  prepofterous,  and  dire<My  con- 
trary to  the  order  of  divine  appointment.  Sinners, 
go  firft  upon  your  bended  knees  before  God  j  cry  to 
him  with  all  the  earneftnefs  of  perifliing  creatures  for 
converting  grace.  Think  upon  your  miferable  cour- 
dition,  and  never  take  off  your  thoughts  from  the 
melancholy  contemplation  till  your  hearts  are  deeply 
afFeAed.  Read,  and  hear,  and  meditate  upon  his 
word,  till  you  know  your  danger  and  remedy.  Take 
this  method  firft,  and  when  you  have  fucceeded, 
come  to  this  ordinance,  and  Grod,  angels  and  men, 
will  bid  you  welcome. 

5.  Confider  how  aggravated  your  punifliment  will 
be,  if  you  continue  in  your  prefent  condition.  To 
iink  into  hell  from  the  table  of  the  Lord  !  O !  what 
a  terrible  fall !  They  that  perilhed  from  Sodom  antj. 
Gomorrah,  though  their  punifliment  will  be  intoler- 
able, will  be  but  flightly  puniflied  in  comparifon  of 
you.  A  loft  communicant ! — One  that  went  to  hell 
with  the  bread  and  wine,  the  memorials  of  a  dying 
Saviour,  as  it  were,  in  his  mouth !  O  !  methinks,  fucn 
a  one  muft  be  the  moft  fliocking  fight  in  the  infernal 
regions.  How  will  loft  angels,  and  Iqft  heathens, 
wonder  and  flare  at  you  as  an  horrible  phenomenon, 
a  dreadful  curiofity !  How  will  they  upbraid  you, 
*'  How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven,  O  Lucifer,  fon  of 
the  morning  ?  art  thou  alfo  become  as  one  of  us  ?'* 
To  tell  the  truth  without  referve,  I  cannot  but  tremble 
at  the  thought  of  feeing  fuch  of  you  on  the  left  hand 
of  the  Judge.  O  !  what  a  flioclang  figure  will  you 
make  there  !  Therefore  do  not  make  the  profanation 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  the  whole  of  your 
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reKgion,  but  begin  where  you  fliould,  in  earned  en- 
deavours after  a  new  heart  and  life,  in  the  ufe  of  the 
Bieans  appointed  for  that  end. 

But  there  are  feme  of  you  perhaps,  who  may  take 
encouragement  from  hence,  and  think  you  are  fafe, 
l)ecaufe  you  have  not  been  guilty  of  profaning  this 
ibiemn  inftitution.  You  are  confcious  you  are  not 
prepared,  and  therefore  muft  contentedly  ftay  away. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  fundry  of  you  who  have  lived 
in  this  negleft  all  your  lives.  I  have  a  few  things 
to  fay  to  you,  and  I  pray  you  to  apply  them  to  your- 
felves. 

1 .  Confider  what  it  is  you  fay,  when  you  declare 
you  are  unfit  for  this  ordinance.  There  are  fome 
that  feem  to  make  a  merit  of  it,  that  they  ftay  away 
from  a  fenfe  of  their  want  of  preparation.  But  what 
is  this  want  ?  It  is  the  want  of  all  love  to  God,  of 
fisiith  in  Chrift,  of  repentance  for  fin  ;  it  is  the  want 
of  holinefs  of  heart  and  life,  and  every  good  thing ; 
it  is  to  be  without  pardon,  without  a  title  to  heaven, 
^vithout  any  intereft  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ; 
it  is  to  be  a  flave  to  fin  and  Satan,  an  heir  of  hell,  a 
poor  perifhing  creature,  liable  every  moment  to  be 
cut  off,  and  fink  under  the  weight  of  divine  ven- 
geance :  this  is  your  cafe  if  you  are  unfit  for  this  or- 
dinance. Nothing  but  fuch  things  as  I  have  menti- 
oned can  render  you  unfit.  And  is  this  a  iafe  cafe  ? 
Can  you  contentedly  reft  in  it  ?  Alas !  is  their  fo 
much  merit  in  neglefting  to  remember  Chrift  in  this 
inftitution,  as  will  render  your  cafe  fafe,  and  indem- 
nify you  ?  Muft  you  not  be  fliocked  at  the  thought  ? 

2.  Are  you  ufing  all  proper  means  to  obtain  pre- 
paration, with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  earneftnefs  ? 
Or  are  you  inactive  and  unconcerned  about  it  ?  If  fo, 
it  is  plain  you  love  to  be  unprepared  ;  you  take  plea- 
fure  in  being  difqualified  to  remember  the  Lord  Jefus. 
And  while  you  are  carelefs  about  this  you  are  virtu- 
ally  carelefs  what  will  become  of  you,  carelefs  whe- 
ther heaven  or  hell  will  be  the  place  of  your  everlaft- 
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ing  refidencc  :  and  O !  what  will  be  the  end  of  fuch 
a  courfe !  and  how  terrible  is  your  guilt ! 

3.  Is  it  nothing  to  you  that  you  have  lived  fo 
many  years  in  the  world  without  affectionately  com- 
memorating that  Saviour  who  died  for  you,  without 
devoting  yourfelves  to  God,  confenting  to  his  cove- 
nant, and  joining  yourfelves  with  his  people  ?  O  !  is 
there  no  guilt  in  all  this  ?  No  guilt  in  fuffering  fo 
many  opportunities  of  attending  upon  this  ordinance 
to  pafs  by  neglected  ?  what  can  be  a  more  aggravated 
wickednefs  ? 

4.  This  negleft  clearly  proves  that  you  have  na 
regafd  for  Jefus  Chrift.  You  do  perhaps  infift  upon 
it  that  you  love  him.  But  he  himfelf  has  left  a  teft 
of  your  love  :  If  ye  love  me^  keep  my  commandments^ 
Now  this  brings  the  matter  to  a  fhort  iffue.  There  is- 
no  command  in  the  whole  Bible  more  plain  than  that 
of  remembering  him  in  this  ordinance.  This  you 
know  in  your  confciences.  And  yet  you  have  lived 
in  the  wilful  ne^ect  of  tliis  known,  eafy,  dying  com- 
mand of  Jefus.  With  what  face  then  can  you  pre- 
tend that  you  love  him  ?  Your  love  is  reprobated, 
and  will  not  ftand  the  teft. 

5.  Let  me  remind  you  of  what  I  obferved  before, 
that,  by  the  negleft  of  this  ordinance,  you  praftically 
renounce  your  baptifm.  You  are  now  of  age  to  aa: 
for  yourfelves,  and  you  have  not  approved  of  the  aft 
of  your  parents  by  ratifjring  it  in  you  own  perfon, 
therefore  you  abjure  it ;  you  renounce  the  bleffed 
Trinity,  in  whofe  name  you  were  baptized,  and  to 
whom  you  were  dovoted  ;  and  you  give  yourfelves 
back  to  an  horrible  trinity  of  another  kind,  to  the 
world,  to  fin,  and  the  devil.  And  are  you  indeed 
willing  to  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  God  that 
made  you,  and  with  Jefus  of  Nazareth?  Paufe  and 
think  before  you  agree  to  fuch  a  dreadful  renuncia- 
tion. But  alas  !  you  have  agreed  to  it  already,  by 
refiifing  to  renew  your  early  dedication  in  your  own 
perfons.    Therefore  the  beft  you  can  now  do  is  to 
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recall  your  renunciation^  and  immediately  acknow- 
ledge the  ad  erf  your  pstrents  as  your  own. 

I  would  inculcate  this  particularly  on  young  peo- 
ple,^  You  that  are  eight  or  ten  years  old,  or  more, 
you  have  fenfe  enough  to  aft  for  yourfdves  in  fo  plain 
a  cafe.  And  what  are  you  refolved  upon  ?  Will  you 
be  Chrift's  or  Satan*s  ?  you  cannot  avoid  choofiing 
one  or  the  other  for  your  mafter ;  for  not  pofitively 
choofing  Chrift,  is  virtually  chooiing  the  devil  for 
your  lord,  and  hell  for  your  home.  If  you  do  ftand 
to  the  aft  of  your  parents  in  dedicating  you  to  God, 
con>e  make  it  your  own  at  his  table.  Such  young 
guefts  would  be  an  ornament  to  it :  and  O I  that  we 
may  early  fee  you  there  properly  prepared  ! 

6.  Do  not  think  that  by  this  negleft  you  keep 
yourfelves  from  being  under  obligations  to  be  holy, 
and  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  live  as  you  lift.  Your 
obligations  do  not  depend  upon  your  confent.  You 
were  born  the  fervants  of  God,  and  you  will  conti- 
nue under  obligations  to  be  fuch  in  fpite  of  you.  Is 
he  not  the  moft  excellent  of  beings,  your  Creator, 
your  Lawgiver,  your  Preferver,  your  Redeemer? 
And  do  thefe  things  infer  no  obligation  upon  you  ? 
jiave  you  not  alfo  in  ficknefs  or  under  horror  of  con- 
fcience  made  vows  and  refolutions  in  your  own  per- 
fons  ?  And  are  you  free  to  fin  ftill  ?  The  truth  of 
the  cafe  is.  Do  what  you  will,  you  are  under  the 
ftrongeft  obligations  to  God,  and  you  cannot  Ihake 
them  off;  and  if  you  will  not  obferve  thefe  obliga- 
tions to  duty,  you  muft  fubmit  for  ever  to  your  in- 
difpenfable  obligation  to  puniihment.  And  he  will 
make  you  know  that  -he  has  a  right  to  punifh  you, 
if  you  will  not  acknowledge  his  right  to  your  obe- 
dience. 

7.  What  avails  it  that  you  can  avoid  the  Lord's 
table  when  you  cannot  poffibly  fliun  death,  or  avoid 
his  tribunal  ?  Here  try  all  your  art,  and  you  will  find 
it  in  vain.  And  if  you  are  not  prepared  for  this  or- 
dinance of  worfliip  in  the  church  on  earth,  much  lefs 
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are  you  prepared  for  thofe  more  exalted  forms  of^ 
worihip  in  the  church  in  heaven  1  what  then  will  be- 
come of  you  ? 

In  fliort,  it  is  a  national  fin  in  our  country,  that 
the  table  of  the  Lord  is  contemptible ;  that  men  who 
call  themfelvts  chriftians  live  in  the  wilful  negleft  of 
that  ordinance  which  was  appointed  by  him,  whom 
they  acknowledge  as  the  Founder  of  their  religion, 
to  be  a  memorial  of  himfelf*  Alas !  the  very  memo- 
ry of  Chrift  is  almofi  loft  among  us;*  Shall  I  not  vijii 
for  thefe  things  ?  faith  the  Lord.  Shall  not  my  foul  be 
avenged  on  fufh  a  nation  as  this  ?  Jen  v.  9* 

Perhaps  fome  of  you  will  fay, '  You  fliut  us  up  in 
a  ftrange  dilemma  indeed.  If  we  come  unprepared, 
we  fin ;  and  if  we  ftay  away  we  fin :  and  what  then 
flxall  we  do  ?*  My  brethren,  I  thus  fliut  you  up,  on 
purpofe  that  you  may  fee  what  a  wretched  cafe  you 
are  in,  and  that  there  is  no  fafety  for  you  while  you 
continue  in  it.  You  are  fliut  up  under  a  neceflity  of 
finning,  and  the  beft  choice  in  fuch  a  condition  can 
be  only  the  lefler  evil ;  though  even  that  is  extreme- 
ly aggravated.  Whether  you  come  or  ftay  away, 
you  grievoufly  fin  :  it  is  all  fin,  peril,  ruin,  and  mife- 
ry  all  through:  you  fliould  neither  come  unprepared, 
nor  ftay  away  unprepared ;  that  is,  you  flxould  not 
be  unprepared  at  all.  Your  want  of  preparation  is 
in  itfelf  a  complication  of  wickednefs ;  and  whatever 
you  do  in  that  ftate,  you  are  neither  fafe  nor  in  the 
way  of  duty  :  it  is  altogether  a  ftate  of  fin  and  dan- 
ger. The  only  way  of  fafety  and  duty  is  to  feek  for 
preparation  immediately,  and  with  the  utmoft  earn- 
eftnefs,  and  then  to  come  to  the  Lord's  fupper.  And 
O  !  let  me  fet  all  this  congregation  upon  this  work 
before  we  part  to-day,  and  make  it  the  bufinefs  of 
this  week.  You  have  fpent  many  a  week  about  things 
of  lefs  importance,  and  will  you  refufe  one  to  this 
great  work  ?  Now  fet  about  it ;  now  begin  to  look 
into  the  ftate  of  your  neglefted  fouls  ;  now  recollect 
your  fins  j  look  in  upon  your  depraved  hearts ;  look 
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back  upon  a  miferable  mif-fpent  life  ;  look  fonvard 
to  death,  eternity,  and  the  divine  tribunal  juft  before 
you ;  look  to  Jefus  in  the  agonies  of  crucifixion  on 
Mount  Calvary  ;  and  O !  look  up  to  God  in  earneft 

Erayer  for  his  mercy.  Let  thefe  things  follow  you 
ome  to  your  houfes ;  let  them  dwell  upon  your 
hearts  night  and  day.  Do  not  laugh,  or  talk,  or 
trifle  them  away  ;  for  O  !  they  will  rebound  upon 
you  with  overwhelming  weight  at  laft,  if  you  now 
turn  them  off.  O  !  that  God  may  prepare  a  people 
for  himfelf  in  this  poor  place  !  O  !  that  He  would 
vifit  this  barren  fpot  with  the  fliowers  of  divine  grace ! 
And  may  he  prepare  our  hearts  for  the  rich  entertain- 
ment before  us !    Amen. 


SERMON     XXXIII. 

THE    NATURE    AND   BLESSEDNESS    OF    SONSHIP    WITH 

GOD. 


I  John  ill.  1,2.  Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father 
hath  bcjlowed  upon  us^  that  we  Jhould  be  called  the 

Jons  of  God :  therefore  the  world  knows  us  not^  becaufe 
it  knew  him  not.  Beloved^  now  are  we  the  Sons  of  God ^ 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  floall  be :  but  we 
know  that  when  he  fhall  appear^  we  fhall  be  like  him  ; 

for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is. 

THOUGH  the  fchemes  of  divine  Providence  run 
on  with  the  moft  confummate  harmony,  and 
will  at  laft  terminate  in  the  wifeft  ends,  yet,  to  the 
undifcerning  eyes  of  mortals,  confufion  reigns  thro* 
this  world,  and  nothing  appears,  in  this  infant  ftate 
of  things,  in  that  light  in  which  eternity,  the  ftate 
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of  maturity,  will  reprcfent  every  thing.  This  re- 
mark is  particularly  exemplified  in  the  difpenfations 
of  grace  towards  the  heirs  of  heaven.  Though  they 
are  not  in  fuch  unmingled  darkneis,  even  in  this  rei- 
gion  of  ignorance  and  uncertainty,  as  to  have  no 
evidences  at  all  of  their  being  the  objeds  of  divine 
love,  and  regenerated  by  the  holy  Spirit,  but  may, 
in  fome  ihining  moments  at  leaft,  conclude  that  they 
are  even  now  the  Sons  of  God,  yet  they  can  form  no 
adequate  ideas  of  the  immeniity  of  that  love  which 
has  adopted  them  as  the  fons  of  God,  and  made  then^ 
heirs  of  heaven,  who  were  by  nature  the  children  of 
wrath,  even  as  others.  There  are  indeed  fuch  rayg 
of  this  love,  that,  like  a  flafli  of  lightning,  break 
through  the  cloud  that  furrounds  them,  as  caft  them 
into  a  pleafing  confternation,  and  make  them  ftand 
and  paufe  in  delightful  aftonifhment.  In  a  kind  oi 
transport  of  ignorant  admiration,  they  are  often  ex- 
claiming. What  manner  of  love  is  this  !  how  great,  how 
vaft,  how  immenfe,  how  unaccountable,  how  incom« 
prehenfible,  that  love  which  has  given  us,  us  rebel- 
lious finners  and  heirs  of  ruin,  the  title  of  the  Sons 
of  God,  and  the  many  privileges  of  fuch  relation ! 
Behold  what  fort  of  unheard-of,  unparalleled  love  is 
this  I  behold  it  \vith  intenfe  obfervation  and  grateful 
wonder. 

Ye  trifling  fons  of  men,  abftraft  your  thoughts 
from  the  toys  of  earth,  and  here  fix  your  attention  ; 
here  look  and  gaze,  till  you  are  fo  tranfported  with 
the  furvey  of  this  love,  as  to  be  engaged  to  the  moft 
vigorous  endeavours  to  be  partakers  of  it.  Our  bre- 
thren in  erace,  that  fhare  in  the  fame  privilege,  do 
you  efpecially  paufe,  behold,  and  wonder.  Let  all 
your  admiring  powers  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
in  the  contemplation  of  that  love  which  has  beffow- 
ed  upon  you  fo  gracious,  fo  honourable  a  diftinAion 
as  that  of  Sons  of  the  King  of  Heaven.  And  ye  blet 
fed  inhabitants  of  heaven,  who  know  the  import  of 
this  glorious  title,  and  the  riches  of  the  inheritance 
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Tcfcrved  for  us ;  ye  angels,  that  are  happy  in  your 
Maker's  goodnefs,  but  have  not  been  diftinguiftied 
with  redeeming  grace,  look  down  from  your  celeftial 
thrones,  look  down  to  this  contemptible  earth,  and 
view  the  greateft  exploit  of  divine  infinite  love ;  for 
furely  no  atchievement  of  Almighty  grace  among 
your  various  orders  through  the  vaft  of  heaven,  can 
equal  this,  that  we  rebellious  worms  fhould  be  called 
the  Sons  of  God,  the  higheft  title  in  which  you  can 
dory.  Behold,  and  wonder,  and  adore  with  us,  and 
fiipply  our  defects  of  praife.  You  fee  farther  into  the 
iecrets  of  this  myftery  of  love  than  we  in  our  pre- 
fent  flate,  who  can  only  paufe  in  filent  admiration, 
or  vent  our  blind  conjectures  upon  it.  What  manner 
cflove  is  this!  therefore  give  all  your  contemplative 
powers  a  loofe  upon  a  theme  you  can  fo  deeply  pene- 
trate. 

Farther,  As  the  fons  of  God  in  their  prefent  ftate 
cannot  comprehend  that  love  which  has  conferred 
this  title  upon  them,  fo  they  know  not  fully  the  glo- 
rious import  of  the  title  :  they  only  know  in  gene- 
ral, that  when  their  Father  appears  they  foall  be  like 
hinij  but  they  do  not  exaftly  and  fully  loiow  what 
that  likenefs  is :  it  doth  not  yet  appear,  even  to  them- 
felves,  what  they  fliall  be.  Their  livelieft  imagina- 
tion can  form  no  adequate  ideas  what  glorious  crea- 
tures they  will  ere  long  be :  they  are  utter  ftrangers 
to  their  future  felves.  They  know  themfelves  only 
at  prefent  in  their  infancy ;  but  when  thefe  little  chil- 
dren of  God,  thefe  babes  in  grace,  arrive  at  their  a- 
dult  age,  and  grow  up  to  the  fulnefs  of  the  ftature  of 
Chrift,  they  will  be  prodigious  to  themfelves,  and 
myfteries  which  they  cannot  now  conceive.  In  this 
world  we  are  accuftomed  to  little  and  obfcure  things, 
and  our  thoughts  are  like  their  objefts  ;  we  fee  no- 
thing fufficiently  glorious  to  fuggeft  to  us  any  pro- 
per images  of  the  glory  of  the  fons  of  God,  when 
they  come  to  maturity,  and  enter  upon  the  inheri- 
tance to  which  they  are  born.     The  fplendor  of  the 
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meridian  fun,  the  grandeur  of  kings,  and  the  parade 
of  nobles,  are  but  obfcure  fliadows  of  the  glory  and 
magnificence  of  the  meaneft  pious  beggar,  of  the  poor- 
eft  Lazarus  that  ever  languifiied  upon  earth,  and  is 
now  arrived  at  heaven.  The  difference  is  greater 
than  that  between  Job  upon  the  dunghill,  lying  in 
afhes,  and  covered  with  ulcers,  and  Solomon  in  all 
his  glory.  However,  amidft  all  our  ignorance,  we 
may  reft  confident  in  this,  that  if  we  are  now  the 
children  of  God,  we  fhall  be  conformed  to  him,  when 
he  appears  to  us  in  all  his  glory  on  the  other  fide  of 
death,  and  efpecially  when  he  appears  in  the  clouds 
in  all  the  majefliy  of  the  univerfal  Judge,  when  every 
eye  fhall  fee  him  :  and  though  we  fhould  know  no 
more  than  this  in  general,  we  may  reft  implicitly  fatis- 
fied  that  we  fliall  be  inconceivably  glorious  and  hap- 
py, fince  the  perfedtion  of  our  nature  confifts  in  con- 
formity to  God.  We  may  be  fure  that  that  ftate 
which  the  apoftle  here,  by  unerring  infpiration,  calls 
a  Ukenefs  to  God,  the  ftandard  of  all  excellency,  muft 
be  as  perfect  as  our  nature  can  bear.  The  apoftle 
having  faid,  that  when  hejhall  appear^  we  Jhall  be  like 
hiniy  fubjoins,  /(?r  we  Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is.  This  vifi- 
on  of  the  bleflfed  God  in  his  unveiled  glory  may  be 
here  mentioned,  either  as  the  evidence,  or  as  the 
caufe  of  our  Ukenefs  to  God  when  he  fliall  appear. 
Confidering  it  as  an  evidence,  the  meaning  is, '  It  is 
evident  that  we  fhall  be  in  fome  meafure  like  to  God 
when  he  appears,  otherwife  we  could  not  bear  the 
full  vifion  of  his  glories ;  we  could  not  fee  him  and 
live.*  It  is  alfo  evident  the  apoftle  here  fpeaks  of  the 
vifion  of  God  as  an  happinefe,  and  the  blefTed  privi- 
lege of  his  fons.  Now  to  fee  God  could  afford  no 
pleafure  to  fuch  as  are  not  like  to  him  :  they  would 
be  fhocked  and  confounded  at  the  fight,  and  fhrink 
from  it,  and  by  how  much  the  clearer  the  vifion,  by 
fo  much  the  more  they  would  hate  him,  becaufe  by 
fo  much  the  more  they  would  difcover  his  contrariety 
to  them.  Therefore  it  is  a  fuflicient  evidence  of  our 
Vol,  II.  (^q  likenefs 
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iikenefs  to  God,  that  we  can  bear  the  vifion  of  his 
naked  perfeftions  with  pleafure,  for  none  that  are 
unlike  to  him  can  bear  it.  Confidering  the  paffage 
in  the  other  view,  which  probably  was  what  the 
apollle  intended,  as  the  caufe  of  likenefe  to  him,  it 
means,  that  the  full  and  direct  views  of  him  will  be 
transformative,  and  efficacious  to  change  the  behold- 
ers into  his  Iikenefs.  As  the  light  fhining  upon  glafs 
renders  it  tranfparent,  or  as  the  fun  diffufes  its  luftre 
into  a  diamond,  and  gives  it  an  intrinfic  radiancy,  fo 
the  difcoveries  of  the  divine  perfeftions  will  imprefs 
their  image  upon  the  minds  they  illuminate.  Their 
views  will  not  be  fuperficial  and  fpeculative,  nor-  at- 
tra<9:  an  idle  gaze,  but  they  ftiall  be  vital,  efficacious, 
and  impreffive  ;  and  no  wonder  if  fuch  views,  which 
we  now  know  fo  little  of,  Ihould  produce  a  perfec- 
tion we  can  now  fo  little  conceive. 

If  the  fons  of  God  are  fuch  ftrangers  to  the  riches 
of  their  prefent  title,  and  the  dignity  and  glory  of  their 
future  felves,  no  wonder  a  blind  world  fliould  not 
know  them.  If  it  does  not  yet  appear  to  themfelves 
what  they  fliall  bcj  much  lefs  does  it  appear  to  others, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  their  heavenly  Father,  who 
know  not  his  lineaments,  and  therefore  cannot  dif- 
cern  his  children  by  their  refemblance  to  him.  This 
the  apoftle  may  intimate  when  he  fays,  //  doth  not  ap^ 
fear  (that  is,  it  doth  not  appear  to  others)  what  we 
Jhall  be  ;  and  we  are  led  to  this  fenfe  by  the  former 
verfe,  therefore  the  worlds  the  general  run  of  mankind, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  God,  know  us  not ;  that  is,  do 
not  diftinguifti,  love,  and  honour  us,  who  are  the 
children  of  God,  hecaufe  they  know  him  not.  As  they 
are  ignorant  of  our  Father,  and  difregard  him,  fo 
they  accordingly  treat  us.  They  look  upon  us  with 
contempt,  and  are  wholly  ignorant  of  our  heavenly 
extraction  and  dignity,  and  thus  it  will  be  till  we 
Ihine  in  all  the  glory  of  the  children  of  fo  illuftrious 
a  king,  and  poffefs  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light }  then,  to  their  confufion,  they  fliall  difcern  the 

difference 
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difference  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked^ 
Mai.  iii.  tt//.~I  fliaU, 

I.  Show  you  what  is  the  import  of  the  glorious  ti- 
tle, the  Sons  of  God. 

U.  Mention  fome  inftances  of  the  prefent  igno- 
rance of  the  fons  of  God,  with  regard  to  their  fu- 
ture ftate.     And, 

III.  Show  in  what  refpeds  they  are  miftaken  and 
unknown  to  the  world. 

I.  I  fliall  fliow  what  is  the  import  of  this  glorious 
title,  the  Sons  of  God. 

It  is  evident  that  the  title  is  ufed  here,  not  in  fa 
general  a  fenfe  as  elfes^^here,  where  it  fignifies  no  more 
than  the  creatures  of  God,  Luke  iii.  w//.  Afts  xvii» 
28,  29,  for  here  it  is  mentioned  as  the  peculiar  privi- 
lege of  true  chriftians,  in  which  the  world  in  general- 
does  not  partake.  In  the  fenfe  of  the  text,  it  implies- 
that  believers  are  born  again  of  God  ;  that  tlicy  are 
admitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  children  ;  and 
that  they  arc  the  heirs  of  heaven. 

I.  To  be  the  fons  of  God,  implies  that  they  are 
regenerated,  or  born  of  him. 

He  is  a  fon  who  is  begotten  and  born  ;  and  there- 
fore to  be  a  child  of  God,  fuppofes  that  we  are  be- 
gotten by  him.  This  feerns  to  be  the  peculiar  foun- 
dation of  that  fonfhip  the  apolUe  here  has  immedi- 
ately in  view ;  for  it  is  the  thought  of  being  born  of 
God,  mentioned  in  the  laft  vcric  of  the  foregoing 
chapter,  that  feems  to  introduce  the  text,  and  raps 
him  away,  in  the  fourth  vcrfe  of  this  chapter,  into 
that  tranfported  exclamation.  Behold!-  what  manner 
of  love  is  this,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God! 

This  new  Hrth  you  have  often  heard  me  defcribe, 
as  a  thorough  univerfal  change  of  a  corrupt  rebel- 
lious finner  into  an  affeftionate,  penitent,  obedient 
fervant  of  God.  Hb  views  of  things,  and  difpofitions 
towards  them,  are  happily  altered,  which  produce  a 
correfpondent  change  in  his  practice.  But  I  cannot 
enlarge  without  excluding  the  other  fubjccls  of  ray 
difcourfe.  I  pray 
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I  pray  God  you  would  ferioufly  confider  the  im- 
portance of  this  fpiritual  birth,  and  not  vainly  deem 
yourfelves  the  fons  of  God  while  you  are  flxangers 
to  it :  you  may  as  well  become  the  fons  of  men  with- 
out being  generated  by  human  parents,  a^  the  fons 
of  God  without  being  regenerated  by  fupernatural 
grace  ;  for  the  fcripture  has  repeatedly  declared  the 
abfolute  neceflity  of  it  in  various  terms.  All  that 
become  the  children  of  God  are  born  of  him,  and 
not  of  blood,  or  by  natural  generation,  nor  of  the  will  of 
thejlejhj  or  by  any  natural  propenfions  of  theirs,  nor 
of  the  will  of  man  J  or  by  the  beft  endeavours  of  others 
with  them^  John  i.  1 2,  1 3.  The  God  and  Father  of 
cur  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  begets  them  z^in,  i  Peter  i.  3. 
and  creates  them  anew,  Ephef.  ii.  10.  fo  that  old 
things  are  pajfed  away,  and  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new.  2  Cor.  v.  i  y.  And  Chrift  himfelf,  who  beft 
knows  the  terms  of  admiffion  into  heaven,  has  affur- 
ed  us  with  a  verily,  verily,  that  except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  John  iii.  3,  5. 
And  this  is  the  declaration  of  infallible  infpiration, 
that  neither  circiimcifion  availeth  anything,  nor  uncircum- 
cifion ;  that  is,  a  conformity  to  the  externals  of  the 
Jewifli  or  Chriftian  religion  is  of  no  avail  to  falvation, 
but  the  new  creature.  GaL  vi.  15. 

2.  They  that  are  the  fons  of  God  are  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  children  ;  and  this  is  implied 
in  their  title. 

God  here  treats  us  with  his  ufual  condefcenfion  in 
cxpreffing  divine  things  in  the  humble  language  of 
mortals,  by  metaphors  borrowed  from  affairs  amongft 
men,  that  are  familiar  to  us.  Therefore  form  an  idea 
of  the  ufual  privileges  which  a  child  enjoys  from  a 
gracious  and  powerful  Father,  and  leave  proper  room 
for  the  infinitely  fuperior  perfeftions  of  our  heaven- 
ly Father  to  thofe  of  the  moft  excellent  human  pa- 
rents, and  you  may  from  the  analogy  know  fome- 
thing  of  the  peculiar  privileges  of  the  children  of 
God.     A  fon,  you  know,  has  liberty  of  accefs  to  his 

father. 
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father,  however  great ;  he  obtains  his  rcquefts ;  he  has 
the  guardianlhip  and  compaffion  of  his  father  ;  and 
is  feafonably  corrected  by  him  f(M"  his  good.  And 
thus  our  heavenly  Father  deals  with  the  children  pf 
his  grace. 

He  gives  them  liberty  of  accefe  to  him  in  prayer 
and  the  inftitutions  of  the  gofpeL  He  not  only  allows 
them  to  attend  upon  his  ordinances,  which  many 
do  that  continue  ftrangers  to  him,  but  at  times  he  en- 
larges their  hearts,  fo  that  they  find  themfelves  near 
him  ;  they  are  admitted  into  his  prefence-chamber  ia 
free  audience  with  him,  and  pour  out  all  their  hearts 
before  him/  vent  their  complaints,  beg  a  fupply  of 
their  wants,  and  render  their  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  his  mercies.  This  temper  of  mind  is  la 
fuitable  to  their  relation  as  the  fons  of  God,  that  the 
holy  Spirit,  as  the  author  of  it,  is  called  the  Spirit  of 
Adoption  ;  and  the  children  of  God  are  not  capable 
of  exercifine  this  filial  freedom  at  pleafure,  but  juft  a5 
he  enables  them  to  draw  near  with  humble  boldnefs  to 
the  throne  of  grace.  Rom.  viii.  14,  15,  26,  27.  Heb* 
X.  22.  and  2  Cor.  iii.  17.  And  the  holy  Spirit,  as  a 
Spirit  of  liberty  and  adoption,  is  a  privilege  entailed 
upon  the  fons  of  God,  and  which  they  at  times  enjoy. 
Gal.  iv.  5,  6. 

Again,  As  the  children  of  God  have  liberty  to  ad- 
drefe  their  Father,  fo  they  have  the  privilege  of  ha- 
ving their  petitions  gracioufly  heard  and  anfwered. 
An  human  parent  is  ready  to  give  Mod  gifts  to  his^ 
children,  and  much  more  is  our  heavenly  Father, 
Thus  Chrift  reafons  in  the  mbft  familiar  and  moving 
manner,  in  Matt.  vii.  7 — 11.  and  Luke  xi.  11 — 13. 
and  he  feems  to  intimate  that  this  privilege  is  impU- 
ed  in  the  relation,  by  repeating  the  indearing  term 
Father,  in  Matt.  vi.  6,  8, 9.  Pray  to  thy  Father — and 
thy  Father  Jhall  reward  thee — Tour  Father  knowethwhat 
things  you  have  need  of  before  ye  afk  him.  After  this 
manner  therefore  pray  ye^  Our  Father ^  &c. 

Again, 


302  T})e  Nature  and  JBIeffedn^J}        Scrm.  5  j* 

Again,  The  children  of  God  are  entitled  to  his  pro- 
,  tedJion  and  compaffion.  His  guardian  care  is  cele- 
brated in  Pfalm  xci.  and  Pfalm  cxxi.  and  his  tender 
compaffion  in  Pfalm  ciii*  13.  Ifai.  Ixiii.  9,  and  in 
numberlefs  paflages  that  fpeak  of  his  bowels  of  mercy y 
his  cofiipaffionsy  &Cr 

Another  privHege  of  the  children  of  God  is,  that 
they  are  feafonably  correfted  by  his  fatherly  difpka- 
fure.  This  indeed  they  are  too  apt  to  count  a  cala- 
mity rather  than  a  privilege ;  but  fince  his  correction 
is  neceflary  for  their  reformation,  fince  it  proceeds 
from  the  benevolence  of  a  Father,  and  not  from  the 
vengeance  of  an  incenfed  Judge,  fince  it  is  intended 
for  their  benefit  and  not  for  their  deftruftion,  fince 
they  are  fupported  under  it,  and  it  has  a  proper  mea- 
iure  and  feafonable  end,  and  fince  it  will  be  more 
than  compenfated  with  future  rewards,  it  follows,, 
that  their  chaftifement  is  one  of  their  bleffings,  and 
as  fuch  it  feems  promifed  rather  than  threatened,  and 
mentioned  as  a  badge  of  the  fons  of  God,  Pfalm 
Ixxxix.  30 — 34.  Heb.  xii.  5 — 11.  and  many  of  the 
children  of  God  have  found  reafon  to  praife  him  for 
this  wholefome  feverity.  Pfalm  cxix.  6y^  68,  71.  Up- 
on this  principle  St.  James  exhorts  them  to  rejoice 
when  they  enter  into  divers  temptations^  James  i.  2.  and 
St.  Peter  tells  them  that  they  will  befal  them  only  // 
need  be.  i  Peter  i.  6. 

3.  The  children  of  God  are  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance,  and  their  relation  implies  a  title  to  it. 

They  are  born  to  a  crown,  begotten  to  m%  inheritance 
incorruptible^  and  that  fadeth  not  away^  &c.  1  Pet.  1.3, 
4.  If  we  are  children^  then  we  are  heirs ^  heirs  of  God^ 
and  joint'heirs  with  Chrifi.  Rom.  viii.  16,  17.  Gal. 
iv.  7.  And  how  vaft  their  inheritance  is,  you  may 
learn  from  Rev.  xxi.  7.  and  i  Cor.  iii.  21,22. 

What  advancement  is  this  to  mean,  finful,  mifera- 
ble  creatures  !  Out  of  prifon  they  come  to  reign. 
They  are  raifed  from  the  dunghill,  and  fet  among  tlie 
princes  of  heaven.     No  wonder  the  apoftle  fhould 

exclaim. 


Scrm.  33.  ofSonJhip  with  God»  303 

exclaim.  Behold  !  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath 
bejlowed  upon  tis,  that  wejhould  be  called  thefons  of  God. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  fliewn  you  the  glorious  im- 
port of  your  relation,  the  fons  of  God ;  and  you  fee 
it  fliould  be  the  greateft  concern  of  each  of  you  to  in- 
quire whether  you  bear  it.  To  determine  this  point, 
I  need  only  tell  you,  that  if  you  are  the  children  of 
God,  you  have  been  fupernaturally  begotten  by  him, 
as  I  obferved  before,  (James  i.  1 8.)  and  you  have  the 
temper  of  dutiful  children  towards  him,  particularly 
you  reverence  and  honour  him ;  (Mai.  i.  6.)  you 
love  and  fear  to  offend  him,  and  cheerfully  do  his 
will,  and  mourn  over  your  undutifulnefs  -,  you  are 
partakers  of  his  divine  nature,  2  Peter  i.  4.  and  bear 
the  lineaments  of  his  holinefs.  But  if  it  be  other- 
wife  with  you,  as  I  fear  it  is  with  many,  if  you  be  not 
conformed  to  the  moral  perfeftions  of  God  and  bear 
his  image,  if  you  have  not  the  difpofitions  of  dutiful 
children  towards  him,  but  the  temper  of  the  Devil, 
and  do  his  works,  then  you  are  of  your  father  the  Devil. 
John  vi.  14.  And  though  you  may  refent  this,  as 
the  Jews  did,  the  charge  is  fixed  upon  you.  There- 
fore awaken  all  the  importunity  of  your  fouls,  and 
cry  to  him  for  regenerating  grace,  that  you  alfo  may 
become  the  fons  and  daughters  of  the  living  God. 
But  if  you  find  thefe  characters  of  the  children  of  God 
which  I  juft  now  mentioned,  then  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
always^  and  again  I  fay  rejoice :  you  are  happier  than 
princes,  more  great  and  honourable  than  the  fons  of 
earthly  kings.  You  cannot  now  form  any  ideas  what 
miracles  of  glory  and  bleflednefs  your  Father  will 
make  of  fuch  mean,  guilty,  and  wretched  things  as 
yourfelves.  Which  introduces  what  I  next  propofed 

II.  To  mention  fome  inflances  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  fons  of  God  with  regard  to  their  future  flate. 

It  is  true  indeed,  and  fome  of  you,  I  doubt  notj 
know  it  by  experience,  that  the  children  of  God  in 
fome  fhining  moments  enjoy  prelibations  of  heaven, 
and  even  now  rejoice  zvilh  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 

gloryy 
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glory y  I  Peter  i.  8.  f  juft  as  a  child  in  infancy  ftumbles 
upon  a  manly  thought :  and  as  the  firft  dawning  of 
xeafon  may  give  a  child  feme  obfcure  hint  of  the  ma- 
ilerly  reafonmgs  of  a  mature  ^nius ;  fo  from  thefe 
forctaftes  of  heaven,  the  fon5  of  God  may  form  fome 
faint  ideas  of  the  perfeftion  of  its  happinefs  in  full 
enjoyment.  They  find  thefe  difpofitions  feebly  work- 
ing in  them  now,  which,  when  brought  to  perfeftion, 
wjfi  conftitute  their  bleifednefs  ;  and  they  now  find 
fo  much  real  happinefs  in  the  exercife  of  fuch  difpo- 
i&tions,  though  in  an  imperfeft  degree,  as  fully  con- 
vinces them  that  nothing  is  neceffary  to  make  them 
completely  happy  but  the  perfeftion  of  fuch  exercifcs, 
and  an  entire  freedom  from  contrary  principles.  But 
what  this  perfeftion  is  they  have  not  yet  experienced ; 
their  highefi:  thoughts  fall  fhort  of  it ;  and  if  doth  not 
yet  appear  to  them  what  they  JhaU  be  in  the  foUo^xing 
particulars. 

I.  It  doth  not  yet  aj^ear  what  they  fliall  be  with 
refped  to  the  enlargement  of  the  facilities  of  their 
fouls. 

That  the  human  foul  is  capable  of  vaft  enlarge- 
ments, that  its  faculties  may  expand  to  great  dimen- 
fions,  is  evident ;  and  we  find  by  experience  its  im- 
provements from  childhood  to  youth,  and  thence  to 
the  clofe  of  life,  efpecially  in  men  of  a  ftudious  turn. 
And  we  may  be  fure  that,  when  like  a  bird  out  of  a 
cage,  it  gets  loofe  among  its  kindred  fpirits,  and  flies 
at  large  in  its  proper  element,  its  faculties  will  be 
vaftly  improved :  otherwife  it  would  be  overborne 
and  cruflied  with  the  weight  of  glory ;  it  would  be 
dazzled  with  the  intolerable  blaze  of  heavenly  bright- 
nefs,  like  a  mole  that  has  wrought  itfelf  into  day-light. 
As  a  child  is  utterly  incapable  of  manly  exercifes,  fo, 
without  a  proportionable  enlargement  of  its  powers, 
the  foul  would  be  incapable  of  exercifing  them  about 
the  infinite  objefts  then  before  it,  and  of  joining  in 
the  exalted  fervices  of  that  mature  world.     You  may 

therefore 

+  Cbara^^dcdo9cafmcne^  a  glorified  joy. 
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therefore  reft  confident  in  this,  ye  fons  of  God,  that 
your  little  fouls  will  then  be  vaftly  improved.  But  as 
the  infant  cannot  know  beforehand  the  improvement 
of  his  riper  years,  fo  it  is  with  you.  Compare  your 
prefent  felves  with  your  infant-felves,  and  you  will  fee 
a  vaft  difference  even  in  the  prefent  ftate  ;  and  how 
vaft  the  difference  between  what  you  now  are  and 
what  you  will  be,  when  you  enter  into  a  world  entire- 
ly new,  the  proper  region,  the  natural  element  of  fpi- 
rits !  Beloved,  you  are  now  the  fons  of  God  ;  and  he 
will  make  you  fuch  beings  as  becomes  fo  near  a  rela- 
tion to  fuch  a  Father ;  and  what  prodigies  can  he 
make  of  you  !  He  that  could  make  you  what  you  are 
out  of  nothing,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  what  can 
he  make  you  out  of  what  you  now  are,  through  the 
feries  of  cverlafting  ages  !  How  can  he  mature  and 
enlarge  your  fouls  from  one  degree  of  perfeftion  to 
another  !  fo  that,  in  fome  future  period,  you  will  no 
more  refemble  what  you  are  now,  than  you  now  re- 
femble  what  you  were  in  the  womb,  or  upon  the 
breaft.  Your  underftandings,  through  an  endlefs  du- 
ration, may  be  ftill  brightening,  without  ever  coming 
to  their  meridian  ;  and  your  views  be  ftill  enlarging, 
though  ftill  infinitely  beneath  the  objeft  of  your  con- 
templation. It  is  fit  that  fouls  fo  improved  fliould  be 
united  to  bodies  fuited  to  them.  Which  leads  me  to 
obferve, 

2.  It  does  not  yet  appear  to  you  what  kind  of  glo- 
rious bodies  you  will  have  after  the  refurreftion. 

We  are  fure  they  will  ftill  be  material  bodies,  other- 
wife  they  would  not  be  bodies  at  all.  But  matter  we 
know  is  capable  of  prodigious  refinements.  Yonder 
globe  of  light,  the  fun,  is  of  the  fame  original  matter 
with  a  clod  of  earth,  and  differs  only  in  modifications. 
How  vaft  the  difference  between  this  animal  flefli  on 
our  bodies,  and  earth  and  water  !  and  yet  they  are 
originally  the  fame.  Earth  and  water  are  the  mate- 
rials of  which  grain  and  other  vegetables,  that  ani- 
mals feed  upon,  are  formed  ;  and  our  bodies  cgnfift 

Vol.  II.  R  r  o£ 


3o6  The  Nature  and  Bleffcdnefs        Serm.  33, 

of  grain  formed  into  bread,  and  of  the  flefli  of  beafts  : 
fo  true  is  it,  not  only  with  refpeA  to  Adam,  but  all 
his  pofterity,  that  they  are  but  duft.  In  fliort,  there 
is  a  tranfmutation  of  matter  into  a  furprifing  variety 
of  forms,  wherever  we  caft  our  eyes :  the  linen  we 
wear  was  once  earth,  that  was  firft  refined  into  flax, 
then  formed  into  thread,  then  woven  into  what  we 
now  fee  it.  Thus  our  bodies  may  be  changed  in  a 
moll  amazing  manner,  and  yet  continue  fubftantially 
the  fame*  St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  they  will  be  fpiritual 
bodies,  1  Cor.  xv*  44.  that  is,  fo  exquifitely  refined, 
that  they  will  refemble  proper  fpirits,  as  near  as  it  is 
poflible,  while  they  retain  their  materiality  ;  and  elfe- 
where  he  fays,  that  the  Lord  ye/us  wUl  change  our  vile 
body  J  that  it  may  beforimdlike  unto  his  glorious  body*  Phil, 
iii.  21.  Such  is  the  glory  of  Chrifl's  body  in  its  now 
exalted  flate,  that  the  fplendors  brealang  from  it 
ftruck  Paul  and  his  fellow-travellers  to  the  ground, 
and  deprived  him  of  fight  for  three  days  ;  how  illuf- 
trious  then  mufl  thofe  bodies  be  that  refemble  his, 
though  we  allow  his  a  fuitable  fuperiority  !  1  his  the 
apoftle  intimates  by  reprefenting  the  change  of  the 
bodies  of  faints  at  the  refurreftion  as  a  mighty  ex- 
ploit of  God's  all-fubduing  power.  PhiL  iii.  21.  We 
are  fure  the  body  will  not  then  be  a  clog  to  the  adlive 
fpirit,  but  a  proper  inflrument  for  the  employments 
of  heaven.  It  may  be  free  from  the  law  of  gravitation, 
and  capable  of  moving  every  way  with  equal  fpeed ; 
it  may  be  nimble  and  quick  as  a  glance  of  lightning ; 
it  may  be  adorned  with  a  vifible  glory  more  bright 
than  the  fun  in  its  meridian  luflrc,  like  the  body  of 
Chrifl  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration.  Matt.  xvii.  2* 
Dan.  xii.  3.  and  Matt.  xiii.  43.  It  will  then  be  inca- 
pable of  pain,  ficknefs,  and  death,  Ifaiah  xxxiii.  24. 
I  Cor.  XV.  33.  and  will  no  more  feel  hunger  and 
thirfl,  nor  any  of  the  appetites  of  animal  nature}  Rev. 
vii.  16.  it  will  be  capable  of  the  moft  excellent  fenfa- 
tions  of  pleafure  through  every  organ  ;  and  a  fuitable 
companion  to  an  improved  and  glorified  foul.    Such 
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bodies  will  the  faints  have  :  but  what  it  is  to  have 
fuch  bodies,  we  have  now  no  experience  ;  and  Ihail 
never  know  till  the  glorious  morning  of  the  refur- 
reclion. 

3.  It  doth  not  yet  appear  to  us  what  it  is  to  be 
perfect  in  holinefs. 

However  enlarged  and  glorious  our  fouls  and  bo- 
dies fhould  become,  we  fhould  be  ftill  mifcrable  with- 
out a  proportionable  perfection  in  holinefs.  Now  . 
this,  alas  !  we  do  not  as  yet  know.  We  humbly  hope 
fome  of  us  know  what  it  is  to  feel  the  fpark  of  di- 
vine love  in  our  breafts.  We  hope  we  have  tafted 
fome  fmall  drops  of  blifs,  though  intermingled  with 
gall  and  wormwood.  We  know  what  it  is  to  exert 
our  feeble  powers  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  blcfl'ed  God, 
and  in  contemplating  and  admiring  his  excellencies  ; 
but,  alas  !  fin  ftill  cleaves  to  us,  and  deadens  our  pow- 
ers :  numberlefs  imperfections  attend  our  beft  mo- 
ments. But  C) !  to  have  all  the  pov/ers  of  foul  and 
body  enlarged ;  to  exert  them  to  the  full  ftretch  in 
the  exercifes  of  heaven  ;  to  find  them  animated  and 
directed  by  the  moft  confummate  holinefs,  and  free 
from  every  the  leaft  taint  of  fin,  what  an  inconceiva- 
ble ftate  is  this  !  O  how  unlike  the  prefent !  Sure  in 
fuch  a  ftate  we  fliould  hardly  know  ourfelves :.  it 
would  aftonifli  us  to  find  that  we,  who  had  been  folong 
accuftomed  to  be  aflaulted  and  perplexed  with  fome 
guilty  thought  or  finful  inclination,  fliould  at  once 
commence  perfectly  free  from  it !  that  we,  who  have 
fo  long  made  fuch  languid  eflays,  fliould  find  all  our 
powers  full  of  unwearied  immortal  vigour  !  what  an 
happy  furprife  will  this  be  ! 

4.  It  does  not  yet  appear  what  will  be  the  employ- 
ments and  fervices  of  the  heavenly  world. 

We  know,  from  the  plain  declarations  of  facred 
writ,  that  the  contemplation  of  the  divine  perfefdons, 
and  their  difplays  in  the  works  of  nature  and  grace, 
celebrating  the  praifes  of  God,  and  proftrate  adora- 
tions before  him>  will  be  no  finall  part  of  the  happi- 

nefs 


3o8  The  Nature  and  Blejfednefs         Scrm.  33. 

nefs  of  a  future  ftate.  But  we  have  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  will  confift  intirely  in  contemplation  and 
adoration.  A  ftate  of  activity  will  be  a  proper  hea- 
ven for  vigorous  immortals.  \V  ill  feparate  fpirits 
be  employed  with  their  fellow-angds  as  guardians  to 
their  brethren  while  in  thefc  mortal  regions  ?  a  very 
pleafant  employ  to  generous  and  benevolent  minds  ! 
Will  they  be  ambauadors  of  their  Sovereign  to  the 
remote  parts  of  his  empire,  to  bear  his  meflages,  and 
difcharge  his  orders  ?  Will  they  be  engaged  in  im- 
portant fervices  to  the  prefent  and  future  creations, 
and  the  ihftruments  of  divine  beneficence  to  worlds 
now  unknown  ?  A  philofophic  curiofity  would  pry 
into  thefe  things,  and  even  a  pious  thirft  for  know- 
ledge would  be  fatisfied  ;  but,  alas !  we  know  not 
what  anfwer  to  give  to  thefe  inquiries,  till  the  light 
of  eternity  fliall  break  on  us.    But, 

5.  The  Sons  of  God,  in  confequence  of  their  im- 
provements, natural  and  moral,  and  of  their  exalted 
fervices  and  employments,  will  be  made  fo  exqui- 
fitely  happy,  as  they  can  have  now  no  ideas  of  the 
felicity. 

We  know  not  what  it  is,  in  the  prefent  ftate,  to 
have  every  want  fupplied,  every  defire  fatisfied,  and 
all  our  vaft  capacity  of  happinefs  filled  to  the  utmoft ; 
and  therefore  we  can  form  no  juft  conceptions  of  our 
future  felves,  when  we  fliall  be  thus  perfectiy  happy. 

Behold,  ye  fons  of  God ;  behold  the  wonders  that 
open  before  you  !  fee  to  what  vaft  things  you  are 
born  !  Can  you  furvey  this  myftery,  and  not  be  loft 
in  pleafing  wonder  and  cry  out,  Be^jold!  what  manner 
of  love  is  bejiowed  on  us  ! 

Alas  !  can  you  forget  your  own  happinefs ;  and 
let  your  thoughts  and  afFedions  run  out  upon  the 
things  of  this  world,  as  if  they  were  your  portion  ? 
Shall  the  King's  fons  thus  degrade  their  dignity,  and 
depreciate  their  inheritance  ? 

And  you,  unhappy  finners ;  ye  who  are  not  the 
fons  of  God  by  regeneration,  what  do  you  think 
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of  your  cafe,  when  it  is  the  very  revcrfe  of  all  this  ? 
Your  fouls,  indeed,  will  be  enlarged,  but  enlarged 
only  that  they  may  be  more  capacious  veffels  for  tor- 
ment ;  and  your  bodies  fliall  be  made  ftrong  and  im- 
mortal ;  but  it  will  be  to  bear  ftrong,  immortal  mife- 
ry.  Inftead  of  becoming  perfect  in  holinefs,  you  will 
arrive  to  an  horrid  perfe Aion  in  fin.  -  As  all  fin  will 
be  rooted  out  from  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  God, 
fo  all  the  virtuous  and  amiable  qualities  you  might 
retain  in  this  world  will  fall  from  you  :  and  as  the 
children  of  God  will  be  transformed  into  pure  un- 
mingled  holinefs,  you  will  degenerate  into  pure  un- 
mingled  wickednefs,  and  confequently  you  muft  be 
as  miferable  as  they  will  be  happy ;  and  all  your  en- 
larged capacities  will  be  as  full  of  torment  as  theirs 
of  blifs.  I  may  therefore  adapt  the  text  to  you,  fin*- 
ners  :  now  you  are  the  children  of  the  devil ;  but  ii 
doth  net  appear  what  youjhall  be  ;  you  know  not  what 
prodigies  of  vengeance,  what  miracles  of  mifery  you 
fliall  be  made :  therefore  awake  from  your  careleflhefs 
and  negleft,  and  feek  earneftly  to  become  the  children 
of  God. 

III.  And  laftly,  I  proceed  to  fliew  in  what  refpefts 
the  fons  of  God  are  unknown  to  the  world,  and  mif- 
takcn  by  them. 

The  irreligious  world  may  fee  a  confiderable  dif- 
ference between  thofe  that  are,  in  the  judgment  of 
charity,  the  children  of  God,  and  others ;  but  this 
they  rather  look  upon  as  an  odious  fingularity  than 
as  a  peculiar  glory  and  excellency.  They  may  fee 
their  life  is  not  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world ; 
and,  if  they  were  witneffes  to  their  fecret  devotions, 
or  could  penetrate  their  hearts,  they  would  fee  a  vaftly 
greater  difference ;  but,  by  how  much  the  greater 
difference,  by  fo  much  the  more  they  hate  them. 
And  though  they  ftill  profefs  a  mighty  veneration 
for  religion,  yet,  wherever  it  appears,  they  hate,  op- 
pofe,  and  afperfe  it ;  not  indeed  under  that  honour- 
able name,  but  under  fome  odious  character  that  will 
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doke  their  wickednefs,  and  the  more  efFecfaially  ex- 
pofe  it.  They  love  religion,  they  fay,  and  God  for- 
bid they  ihould  fpeak  a  word  againft  it ;  but  they 
hate  hypocrify,  precifenefs,  &c.  and  wherever  a  per- 
fon  appears  remarkably  religious,  they  will  be  fure  to 
brand  him  with  fome  of  their  odious  names.  Thus 
living  chriftianity,  and  its  profeffors,  have  always  met 
with  more  contempt  and  hatred  in  the  world  than 
cafy  and  pliable,  or  even  the  molt  profligate  and 
abandoned  finncrs. 

Now  this  is  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  world 
as  to  what  the  Sons  of  God  flisdl  ere  long  be.  They 
do  not  look  upon  them  as  fuch  favourites  of  heaven  ; 
otherwife  they  would  not  dare  to  defpife  them  at 
fuch  a  ratCr  The  fons  of  God  are  princes  in  difguife ; 
and  therefore  they  are  not  known  by  a  blind  world, 
who,  as  they  are  ignorant  of  their  Father,  cannot  dif- 
cern  his  features  in  them. 

O,  finners  !  could  you  but  fee  in  all  his  future  glo- 
ry the  meancft  faint  whom  you  now  contemn  and 
ridicule,  how  would  it  aftonifh  you  !  it  would  tempt 
you  rather  to  the  extreme  of  adoration,  than  con- 
tempt :  how  willingly  would  you  change  conditions 
with  him  ! 

Well,  ftay  a  little,  and  there  will  be  a  full  manu 
fejiation  of  the  fons  of  God.  Romans  viii.  1 9.  You 
will  then  fee  thofc  whom  you  now  account  ftupid 
mopilh  creatures,  that  have  no  tafte  for  the  pleafures 
of  life,  fliining  more  glorious  than  the  fun  ;  happy 
as  their  natures  can  admit,  and,  in  their  humble 
Iphere,  refembling  God  himfelf. 

It  is,  however,  all  things  confidered,  an  inftance 
6f  divine  wifdom,  that  it  does  not  yet  appear  to  them- 
felves  or  to  others  what  the  fons  of  God  fhall  be. 
Such  a  manifeftation  would  quite  ftun  and  confound 
the  world,  and  ftrike  it  into  a  torpid  confternation. 
It  would  render  the  children  of  God  utterly  impati- 
ent of  the  prefent  life  and  its  employments,  and  even 
of  the  low  devotion  of  the  church  on  earth ;  it  would 
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put  an  end  to  the  necefiary  aftivity  about  temporal 
concerns,  break  off  the  defigns  of  providence,  and 
quite  alter  the  form  of  adminiftration  in  this  world. 
Therefore  the  manifeftation  is  wifely  put  off  to  the 
moft  proper  feafon. 

I  (hall  now  conclude  with  a  few  reflexions. 

Firft,  What  a  ftate  of  darknefs  and  imperfeftion  is 
this  !  We  flipped  into  being  we  know  not  how,  and 
remember  nothing  of  our  own  formation  ;  and  we 
fliall  be  ere  long  we  know  not  what.  Alas !  how 
fliort  are  our  views  !  all  before  us  is  impenetrable 
darknefs,  and  we  can  fee  but  a  very  little  way  behind 
us.  What  fmaU  caufe  then  have  the  wifefl:  of  us  to 
be  elated  with  our  own  knowledge !  In  comparifon 
of  angelic  beings,  and  even  of  our  future  felves,  we 
fee  no  more  than  the  mole  groveling  in  the  earthy 
compared  with  the  keen-eyed  aerial  eagle  mounting 
aloft. 

Secondly,  But  what  furprizingdifcoveries  of  things 
will  flafli  upon  us  when  we  enter  the  other  world ! 
O !  my  brethren,  when  we  afcend  the  heavenly  mount, 
and  take  large  furveys  all  around  of  the  immenfity  of 
the  works  of  God,  when  the  unveiled  perfeftions  of 
the  Deity  fuddenly  fliine  upon  our  eyes  in  all  their 
naked  glory,  upon  our  waking  from  the  fleep  of 
death,  how  fliall  we  be  loft  in  wonders  !  What  fcenes 
of  contemplation  will  then  open  upon  our  gazing 
minds !  How  fliall  we  be  aftoniflied  at  ourfelves,  and 
ready  to  vent  our  furprife  in  fome  fuch  ftrains  as 
thefe ;  "  Is  this  I,  who  fo  lately  was  groveling  in 
yonder  world !  how  changed !  how  ennobled !  how 
glorified !  Is  this  the  foul  that  was  once  fo  overrun 
with  the  leprofy  of  fin !  once  fo  blind  and  dark !  once 
fo  perverfe  and  depraved !  fo  feeble  and  weak !  tor- 
mented  \vith  vain  anxieties  and  trifling  cares,  or 
tranfported  with  empty  joys  and  delufive  profpefts ! 
is  this  the  foul  that  had  fo  many  hard  conflicts  with 
temptations,  that  felt  fuch  fliocks  of  jealoufy,  and  fo 
often  languiftied  under  defponding  fears  of  feeing  this 
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glorious  place  !  O  how  changed !  how  free  from 
every  anxious  care !  unmolefted  by  fo  much  as  a 
guilty  thought !  nobly  triumphant  over  fin  and  for- 
row,  and  all  that  is  feared  in  its  mortal  ftate  !  And 
is  this  my  once  frail,  mortal  body !  my  incumbrance 
in  yonder  world ;  how  amazingly  transformed  !  how 
glorioufly  faihioned  !  O  to  what  a  pitch  of  excellen- 
cy and  blifs  can  almighty  grace  raife  the  meaneft 
worm  !  and  O !  in  what  raptures  of  praife  fhould  I 
celebrate  this  grace  through  all  eternity  V*  Thus 
may  we  think  the  glorified  faint  would  exprefs  his 
wonder.  But,  alas  !  we  know  juft  nothing  about  it. 
The  fenfations  and  language  of  immortals  are  beyond 
our  comprehenfion.     But, 

Thirdly,  We  are  juft  on  the  brink  of  this  furpriz- 
ing  ftate.  A  few  years,  perhaps  a  few  moments,  may 
open  to  our  eyes  thefe  amazing  fcenes ;  the  next  day, 
or  the  next  hour,  they  may  flafli  upon  us  ;  and  O  ! 
where  are  we  then  !  in  what  a  ftrange  world  !  among 
what  new  beings  !  and  what  fliall  we  then  be !  O  ! 
how  amazingly  transformed !  Should  you  fee  a  clod 
from  beneath  your  feet  rifing  and  brightening  into 
a  ftar,  or  fhining  like  the  noon-day  fun,  the  tranf- 
formation  would  not  be  half  fo  aftonilhing.  Then 
we  have  done  with  all  beneath  the  fun  !  all  the  little 
thins:s  of  this  triflins:  world  will  vanifli  at  once  like 
a  vapour ;  and  all  before  us  will  be  the  moft  impor- 
tant and  majeftic  realities.     Therefore, 

Fourthly,  How  aftonilhing  is  it  that  we  fliould 
think  fo  little  of  what  is  before  us  !  that  we  fhould 
ftill  ftumble  on  in  the  dark,  thoughtlefs  of  thefe  ap- 
proaching v/onders  !  Ye  fons  of  God,  what  are  you 
doing,  that  you  think  no  more  of  your  relation  to 
God,  and  your  heavenly  inheritance  ?  If  a  large  ef- 
tate,  or  the  government  of  a  kingdom  fhould  fall  to 
you  to-morrow,  and  you  were  told  of  it  before-hand, 
would  it  not  always  dwell  upon  your  thoughts,  and 
keep  you  awake  this  night  with  the  eager  profpeft  ? 
What !  would  things  comparatively  low  fix  your  at- 
tention ! 
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tention !  and  can  you  be  thoughtlefs  of  a  gloiy  and 
a  blifs  that  infinitely  furpafe  all  your  prefent  concep- 
tions ?  And  you,  unregenerate  finners,  thoiigh  I  can- 
not fay  you  are  near  to  glory,  yiet  I  may  allure  you, 
you  are  near  to  the  eternal  world,  and  all  its  folemn 
wonders  :  this  night  perhaps  you  may  be  there ;  and 
if  you  land  there  in  your  prefent  condition,  you  are 
undone,  you  are  ruined,  you  ^.re  inconceivably  mife- 
rable  for  ever.     Therefore, 

Fifthly,  O  finners,  why  do  you  not  labour  to  be- 
come the  fons  of  God  now  while  you  may  ?  Confider 
what  prodigies  of  mifery,  what  monuments  of  ven- 
geance you  will  foon  be,  if  you  continue  unregene- 
rate !  Alas  !  firs,  it  does  not  yet  appear  what  you 
fliall  foon  be,  otherwife  you  could  no  more  reft  in 
your  prefent  cafe  than  upon  the  top  of  a  maft,  or  upon 
burning  coals.  And,  poor  creatures !  have  you  a 
mind  to  be  initiated  into  thefe  horrid  myfteries  of 
woe,  and  be  taught  them  by  experience  ?  Will  not 
you  believe  the  repeated  declarations  of  eternal  truth, 
that  they  are  intolerably  dreadful,  and  that,  till  you 
are  the  fons  of  God,  till  you  are  born  again,  and  have 
the  difpofitions  of  children  towards  him,  you  cannot 
have  a  moment's  fecurity  for  efcaping  them  ?  Alas ! 
I  muft  pity  you  ;  and  I  call  upon  all  the  children  of 
God  to  pour  out  the  tears  of  their  compaflion  over 
you. 

Sixthly,  Let  me  call  upon  all  the  fons  of  God  in 
this  affembly  to  admire  his  love  in  conferring  this 
dignity  upon  them  :  Behold !  what  manner  of  love  is 
this  J  that  we  Jhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God!  Confider 
what  you  were,  guilty,  rebellious  creatures,  condemn- 
ed to  everlafting  tortures ;  and  you  will  own,  that 
to  be  juft  delivered  from  hell,  though  it  has  been  by 
annihilation,  would  be  an  inconceivable  favour  for 
you  :  but  for  you  to  be  the  fons  of  God,  to  be  m.ade 
glorious  beyond  the  reach  of  thought,  to  be  tranf- 
formed  into  happy  fomethings  that  ycu  can  now 
form  no  ideas  of^  and  this  too  at  the  expence  of  the 

Vol.  II.  S  s  blood 
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blood  of  God  J  what  love  is  this  !  Go  home,  and 
forget  it  if  you  can.  I  may  as  well  bid  you  live  with- 
out breathing  if  you  can. 

Seventhly,  Let  me  conclude  with  this  rcfleftion  : 
how  honourable,  how  happy,  how  glorious  are  the 
fons  of  God  !  how  immenfe  their  privileges !  how 
rich  their  inheritance !  Why  then  are  they  fo  back- 
ward to  enter  upon  it !  how  unaccountable,  how  ab- 
furd  their  eager  attachment  to  this  world,  and  their 
unwillingnefs  to  die !  Why  fo  much  airaid  of  afcend- 
ing  to  their  Father's  houfe  ?  Why  fo  ftiy  of  glory  and 
blifs  ?  Why  fo  fond  of  flavery  and  imprisonment  ? 
O  !  my  brethren,  be  always  on  the  wing,  ready  for 
flight,  and  be  always  looking  out,  and  crying,  Come^ 
Lord  Jefus^  come  quickly.     Amen. 


<as 


SERMON     XXXIV. 

A  SERMON  ON  THE  NEW  YEAR. 


Jer.  xxviii.  16.     This  year  thou  jhalt  die.  * 

WHILE  we  are  entering  upon  the  threfhold  of 
a  new  year  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  ftand, 
and  paufe,  and  take  a  ferious  view  of  the  occurren- 
ces that  may  happen  to  us  this  year >  that  we  may  be 
prepared  to  meet  them.  Future  contingencies  are  in- 
deed unknown  to  us  ;  and  this  ignorance  is  as  agree- 
able to  our  prefent  ftate,  and  as  conducive  to  our 
improvement  and  happinefs,  as  our  knowledge  of 
the  things  which  it  concerns  us  to  know.  But  though 
we  cannot  predict  to  ourfelves  the  particular  events 
that  may  befal  us,  yet  the  evejits  of  life  in  general, 

in 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  the  college  at  Naffau-Hall, 
and  confequently  to  a  number  of  young  perfons,  Jan.  i,  1761. 
The  Author  died  the  4th  of  February  following. 
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in  a  vague  indeterminate  view  are  not  fo  contingent 
and  unknowable  as  to  leave  no  room  for  rational  liip- 
pofitions,  and  probable  expectations.  There  are  cer- 
tain events  which  regularly  happen  to  us  every  year^ 
and  therefore  we  may  expeft  them  this  year.  There 
are  others  fometimes  occur  in  the  compafs  of  a  year, 
and  fometimes  do  not ;  fuch  are  many  of  the  blef- 
fings  and  afflictions  of  life ;  of  thefe  we  fhould  be  ap- 
prehenfive,  and  prepare  for  them.  And  there  are 
events  which  we  know  are  before  us,  and  wc  are  fure 
they  will  occur  :  but  at  what  particular  time  they 
will  happen,  whether  this  year  or  next,  whether  this 
day  or  to-morrow,  is  to  us  an  utter  uncertainty. 
Such  is  that  interefting  event  the  clofe  of  the  prefent 
life,  and  our  entrance  into  eternity.  That  we  mufl 
die,  is  as  certain  as  that  we  now  live ;  but  the  hour 
or  year  v/hen,  is  kindly  and  wifely  concealed  from 
us,  that  wc  may  be  always  ready,  and  ftand  in  the 
pofture  of  conftant  vigilant  expeftations  ;  that  we 
may  not  be  furprifed.  But  certainly  it  becomes  us 
to  reflect  ferioully  upon  the  mere  poflibility  of  this 
event  happening  this  year,  and  realize  to  ourfelves 
thofe  important  confequences  that  refult  from  this 
fuppofition.  The  mere  poflibility  of  this  may  jufl:ly 
aflecl  us  more  than  the  certain  expectation  of  any 
other  futurity.  And  it  is  not  only  poflible,  but  high- 
ly probable,  death  may  meet  fome  of  us  within  the 
compafs  of  this  year.  Yes,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
if  fome  prophet,  like  Jeremiah,  fliould  open  to  us  the 
book  of  the  divine  decrees,  one  or  other  of  us  would 
there  fee  our  fentence,  and  the  time  of  its  execution 
fixed.  Thus  faith  the  Lord — this  year  thou  Jhalt  die. 
There  fome  of  us  would  find  it  written,  *  This  year 
thou  flialt  enjoy  a  feries  of  profperity,  to  try  if  the 
goodncfs  of  God  will  lead  thee  to  repentance.'  Others 
might  read  this  melancholy  line,'^  This  year  fliall  be 
to  thee  a  feries  of  afiliftions  ;  this  year  thou  fhalt  lofe 
thy  dearefl:  earthly  fupport  and  comfort ;  this  year 
thou  flialt  pine  away  with  ficknefs,  or  agonize  with 

torturing 
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torturing  pain,  to  try  if  the  kind  feverities  of  a  fa- 
Cher's  rod  will  reduce  thee  to  thy  duty.'  Others,  I 
hope,  would  read  the  gracious  decree, '  This  year  thy 
ftubborn  fpirit,  after  long  refiftance,  fhall  be  fweetly 
conftrained  to  bow  to  the  defpifed  gofpel  of  Chrift. 
This  year  flialt  thou  be  born  a  child  of  God,  and  an 
heir  of  happinefs,  which  the  revolution  of  years  fliall 
never,  never  terminate.*  O  happy  and  glorious  event ! 
May  we  hope  this  mercy  is  referved  among  the  fe- 
crets  of  heaven  for  any  thoughtlefs  impenitent  finner 
among  us !  And  that  the  decree  will  bring  forth  this 
year !  this  year  which  finds  us  in  a  dead  fleep,  ftu- 
pidly  carelefs  of  our  everlafting  intereft,  and  which, 
if  like  the  preceding,  will  be  a  fcafon  of  thoughtlefs 
impenitence  and  prefumptuous  fecurity !  Others  per- 
haps would  read  this  tremendous  doom,  *  This  year 
my  fpirit,  fo  long  refilled,  fliall  ceafe  to  ftrive  with 
thee;  this  year  I  will  give  thee  up  to  thine  own  heart's 
lulls,  and  fwear  in  my  wrath  thou  flialt  not  enter  in- 
to my  reft.'  O  !  difmal  fentence  !  None  can  equal  it  in 
terror  but  one,  and  that  is,  depart  from  mc^  ye  curfed, 
into  everlajling  fire :  and  the  former  is  an  infallible 
prefage  of  the  latter.  Others  (O  !  let  our  fouls  dwell 
upon  the  thought !)  would  probably  find  the  doom 
of  the  falfe  prophet  Hananiah  pronounced  againfl: 
them  :  Thus  faith  the  Lord^  behold,  I  willcafi  thee  from 
off  the  face  of  the  earth  :  this  year  thoufhalt  die. 

This  year  you  may  die,  for  your  life  is  the  greateft 
uncertainty  in  the  world.  You  have  no  affurance  of 
another  year,  another  day,  or  even  another  moment. 

This  year  you  may  die,  becaufe  thoufands  have 
died  fince  the  laft  new  year's  day ;  and  this  year  will 
be  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  laft  ;  the  duration  of 
mortals  ;  a  time  to  die.  The  caufcs  of  death,  both 
in  the  human  conftitution  and  in  the  world  without, 
will  cxift  and  operate  in  this  year  as  well  as  in  the  laft. 

This  year  you  may  die  ;  for  thoufimds  of  others 
will  die  :  it  is  certain  they  will,  and  why  may  not 
you  ?  What  peculiar  fecurity  have  vou  to  confide  in  ? 

This 
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This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  are  young  \. 
for  the  regions  of  the  dead  have  been  crowded  with 
perfons  of  your  age  ;  and  no  age  is  the  leaft  fecurity 
againft  the  ftroke  of  death- 

This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  are  now  in 
heahh  and  vigour,  and  your  conftitiition  feems  to 
prbmife  a  long  life  ;  for  thoufands  of  fuch  will  be 
hurried  into  the  eternal  world  this  year,  as  they  have 
been  in  years  paft.  The  principles  of  death  may  be 
even  now  working  within  you,  notwithftanding  the 
feeming  firmnefs  of  your  conftitution  ;  and  you  may 
be  a  pale,  cold,  lifelefs  corpfe,  fooner  than  the  invalid 
whofe  life  is  apparently  near  its  clofe. 

This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  are  full  of  bu- 
finefs,  though  you  have  projected  many  fchemes, 
which  it  may  be  the  work  of  years  to  execute,  and 
which  afford  you  many  bright  and  flattering  prot 
ped:s.  Death  will  not  confult  your  leifure,  nor  be 
put  off  till  another  year,  that  you  may  accomplilh 
your  defigns.  Thoufands  have  died  before  you,  and 
will  die  this  year  amidft  their  golden  profpefts,  and 
while  fpinning  out  their  eternal  fchemes.  And  what 
has  happened  to  them  may  happen  to  you. 

This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  have  not  yet 
finifhed  your  education,  nor  fixed  in  life,  but  are  pre- 
paring to  appear  in  the  world,  and  perhaps  elated 
with  the  profpecl  of  the  figure  you  will  make  in  it. 
Many  fuch  abortive  ftudents  are  now  in  the  duft. 
Many  that  had  pafl'ed  through  a  b.borious  courfe  of 
preparation  for  public  life,  and  had  infpired  their 
friends,  as  well  as  themfelves,  with  high  hopes,  have 
been  fnatched  away  as  they  were  jufl  ftepping  upon 
the  ilage  :  and  this  may  be  your  doom  alfo- 

This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  are  not  pre- 
pared for  it.  When  death  fliows  you  his  warrant 
under  the  great  feal  of  Heaven,  it  will  be  no  excufe 
to  plead, '  i  am  not  ready.'  Though  the  confequence 
of  your  dying  unprepared  will  be  your  everlafting 
ruin,  yet  that  dreadful  conlideration  will  have  no 
weight  to  delay  the  execution*  This 
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This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  deliberately 
delay  your  preparation,  and  put  it  oflf  to  fome  future 
time.  You  may  fix  upon  the  next  year,  or  the  de- 
cline of  life,  as  the  feafon  for  rdigion  ;  but  that  time 
may  never  be  at  your  difpofal.  Others  may  live  ta 
fee  it,  but  you  may  be  ingulphed  in  the  boundlefs 
ocean  of  eternity  before  it  arrives,  and  your  time  for 
preparation  may  be  over  for  even 

'rhis  year  you  may  die,  though  you  are  unwilling 
to  admit  the  thought.  Death  does  not  flacken  his 
pace  tovirards  you,  becaufe  you  hate  him,  and  are 
afraid  of  his  approach*  Your  not  realizing  your  lat- 
ter end  as  near,  does  not  remove  it  to  a  greater  dif- 
tance.  Think  of  it  or  not,  you  muft  die  :  your  want 
of  thought  can  be  no  defence  -,  and  you  know  not 
how  foon  you  may  feel  what  you  cannot  bear  to 
think  of. 

This  year  you  may  die,  though  you  may  flrongly" 
hope  the  contrary,  and  flatter  yourfelf  with  the  ex- 
peftation  of  a  length  of  years.  You  will  not  perhaps 
admit  the  thought  of  a  fhort  abortive  life  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  this,  you  may  be  a  lifelefs  corpfe  before 
this  year  finifhes  its  revolution. 

Thus  it  appears  very  poiRble,  that  one  or  other  of 
us  may  die  this  year.  Nay,  it  is  very  probable,  as 
well  as  poflible,  if  we  confider  that  it  is  a  very  un- 
common, and  almoft  unprecedented  thing,  that  not 
one  fhould  die  in  a  whole  year  out  of  fuch  an  aflem- 
bly  as  this.  More  than  one  have  died  the  year  paft, 
who  made  a  part  of  our  afl'embly  lafl:  new  year's  day. 
Therefore  let  each  of  us  (for  we  know  not  on  whom 
the  lot  may  fall)  realize  this  poffibility,  this  alarming 
probability,  '  This  year  I  may  die.' 

And  what  if  you  fliould  ?  Surely  you  may  be  ftart- 
led  at  tais  queflion  :  for  O  !  the  furprizing  change  I 
O  !  the  important  confequences  ! 

If  you  fhould  die  this  year,  then  all  your  doubts, 
all  the  anxieties  of  blended  hopes  and  fears  about  your 
ftate  and  character  will  terminate  for  ever  in  full  con- 

vidion. 
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idftion.  If  you  are  impenitent  finners,  all  the  artifi- 
<:es  of  felf-flattery  will  be  able  to  make  you  hope 
better  things  no  longer  ;  but  the  dreadful  difcoverv 
will  flafli  upon  you  with  the  refiftlefs  blaze  of  intui- 
tive evidence.  You  will  fee,  you  will  feel  yourfelves 
fuch.  If  you  lie  under  the  condemnation  of  the  di- 
vine law,  you  will  no  longer  be  able  to  flatter  your- 
felves with  better  hopes  :  the  execution  of  the  penal- 
ty will  iadly  convince  you  of  the  tremendous  truth. 
To  difpute  it  would  be  to  difpute  the  deepeft  heart- 
felt fenfations  of  the  moft  exquifite  mifery.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  your  fears  and  doubts  are  the  ho- 
ncft  anxieties  of  a  fincere,  f^lf-diffident  heart,  ever 
jealous  of  itfelf,  and  afraid  of  every  miftake  in  a 
matter  of  fuch  vafl:  importance,  you  will  meet  with 
the  welcome  demonftration  of  your  fincerity,  and  of 
your  being  unqueilionably  the  favourites  of  Heaven. 
Senfation  will  afford  you  convidion ;  and  you  will 
believe  what  you  fee.  In  Ihort,  the  poflibiUty  that 
this  year  may  be  your  laft,  may  be  joyful  tidings  to 
you.  If  you  die  this  year,  this  year  you  fliall  be  in 
heaven,  imparadifed  in  the  bofom  of  God.  And  is 
it  poffible  your  falvation  is  fo  near !  Tranfporting 
thought ! 

It  would  be  eafy  to  enumerate  feveral  happy  confe- 
quences  of  death  with  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
fpent  their  life  in  preparation  for  it ;  and  the  near- 
nefs  of  death,  inftead  of  fl:riking  them  with  terror, 
may  heighten  the  tranfport  of  expeftation.  It  would 
>fafFord  me  no  fmall  pleafure  to  trace  thofe  bleiTed  con- 
fequences,  and  it  would  be  an  aft  of  kindnefs  and 
companion  to  the  heirs  of  heaven,  many  of  whom  go 
on  mourning  and  trembling  even  towards  the  regi- 
ons of  happinefs,  as  though  they  were  going  to  the 
place  of  execution,  and  anticipate  but  very  little  of 
thofe  infinite  pleasures  which  are  fo  near  at  hand. 
But  I  intend  to  devote  the  prefent  hour  chiefly  to 
the  fervice  of  apart,  perhaps  the  greater  part  of  my 
hearers,  who  are  in  a  more  dangerous  and  alarming 

fit  nation. 
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fituation,  I  mean  fuch  who  may  die  this  year,  and  yet 
are  not  prepared ;  fuch  who  are  as  near  to  hell  as 
they  are  to  death,  and  confequently  ftand  in  need  of 
the  moft  powerful  and  immediate  applications,  left 
they  be  undone  for  ever  beyond  recovery. 

To  you  therefore,  my  dear  brethren,  my  fellow- 
mortals,  my  fellow-candidates  for  eternity,  whofe 
everlafting  ftate  hangs  in  a  dread  fufpenfe,  who  have 
a  fecret  conviction  that  you  are  not  qualified  for  ad- 
miilion  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  who  cannot 
promife  yourfelves  that  you  fhall  not  fink  into  the  in- 
fernal pit  this  year,  but  upon  this  fuppofition,  which 
is  the  moft  precarious  and  doubtful  in  the  world, 
namely,  that  you  fhall  live  out  another  year  ;  to  you 
I  would  addrefs  myfelf  with  afFedtionate  tendernefs, 
and  yet  with  plainnefs  and  pungency.  And  I  beg 
your  moft  folemn  attention  to  an  affair  of  infinite 
moment,  to  which  yet  you  may  not  have  another 
year  to  attend. 

This  year  you  may  die :  and  fhould  you  die  this 
year,  you  will  be  for  ever  cut  off  from  all  the  pleafures 
of  life.  Then  farewell,  an  everlafting  farewell  to  all 
the  mirth  and  gaiety,  the  tempting  amufcments  and 
vain  delights  of  youth.  Farewell  to  all  the  pleafures 
you  derive  from  the  fenfes,  and  all  the  gratifications 
of  appetite.  This  year  the  fun  may  lofe  his  luftre  as 
to  you  ;  and  all  the  lovely  profpefts  of  nature  may  be- 
come a  difmal  blank.  To  you  mufic  may  lofe  all  her 
charms,  and  die  away  into  everlafting  filence  ;  and 
all  the  gratifications  of  the  palate  may  become  infipid. 
When  you  lie  in  the  cold  grave,  you  will  be  as  dead 
to  fuch  fenfations  as  the  clay  that  covers  you.  Then 
farewell  to  all  the  pompous  but  empty  pleafures  of 
riches  and  honours.  The  pleafures  both  of  enjoy- 
ment and  expectation  from  this  quarter  will  fail  for 
ever.     But  this  is  not  all. 

If  you  ihould  die  this  year,  you  will  have  no  plea- 
fures, no  enjoyments  to  fubftitute  for  thofe  you  will 
lofe.     Your  capacity  and  eager  thirft  for  happinefs 

will 
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will  continue,  nay,  will  grow  more  ftrong  and  violent 
in  that  improved  adult  Sate  of  your  nature.  And  yet 
you  will  have  no  good,  real  or  imaginary,  to  fatisfy 
it ;  and  confequently  the  capacity  of  happinefs  wiU 
become  a  capacity  of  mifery ;  and  the  privation  of 
pleafure  will  be  pofitive  pain.  Can  imagination  feign 
any  thing  more  wretched  than  a  creature  formed  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  infinite  good,  pining  away  for 
ever  with  hungry  raging  defires,  without  the  lean:  de- 
gree of  gratification!  banifhed  at  once  from  the  fu- 
preme  good,  and  from  all  the  created  enjoyments 
that  were  wont  to  be  poorly  fubftituted  in  his  flead ! 
Yet  this  may  be  your  cafe  in  the  fliort  compafs  of  the 
following  year.  O  !  what  a  terrible  change !  What 
a  prodigious  fall ! 

Should  you  die  this  year,  all  your  hopes  and  prot 
pedis  as  to  future  life  will  perifli  abortive.  Several  of 
you  now  are  in  a  ftate  of  education,  preparing  to  en- 
ter upon  the  ftage  of  the  world ;  and  you  are  perhaps 
often  pleafing  yourfelves  with  gay  and  magnificent 
dreams  about  the  figure  you  will  make  upon  it.  You 
may  be  planning  many  Ichemes  to  be  accomplifhed 
in  the  feveral  periods  of  a  long  life ;  and  are  perhaps 
already  anticipating  in  idea  the  pleafure,  the  profit, 
or  the  honour  you  expect  to  derive  from  their  execu- 
tion. In  thefe  fond  hopes  your  afie&ionate  parents, 
friends,  and  teachers  concur  with  generous  pleafure. 
But,  alas  !  in  the  fwift  revolution  of  this  beginning 
year,  all  thefe  fanguine  expeftations  and  pleafing 
profpefts  may  vanim  into  fmoke.  Youth  is  the  fea- 
fon  of  promife,  full  of  fair  bloffoms ;  but  thefe  fair 
bloffoms  may  wither,  and  never  produce  the  expeft- 
ed  fruits  of  maturity.  It  may  perhaps  be  the  defign 
of  Heaven,  that,  after  all  the  flattering  hopes  and  pro- 
jefts,  and  after  all  the  pains  and  expence  of  a  liberal 
education,  you  fhall  never  appear  upon  the  public 
flage  ;  or  that  you  fhall  vanim  away  like  a  phantom, 
as  foon  as  you  make  your  appearance.  Certainly  then 
you  fhould  extend  your  profpefts  beyond  the  limits 
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of  mortality ;  extend  them  into  that  world,  where 
you  will  live  to  execute  them,  without  the  rifk  of  a 
difapporntment !  Otherwdfe, 

If  you  die  this  year,  you  will  not  only  be  cut  oflF 
froni  all  the  flattering  profpefts  of  this  life,  but  from 
sill  hope  entirely,  and  for  ever.  If  you  die  in  your 
fins,  you  will  be  fixed  in  an  unchangeable  ftate  of  mi- 
fery ■;  a  ftate  that  will  admit  of  no  expeftation  but 
that  of  uniform,  or  rather  ever-growing  mifery ;  a 
ftate  that  excludes  all  hopes  of  making  a  figure,  ex- 
cept as  the  monuments  of  the  vindiftive  juftice  of 
God,  and  the  deadly  effects  of  fin.  How  affeding  is 
tlie  idea  of  a  promiung  youth  cut  oflF  from  the  land 
of  the  living  ufelefs  and  hopelefs  in  both  worlds  !  fal- 
len from  the  fiimmit  of  hope  into  the  gulph  of  ever- 
hfting  defpair  !  Yet  this  maytc  your  doom,  my  dear 
youth,  your  doom  this  very  year,  if  you  fhould  die 
in  your  fins. 

If  you  fliould  die  this  year,  then  all  the  eafe  and 
pleafure  you  now  derive  from  thoughtlefihefs,  felf- 
flattery,  and  fupprcfllng  the  teftimony  of  your  con- 
fciences,  will  forever  be  at  an  end.  You  will  then  be 
obliged  to  view  yourfelves  in  a  juft  light,  and  to 
know  the  very  worft  of  your  condition.  The  fecret 
plaudits  of  felf-flattery  will  be  for  ever  filenced,  and 
confcience  will  recover  itfelf  from  that  ftate  of  infen- 
fibility  into  which  you  have  caft  it  by  repeated  vio- 
lences, and,  as  exafperated  by  your  ill  treatment,  it 
will  become  your  everlafting  tormentor  ;  it  will  do 
nothing  but  accufe  and  upbraid  you  for  ever :  you 
will  never  more  be  able  to  entertain  fo  much  as  one 
favourable  thought  of  yourfelves.  And  what  a 
wretched  ftate  will  this  be !  for  a  man  to  be  felf-con- 
demned !  to  difapprove  of  his  whole  paft  conduft  !  to 
bf*  pleafcd  with  nothing  in  himfelf,  but  heartily, 
tAough  with  horror,  to  concur  in  the  comdemning 
lentence  of  the  fupreme  Judge,  and  the  whole  creati- 
on !  to  eftcem  himfelf  a  fool,  a  finner,  a  mean  fordid 
wretch }     an  enemy  to  himfelf,  and  the  whole  uni* 
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verfe  ;  a  felf-deftroyer,  an  outcaft  from  all  happiiiefs> 
and  from  the  fociety  of  all  happy  beings  ;  an  unlove- 
ly, odious,  ufelefs,  miferable,  defpairing  creature  for 
ever !  O  miferable  fituation  !  Does  it  not  alarm  you 
to  think  you  maybe  fo  near  it  ? 

If  you  Ihould  die  this  year,  you  will  be  deprived 
for  ever  of  all  the  means  of  falvation.     All  thefe  arc 
confined  to  the  prefent  life,  and  have  no  place  in  the 
world  of  eternal  punifliment.     There  the  thunders 
of  the  divine  law  roar ;  but  the  gentle  voice  of  the 
gofpel  never  founds.     Thqre  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  rends  the  prey ;  but  never  exhibits  himfelf  as 
a  Lamb  that  was  llain,  an  atonement  for  fin,  and  the 
Saviour  of  the  guilty.     There  confcience  exerts  its  / 
power,  not  to  excite  the  medicinal  anguifh  of  kindly 
repentance,but  the  hopelefs  horrors  of  everlafl:ing  det 
pair.     There  Jehovah  works,  but  not  to  enable  the 
finner  to  work  out  his  own  falvation,  but  to  touch  all 
the  fprings  of  painful  fcnfation,  and  open  all  the 
fources  of  mifery  in  the  criminal.     There  Mercy  no 
more  difi:ributes  her  bounties,  but  Jufl:ice  reings  in 
her  awful  rigours.     There  the  fanftifying  fpirit  no 
more  communicates  his  purifying,  all-healing  influen- 
ces, but  Sin,  the  great  ApoUyon,  diflufes  its  deadly 
poifon.     In  a  word,  when  you  leave  this  ftate  of  trial, 
all  the  difcipline  of  the  prefent  fl:ate,  all  your  advan- 
tages for  falvation,  all  the  means  of  grace,  and  all  the 
encouragements  of  hope  will  he  for  ever  removed 
out  of  your  reach  ;  and  confequently  all  poflibility 
of  your  falvation  wiU  ceafe  for  ever  ;  for  when  the 
neceflary  m.cans  are  taken  away,  the  end  becomes  ut- 
terly impoflible.     Therefore, 

If  you  Ihould  die  this  year,  all  your  hopes  of  hea- 
ven will  vanifh  for  ever.  No  more  happinefs  for  you ! 
You  have  received  your  portion  in  this  life,  a  few 
years  of  fordid,  unfatisfaftory  happinefs  ;  and  an  en- 
tire eternity  of  mifery,  permanent,  exquifite,  confum- 
mate  mifery  follows  behind !  NJ|  more  honour  for 
you,  but  Ihamc  and  everlafting  contempt.  No  more 
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intellediial  amufements  !  no  more  pleafing  ftndies ! 
no  more  gentle  beams  of  fdence !  but  the  blacknefs 
of  darknefs  for  ever !  intenfe  poring  upon  your 
hopelefs  wretchednefs !  tormenting  recollections  of 
your  paft  folly  and  madnefs  in  voluntarily  rufliing 
into  the  pit !  No  agreeable  companion !  no  fympa- 
thizing  friend !  no  relaxation !  no  pleafing  exercife  ! 
no  encouraging  profpecls  !  no  comforting  reviews  ! 
no  friendly  intercourfe  with  heaven  !  no  token  of 
love,  no  gift  of  grace  from  the  Father  of  mercy  ! 
none  of  the  confcious  joys  of  felf-approbation !  no 
hope  in  the  future  !  no  relief  from  the  paft !  no  re- 
fuge, no  efcape,  at  the  expence  of  exiftence,  into  the 
gulph  of  annihilation !  but  above,  an  angry  God  and 
a  loft  heaven  !  behind,  a  mif-fpent  life  and  opportu- 
nities of  falvation  irrecoverably  loft !  within,  a  guilty 
rcmorfeful  confcience,  an  implacable  felf-tormentor ! 
around,  malignant  enraged  ffhofts,  mutual  torment- 
ors !  before,  an  eternity  of  hopelefs  mifery,  extend- 
ing infinitely  beyond  the  ken  of  fight !  O  !  tremen- 
dous doom  !  who  can  bear  the  thought  ? 

And  is  it  poflible  it  fliould  be  fo  near  to  any  of  us  ? 
Where  is  the  unhappy  creature,  that  we  may  all  drop 
our  tears  over  him  ?  Where  is  he  ?  Rather,  where  is 
he  not  ?  An  impenitent  finner  is  almoft  every  where 
to  be  found ;  and  that  is  the  wretched  creature  who 
ftands  every  moment  upon  theflippery  brink  of  this 
horrible  precipice ;  and  this  year,  nay  this  hour,  for 
what  mortals  or  angels  know,  he  may  be  thrown 
down,  ingulphed  and  loft  for  ever. 

And  is  this  a  fafe  fituation  for  you,  thoughtlefs, 
fool-hardy  mortals  !  Does  it  become  you  in  fuch  a 
fituation  to  be  cheerful,  merry,  and  gay  ;  or  bufy, 
rcftlefs,  and  laborious  in  the  purfuits  ofthis  tranfitory 
life  ?  Does  it  become  you  to  dread  nothing  but  the 
difafters  and  calamities  of  the  prefent  ftate,  or  fpin 
out  your  eternal  fchemes  of  grandeur,  riches,  or  plea- 
fure,  in  hopes  to  accomplifh  them  within  the  narrow 
uncertain  limits  of  time  allotted  to  you  ?  Alas  !  be- 
fore 
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fore  another  year  has  run  its  hafly  round,  the  world 
and  all  that  it  contains,  all  its  ptirfuits  and  enjoy- 
ments, all  its  cares  and  forrows,  may  be  as  infignifii 
cant  to  you  as  the  grandeur  of  Gaefar,  or  the  riches 
of  the  world  before  the  flood.  Earthly  riches  or  po- 
verty, liberty  or  flavery,  honour  or  difgrace,  joy  ot 
forrow,  ficknefs  or  health,  may  in  this  year  become 
as  little  your  concern,  and  be  as  much  nothing  td 
you  as  to  your  coffin,  or  the  dufl:  that  fliall  cover  iti 
or  to  Judas  that  has  been  gone  to  his  own  place  a- 
bove  feventeen  hundred  years. 

Does  it  not  rather  become  you  to  turn  your  thoughts 
to  another  inquiry,  *  Is  it  poffible  for  me  to  efcape 
this  impending  danger  ?  Where,  how,  whence  may 
I  obtain  deliverance  ?*  If  you  are  not  defirous  fen- 
oufly  to  attend  to  this  inquiry,  it  will  be  to  no  pur» 
pofe  for  me  to  folve  it :  to  you  it  will  appear  as  a  fo- 
lemn  trifle,  or  an  impertinent  epifode.  But  if  you 
will  lay  it  to  heart,  if  you  will,  as  it  were,  give  me 
your  word  that  you  will  pay  a  proper  regard  to  it, 
I  fhall  enter  upon  the  folution  with  the  utmoft  ala- 
crity. 

I  aflure  you  then,  in  the  firfl:  place,  your  cafe  16 
not  yet  defperate,  unlefs  you  choofe  to  make  it  fo ; 
that  is,  unlefs  you  choofe  to  perfift  in  careleflhefs  and 
impenitence,  as  you  have  hitherto  done.  If  you  now 
begin  to  think  ferioufly  upon  your  condition,  to 
break  oflFfrom  your  fins,  and  attend  in  good  earneft 
upon  the  means  appointed  for  your  falvation,  there 
is  hope  concerning  you  ;  yes,  miferable  finners  I  there 
is  hope  that  this  year,  which  now  finds  you  in  fo  de- 
plorable a  fl:ate,  will  introduce  you  into  another,  un- 
der the  bleffing  of  Heaven,  fafe  from  all  danger,  and 
entitled  to  everlafliing  happinefs. 

I  prefume  you  all  know  fo  well  the  external  means 
you  fhould  ufe  for  your  falvation,  that  I  need  not 
particularly  direft  you  to  them.  You  all  know  that 
prayer,  reading,  and  hearing  the  word  of  God,  medi- 
tation upon  divine  things,  free  conference  with  fuch 

as 


326  A  Sermon  on  the  New  Tear*       Scrm^  34. 

as  have  been  taught  by  experience  to  dired  you  in 
this  difficult  work ;  you  all  know,  I  fay,  that  thefc 
are  the  means  inftituted  for  your  converfion  :  and 
if  you  had  right  views  of  things,  and  a  juft  temper 
towards  them,  you  would  hardly  need  inftruftion  or 
the  leaft  perfuafion  to  make  ufe  of  them.  But  to 
give  you  fuch  views,  and  infpirc  you  with  fuch  a 
temper,  this  is  the  difficulty.  O  !  that  I  knew  how 
to  undertake  it  with  fucceis  !  I  can  only  give  you 
fuch  direftions  as  appear  to  me  proper  and  falutary ; 
but  it  is  the  almighty  power  of  God  alone  that  can 
give  them  force  and  efficacy. 

You  muft  learn  to  think,  to  think  ferioufly  and 
folemnly  upon  your  danger,  and  the  neceffity  of  a 
foeedy  efcape-  You  muft  retire  from  the  crowd, 
from  talk,  diffipation,  buiine^,  and  amufement,  and 
convcrfe  with  yourfelves  alone  in  penfive  folitude. 

You  muft  learn  to  think  patiently  upon  fubjefts 
the  moft  melancholy  and  alarming,  your  prefent  guilt 
and  depravity,  and  your  dreadnil  doom  fo  near  at 
hand,  if  you  continue  in  your  prefent  condition* 
The  mind,  fond  of  cafe,  and  impatient  of  fuch  mor- 
tifying and  painful  thoughts,  will  recoil,  and  fly  off, 
and  feek  for  refuge  in  every  trifle  :  but  you  muft  ar- 
reft  and  confine  it  to  thefe  difagreeable  fubjects ;  you 
muft  force  upon  it  this  medicinal  pain,  as  you  often 
force  your  ftomach,  when  your  health  requires  it* 
There  is  not  any  morofenefs  in  this  advice  ;  no  ill- 
natured  defign  upon  your  pleafure  and  happinefs. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  intended  to  procure  you 
more  pleafure  and  happinefs  than  you  can  poffibly 
obtain  any  other  way  :  it  is  intended  to  prevent  ma- 
ny forrowful  days  and  years,  nay  a  complete  eterni- 
ty of  mifery.  The  alternative  propofed  to  you  is  not. 
Whether  you  fliall  feel  the  bitter  anguifli  of  repen- 
tance, or  not ;  whether  you  fliall  be  penfive  and  fe- 
rious,  or  not ;  whether  you  fliall  think  upon  gloomy 
and  alarming  fubjefts,  or  not :  This  is  not  at  all  the 
ftate  of  the  cafe ;  for  you  muft  feel  the  forrows  of 
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repentance  ;  you  muft  be  thoughtful  and  penfive ; 
you  muft  confine  your  minds  to  fubjefts  of  terror  r 
you  muft,  whether  you  will  or  not ;  it  is  utterly  una- 
voidable. But  the  only  alternative  propofed  to  your 
choice  is,  Whether  you  will  voluntarily  fubmit  to 
the  kindly,  hopeful,  medicinal,  preventive  forrows  of 
repentance  in  this  ftate  of  trial,  which  will  iffue  in 
everlafting  joy ;  or  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  det 
pairing  pangs,  and  ufelefs  deftruftive  horrors  of  too 
late  a  repentance  in  the  eternal  world  ;  which  will 
only  torment  you,  but  not  fave  you  ;  which  will  be 
your  punifliment,  and  not  a  mean  of  your  reformat 
tion,  or  a  preparative  for  happinefs.  Whether  you 
will  confine  your  thoughts  for  a  time  to  the  con- 
templation of  your  prefent  miferable  circumftances; 
while  hope  irradiates  even  the  darkeft  gloom  of  diC. 
couragement,  and  the  gofpel  opens  fuch  bright  and 
inviting  profpefts  beyond  thofe  melancholy  views 
that  now  firft  prefent  themfelves  to  your  thoughts  ; 
or  whether  you  will  choofe  to  pine  away  a  doleful 
eternity  in  fuUen,  intenfe,  hopelefs  porings  upon  your 
remedilefs  mifery,  in  pale  reviews  of  paft  folly,  and 
Clocking  furveys  of  endlefs  ages  of  woe  before  you. 
This  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe ;  and  can  vou  be  at 
a  lofs  what  choice  to  make  !  Does  not  the  voice  of' 
reafon,  the  voice  of  confcience,  of  felf-intereft  and 
felf-love,  as  well  as  the  voice  of  God,  direft  you  to 
choofe  a  few  ferious,  fad,  folemn,  forrowful,  peni- 
tent hours  now,  rather  than  to  invert  the  choice,  and. 
to  purchafe  a  few  hours  of  prefumptuous  eafe  at  the 
expence  of  a  wretched,  defpairing  eternity  ?  O  choofe 
life,  that  you  may  live.  While  you  indulge  a  trifling 
levity  of  mind,  and  a  roving  diffipation  of  thought, 
there  is  no  hope  you  will  ever  ferioufly  attend  to 
your  moft  important  intereft,  or  ufe  the  means  of 
grace  in  earneft.  Hence  it  is  that  I  have  made  it  fo 
much  my  endeavour  to-day  to  make  you  ferious  and 
thoughtful.  To  enforce  this,  let  me  repeat  what  I 
think  cannot  but  have  fome  eficd  j  efpecially  as  it 

comes 
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comes  not  from  the  priefthood,  but  the  court ;  and 

from  a  courtier  as  eminent  as  England  ever  boafted* 

*  Jih !  my  friends  !  while  we  laugh,  all  things  are 

*  ferix)us  round  about  us.    God  is  ferious,  who  exer- 

*  cifc.ih  patience  towards  us :    Chriil  is  ferious,  who 

*  ihejd  his  blood  for  us :  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  ferious 

*  w^ao  ftriveth  againft  the  obftinacy  of  our  hearts  : 

*  tlie  holy  Scriptures  bring  to  our  cars  the  moft  fe- 

*  rious  things  in  the  world :  the  holy  Sacraments  re« 

*  urefent  the  moft  ferious  and  awfril  matters :  the 

*  whole  creation  is  ferious  in  ferving  God  and  us  : 
*'  all  that  are  in  heaven  or  hell  are  ferious : — ^How 

*  then  can  we  be  gay  ?' 

I  pray  you,  my  dear  brethren,  yield  an  immediate 
compliance.  Do  not  delay  this  great  affair  for  ano- 
ther year,  till  you  are  fure  you  fhall  live  another  year. 
You  may  perhaps  have  time  enough  before  you  to 
work  out  your  falvation,  if  you  immediately  begin 
to  improve  it ;  but,  if  you  loiter,  you  may  periih 
for  want  of  time  ;  the  riches  of  the  world  will  not 
be  able  then  to  redeem  one  of  thofe  precious  hours 
you  now  fquander  away. 

Let  me  now  make  you  one  of  the  moft  reafonable, 
falutary,  and  advantageous  propofals  that  heaven  it* 
felf  can  make  to  you  ;  and  that  is.  That  you  endea- 
vour  to  enter  upon  this  new  year  as  new  creatures. 
Let  the  old  man  with  his  affections  and  lufts  die  with 
the  old  year.  Let  the  time  pajh  af  your  life  more  than 
fuffice  you  to  have  wrought  the  will  ofthefiejh.  Whatpro^ 
Jit  had  you  then  in  thofe  things  of  which  youfhouldnow  be 
afhamed  ?  How  fliocking  the  thought  that  your  old 
guilt  fhould  follow  you  into  the  new  year,  and 
haunt  you  in  future  times !  O  begin  this  year  as  you 
would  wilh  to  end  your  life  !  Begin  it  fo  as  to  give 
hopes  that  your  future  time  will  be  fo  fpent  as  to 
render  death  harmlefs,  and  even  welcome  to  you. 

Let  the  poffibility  fuggefted  in  my  text  have  due 

weight  with  you  ;  1  his  year  you  may  die. 

But 
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But  perhaps  fome  of  you  may  be  inverting  this 
confideration,  and  whifpering  to  yourfelves,  *  This 

*  year  I  may  not  die  :*  and  therefore  there  is  no  imme- 
diate neceffity  of  preparation  for  death.  But  what  if 
you  fhould  not  die  this  year,  if  you  ftill  delay  the 
great  work  for  which  your  time  is  given  you  ?  Alas  ! 
if  you  perfift  in  this,  one  would  think  it  can  give  you 
but  little  pleafure  whether  you  die  this  year  or  not  ? 
What  end  will  your  life  anfwer,  but  to  add  to  your 
guilt,  and  increafe  your  punifliment  ?  What  fafety 
can  another  year  afford  you,  when  you  muft  die  at 
laft  ?  What  valuable  end  do  you  intend  to  anfwer  in 
future  life  ?  Do  you  purpofe  to  fpend  this  year  as 
you  have  done  your  paft  years  ?  What  I  in  offending 
your  God  !  abufing  his  mercies  !  negleding  the  pre- 
cious feafons  of  grace !  hardening  yourfelves  more 
and  more  in  impenitence !  adding  fin  to  fin,  and 
trcafuring  up  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath  !  Is  it 
worth  your  while  to  live  for  fuch  horrid,  prepofterous 
purpofes  as  thefe  ?  Can  you  wifli  for  another  year 
with  thefe  views  ?  Could  you  venture  to  pray  for 
It  ?  Will  the  prayer  bear  to  be  put  into  words  ? 
Come,  put  on  the  hardinefs  of  an  infernal  ghoft,  that 
you  may  be  able  to  fupport  yourfelves  under  the  hor- 
ror of  the  found.  *  Thou  fupreme  Excellence !  Thou 

*  Author  of  my  being,  and  all  my  powers  !  Thou 

*  Father  of  all  my  mercies  !  Thou  righteous  Judge 

*  of  the  world !  I  have  fpent  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty 

*  years  in  difplcafing  thee  and  ruining  myfelf ;  but 

*  I  am  not  yet  fatisfied  with  the  pleafures  of  fuch  a 

*  conduft.     Grant  me,  Ipray  thee,  another  year  to 

*  fpend  in  the  fame  manner.     Grant  me  more  mcr- 

*  cies  to  abufe  ;  more  time  to  mifpend  ;  more  means 
^  of  grace  to  negleft  and  profane.*  Could  you  now 
fall  on  your  knees,  and  prefent  fuch  petitions  to  Hea- 
ven ?  Surely  you  could  not.  Surely  your  frame  would 
fliudder ;  nay,  would  not  the  heavens  gather  black- 
nefs,  and  the  earth  tremble  at  the  found !  But  have 
your  temper  and  practice  no  language.     Language 

Voj-.  JL  U  u  exprefifes 
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exprcffes  the  thoughts  and  intentions  of  the  mind ; 
and  are  not  the  habitual  temper  and  practice  a  more 
certain  difcovery  of  the  thoughts  and  intentions  than 
mere  words  ?  Words,  which  may  be  fpoken  without 
a  thought,  or  in  a  paffion,  and  which  may  foon  be 
heartily  retracted.  But  the  temper  and  practice  is 
a  fleady  and  fure  rule  of  judging,  and  decifive  of  a 
man^s  predominant  character.  Therefore,  while  your 
temper  and  practice  are  agreeable  to  fuch  a  prayer  ; 
that  is,  while  you  are  difpofed  to  fpend  your  time  that 
God  gives  you  in  fin  and  impenitence,  you  are  per- 
petually infulting  Heaven  with  fuch  petitions,  and 
that  too  in  a  manner  much  more  expreiuve  and  ftrong 
than  if  you  fliould  utter  them  in  words.  And  can 
you  quietly  bear  the  thought  of  this  horrid  blafphe- 
my,  which  you  are  conftantly  breathing  out  againft 
Heaven  ?  Can  you  wifli  and  pray  for  another  year 
for  this  purpofe  ?  What  though  you  fliould  not  di^ 
this  year  ?  Will  this  exempt  you  from  death  in  ano- 
ther, or  from  the  punifliment  of  a  mifpent  life  ?  Alas ! 
no  y  this  will  only  render  you  a  greater  criminal, 
and  a  more  mifcrable  wretch  in  eternity.  One  year 
of  finning  will  mal^e  a  dreadful  addition  to  your  ac- 
count. 

Therefore  conclude,  every  one  for  himfelf, '  It  is 
'  of  little  importance  to  me  whether  I  die  this  year, 
'  or  not ;  but  the  only  important  point  is,  that  I 

*  make  a  good  ufe  of  my  future  time,  whether  it  be 

*  longer  or  fliorter.'  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  only 
way  to  fecure  a  happy  new  year  ;  a  year  of  time» 
tliat  will  lead  the  way  to  an  happy  eternity. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     XXXV. 

AN    ENROLMENT   OF   OUR    NAMES    IN    HEAVEN,    TH5^ 

NOBLEST    SOURCE    OF   JOY* 


Luke  x.  20.  Nofwithjlanding^  in  this  rejoice  not^  that 
the  fpirits  are  fiibjedl  to  .you;  hut  rather  rejoice  be-- 
caufe  your  names  are  %vritten  in  heaven.  * 

THIS  Is  the  anfwer  Chrift  gave  to  his  difcipleSr 
when  returned  from  their  miflion,  flufhed  with 
victory  over  the  moft  mighty  and  moft  mahgnant 
enemies,  the  infernal  poweVs-  Lord,  fay  they,  even 
the  devils  are  fuhjecl  to  us,  through  thy  name.  This  they^ 
probably  mentioned  with  a  tindure  of  vanity,  and, 
were  fecretly  proud  of  their  new  power,  which  their 
Mafter  had  given  them.  Though  they  owned  it  was 
his  gift,  they  gloried  in  it,  as  conferring  fome  new^ 
honour  and  dignity  upon  themfeives.  And  proba- 
bly, like  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  their  head's 
were  filled  with  notions  of  the  temporal  kingdom  of 
the  Mefliah,  and  his  conquefts  over  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth  in  favour  of  the  Jews  ;  and  inferred  that 
they  Ihouldhave  an  irrefiftible  power  over  their  ene- 
mies on  earth,  from  the  power  they  had  been  en- 
abled to  exercife  over  evil  fpirits,  fo  much  more 
mighty,  and  feemingly  unconquerable. 

Their  Lord  and  Mafter,  among  other  things  in 
his  anfwer,  checks  this  fecret  vanity,  and  points  out 
to  them  a  fuperior  caufe  of  joy.  Rejoice  not  in  this  / 
that  is,  rqoice  not  fo  much  as  you  do,  rejoice  not 
principally  in  this,  that  the  fpirits  (that  is  evil  fpirits) 
are  fubje^l  to  you  ;  but  rather  rejoice,  becaufe  your  names 
are  written  in  heaven  ;  as  if  he  fliould  fay,  "  Though 

you 
•  A  Sermon  preached  at  Hanover,  in  Virginia.  Jan,  14,  1759. 
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•you  may  fafely  rejoice  in  the  viftory  you  have  ob- 
tained through  my  name  over  the  powers  of  hell, 
yet  you  ought  to  take  care  that  it  be  not  a  vain,  felf- 
iih,  carnal  joy,  a  joy  fpringing  from  the  gratififation 
of  your  own  ambition.  And  take  care  alfo,  that  it 
does  not  run  into  excefs :  for  I  will  fliew  you  a  much 
greater  caufe  of  joy  than  even  this  \  and  that  is,  that 
your  names  are  written  in  heaven.  It  is  poflible, 
that  while  you  are  calling  the  devil  out  of  the  bo- 
dies of  others,  your  own  fouls  may  be  under  his  pow- 
er, and  you  may  be  his  miferable  flaves  for  ever.  But 
fince  your  names  are  written  in  heaven,  you  are  fafe ; 
and  that  is  caufe  of  joy  indeed.  Rejoice  in  this  above 
all  other  things/* 

How  fhould  we  rejoice,  and  perhaps  boaft,  if  the 
mighty  powers  of  hell  were  fubjeft  unto  us,  and  we 
could  make  them  fly  at  a  word  !  But  the  meaneft 
chriftian  is  more  happy  than  this,  and  has  caufe  of 
greater  joy. 

For  the  farther  explication  of  the  text,  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  inquire.  What  is  meant  by  their  names 
being  written  in  heaven  ? 

Heaven  is  here  compared  to  a  city  or  corporation, 
in  which  a  lift  or  record  is  kept  of  all  the  citizens  or 
freemen  who  are  entitled  to  its  privileges  and  im- 
munities. And  therefore,  to  have  our  names  writ- 
ten in  heaven,  fignifies,  to  be  citizens,  or  freemen  of 
the  heavenly  city  j  that  is,  to  have  a  right  to  an  in- 
heritance there,  and  to  all  its  privileges  and  enjoy- 
ments. 

This  naturally  fuggefts  a  very  important  inquiry, 
the  decifion  of  which  may  hold  us  all  in  an  anxious 
fufpenfe :  "  How  may  I  know  (may  each  of  us  afk) 
whether  my  unworthy  name  be  written  in  heaven  ? 
who  can  open  and  read  the  records  of  heaven,  and 
fhew  me  whether  my  name  is  regiftered  there  ?'* 

I  anfwer,  This  is  a  fecret  that  may  be  difcovered ; 
for  all  that  have  their  names  written  in  heaven,  may 
be  diftinguiihed  by  their  charaders,  their  temper, 

and 
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and  practice,  while  upon  earth.   And  their  charadcrs 
are  fuch  as  thefe. 

1.  They  are  deqply  fenfible  of  the  vanity  of  all 
earthly  things,  and  that  heaven  alone  is  a  fufficient 
portion  and  happinefs.  All  that  are  regiftered  as 
citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jenifalem  have  a  fixperlative 
eftcem  of  that  privilege,  and  count  all  things  but  lois 
in  comparifon  of  it.  Matt.  vii.  24 — 26.  and  xiii.  45, 
46.  And  is  this  your  chirafter  ?  Are  your  hearts 
in  heaven  ?  or  are  your  higheft  afieftions  confined  to 
the  earth  ? 

2.  All  that  have  their  names  written  in  heaven 
have  a  heavenly  nature  ;  a  nature  very  diflferent  from 
that  of  the  men  of  this  world,  and  like  that  of  the 
citizens  of  heaven.  And  is  this  your  temper  ?  or  is 
it  earthly  and  fenfual  ? 

3.  All  that  have  their  names  written  in  heaven* 
have  a  peculiar  love  for  all  their  fellow-citizens,  who 
are  heirs  of  heaven.  They  love  them  as  members  of 
the  fame  corporation  with  themfelves.  i  John  iii.  1 4. 

4.  If  your  names  are  written  in  heaven,  it  is  the 
chief  bufinefs  and  concern  of  your  life  to  obtain  an 
intereft  in  heaven.  This  is  not  the  object  of  languid, 
lazy  wiihes,  or  of  lukewarm,  fpiritleis  prayers ;  but 
of  your  vigorous,  anxious,  perfevering  defires.  And 
do  you  thus  feek  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Matt,  x* 
12.  Luke  xvi.  16. 

Thefe  marks  muft  fuffice  at  prefent  to  affift  you  in 
felf-examination  j  and  I  beg  you  would  bring  thenx 
to  your  hearts,  and  fee  if  they  will  ftand  this  teft. 

If  your  names  are  written  in  heaven,  then  my  text 
authorizes  me  to  tell  you,  this  is  the  greateft  caufe  of 
joy  you  can  poffible  have  ;  a  joy  that  may  fwallow 
up  every  other  joy.     But  on  the  other  hand. 

If  your  names  are  not  written  in  heaven,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  world  that  can  happen  to  you,  that 
can  be  a  caufe  of  rational,  lafling  joy  to  you. 

1.  If  your  names  are  written  in  heaven,  this  is  the 
greateft  caufe  of  joy  you  can  poffible  have  j  a  joy 

that 
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that  may  fwallow  up  every  other  joy .• — This  will  ap- 
pear by  an  induftion  of  particulars. 

Are  you  rich  in  this  world  ?  Has  God  bleffed  your 
induftry  and  frugality,  fo  that  you  are  in  eafy,  afflu- 
ent drcumftances  ?  This  is  caufe  of  joy  and  gratitude 
to  God,  as  it  furnifhes  you  with  the  materials  of 
earthly  happinefs,  frees  you  from  many  anxieties  and 
painful  wants,  and  puts  it  in  you  power  to  enjoy  the- 
generous  pleafure  of  doing  good  with  your  fubftance. 
But  what  is  this,  when  compared  with  the  bleffing  of 
the  fanftified  ufe  of  riches,  and  the  affurance  that. 
God  has  given  you,  that  all  things  Ihall  work  toge- 
ther for  your  good !  what  is  this  to  the  unfearchablc 
riches  of  Chrift,  and  that  fulnefs  of  grace  and  glory, 
in  which  you  have  an  intereft  !  Rejoice  more  in  this 
than  in  thoufands  of  gold  and  filver. 

Or  if  you  are  not  in  affluent  circumftances,  arc 
you  above  extreme  want,  and  able  by  your  labour 
and  induftry  to  provide  yourfelves  and  your  depen- 
dents with  the  neceflaries  of  life  ?  This  is  the  happi- 
nefs of  moft,  even  of  the  poor  in  our  country  :  and 
this  is  caufe  of  joy.  But  what  is  this  to  the  happinefs 
of  having  provifion  made  for  your  fubfiftence  thro* 
cverlafting  ages  !  Is  it  not  fuperior  caufe  of  joy,  that 
when  you  are  ftript  of  all  the  enjoyments  of  thepre- 
fent  life,  you  fliall  alfo  be  delivered  from  all  its  wants 
and  labours,  and  fliall  not  only  have  a  bare  fufficien- 
cy,  but  a  rich  overflowing  abundance  of  happinefs, 
equal  to  the  capacities  of  your  fouls  in  their  highefl: 
enlargements.  In  this  you  may  warrantably  rejoice,, 
and  you  cannot  run  into  excefs. 

Do  you  enjoy  health  of  body  ?  In  this  rejoice :  but 
how  trifling  a  caufe  of  joy  is  this  to  that  of  your  fouls 
being  in  health  and  profpcring,  and  bearing  the  fymp- 
toms  of  immortal  life  and  vigour  ? 

Are  your  bodies  free  from  diabolical  pofleffion  ? 
Rejoice  not  fo  much  in  this,  but  rather  rejoice  that 
the  devil  is  caft  out  of  your  fouls,  and  that  you  are 
not  under  his  fpiritual  tyranny^ 

Are 
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Are  you  happy  in  your  friends  and  relations,  and 
every  domeftic  blefling  ?  Rejoice  not  fo  much  in  this 
as  that  you  have  the  moft  honourable  relations  and 
friends  in  heaven.  God  is  your  father;  Chrift  is 
your  Saviour,  your  elder  Brother,  your  Friend  ;  thte 
Holy  Ghoft  is  your  Sanftifier  ;  the  angels  and  all  thdf 
faints  are  your  fellow-fervants,  your  brethren  of  the 
fame  houmold  of  God. 

Do  you  rejoice  in  the  falvation  of  your  country^ 
and  that  you  are  delivered  from  the  hands  of  your 
favage  and  perfidious  enemies  on  earth  ?  Rather  re- 
joice that  you  are  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  fin 
and  Satan,  and  from  the  condemnation  of  the  divine 
law. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  our  forces  have  been  viftori- 
ous  over  our  enemies  ?  Rather  rejoice  in  the  viftory 
which  the  Captain  of  your  falvation  has  gained  for 
you  over  your  fpiritual  enemies.  Rather  rejoice  in- 
the  vidory  you  are  enabled  to  gain  over  fin,  Satan^ 
and  the  world,  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Ra- 
ther rejoice  to  fee  your  lufts  flain,  or  at  leaft  mortally 
wounded,  and  dying  in  your  hearts. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  you  have  the  profpeft  of  li- 
ving in  fafety  and  peace  in  youf  country  ?  Rather 
rejoice  that  you  have  peace  of  confcience,  and  peace 
with  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  that  you  fhall 
enter  into  everlafting  peace  whenever  you  leave  this 
reftlefs  world. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  your  earthly  pofleflions,  your 
property  and  liberty  are  fafe?  Rather  rejoice  that, 
your  heavenly  inheritance  is  fafe  ;  and  that  whatever 
becomes  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  you  have 
a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  fliaken,  eternal  in  the 
heavens. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  you  live  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  good  king  ?  and  that  you  enjoy  the  blet. 
fings  of  our  happy  conftitution  ?  This  is  a  peculiar 
happinefs  indeed ;  but  rejoice  not  fo  niuch  in  this,  as 
that  you  are  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  kings,  and 

under 


t  ;r    -(t  Ez':'wMf  tfour  Names  in  Heaven^  Serm.  35. 

u:>r:r  i  iifrer.ution  of  grace,  and  the  government  of 
t  V..*..-::.^'i  2"-V  Li:rd  reignetb :  let  the  earth  rejoice. 
rii..T  \-^.:.  '•  Rejoice,  above  all,  in  this,  that  you 
^i  -:.  \\^*^r  Jiftiirs  are  under  the  direftion  of  a  divine 
>j.r*t.  :h-t  ^^'i^'  manage  all  for  your  good.  Rejoice 
::u:  .-r  .\^:\c:  you  ihall  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  the 
hr:^  r: ^v  K:::^.  ind  fee  him  in  all  his  glory. 

;V  ^.'J  rfioice  that  your  life  is  prolonged,  while 
:>  nurv  ire  dropping  into  the  grave  around  you  ? 
S*:h^*r  woice  that  you  are  not  to  live  always  in  this 
».•::  -ATcichcd  world.  Rejoice  that  death  itfelf,  your 
h"":  ^r-i^-^.v.  will  not  be  able  to  do  you  any  lafting  in- 
iu^^  •  ^"^J  '^^'y  <^onvey  you  home  to  your  Father's 
V*j:i\  :ir.J  the  full  poffeffion  of  your  heavenly  inhe- 

rir^nce. 

l\i  you  rejoice  that  you  enjoy  the  gofpel  and  the 

iReons  of  !il\"ation,  and  that  thefe  invaluable  bleffings 

jit  no:  likely  to  be  torn  from  you  by  the  hands  of 

lnjian  favages  and  Popifti  idolaters  ?  This  indeed  is 

^oie  of  rejoicing  ;  but  how  much  more  ought  you 

Witjoice  tnat  the  gofpel  and  the  means  of  falvation 

lit  made  effectual  by  divine  grace  for  your  conver- 

^  and  fanftification  !  Many  enjoy  them  as  well  as 

x^^  to  whom  they  are  of  no  fcrvice,  but  an  occa- 

JloQof  more  aggravated  guilt  and  ruin. 

tet  me  therefore  perfuade  you  to  rejoice,  not  only 

•   n  1  privilege,  but  as  a  duty.     God  enjoins  it  upon 

'  ^  by  the  fame  authority  by  which  he  requires  you 

^  TTftXf^  or  to  love  himfelf  or  your  neighbour.     Be 

^i  M0iM  tie  Lord  and  rejoice^  ye  righteous  ;  and  Jhoutfor 

ar   •if'/'  '^^'  ^^^  upright  in  heart.     Pfalm.  xxxii.  11. 
'  ^^imermore :  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  ;  and  again j 
1  Theff.  V.  1 6.  It  is  decent  and  congru- 
^qu  flxould  now  rejoice  in  that,  in  which 
\^ce  for  ever.     And,  on  the  other  hand, 
inbecoming  that  you  fliould  walk  to- 
melancholy  and  dejefted,  as  if  you 
^[hc  place  of  execution.     Let  finners 
Lourn,  and  weep,  who  ft  and  every 

moment 
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moment  on  the  flippery  brink  of  eternal  mifery.  Sor- 
row and  lamentation  become  their  circumftances. 
But  will  you  always  mourn  and  droop,  who  ftand 
every  moment  on  the  threfliold  of  heaven,  and  know 
not  but  you  may  be  there  before  another  fun  fliall 
rife  ?  how  indecent  is  this  !  Therefore  rejoice  with 
all  your  hearts,  that  your  worthlefs  names  are  writ- 
ten in  heaven.  This  is  greater  caufe  of  joy  than  if 
they  were  regiftered  in  the  annals  of  fame,  or  among 
princes  of  the  blood  royal. 

And  do  not  excufe  yourfelves  from  this  agreeable 
duty,  by  faying,  "  I  would  rejoice,  if  I  were  ixxr^ 
my  name  is  written  in  heaven  :  but,  alas  !  I  am  not." 
For  is  not  this  uncertainty  your  own  fault  ?  the  ef- 
fect of  your  own  negligence  ?  Befides  have  you  not 
ibme  cheerful  hopes  and  probabilities,  and  even  fome 
tranfient  affurance  ?  and  is  not  this  caufe  of  joy  to 
creatures  that  deferve  to  be  left  under  the  pangs  of 
everlafting  defpair  ? 

Let  me  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  tell  you,  th^t 
you  fhould  rejoice  that  your  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  not  only  more  than  in  all  other  caufes  of  joy, 
but  alfo  in  oppofition  to  all  caufes  of  forrow. 

What  though  you  are  poor  in  this  world,  when 
the  heavenly  inheritance  is  yours  ?  That  you  are  def- 
.pifed  among  men,  when  you  have  the  honour  of 
being  the  fons  of  God  ?  That  you  are  weak,  or  lick 
and  pained  in  body,  when  your  fouls  are  recovering 
from  the  deadly  difeafe  of  fin  ?  That  your  are  the 
.flaves  of  men,  when  you  are  free  of  the  heavenly  ci- 
ty, members  of  the  fame  corporation  with  the.armies 
of  heaven,  and  fliarers  in  the  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  That  your  enemies  fhould  prove  victorious 
over  you  upon  earth,  when  you  flidl  certainly  over- 
come at  laft  ?  That  your  mortal  relations  and  friends 
die,  when  your  heavenly  Father  and  all  your  fpiritual 
kindred  live,  and  you  cannot  be  bereaved  of  them  ? 
In  fhort,  what  though  you  endure  all  the  affliftions 
that  can  crowd  upon  one  man  in  tjie  prefent  life. 
Vol.  II.  X  X  when 
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under  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  and  the  government  of 
a  Mediator.  The  Lord  reigneib :  let  the  earth  rejoice. 
Pfalm  xcvii.  i.  Rejoice,  above  all,  in  this,  that  you 
and  all  your  affairs  arc  under  the  direftion  of  a  divine 
hand,  that  will  manage  all  for  your  good.  Rejoice 
that  ere  long  you  fliall  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  the 
heavenly  King,  and  fee  him  in  all  his  glory. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  your  life  is  prolonged,  while 
fo  many  are  dropping  into  the  grave  around  you  ? 
Rather  rejoice  that  you  are  not  to  live  always  in  this 
moft  wretched  world.  Rejoice  that  death  itfelf,  your 
laft  enemy,  will  not  be  able  to  do  you  any  lafting  in- 
jury, but  only  convey  you  home  to  your  Father's 
houfe,  and  the  full  poffeffion  of  your  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  you  enjoy  the  gofpel  and  the 
means  of  falvation,  and  that  thefe  invaluable  bleffings 
are  not  likely  to  be  torn  from  you  by  the  hands  of 
Indian  favages  and  Popifti  idolaters  ?  This  indeed  is 
caufe  of  rejoicing  j  but  how  much  more  ought  you 
to  rejoice  that  the  gofpel  and  the  means  of  falvation 
are  made  efFeclual  by  divine  grace  for  your  conver- 
fion  and  fanftification  !  Many  enjoy  them  as  well  as 
you,  to  whom  they  are  of  no  fervice,  but  an  occa- 
fion  of  more  aggravated  guilt  and  ruin. 

Let  me  therefore  perfuade  you  to  rejoice,  not  only 
as  a  privilege,  but  as  a  duty.  God  enjoins  it  upon 
you  by  the  fame  authority  by  which  he  requires  you 
to  pray,  or  to  love  himfelf  or  your  neighbouri  Be 
glad  in  the  Lord  and  rejoice^  ye  righteous  ;  and  Jhoutfor 
joy  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart •  Pfalm.  xxxii.  11. 
Rejmce  evermore :  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  ;  and  again j 
I /ay  J  rejoice.  1  Theff.  v.  1 6.  It  is  decent  and  congru- 
ous that  you  Ihould  now  rejoice  in  that,  in  which 
you  fliall  rejoice  for  ever.  -Aiid,  on  the  other  hand. 
It  is  highly  unbecoming  that  you  fliould  walk  to- 
wards heaven  melancholy  and  dejefted,  as  if  you 
were  going  to  the  place  of  execution.  Let  finners 
be  afflicted,  and  mourn,  and  weep,  who  Hand  every 
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moment  on  the  flippery  brink  of  eternal  mifery.  Sor- 
row and  lamentation  become  their  circumftances. 
But  will  you  always  mourn  and  droop,  who  ftand 
every  moment  on  the  threfhold  of  heaven,  and  know 
not  but  you  may  be  there  before  another  fun  fliall 
rife  ?  how  indecent  is  this  !  Therefore  rejoice  with 
all  your  hearts,  that  your  worthlefs  names  are  writ- 
ten in  heaven.  This  is  greater  caufe  of  joy  than  if 
they  were  regiftered  in  the  annals  of  fame,  or  among 
princes  of  the  blood  royal. 

And  do  not  excufe  yourfelves  frpm  this  agreeable 
duty,  by  faying,  "  I  would  rejoice,  if  I  were  furi^ 
my  name  is  written  in  heaven  :  but,  alas  !  I  am  not.** 
For  is  not  this  uncertainty  your  own  fault  ?  the  ef* 
feet  of  your  own  negligence  ?  Befides  have  you  not 
ibme  cheerful  hopes  and  probabilities,  and  even  fome 
tranlient  affurance  ?  and  is  not  this  caufe  of  joy  to 
creatures  that  deferve  to  be  left  under  the  pangs  of 
■everlafting  defpair  ? 

Let  me  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  tell  you,  th^t 
you  Ihould  rejoice  that  your  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  not  only  more  than  in  all  other  caufes  of  joy, 
but  alfo  in  oppofition  to  all  caufes  of  forrow. 

What  though  you  are  poor  in  this  world,  when 
the  heavenly  inheritance  is  yours  ?  That  you  are  def- 
-pifed  among  men,  when  you  have  the  honour  of 
being  the  fons  of  God  ?  That  you  are  weak,  or  lick 
and  pained  in  body,  when  your  fouls  are  recovering 
from  the  deadly  difeafe  of  fin  ?  That  your  are  the 
.  flaves  of  men,  when  you  are  free  of  the  heavenly  ci- 
ty, members  of  the  fame  corporation  with  the.armies 
of  heaven,  and  Iharers  in  the  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  That  your  enemies  fliould  prove  victorious 
over  you  upon  earth,  when  you  fhall  certainly  over- 
come at  laft  ?  That  your  mortal  relations  and  friends 
die,  when  your  heavenly  Father  and  all  your  fpiritual 
kindred  live,  and  you  cannot  be  bereaved  of  then^? 
In  fliort,  what  though  you  endure  all  the  affliftions 
that  can  crowd  upon  one  man  in  the  prefent  life. 
Vol.  U.  X  X  when 


33^    -^»  Enrolmenf  rfour  Names  in  Heawn^  Scrm.  3^* 

under  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  and  the  government  of 
a  Mediator.  The  Lord  relgnetb :  let  the  earth  rejoice. 
P&lm  xcvii.  I.  Rejoice,  ^diove  all,  in  this,  that  you 
and  all  your  afiairs  are  under  the  dire^on  of  a  divine 
hand,  that  will  manage  all  for  your  good*  Rejoice 
that  ere  long  you  (hall  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  the 
heavenly  King,  and  fee  him  in  all  his  glory. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  your  life  is  prolonged,  while 
fo  many  are  dropping  into  the  grave  around  you  ? 
Rather  rejoice  that  you  are  not  to  live  always  in  this 
moft  wretched  world.  Rejoice  that  death  itfelf,  your 
laft  enemy,  will  not  be  able  to  do  you  any  lafting  in- 
jury, but  only  convey  you  home  to  your  Father's 
noufe,  and  the  full  poffeffion  of  your  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  you  enjoy  the  gofpel  and  the 
means  of  falvation,  and  that  thefe  invaluable  bleflings 
are  not  likely  to  be  torn  from  you  by  the  hands  of 
Indian  favages  and  Popifh  idolaters  ?  This  indeed  is 
caufe  of  rejoicing  ;  but  how  much  more  ought  you 
to  rejoice  that  the  gofpel  and  the  means  of  falvation 
are  made  efFeclual  by  divine  grace  for  your  conver- 
fion  and  fanftification  !  Many  enjoy  them  as  well  as 
you,  to  whom  they  are  of  no  fervice,  but  an  occa- 
fion  of  more  aggravated  guilt  and  ruin. 

Let  me  therefore  perfuade  you  to  rejoice,  not  only 
as  a  privilege,  but  as  a  duty.  God  enjoins  it  upon 
you  by  the  fame  authority  by  which  he  requires  you 
to  pray,  or  to  love  himfelf  or  your  neighbour.  Be 
glad  in  the  Lord  and  rejoice^  ye  righteous  ;  and  Jhout  for 
joy  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart.  Pfalm.  xxxii.  11. 
Rejmce  evermore :  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  ;  and  again^ 
Ifay^  rejoice.  1  Theff.  v.  1 6.  It  is  decent  and  congru- 
ous that  you  fliould  now  rejoice  in  that,  in  which 
you  fliall  rejoice  for  ever.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  highly  unbecoming  that  you  fliould  walk  to- 
wards heaven  melancholy  and  dejefted,  as  if  you 
were  going  to  the  place  of  execution.  Let  finners 
be  afflicted,  and  mourn,  and  weep,  who  ftand  every 

moment 


Serm.  ^s*         the  nobleji  Source  of  Joy,  337 

moment  on  the  flippery  brink  of  eternal  mifery.  Sor- 
row and  lamentation  become  their  circumftances. 
But  will  you  always  mourn  and  droop,  who  ftand 
every  moment  on  the  threfhold  of  heaven,  and  know 
not  but  you  may  be  there  before  another  fun  ihall 
rife  ?  how  indecent  is  this  !  Therefore  rejoice  with 
all  your  hearts,  that  your  worthlefs  names  are  writ- 
ten in  heaven.  This  is  greater  caufe  of  joy  than  if 
they  were  regiftered  in  the  annals  of  fame,  or  among 
princes  of  the  blood  royal. 

And  do  not  excufe  yourfelves  from  this  agreeable 
duty,  by  faying,  "  I  would  rejoice,  if  I  were  fure^ 
my  name  is  written  in  heaven  :  but,  alas  !  I  am  not/* 
For  is  not  this  uncertainty  your  own  fault  ?  the  ef- 
fect of  your  own  negligence  ?  Befides  have  you  not 
ibme  cheerful  hopes  and  probabilities,  and  even  fome 
tranlient  affurance  ?  and  is  not  this  caufe  of  joy  to 
creatures  that  deferve  to  be  left  under  the  pangs  of 
everlafting  defpair  ? 

Let  me  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  tell  you,  th^t 
you  Ihould  rejoice  that  your  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  not  only  more  than  in  all  other  caufes  of  joy, 
•but  alfo  in  oppofition  to  all  caufes  of  forrow. 

What  though  you  are  poor  in  this  world,  when 
the  heavenly  inheritance  is  yours  ?  That  you  are  def- 
.pifed  among  men,  when  you  have  the  honour  of 
being  the  fons  of  God  ?  That  you  are  weak,  or  lick 
and  pained  in  body,  when  your  fouls  are  recovering 
from  the  deadly  difeafe  of  fin  ?  That  your  are  the 
.flaves  of  men,  when  you  are  free  of  the  heavenly  ci- 
ty, members  of  the  fame  corporation  with  the.armies 
of  heaven,  and  Iharers  in  the  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  That  your  enemies  fliould  prove  victorious 
over  you  upon  earth,  when  you  fhall  certainly  over- 
come at  laft  ?  That  your  mortal  relations  and  friends 
die,  when  your  heavenly  Father  and  all  your  fbiritual 
kindred  live,  and  you  cannot  be  bereaved  of  then^  ? 
In  fliort,  what  though  you  endure  all  the  affliftions 
that  can  crowd  upon  one  man  in  the  prefent  life. 
Vol,  U,  X  X  when 
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under  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  and  the  government  of 
a  Mediator.  The  Lord  reignetb :  let  the  earth  rejoice. 
P&lm  xcvii.  I.  Rejoice,  above  all,  in  this,  that  you 
and  all  your  affairs  are  under  the  dire^on  of  a  divine 
hand,  that  will  manage  all  for  your  good.  Rejoice 
that  ere  long  you  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  the 
heavenly  King,  and  fee  him  in  all  his  glory. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  your  life  is  prolonged,  while 
fo  many  are  dropping  into  the  grave  around  you  ? 
Rather  rejoice  that  you  are  not  to  live  always  in  this 
moft  wretched  world.  Rejoice  that  death  itfelf,  your 
laft  enemy,  will  not  be  able  to  do  you  any  lafting  in- 
jury, but  only  convey  you  home  to  your  Father's 
houfe,  and  the  full  poffeiHon  of  your  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance. 

Do  you  rejoice  that  you  enjoy  the  gofpcl  and  the 
means  of  falvation,  and  that  thefe  invaluable  bleflings 
are  not  likely  to  be  torn  from  you  by  the  hands  of 
Indian  favages  and  Popifh  idolaters  ?  This  indeed  is 
caufe  of  rejoicing  ;  but  how  much  more  ought  you 
to  rejoice  that  the  gofpel  and  the  means  of  falvation 
are  made  efFeclual  by  divine  grace  for  your  conver- 
fion  and  fanftification  !  Many  enjoy  them  as  well  as 
you,  to  whom  they  are  of  no  fervice,  but  an  occa- 
fion  of  more  aggravated  guilt  and  ruin. 

Let  me  therefore  perfuade  you  to  rejoice,  not  only 
as  a  privilege,  but  as  a  duty.  Ood  enjoins  it  upon 
you  by  the  fame  authority  by  which  he  requires  you 
to  pray,  or  to  love  himfelf  or  your  neighbour.  Be 
glad  in  the  Lord  and  rejoice^  ye  righteous  ;  and  Jhout  for 
joy  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart.  Pfalm.  xxxii.  11. 
Rejsice  evermore :  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  ;  and  again^ 
Ifay^  rejoice.  1  Theff.  v.  16.  It  is  decent  and  congru- 
ous that  you  fliould  now  rejoice  in  that,  in  which 
you  fliall  rejoice  for  ever.  And,  on  the  other  hand. 
It  is  highly  unbecoming  that  you  fliould  walk  to- 
wards heaven  melancholy  and  dejefted,  as  if  you 
were  going  to  the  place  of  execution.  Let  finners 
be  afflicted,  and  mourn,  and  weep,  who  ftand  every 
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moment  on  the  flippery  brink  of  eternal  niifery.  Sor- 
row and  lamentation  become  their  circumftances. 
But  will  you  always  mourn  and  droop,  who  ftand 
every  moment  on  the  threfhold  of  heaven,  and  know 
not  but  you  may  be  there  before  another  fun  fliaU 
rife  ?  how  indecent  is  this  !  Therefore  rejoice  with 
all  your  hearts,  that  your  worthlefs  names  are  writ- 
ten in  heaven.  This  is  greater  caufe  of  joy  than  if 
they  were  regiftered  in  the  annals  of  fame,  or  among 
princes  of  the  blood  royal. 

And  do  not  excufe  yourfelves  frpm  this  agreeable 
duty,  by  faying,  "  I  would  rejoice,  if  I  were  fure 
my  name  is  written  in  heaven  :  but,  alas  !  I  am  not.** 
For  is  not  this  uncertainty  your  own  fault  ?  the  ef- 
fect of  your  own  negligence  ?  Befides  have  you  not 
ibme  cheerful  hopes  and  probabilities,  and  even  fome 
tranfient  affurance  ?  and  is  not  this  caufe  of  joy  to 
creatures  that  deferve  to  be  left  under  the  pangs  of 
everlafting  defpair  ? 

Let  me  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  tell  you,  thjt 
you  Ihould  rejoice  that  your  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  not  only  more  than  in  all  other  caufes  of  joy, 
but  alfo  in  oppofition  to  all  caufes  of  forrow. 

What  though  you  are  poor  in  this  world,  when 
the  heavenly  inheritance  is  yours  ?  That  you  are  def- 
,pifed  among  men,  when  you  have  the  honour  of 
being  the  fons  of  God  ?  That  you  are  weak,  or  lick 
and  pained  in  body,  when  your  fouls  are  recovering 
from  the  deadly  difeafe  of  fin  ?  That  your  are  the 
.  flaves  of  men,  when  you  are  free  of  the  heavenly  ci- 
ty, members  of  the  fame  corporation  with  the.armies 
of  heaven,  and  Iharers  in  the  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God  ?  That  your  enemies  fliould  prove  victorious 
over  you  upon  earth,  when  you  fhall  certainly  over- 
come at  laft  ?  That  your  mortal  relations  and  friends 
die,  when  your  heavenly  Father  and  all  your  fbiritual 
kindred  live,  and  you  cannot  be  bereaved  of  then^? 
In  fliort,  what  though  you  endure  all  the  affliftions 
that  can  crowd  upon  one  man  in  the  prefent  life. 
Vol,  U.  X  X  when 
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when  they  are  all  fliort  and  tranfitory,  and  work  out 
for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory,  and  when  you  will  foon  arrive  in  the  land  of 
reft,  beyond  the  reach  of  every  mifery  ?  In  fpite  of 
all  thefe  calamities,  rejoice ;  rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad^Jince  your  names  are  written  in  heaven. 

But  1  muft  proceed  to  addrefs  another  clafs  of  hear- 
ers ;  and  to  them  I  muft  fay, 

/  n.  If  your  names  arc  not  written  in  heaven,  you 
can  have  no  caufe  of  folid,  rational,  and  lafting  joy 
in  any  thing.  This  alfo  I  fliall  illuftrate  by  an  induc- 
tion of  particulars. 

Rejoice  not  that  you  are  rich,  or  at  leaft  enjoy  the 
-comforts  of  life,  while  you  are  deftitute  of  fpiritual 
and  everlafting  riches.  Will  it  be  any  pleafure  to 
you  to  pafs  from  a  fplendid  well-furnifhed  houfe  in- 
to the  regions  of  horror  and  darknefs  ?  From  faring 
fumptuoufly  every  day,  to  fufFer  the  extremities  of 
eternal  want  ?  From  gay  and  merry  company,  to  the 
fociety  of  the  loft  fpirits  in  hell  ?  From  all  the  luxu- 
ries of  life,  to  weep,  and  wail,  and  gnafli  the  teeth 
for  ever  ?  From  wearing  filks,  and  laces,  and  every 
form  of  finery,  to  be  wrapt  in  fheets  of  infernal 
flame  ?  Alas !  what  joy  can  you  take  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  riches  can  give  you,  while  you  muft  be 
ftript  of  them  all  fo  foon,  and  feel  a  terrible  re- 
verfe  ?  Many  who  are  ftiled  worfliipful,  honourable, 
and  hear  nothing  but  titles  of  dignity  among  men, 
are  vile,  defpicable  creatures  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
muft  ere  long  fink  into  fliame  and  everlafting  con- 
tempt. Many  a  body  adorned  with  whatever  riches 
can  procure,  is  animated  by  a  poor  worthlefs  foul, 
full  of  fin,  and  void  of  the  beauties  of  holinefs.  And 
can  you  rejoice  in  fuch  trifles  as  thefe  ?  A  man  that 
has  a  gangrened  foot  may  as  well  rejoice  that  it  is 
covered  with  a  filken  plaifter  ;  or  a  criminal,  that  he 
is  carried  to  the  callows  in  a  coach  of  ftate. 

Befidcs,  remember,  how  hardly  fliall  rich  men  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  God !    It  is  an  human  im- 

poflibility  ; 
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poffibility  ;  but  it  is  not  impoffible  to  Omnipotence^ 
As  riches  increafe,  temptations  increafe ;  temptati- 
ons to  love  the  world  more,  and  to  think  lefs  of  hea- 
ven ;  temptations  from  pride,  flattery,  hurry,  com- 
pany, &c.  And  can  you  rejoice  that  your  falvation 
is  made  more  difficult  ?  that  you,  who  are  apt  ta 
flumble  at  ftraws,  have  mountains  thrown  up  in  your 
way  ?  Alas  !  if  this  were  rightly  confidered,  would 
the  wealthy  and  affluent  be  fo  refolute  and  eager  in 
the  purfuit  of  riches  ? 

What  though  you  are  in  good  bufinefs,  and  prot 
pering  in  the  world,  while  you  are  not  doing  the 
work  of  your  falvation,  nor  carrying  on  a  trade  for 
heaven,  and  your  hurry  of  bufinefs  is  a  great  occa- 
fion  of  this  pernicious  negleft  ? 

What  though  you  enjoy  health  of  body,  while 
your  fouls  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins,  and  your 
health  is  no  fecurity  againfl:  death  or  hell  ?  W  hat 
though  you  enjoy  friends  and  relatives,  while  the 
great  God  is  your  enemy  ?  Or  mirth  and  pleafure, 
when  they  will  end  in  eternal  bowlings,  and  you  will 
be  upbraided  with  them  another  day,  like  Dives, 
Son^  re?nember^  that  thou  in  thy  life-time  didji  enjoy  thy 
good  things  ? 

What  though  the  French  and  Indians  are  routed  ? 
alas  !  the  devil  and  your  fins  are  fl:ill  lords  over  you  ! 
What  though  your  country  is  fafe,  when  you  fliall 
ftay  in  it  but  a  very  little  time,  and  you  have  no 
place  prepared  for  you  in  heaven  ?  What  though 
you  are  the  free-born  defcendants  of  Britons,  and 
never  were  in  bondage  to  any  man  ?  alas !  you  are 
the  flaves  of  fin.  What  though  you  live  under  the 
government  of  the  befl:  of  kings,  while  you  are  the 
captives  of  the  prince  of  darknefs,  and  the  King  of 
heaven  is  your  enemy  ?  What  though  your  bodies 
are  not  expofed  to  the  fword  of  your  fellow-mortals^ 
when  you  are  liable  every  moment  to  the  fword  of 
divine  jufliice  ?  What  though  you  are  fafe  as  to  your 
outward  eftate,  when  your  immortal  fouls  are  in 

danger  I 
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danger  ?  What  Jhall  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole 
worlds  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  or  to  enjoy  the  gofpel, 
while  you  receive  no  advantage  from  it,  but  abufe  it 
to  your  more  aggravated  ruin  ?  What  avails  it  that 
God  is  merciful,  when  you  have  no  fliare  in  his  mer- 
cy, and  never  will,  if  you  continue  in  your  vain  car- 
nal joy  ?  that  Chrift  died  for  finners,  while  you  wil- 
fully exclude  yourfelves  from  the  bleffed  eflFefts  of  his 
death  ? 

In  fliort,  what  upon  earth,  or  even  in  heaven,  can 
afford  you  any  pleafure  or  rational  joy,  while  your 
names  are  not  written  in  heaven,  and  you  are  not 
ufing  earneft  endeavours  to  be  admitted  citizens 
there  ?  alas  !  your  cafe  calls  for  fighs,  and  tears,  and 
forrow,  rather  than  joy.  What  have  you  to  do  with 
politics,  news,  and  the  fate  of  armies  and  kingdoms, 
while  you  know  not  whether  you  will  be  out  of  hell 
one  day  longer  ? 

And  as  the  joy  of  the  righteous  in  having  their 
names  written  in  heaven  may  fwallow  every  other 
joy,  fo  your  forrow,  on  account  of  your  names  not  be- 
ing written  there,  may  fwallow  up  all  other  forrows. 
Be  forrowful  on  this  account,  above  all  other  things. 

Have  you  loft  your  friends,  your  relatives,  your 
eftate  ?  This  is  fad  ;  but  O  !  it  is  nothing  to  the  lofs 
of  God,  of  heaven,  and  your  fouls.  All  will  be  loft 
ere  long,  if  you  continue  in  your  prefent  condition. 
Are  you  poor  in  this  world  ?  That  is  but  a  trifling 
affliction,  compared  with  that  everlafting  poverty  you 
muft  ere  long  fuffer.  Are  you  mean  and  defpifed  by 
men  ?  Alas  !  what  is  that  to  your  being  defpifed  and 
abhorred  by  the  God  that  made  you  ?  Are  you  the 
flaves  of  men  ?  This  would  be  trifling,  and  you  need 
not  care  for  it,  were  it  not  that  you  are  flaves  to  fin 
and  Satan,  and  under  the  condemnation  of  the  divine 
law.  Are  you  difordered  in  body  ?  That  is  nothing 
to  the  diforders  of  your  fouls.  Are  you  afraid  of 
natural  death  ?  alas  !  what  is  that  to  fpiritual  death, 
which  has  feized  your  fouls,  and  the  eternal  death 

which 
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which  is  but  juft  before  you  ?  In  ftiort,  nothing  irt 
all  the  world  ought  fo  to  diftrefs  and  grieve  you  as 
this,  That  your  names  are  not  written  in  heaven. 

Therefore,  inftead  of  vain  rejoicing,  and  mirth, 
and  gaiety,  I  muft  read  to  you  the  denunciation  of 
Jefus  Chrift  againft  you  ;  But  wo  unto  you  that  are  rich; 
for  ye  have  received  your  confolation.  Wo  unto  you  that 
are  full^  for  ye  Jhall  hunger.  Wo  unto  you  that  laugh 
now,  for  ye  Jhall  mourn  and  weep*  Luke  vi.  24,  25.—— 
and  call  upon  you  as  the  apoftle  James  does,  Go  to 
now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  for  your  miferies  that 
Jhall  come  upon  you.  James  v.  9.  And  again.  Be  afflidedy 
and  mourn,  and  weep ;  let  your  laughter  be  turned  td 
mourning,  and  your  joy  to  heavinefs.    James  iv.  9. 

I  can  honeftly  affure  you,  I  am  no  enemy  to  ibt 
plcafures  of  mankind.  I3ut  it  is  becaufe  I  love  yoU 
that  I  wifli  you  may  return  home  fad  and  forrowful 
from  this  place ;  for  I  well  knov/,  you  are  for  evef 
undone,  unlefs  you  turn  to  the  Lord  ;  and  that  you 
never  will  turn  to  him,  without  rending  of  your 
hearts,  weeping,  and  mourning.     Joel  ii.  12. 

If  your  joy  and  mirth  were  rational,  I  Ihould  fay 
nothing  againft  it ;  but  is  it  not  frenzy  and  madnefs 
to  be  merry  in  the  chains  of  fin,  under  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  upon  the  brink  of  eternal  ruin  ? 

Is  it  not  alfo  diflionourable  to  God  ?  It  is  as  if  you 
fliould  tell  him  to  his  face,  that  you  can  be  merry  and 
happy  without  his  favour,  and  that  you  care  nothing 
for  his  difpleafure. 

I  i3iould  not  reprove  your  mirth,  if  it  were  harm- 
lefs  ;  but,  alas !  it  will  ruin  you  if  you  indulge  it.  For, 
let  me  tell  you,  fuch  finners  as  you  cannot  become 
converts,  without  alarming  fears  and  deep  forrows. 
Without  this  you  never  will  be  in  earneft  in  your 
religious  endeavours. 

You  will  tell  me  perhaps,  "  you  fee  chriftians  cheer- 
ful, and  fometimes  merry  ;  and  why  may  not  you 
be  fo  ?'*  I  anfwcr  (i.)  There  is  a  great  difference  in 
your  cafe  and  theirs  j  they  have  a  lively  hope  of 
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cverlafting  happinefs  ;  but  you  can  have  no  hope  in 
your  prefent  condition.  And  may  not  they  rejoice, 
while  you  have  caufe  to  mourn  and  weep  ?  What 
would  you  think  of  a  criminal  under  condemnation, 
if  he  allowed  himfelf  in  that  mirth  and  amufement, 
which  may  be  lawful  and  becoming  in  others  ?  (2.) 
The  Chriftians  you  know  now  arc  cheerful  with  good 
reafon  ;  but  did  you  know  any  of  them  under  their 
firft  convi6tions  ?  were  they  cheerful  then  ?  then, 
when  they  received  a  fight  of  their  fin  and  danger, 
and  were  in  an  awful  fufpenfe  what  would  be  their 
cverlafting  doom  ?  Were  they  merry  and  gay  while 
they  faw  themfelves  without  a  Saviour,  and  under 
the  difpleafure  of  God  ?  No ;  then  all  was  fadnefs, 
fear,  and  forrow.  And  this  is  what  your  cafe  now 
requires.  Can  you  expect  the  fame  cheerfulnefs  in 
one  under  the  power  of  a  deadly  diforder  as  in  one 
recovering  ?  or  would  it  be  becoming  ? 

Finally,  I  fhould  not  endeavour  to  damp  your  joys 
and  turn  them  into  forrow,  if  they  would  laft.  But 
Oh  !  they  will  foon  end,  and  nothing  but  weeping 
and  wailing,  and  gnafhing  of  teeth  will  fucceed.  Look 
down  into  that  hideous  gulph,  the  prifon  of  divine 
juftice,  where  Dives  and  Judas,  and  thoufands  of  fin- 
ners  lie  ;  and  can  you  fee  no  cheerful  look,  or  hear 
one  laugh  among  them  ?  No,  no  :  they  have  done 
with  all  joy  ;  and  muft  fpend  a  miferable  eternity  in 
grief  and  tears.  And  will  you  not  rather  mourn  in 
time,  than  mourn  for  ever  ?  will  you  choofe  now  to 
receive  your  confolation  ?  or  will  you  not  rather  de- 
lay it  till  you  have  reafon  to  rejoice  ? 

To  conclude  :  Suffer  a  friend  to  your  beft  inter- 
efts  to  prevail  upon  you  to  return  home  this  evening 
fadly  penfive  and  forrowful,  and  to  refolve  you  will 
never  indulge  yourfelves  in  one  hour's  mirth  and 
gaiety,  till  you  have  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  your 
names  are  written  in  heaven.  This  is  what  your  own 
intereft  requires  ;  and  if  you  refufe,  you  will  una- 
voidably be  forry  for  it  for  ever,  when  your  forrow 

can 
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can  be  of  no  fervice  to  you.  Betake  yourfelves  in 
ferious  fadnels  to  the  earneft  ufe  of  all  the  means  of 
falvation,  and  you  have  reafon  to  hope  God  will  have 
mercy  upon  you,  and  turn  you  to  himfelf.  Then 
you  will  have  reafon  to  rejoice,  to  rejoice  in  your 
temporal  bleffings,  and  efpecially  becaule  your  names 
are  written  in  heaven.  And  then  God,  and  Chrift, 
and  angels  will  rejoice  over  you,  and  join  in  your  joy. 


SERMON     XXXVL 

THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  GOSPEL  BY  THE  DIVINE  POWER 

UPON  THE  SOULS  OF  MEN.* 


2  Cor.  X.  4,  5.  For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not 
carnal,  but  mighty ,  through  God^  to  the  pulling  down  of 
Jlrong'holds  ;  cajling  down  imaginations,  and  every  high 
thing  that  exalt eth  itfelf  agairtjl  the  knowledge  of  God; 
and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedi" 
ence  of  Chrifi. 

THIS  reftlefs  world  is  now  in  an  unufual  fer- 
ment ;  kingdom  rifing  up  againft  kingdom, 
and  nation  againft  nation :  magazines  filling,  arms 
brightening,  cannons  roaring,  and  human  blood 
ftreaming,  both  by  fea  and  land.  Thefe  things  cn- 
grofs  the  thoughts  and  converfation  of  mankind,  an^ 
alarm  their  fears  and  anxieties.  But  there  is  another 
kind  of  war  carrying  on  in  the  world  ;  a  war,  the 
iffue  of  which  is  of  infinitely  greater  importance ;  a 
war  of  near  fix  thoufand  years  ftanding ;  that  is, 
ever  fince  the  firft  grand  rebellion  of  mankind  againft 
God ;  a  war  in  which  we  are  all  engaged  as  parties, 
and  in  the  refult  of  which  our  immortal  intereft  is 
concerned  j  though,  alas  !  it  engages  but  little  of  the 
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attention  and  folicitude  of  the  generality  among  us ; 
I  mean,  the  war  which  Jefus  Chrift  has  been  carrying 
on  from  age  to  age  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  to 
reduce  the  rebellious  fons  of  men  to  their  duty,  and 
redeem  them  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God,  from  their  wretched  captivity  to  fin  and  Satan. 
This  is  the  defign  in  which  the  apoftles  were  embark- 
ed, and  which  St.  Paul  defcribes  in  the  military  ftyle 
in  my  text.  As  fome  members  of  the  Corinthian 
church  had  taken  up  a  very  low  opinion  of  St.  Paul, 
his  defign  in  the  context  is  to  raife  the  dignity  of  his 
apoftolic  office.  And  for  that  purpofe,  he  defcribes 
in  the  military  language  the  effi.cacy  and  fuccefe  of 
thofe  apoftolic  powers  with  which  he  was  furnifhed 
for  the  propagation  of  chriftianity,  and  the  reduction 
of  the  world  into  obedience  to  the  gofpel.  Thofe 
powers  were  fuch  as  thefe  ;  the  power  of  working 
■miracles  to  atteft  his  divine  commiffion  ;  the  preach- 
ing of  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs,  and  the  rod  of  dif- 
cipline  for  the  reformation  of  offenders ;  which  in 
the  hands  of  the  apoftles,  feems  to  have  been  attend- 
jed  with  the  power  of  infliding  temporal  judgments, 
and  particularly  bodily  fickneflTes  ;  and  which  St. 
Paul  here  threatens  to  exercife  upon  fuch  of  the  Co- 
rinthians as  continued  obftinate  in  their  oppofition 
to  his  miniftry. 

Thefe  powers  he  here  calls  weapons  of  war.  This 
tent-maker  and  a  few  filliermen  were  fent  out  upon  a 
grand  expedition,  in  oppofition  to  the  united  powers 
•of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  of  earth  and  hell.  All  the  world, 
with  their  gloomy  god,  were  ready  to  join  againft 
them.  They  were  ready  to  oppofe  them  with  all 
the  force  of  phi^ofophy,  learning,  authority,  threaten- 
ings,  and  all  the  cruel  forms  of  perfecution.  For  the 
chriftian  caufe,  in  which  thefefoldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift 
were  engaged  was  contrary  to  their  lufts  and  prejudi- 
ces, their  honour,  and  fccular  interefts.  This  oppofi- 
tion of  the  world  to  the  gofpel,  the  apoftle  alfo  de- 
fcribes in  the  military  ftyle.     Their  lufts,  prejudices, 
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and  interefts,  their  vain  imaginations  and  falfe  rea- 
fonings,  are  {0  many  ftrong-holds  and  high  things  or 
caftles  in  which  they,  as  it  were,  fortify  and  en- 
trench themfelves.  Thefe  they  hold  and  garrifon 
under  the  prince  of  darknefs  ;  in  thefe  they  ftand  out 
in  their  rebellion  againft  heaven,  and  fight  againft 
God,  againft  his  ffofpel,  and  againft  their  own  con- 
fciences.  And  with  what  weapons  did  the  apoftles 
attack  thefe  rebels  in  their  ftrong-holds  ?  Not  with 
carnal  weapons,  fuch  as  the  heroes  and  conquerors  of 
the  world  are  wont  to  ufe,  but  with  weapons  of  a 
fpiritual  nature,  the  force  of  evidence  and  convic- 
tion, the  purity  of  their  doftrines  and  lives,the  terrors 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  all-conquering  love  of  a  dying 
Saviour.  With  thefe  weapons  they  encountered  the 
allied  powers  of  men  and  devils;  with  thefe  they 
propagated  the  religion  of  their  Mafter;  and  not 
with  the  fword,  like  Mahomet ;  or  with  the  bloody 
artillery  of  pcrfecution,  like  the  church  of  Rome  ; 
or  by  the  dragoonade,  like  the  tyrants  of  France. 

What  unpromifing  weapons  were  thefe  ?  What 
avails  the  light  of  evidence  in  a  world  that  loves 
darknefs  rather  than  light,  and  where  luft,  prejudice, 
and  intereft  generally  prevail  againft  truth  and  rca- 
fon  ?  Is  the  contemptible  weapon  of  the  crofs  likely 
to  do  execution  ?  Are  the  unpopular  mortifying  doc- 
trines of  one  that  was  crucified  like  a  malefactor  and 
a  flave,  likely  to  prevail  againft  all  the  prejudices  of 
education,  the  attachment  of  mankind  to  the  reli- 
gion of  antiquity,  eftablilhed  by  law ;  the  policy  of 
prieftcraft ;  the  love  of  gain ;  the  powers  of  the 
world ;  and  the  various  oppofitions  of  the  depraved 
hearts  of  mankind  ?  Are  fuch  gentle  and  weak  wea- 
pons as  thefe  likely  to  have  any  fuccefs  ?  Yes,  thefe 
weapons,  though  not  carnal,  were  mighty,  rcfiftlefe, 
all-conquering — ^but  then  you  muft  obfcrve,  they 
were  mighty  through  God.  The  excellency  of  the 
power  was  of  God,  and  fuch  unpromifing  arms  were 
ufed  on  purpofe  to  fliew  this.     It  was  he  that  gave 
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"ledge  to  the  weapons,  and  force  to  the  blow.  With- 
out the  energy  of  liis  grace,  they  could  have  done 
nothing,  even  in  the  hands  of  apoftles.  But,  by  the 
might  of  his  fpirit,  they  became  almighty,  and  carried 
all  before  them :  thefe  contemptible  weapons,  with 
his  concurrence,  pulled  down  ftrong-holds ;  call  down 
towering  imaginations,  and  refonings  *  that  feemed 
impregnable,  and  demolillied  every  high  thing,  every 
battery,  caftle,  or  citadel,  that  was  erefted  againft  the 
knowledge  of  God,  that  knowledge  of  him  which 
•the  gofpel  brought  to  light,  and  reduced  every 
•  thought  into  captivity,  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift. 
'  Sinners  were  brought  not  only  to  compliment  Jefus 
with  a  bended  knee,  and  profefe  fubjeclion  to  him 
with  their  lips,  but  to  bow  their  ftubborn  hearts  to 
him,  and  let  him  reign  in  their  affections.  That  gof- 
pel to  which  they  were  fo  averfe,  gained  a  complete 
victory  over  their  minds,  their  minds,  which  the 
Alexanders  and  Ccefars  of  the  world  could  not  fub- 
due  ;  and  reduced  not  only  their  external  conduct, 
but  their  thoughts  ;  not  only  fome  thoughts,  but 
every  thought,  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  When 
God  gives  the  commiffion,  the  ftately  walls  of  Jericho 
will  fall,  even  at  the  feeble  found  of  rams  horns. 

To  bring  into  captivity,  is  generally  underftood  in 
a  bad  fenfe,  and  fignifies  the  carrying  away  of  loyal 
fubje<5ls  againft  their  wills,  into  a  foreign  country, 
and  there  enflaving  them  to  the  enemy.  But  here  it 
is  a  fignificant  catachrefis,  and  fignifies  the  deliverance 
of  finncrs  from  the  flavery  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  their 
reftoration  into  a  ftate  of  liberty,  and  into  favour  with 
God,  and  this  too  by  their  own  free  confent.  And 
it  is  called  a  captivating,  to  intimate,  that,  though 
when  the  finner  fubmits  he  does  it  voluntarily,  yet 
he  had  really  made  a  ftrong  refiftance,  and  did  not 
fubmit  till  fvveetly  conftrained  to  it ;  and  that  he 
looked  upon  his  ftate  of  flavery  to  fin  as  a  ftate  of 
freedom,  and  was  as  unwilling  to  leave  it  as  a  free- 
born 
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born  fubjeft  would  be  to  be  captivated  and  enflaved 
in  an  enemy's  country. 

I  forefep  I  cannot  take  time  to  do  juftice  to  this^ 
copious  fubjeft.  But  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  comprife 
my  thoughts  in  as  little  room  as  poffible,  in  a  few 
propofitions,  to  which  each  head  in  my  text  may  be 
reduced.  And  the  whole  will  be  but  a  fliort  hiftory 
of  the  revolt  of  mankind  againft  the  great  God,  their 
rightful  Sovereign,  and  their  miferable  flavery  to  fia 
and.  Satan — of  an  important  expedition  fet  on  foot 
and  carried  on  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  to  re- 
cover them  from  their  ftate  of  flavery,  and  reduce 
them  to  their  obedience — of  their  various  methods 
of  oppofition  to  this  defign  ;  or  the  various  ways  in 
which  they  fortify  themfelves  againft  the  attacks  made 
upon  them  by  divine  grace  for  this  end — of  the  iflue 
of  this  fiege,  particularly  the  terms  of  furrender-— 
and  of  their  confequent  deliverance  from  the  domi- 
nion of  fin  and  Satan,  and  their  willing  fubjedion  to 
their  rightful  Lord  and  Proprietor. 

I.  All  mankind,  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  apoftacy, 
have  revolted  from  God,  and  furrendered  themfelves 
flaves  to  fin  and  Satan. 

We  might  produce  abundant  evidence  of  this  from 
the  facred  writings ;  but  as  the  evidence  from  plain 
undeniable  fact  may  be  more  conviftive,  I  fhall  infift 
chiefly  upon  it.  Mankind  are  fecretly  difaffefted  to 
God  and  his  government  in  their  hearts  ;  and  hence 
they  do  not  take  pleafure  in  his  fervice.  They  are 
not  folicitous  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  go- 
vernment. They  will  not  bear  the  reftraints  of  Lis 
authority,  nor  regard  his  law  as  the  rule  of  their  con- 
duel,  but  wiU  follow  their  own  inclinations,  let  him 
prefcribe  what  he  will.  Nay  they  have  no  difpofitioa 
to  return  to  their  duty,  or  liften  ta  prbpofals  for  re- 
conciliation ;  and  hence  they  difregard  the  gofpel 
(which  is  a  fcheme  to  bring  about  a  peace)  as  weU  as 
the  law.  In  fliort,  they  wiU  not  do  any  thing  that 
God  commands  them,  unlefs  it  fuit  their  own  corrupt 
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inclinations ;  and  they  will  not  abftain  from  any  thing 
which  he  forbids,  for  his  fake,  if  they  have  any  temp- 
tation to  it  from  their  own  lulls.  Thefe  things,  and 
1  thoufand  more  which  might  be  mentioned,  fix  the 
charge  of  rebellion  upon  them.  It  is  undeniable  they 
are  difafFefted  to  his  government  in  their  hearts, 
whatever  forced  or  complimental  exprcffions  of  loy- 
alty fome  of  them  may  at  times  give  him.  Look  into 
your  own  he;arts,  and  take  a  view  of  the  world  around 
you,  and  you  will  find  this  is  evidently  the  cafe. 

But  though  they  are  thus  difobedient  to  their  right- 
fill  Sovereign,  yet  to  fin  and  Satan,  thofe  ufurping  and 
tyrannical  matters,  they  are  the  moft  tame  and  obfe- 
quious  flaves.  For  thefe,  they  will  go  through  the 
moft  fordid  drudgery,  for  no  other  wages  than  death. 
For  thefe,  they  will  give  up  their  moft  important  in- 
terefts,  and  exchange  their  fouls,  and  their  fliare  in 
vheaven,  without  any  retaliation,  but  the  forry  tran- 
sitory pleafures  of  fin.  Let  temptation  but  beckon, 
they  immediately  take  the  fignal,  and  obey.  Let  fin 
command  them  to  hurt  their  fouls  and  bodies,  and 
perhaps  their  eftates,  with  exceflive  drinking,  the  poor 
flaves  comply.  Let  fin  order  them  to  fwear,  to  lie, 
to  defraud,  they  fubmit,  though  eternal  damnation 
be  the  confequence.  Let  fin  order  them  to  purfue 
riches,  honour,  or  fenfual  pleafures,  through  right 
and  wrong,  at  the  lofs  of  their  eafe,  the  danger  of 
their  lives,  and  the  deftruftion  of  their  fouls,  they 
engage  in  the  drudgery,  and  toil  all  their  days  in  it* 
Let  fin  forbid  them  to  ferve  God,  to  attend  ferioufly 
to  his  word,  to  pray  to  him  importunately,  in  fecret 
and  in  their  families,  to  refleft  upon  their  miferable 
condition,  to  repent  and  believe  the  gofpel  ;  let  fin 
but  lay  them  under  a  prohibition  to  thefe  things, 
they  will  cautioufly  refrain  from  them ;  and  all  the 
arguments  which  God  and  man  can  ufe  with  them 
will  have  little  or  no  weight.  In  fliort,  let  fin  but 
order  them  to  give  up  their  intereft  in  heaven,  and 
run  the  rilk  of  eternal  ruin  j  let  fin  but  command 

them 
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them  to  negleft  and  difregard  the  God  that  made 
them,  and  the  Saviour  that  died  for  them,  they  will 
venture  upon  the  felf-denying  and  deflru^tive  enter- 
prize.  They  will  do  more  for  fin  than  they  will  do 
for  the  great.  God  their  rightful  Sovereign  and  con- 
ftant  Benefuftor.  Sin  has  more  influence  with  thenoi 
than  all  the  perfuafions  of  parents,  minifters,  and  their 
beft  friends  ;  nay,  more  influence  than  the  love,  the 
dying  groans  and  agonies  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 
There  is  nothing  fo  facred,  fo  dear  or  valuable  in 
heaven,  but  they  will  give  it  up  if  fin  requires  them. 
Nothing  fo  terrible  in  hell,  but  they  will  rufh  into,  if 
fin  fets  them  upon  the  defperate  attempt.  They  arc 
the  mofl:  tame,  unrefifting  captives  to  fin.  Sin  is  an 
arbitrary,  abfolute,  defpotic  tyrant  over  them  ;  and, 
which  is  moft  aftonifliing,  they  are  not  weary  of  its 
tyranny,  nor  do  they  pant  and  ftruggle  for  liberty. 
Liberty  to  them  has  lofl:  its  charms,  and  they  hug 
their  chains  and  love  their  bondage.  Alas !  are  there 
not  many  free-born  Britons  in  this  affembly,  who  arc 
flaves  in  this  fenfe  ?  flaves  in  a  worfe  fenfe  than  the 
poorefl:  negro  among  us :  flaves  to  fin,  and  confe- 
quently  to  Satan  ;  for  fin  is  commander  in  chief  un- 
der the  prince  of  darknefs,  the  gloomy  god  of  this 
world  :  it  is  by  fin,  as  his  deputy,  that  he  exercifcs 
his  power,  and  therefore  finners  are  in  reality  flaves 
to  him  !  This,  one  would  think,  would  be  a  fliockiuK 
refleftion  to  them,  that  they  are  flaves  of  the  moft 
malignant  being  in  nature  ;  a  being  not  only  malig- 
nant, but  alfo  very  powerful ;  that  they  have  broken 
off  from  the  indulgent  and  equitable  government  of 
the  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  and  fold  themfelves 
flaves  to  fuch  a  lawlefs  tyrannical  ufurper  !  But,  alas ! 
they  do  not  refent  the  ufurpation,  nor  ftruggle  to 
throw  off  the  yoke,  and  regain  their  liberty.  They 
refign  themfelves  voluntarily  flaves,  and  love  their 
matter  and  his  drudgery. 

This  is  a  very  melancholy,  but,  alas  !  it  is  a  true 
hiftory  of  human  nature  in  its  prefent  ftate.  Thus  arc 

mankind 
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mankind  difaffefted  to  the  divine  government,  and 
held  in  a  wretched  captivity  to  fin  and  Satan.  This 
is  indeed  a  very  difmal  and  threatening  ftate,  and  we 
might  tremble  for  the  confequences,  had  we  no  gofpel 
to  inform  us  of  a  plan  of  reconciliation.  Here  I  may 
borrow  the  words  of  one  of  the  greateft  and  beft  of 
chriftians.*  "  When  we  hear  of  a  fort  of  creatures 
that  were  fallen  from  God,  and  gone  into  rebellion 
againft  him  ;  that  were  alienated  and  enemies  to  him 
in  their  minds,  by  wicked  works ;  one  would  be  in 
fufpenfe,  and  fay.  Well,  and  what  became  of  the  bu- 
finefs  ?  How  did  it  ifl'ue  ?  What  was  the  event  ? 
and  would  exped  to  hear.  Why  fire  came  down 
from  heaven  upon  them,  and  confumed  them  in  a 
moment ;  or  the  earth  opened  and  fwallowed  them 
up  quick  :  yea,  and  if  the  matter  were  fo  reported 
■to  us,  if  we  did  hear  that  fire  and  brimftone,  flames 
and  thunder-bolts  came  down  inftantly  upon  them, 
and  deftroyed  them  in  a  moment,  who  would  not 
fay.  So  I  thought :  who  could  expeft  better  ?'*  But 
what  grateful  aftonilhment  may  it  raife  in  heaven 
and  earth,  to  hear  that  their  offended  Sovereign  has 
been  fo  far  from  this,  that  he  has  fent  his  Son,  his 
only  Son,  to  die  for  them,  in  order  to  bring  about 
a  peace  !  and  that, 

II.  He  has  fet  on  foot  an  important  expedition,  and 
is  carrying  it  on  from  age  to  age  by  the  miniftry  of 
the  gofpel,  to  recover  thefe  rebels  from  their  volun- 
tary flavery  to  fin  and  Satan,  and  reduce  them  to 
their  duty,  and  fo  bring  them  into  a  fi:ate  of  liberty 
and  happinefs  ! 

This  is  the  benevolent  dcfis:n  on  which  the  Son  of 
God  came  down  from  his  native  heaven,  and  for 
which  he  endured  the  (hame  and  the  agonies  of  the 
crofs.  This  is  the  defign  on  which  he  fent  out  his 
apoftles  into  the  world,  armed,  not  with  the  inftru- 
ments  of  mifchief  and  defl:ruclion,  but  with  the  moft 

beneficent 

*  Mr.  Howe,  in  his  difcourfe  on  Reconciliation  between 
God  and  Man. 
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beneficent  powers,  powers  of  doing  good,  the  powers 
of  preaching  the  moft  important  doftrines,  of  prov- 
ing them  by  argument,  and  the  evidence  of  miracles 
and  prophecies,  and  of  exercifing  proper  difcipline 
upon  offenders,  to  bring  them  to  repentance.  To 
carry  on  this  defign,  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  per- 
petuated  in  the  world  from  age  to  age  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  my  dear  people,  I  would  exercife  my  minif- 
try among  you,  I  would  make  an  attack  upon  your 
hearts  to  break  them  open  for  the  admiffion  of  the 
King  of  heaven.  I  have  continued  the  fiege  for  near 
ten  years,  the  fpace  fpent  in  reducing  the  ftubborn 
Trojans  ;  and  now,  in  the  name  of  God,  I  once  more 
would  renew  the  attack,  and  fummon  you  to  capitu- 
late and  furrender. 

For  this  purpofe  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  have 
their  arms ;  they  begin  the  attack  with  the  artillery 
of  the  divine  law,  which  thunders  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord  againft  you.  They  furround  you  with  troops 
of  arguments,  which  one  would  think  would  foo» 
overpower  a  reafonable  creature,  and  conftrain  him 
immediately  to  fubmit.  They  reafon  the  matter  with 
you,  and  lay  before  you  the  wickednefs,  the  bafe- 
nefs,  the  unnatural  ingratitude,  and  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  your  rebellion.  They  inform  you 
what  a  good  king  and  what  an  excellent  government 
you  have  rejeded  ;  what  holy,  juft,  and  good  laws 
you  have  infolently  broken  ;  what  rich  mercies  you 
have  ungratefully  abufed  ;  what  long-continued  pa- 
tience you  have  provoked  ;  and  what  friendly  warn- 
ings you  have  defpifed.  They  expofe  to  your  view 
the  terrible  confequences  of  your  rebellion,  if  you 
perfift  in  it :  they  honeftly  warn  you  that  the  wages 
of  fin  is  death ;  death  in  all  its  terrible  forms  ;  death 
temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal ;  that  if  you  conti- 
nue the  unequal  war  againft  Heaven,  it  will  iffue  in 
your  eternal  r^medileS  deftru6tion.  They  open  to 
you  the  corruption  of  your  natures  ;  the  averfion  of 
your  hearts  to  all  that  is  fpiritually  good  and  excel- 
lent j 
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lent ;  your  innate  propenfions  to  fin,  attd  voluntary 
indulgence  of  your  lufts  and  guilty  pleafures.  They 
put  you  upon  a  review  of  your  lives,  to  recolleft  your 
wilful  omiiEons  of  duty  to  God  and  man,  and  your 
commiffions  of  known  fin,  in  foite  of  the  reftraints 
of  authority,  the  allurements  of  mercy,  and  the  ad- 
monitions of  your  ov/n  confciences.  \V  hen  they  have 
thus  difcharged  the  dreadful  artillery  of  the  law,  the 
thunders  and  lightnings  of  Sinai  againft  you,  the  way 
is  prepared  for  propofing  the  terms  of  furrender  and 
the  articles  of  reconciliation.  They  make  an  attack 
upon  the  citadel  of  your  heart,  with  the  gentler  arms 
from  the  magazine  of  the  gofpel  of  peace.  They  re- 
prefent  your  injured  Sovereign  as  reconcileable,  re- 
concileable  through  Jefus  Chrift.  They  give  you  the 
ftrongeft  affurances  from  his  own  word,  that  he  is 
willing  to  make  up  the  difference  and  conclude  a 
lafting  peace  with  you  ;  that  upon  your  laying  down 
your  arms  (that  is,  forfaking  your  fins  and  fiibmit- 
ting  Upon  his  terms)  he  will  freely  pardon  all  your 
paft  rebellion,  and  receive  you  again  into  his  favour. 
They  alfo  inform  you  of  the  ftrange  method  in  which 
this  peace  may  be  brought  about,  confiftcntly  with 
the  honour  of  his  charafter  as  the  Ruler  of  the  v/orld, 
and  with  the  facred  rights  of  his  government,  and 
that  is,  through  the  mediation  of  his  Son,  the  great 
Peace-maker,  who,  in  your  Head,  has  obeyed  that  law 
which  you  have  broken,  and  endured  that  penalty 
which  you  have  incurred.  They  likewife  inform  you 
in  what  manner  you  are  to  accede  to  this  treaty,  or 
confent  to  this  plan  of  accommodation,  namely,  by 
believing  in  his  Son,  by  accepting  peace  with  God, 
and  every  blefiing  as  his  free  gift  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
by  a  deep  ingenuous  repentance  for  your  paft  rebel- 
lion, and  by  devoting  yourfelves  to  his  fervice  for 
the  future.  Thefe  overtures  of  reconciliation  they 
enforce  from  various  topics,  which,  one  would  think, 
you  would  not  be  able  to  refift.  They  reprefent  to 
you  the  riches  of  divine  grace  and  mercy,  and  the 

all-conquering 
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all-conquering  love  of  Jefus.  The  contemptible  wea- 
pon the  crofs,  is  a  weapon  of  tried  and  well-known 
energy ;  many  an  hard  heart  has  it  broken  ;  many 
an  obftinate  rebel  has  it  fubdued.  They  pray  yoUy  in 
Cbrijl* s  Jlead^  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  and  if  you  fhould 
be  luirdy  enough  to  refufe  fuch  a  requeft,  they  urge 
it  with  arguments  drawn  from  its  reafonablenefs  in 
juftice  and  gratitude,  from  its  being  of  the  laft  im- 
portance to  your  happinefe,  as  being  the  only  way 
m  which  apoftate  creatures  can  re-obtain  the  tavour 
of  their  injured  Sovereign— and  from  the  terrible 
cptifequences  of  a  refiifal ;  for  unlefe  you  fiibmit  up 
on  thefe  terms,  you  may  expeft  nothing  but  wrath 
;tnd  fiery  indignation,  which  fhall  devour  you  as  ad- 
verfaries. 

You  cannot  but  know,  my  brethren,  that  the  mU 
niftry  of  the  golpel  has,  with  fuch  arms  as  thefe,  laid 
dofc  ficge  to  your  hearts,  year  after  year.  And  who 
would  have  thought  that  one  heart  among  you  would 
have  been  proof  againfi  this  divine  artillery,  and  flood 
it  out  fo  long  ?  Some  of  you,  I  doul)t  not,  have  fur- 
rendered,  and  are  now  the  willing  fubjeflts  of  your 
heavenly  King.  But,  alas  !  do  not  fome  of  you  ftill 
obftinately  renife  to  fubmit,  and  perfift  in  your  re- 
bellion ?  And  are  you  not  fortifying  yourfelves  more 
and  more  againft  the  attempts  made  to  reduce  you 
to  obedience  ?  This  naturally  leads  me, 

ni.  To  give  you  a  kind  of  hiftory  of  the  various 
ways  in  which  finners  oppofe  this  benevolent  defign 
of  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  to  fubdue  them  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift. 

Alas !  they  alfo  have  their  artillery,  with  which 
they  labour  to  repel  all  the  attacks  made  upon  them 
by  the  gofpel.  They,  as  it  were,  throw  up  various 
lines  of  mtrenchments  around  them,  to  defend  them 
againft  convidtion.     Particularly, 

Sinners  hide  themfelves  in  the  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance }  ignorance  of  God)  of  Jefus  Chrift,  of  the  la^ 
and  gofpel,  and  cpxifequently  of  themfelves.    They 
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endeavour  to  keep  up  their  courage  by  refufing  to 
know  their  danger.  They  muffle  themfelves  up  in 
ignorance,  fo  that  they  do  not  fee  their  almighty  ene- 
my, nor  the  inftruments  of  death  he  has  prepared  for 
them ;  and  hence  they  are  fo  ftupid  as  to  conclude 
that  neither  does  he  fee  them,  nor  can  find  them  out. 
They  alfo  fortify  themfelves,  as  it  were,  in  the  en- 
•clofure  of  a  hard  heart ;  a  heart  of  rock  and  adamant, 
■which  is  proof  againft  the  artillery  of  the  gofpeU 
This,  like  an  impregnable  cave  cut  in  a  rock,  ftands 
©ut  againft  all  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  fet  in  array 
-againft  it.  The  finner,  fliut  up  in  this  ftrong-hold, 
can  laugh  at  the  fliaking  of  Jehovah's  fpear  !  Let  the 
■law  thunder  out  tribulation  and  wrath,  indignation 
and  anguifli  againft  him  ;  let  the  gofpel  attack  him 
with  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  vtath  all  the  love  of  a  dying 
Saviour,  and  all  the  mercy  of  a  reconcileable  God,  he 
is  ftill  fecure,  and  bids  defiance  to  all  thefe  attacks. 
The  rock  is  impregnable  till  the  power  of  God  gives 
force  to  thefe  weapons,  and  then  indeed  it  begins  to 
tremble  ;  then  the  finner  is  ftruck  into  a  confterna- 
tion,  and  is  dreadfully  apprehcnfive  he  cannot  hold 
out  the  fiege.  This  natural  fortification  (fo  I  may 
call  it,  for  his  ignorance  and  hardnefs  of  heart  are  na- 
tural to  him,  though  dreadfully  improved  by  art) 
this  natural  fortification  I  fay,  begins  to  fail  him  ; 
and  hereupon  he  fets  himfelf  to  work  upon  artificial 
fortifications,  which  mav  enable  him  to  hold  it  out 
the  longer  in  his  oppofition. 

He  throws  up  an  intrenchment  of  objections  and 
excufes,  or  (a  little  to  alter  the  metaphor)  he  dif- 
charges  whole  vollies  of  objeftions  and  excufes  a- 
gainft  thofe  that  bcfiege  him.  Perhaps  he  dares  to 
plead  that  he  is  already  a  dutiful  fubjecl  of  the  King 
of  heaven,  and  therefore  that  the  miniftry  of  the  gof- 
pel has  miffed  its  aim  in  direding  its  artillery  againft 
him  as  an  enemy.  And  if  to  this  plea  it  be  anfwer- 
ed,  thav  his  temper  and  conduct  towards  his  Sove- 
reign pbinly  ftiew  tliathc  is  really. difaffecled  to  him 

in 
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in  his  heart,  whatever  outward  profeflions  of  duty 
he  may  make ;  he  replies,  that,  if  in  feme  inftances 
he  allows  himfelf  in  the  breach  of  the  divine  laws, 
yet  he  has  no  bad  defign  in  fo  doing ;  that  he  has  a 
good  heart  notwithftanding  ;  and  that  he  hopes  the 
King  of  heaven  will  not  be  fo  ftrift  as  to  lake  notice 
of  thefe  things.  He  objccls,  that  he  is  as  loviil  as  other 
people  about  him,  and  why  may  not  that  fufllce  ?  and 
that,  if  he  fliould  be  very  punctual  and  zealous  in  his 
duty,  he  would  foon  be  out  of  fafliion,  and  draw  the 
contempt  and  ridicule  of  the  world  upon  him.  He 
objects,  that  he  has  not  been  fo  bold  and  daring,  a 
rebel  as  many  others,  and  thei'cfore  he  cannot  think 
that  fo  mild  and  gracious  a  King  will  feverely  punilh 
him.  He  objects,  that  he  is  now  too  bufy  about  other 
things,  to  liilen  to  propofals  of  reconciliation  ;  and 
therefore  begs  that  the  matter  may  be  put  off,  at  leaft, 
till  he  has  finiflied  fome  important  affairs  he  has  now 
in  hand.  And  he  promifes,  that  the  next  year,  or 
in  old  age,  or  upon  a  death-bed,  he  will  fubmit,  and 
conclude  a  peace.  He  pleads,  that  he  enjoys  a  great 
deal  of  plcafure  under  his  prefent  mafter.  Sin,  which 
he  muft  give  up  as  unlawful,  if  he  fliouId  change  mat- 
ters ;  and  that  the  fervice  of  God  is  a  drudgery  to 
him,  and  that  he  has  no  relifli  for  it,  and  tnat  the 
laws  of  the  King  of  heaven  are  fo  ftrict,  that  he  can^ 
not  live  under  them. — Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other 
pleas,  the  rebel  urges  to  excufe  his  non-compliance 
with  the  propofals  of  reconciliation  ;  and  in  thefe  he 
trufls  as  a  fufficient  defence. 

.  Moreover,  the  lufts  of  the  flefh,  his  pride,  prefump- 
tion,  and  love  of  eafe,  the  cares  of  the  world,  l£e 
company  of  the  wicked,  who  perfuade  him  by  all 
means  not  to  furrender,  and  furnifh  him  with  arms 
;and  all  the  afliflance  in  their  power  to  continue  the 
war,  thefe  are  all  fo  many  flrong-holds  in  which  the 
finner  fortifies  himfelf  againfl  the  Lord  Jefus. 

But  if  the  weapons  of  the  gofpel  prove  mighty 
through  God  to  demoliih  thefe  ilrong-holds,  and  the 

rebel 
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rebel  finds  they  can  defend  him  no  longer,  then  he 
abandons  thefe  out-works,  and  intrenches  himfelf  fe« 
crctly  in  his  own  righteoufnefs.  He,  as  it  were,  fur* 
rounds  himfelf  with  a  line  of  good  works,  repent- 
ance, and  reformation.  And  now  he  thinks  he  is  fafe. 
Now  he  hopes  he  ihall  pais  for  a  friend  and  fubjed  of 
the  King  of  Heaven,  as  he  is  holding  a  place  for  him» 
and  that  the  artillery  of  the  law  will  continue  to  play 
upon  him  no  longer.  This  is  the  finner^s  laft  refuge  ; 
and  it  is  the  greatefl  difficulty  of  all  to  drive  him  out 
of  this.  He  will  not  abandon  this,  till  he  is  driven 
to  great  extremity  indeed.  And  here  many  conti- 
nue till  they  are  dragged  out  of  it  to  the  tribunal  of 
their  fupreme  Judge. 

It  mull  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  iinner  tries  all 
the  arts  of  difiimulation  to  fecure  his  ftrong-hold» 
When  he  finds  he  cannot  defend  himfelf  as  an  open 
enemy  by  his  declared  hoftilities,  he  feigns  a  iubmif- 
fion ;  he  pretends  to  capitulate  and  furrender  :  but 
then,  he  does  not  cordially  confent  to  all  the  terms. 
He  makes  a  referve  of  fome  favourite  lufts,  and  will 
not  deliver  them  all  up  to  the  fword  of  the  Conquer- 
or :  he  has  fecret  exceptions  to  the  conditions  of  fur- 
render,  and  will  not  comply  with  them  all.  There 
are  fome  inftances  of  duty,  from  which  he  will  ex- 
cufe  himfelf.  In  fhort,  his  heart  is  not  well-afTeded 
to  the  Conqueror.  His  fubmiffion  is  forced  and  invo- 
luntary, and  therefore  is  refented  as  the  bafeft  treach- 
ery by  him  that  fearches  the  heart,  and  muft  reign  in 
the  hearts  of  all  his  fubjefts. 

Are  not  fome  of  you,  my  brethren,  now  intrench- 
ed and  fortified  againft  the  gofpel  in  thefe  ftrong- 
holds  ?  And  fuch  of  you  as  are  now  the  willing  fub- 
jefts  of  Jefus  Chrift,  may  you  not  recolleft,  that  thua 
did  you  once  ftrengthen  yourfelves  in  your  oppofiti- 
on  to  him !  But  he  has  fweetly  overcome  your  enmi- 
ty, and  conftrained  you  to  fubmit.  And  this  leads  me^ 

IV.  To  defcribe  the  iffue  of  this  war,  where  it  is 
cfFcftually  carried  on,  and  particularly  the  terms  of 
furrender.  The 
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The  fuccdk  of  this  war  depends  entirely  upon  the 
concurrence  of  the  ahnighty  power  of  God.  If  the 
weapons  of  our  warfisure  prove  mighty,  it  is  throii^h 
God.  Let  the  oiinifters  of  the  gofpel  attack  the  mi- 
ner with  all  the  arms  with  which  the  magazines  of 
the  law  and  gofpel  of  fcripture  and  reafon  furniflt 
them,  they  will  never  fubdue  one  foul  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Chrift  :  the  finner  will  ftill  ftand  it  out,  and 
bid  them  defiance.  What  is  the  reafon,  that  there 
are  £b  many  iecure  prefumptuous  rebels  among  us, 
though  the  gofpd-mmiftry  has  fo  often  and  fo  long 
played  off  its  artillery  againft  them  ?  The  reafon  is^ 
the  weapons  of  our  war&re  are  not  made  mighty 
through  God.  God  does  not  give  edge  and  rorcc 
to  thefe  arms  by  the  all-conquenng  power  of  his  fpi- 
rit.  But  when  he  begins  to  work,  then  the  hardeft 
finner  begins  to  tremble,  the  rocky  heart  breaks  tq 
pieces,  and  his  ftrong-holds  are  demolifhed.  All  his 
objedHons  are  filenced :  he  is  convinced  that  he  is 
indeed  a  rebel  againft  his  rightful  Sovereign  ;  that 
his  rebellion  is  moft  unnatural,  ungrateful,  unreafon- 
able,  and  the  height  of  wickedne^ ;  and  that  it  is  a 
moft  aftoniihing  inftance  of  condefcending  grace,  that 
his  provoked  Sovereign  fliould  ftoop  to  treat  with 
him  and  deign  to  propofe  him  articles  of  reconcilia- 
tion.  He  fees  that  he  might  juftly  cut  him  off,  with- 
out one  offer  of  mercy.  He  is  ftruck  with  horror  to 
think  that  ever  he,  a  poor  dependent  worm,  fliould 
engage  in  a  virar  againft  the  Lord  of  armies,  who  has 
univerfal  nature  at  his  command,  and  efpecially  that 
he  has  dared  to  ftand  out  fo  long  againft  him.  He  is 
fenfible  of  the  danger  of  delays,  fenfible  that  he  has 
been  ungrateful  and  rebellious  too  long  already,  and 
that,  if  ne  delav  his  fubmifiion,  his  almighty  enemy 
may  take  his  ftrong-holds  by  ftorm,  and  put  him  to 
the  fword.  He  is  now  fenfible  that  the  flavery  of  fin 
is  intolerable  ;  that  his  lufts  are  tyrannical  mafters, 
and  will  give  him  no  other  wages  but  death  j  and 
therefore  he  pants  and  ftruggles  for  liberty.    The 

artillery 
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artillery  of  the  divine  law  demoliflies  the  intrench- 
ment  which  he  had  formed  of  his  own  good  works, 
and  leaves  him  naked  and  defencelefs  to  its  vindic- 
tive fire.  Confcicnce  alfo  calls  to  the  finner  to  furren- 
der,  to  furrender  in  time,  while  terms  of  peace  may 
be  obtained,  and  warns  him  of  the  dreadful  confe- 
.quences  of  continuing  the  war.  The  trumpet  of  the 
-gofpel  is  ftiU  publifliing  peace,  and  fummoning  him 
to  fubmit.  The  gofpel  affures  him  of  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance, if  he  will  but  furrender.  Now  alfo  (if  I  may 
fo  boldly  accommodate  the  military  flyle  to  this  fub- 
jecl)  now  his  provifions  and  ammunition  begin  to 
fail ;  he  finds  he  can  fubfift  no  longer  ;  and,  like  the 
prodigal,  is  jujl  perijloing  with  hunger.  He  finds  he 
£an  defend  himfelf  no  longer,  but  muft  fubmit  or 
die.  If  he  continues  in  arms,  he  is  fure  to  die ;  but 
if  he  fubmit s,  he  has  fome  hopes  of  pardon ;  for  O  ! 
he  has  heard  that  the  King  of  Ifrael  is  a  merciful  King. 
He  muft  however  make  the  trial.  All  this  time  the 
fpirit  of  God  is  at  work  within,  fweetly  inclining 
the  ftubborn  heart  to  yield,  cajling  down  imaginations ^ 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalt eth  itfelf  againjl  the  know- 
ledge of  God.  He  gives  the  rebel  favourable  thoughts 
of  the  government  of  the  Conqueror,  and  the  infinite 
advantages  of  living  under  it.  In  fliort,  he  enforces 
upon  tlie  heart  all  the  applications  made  from  with- 
out by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel. 

And  now  the  fmner  begins  to  think  in  earneft  of 
furrcndering  :  now  he  eagerly  liftens  to  the  terms  of 
peace  ;  and  at  length  he  lays  down  his  arms,  fubmits, 
to  the  Conqueror,  falls  at  his  feet,  cafts  himfelf  upon 
his  mercy,  and  welcomes  him  into  the  citadel  of  his 
heart.  This  is  the  moft  happy  and  important  hour 
the  finner  ever  faw  :  the  tranlactions  of  this  hour  ex- 
tend their  bleffed  confequences  through  all  his  future 
life,  and  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  eternity.  It  may 
be  ncceffary  for  me  to  inform  you  more  particularly 
of  the  manner  of  this  furrender. 

(i.)  The 
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(i.)  The  finner  furrenders  himfelf  as  an  obnoxious 
rebel,  lying  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Conqueror^ 
He  has  no  plea  to  excufe  his  rebellion,  no  merit  to  in- 
gratiate himfelf,  or  procure  a  pardon.  He  pleads 
guilty,  and  furrenders  himfelf  to  the  will  of  the  Con- 
queror, confcious  that  he  may  do  with  him  as  he 
pleafes.  His  high  imaginations  of  himfelf  are  all  de- 
moliflied,  his  confidence  in  his  own  right eoufhefs  is 
entirely  mortified,  and  he  has  nothing  to  plead  but 
mercy,  free  unmerited  mercy.  On  this  he  cafts  him- 
felf as  his  only  ground  of  hope. 

(2.)  He  furrenders  himfelf  entirely  upon  the  terms 
prefcribed  by  the  Conqueror.  He  is  confcious  that 
lie  has  no  right  to  diftate,  or  to  Hand  upon  terms. 
His  province  is  to  fubmit.  The  way  of  reconciliation 
revealed  in  the  gofpel,  appears  to  him  infinitely  rea- 
fonable,  and  to  ftand  in  need  of  no  amendment.-^ 
Particularly,  he  is  vtalling  to  lay  down  his  armsj 
that  is,  to  forfake  Idas  fins,  and  to  walk  for  the  future 
in  the  ways  of  holinefs ;  or  to  make  the  pleafure  of 
his  Sovereign  the  rule  of  his  conduft.  Above  all,  it 
muft  be  noticed,  that  he  is  willing  to  be  reconciled 
to  God  through  Jefus  Chrift.  The  mediation  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  the  glorious  peculiarity  of  the  chriftian  re- 
ligion, is  the  only  medium  through  which  he  would 
approach  to  God,  and  expeft  reconciliation  with 
him.  It  is  only  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  he 
trufts  to  make  atonement  for  his  guilt,  and  procure 
the  divine  favour.  In  fliort,  he  is  willing  the  Con- 
queror  fhould  make  his  own  terms,  and  he  fubmits, 
if  he  may  but  have  his  life  for  a  prey.  He  puts  a 
blank  into  his  hands,  defirous  he  fhould  fill  it  up  with 
what  articles  he  pleafes,  and  he  will  cheerfully  fub- 
fcribe  to  them.  His  language  is  like  that  of  Paul, 
whcin  ftruck  down  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  perfe- 
cuted  Jefus,  Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Afts 
ix.  6.  Lord  do  thou  coinmand,  and  I  will  obey. 
Now  the  rebel  is  ail  fubmiflion,  ail  obedience. 

(3-)  He 
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(3.)  He  fubmlts  voluntarily  and  cheerfully.    The 

E)wer  of  divine  grace  has  rooted  out  the  enmity  of 
s  carnal  mind,  and  implanted  the  principle  of  love 
in  his  heart.  He  breaks  oflF  from  iin  and  Satan,  as 
from  the  moft  cruel  ufurpers  and  deftroyers ;  and  he 
fubmits  to  Chrift,  not  merely  as  to  an  irrefiftible 
Conqueror,  but  as  4o  a  Deliverer*  He  enters  upon 
a  religious  life,  not  as  a  ftate  of  flavery  and  unwil* 
fing  captivity,  but  as  a  ftate  of  the  mou  glorious  li- 
berty. He  fubmits  to  the  terms  of  reconciliation » 
not  as  the  arbitrary  impofitions  of  an  imperious  ufur- 
per,  but  as  the  gentle  and  reafonable  prefcriptions  of 
a  \5ife  and  good  Ruler.  He  efteems  all  his  laws  ho- 
ly, and  jufi,  and  good ;  and  with  all  his  heart  he 
acquiefces  and  rejoices  in  the  blefied  gofpel  of  peace. 
In  Ihort,  the  rebel's  heart  is  now  entirely  changed 
and  rendered  well-affe<3:ed  to  the  divine  government ; 
and  confequently,  he  cordially  and  freely  fubmits  to 
It.  Once  indeed  he  hated  it,  and  then  he  did  at  befl 
but  feign  fubmiffion  to  it ;  but  now,  his  enmity  be- 
ing fubdued,  he  furrenders  himfelf  with  all  his  heart. 
It  is  one  of  the  freeft  afts  of  his  whole  life. 

(4.)  He  makes  an  univerfal  furrender  of  himfelf 
and  all  that  he  is  and  has  to  Jefus  Chrift.  He  makes 
no  referve  of  one  favourite  luft ;  but  gives  them  all 
up  to  be  flain.  He  makes  no  fecret  exceptions  to 
any  of  the  articles  of  reconciliation,  but  heartily  con- 
fents  to  them  all.  He  devotes  his  whole  foul  and  all 
its  faculties  to  God,  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
his  underftanding  to  know  him ;  nis  heart  to  love 
him  ;  and  his  will  to  be  governed  by  him.  This  is 
implied  in  my  text  \'^^Bringing  every  thought  into  cap^ 
iivity^  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  Every  thought,  every 
paflion,  every  motion  of  the  foul  muft  fubmit  to 
Chrift,  and  evey  infurreftion  of  fin  in  his  heart 
alarms  him,  as  an  inteftine  enemy.  He  alfo  yields 
his  body  to  God,  and  his  members  as  inftruments  of 
righteoufnefs  unto  holinefs.  He  alfo  devotes  all  his  ac- 
complifliments,  his  genius,  learning,  influence,  and 

popularity. 
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popularity,  his  riches,  and  in  Ihort,  all  his  poffeflGions 
of  every  kind  ;  willing  to  employ  them  all  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  new  Matter,  or  to  refign  them  all,  if  their 
prefervation  fliould  be  inconfiftent  with  his  duty  to 
him.  O  !  how  diflPcrent  a  temper  is  this  from  that 
which  is  natural  to  the  finner ! 

Thus  the  treaty  of  peace  is  happily  concluded ; 
and  he  that  was  once  a  rebel  againft  Heaven,  and  an 
enemy  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  is  now  become  a  friend 
and  a  loyal  fubjeft.  The  paft  diflPerence  is  entirely 
forgotten  and  buried,  and  hg  is  received  into  favour, 
as  though  he  had  never  offended.  Once  God  was  an- 
gry witn  him  every  day,  but  now  he  accepts  him  in 
the  beloved.  Now  the  prince  of  hell  has  loft  a  cap- 
tive ;  and  Jefus  has  the  £atisfaftion  of  feeing  one 
more  of  his  fpiritual  fdfed  born  unto  his  family.  Now 
there  is  joy  in  heaven,  among  the  angels  of  God,  up- 
on this  addition  to  the  number  of  loyal  fubjefts. 
O !  the  happy,  the  glorious  peaca  !  O !  the  bleffed 
change  in  the  circumftance  of  the  poor  condemned 
criminal ! 

What  now  remains  ? 

V.  We  take  a  view  of  the  true  convert's  ftate  and 
conduft,  in  confequence  of  this  reconciliation. 

This  you  may  be  fure  is  very  different  from  what 
it  was  before.  He  is  now  delivered  from  his  fordid 
flavery  to  fin,  as  well  as  from  guilt,  and  the  fentence  of 
condemnation.  He  is  juftified  and  accepted  before 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  entitled  to  an  hea- 
venly crown  and  kingdom.  Sin,  indeed,  is  not  en- 
tirely fubdued  ;  it  forms  frequent  and  violent  infur- 
reftions,  and  ftruggles  hard  to  recover  its  former 
power  over  him.  The  0I4  man  with  his  affeftions 
and  lufts  was  immediately  crucified,  upon  the  fin- 
ner's  furrender  to  Chrift  ;  but  crucifixion  is  a  linger- 
ing death,  and  hence  fin  is  never  entirely  dead  while 
he  continues  in  this  imperfeft  ftate :  it  is  every  day 
plotting  againft  him,  and  labouring  to  enfnare  him^ 
And  hence  his  life  is  a  conftant  warfare,  an  ipceffant 

Vol.  U.  a  a  a  conflift. 
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conflift.  fie  lives  the  life  of  a  centinal,  perpetually 
lipon  the  watch  ;  or  of  a  foldier,  night  and  day  under 
arms.  If  he  is  off  his  guard  but  for  an  hour,  he  is  liable 
to  be  furprifed,  and  fometimeSj  alas  !  he  is  overcome. 
But  he  rifes  again,  and  renews  the  combat,  and  will 
rather  die  than  fubmit :  he  would  refill  even  unto 
blood,  ftriving  againft  fin.  In  fliort,  whatever  inadr 
verteiicies  he  may  fall  into,  he  is  habitually  on  God's 
fide  :  he  efpoufes  the  caufe  of  God  in  this  rebellious 
world,  whatever  it  cofl:s  him.  He  is  an  enemy  to 
the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  all  its  interefl:s ;  and 
it  is  the  great  bufinefs  of  his  life  to  oppofe  it  in  him- 
felf  and  others.  The  longer  he  lives  under  the  go- 
vernment of  King  Jefus,  the  more  he  is  attached  to 
him,  and  in  love  with  his  adminifl:ration  ;  and  it  is 
his  habitual  endeavour  to  lead  a  life  of  univerfal 
obedience. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  there  is  an  inquiry  I  would 
fet  you  upon,  and  that  is,  whether  you  have  ever 
been  captivated  into  a  willing  obedience  to  Jefus 
Clirift  ?  I  am  afraid  this  matter  is  not  fo  plainly  and 
unqucftionabiy  in  your  favour,as  to  render  all  inquiry 
into  it  needlefs.  I  am  afraid  it  is  difmally  dark  and 
doubtful,  with  regard  to  fome  of  you,  whether  you 
are  the  fervants  of  Chrift  or  the  flaves  of  fin  and 
Satan.  Nay,  I  am  afraid,  there  are  plain  evidences 
againft  fome  of  you.  However,  put  the  matter  to 
trial,  that  you  may  fee  how  it  will  turn  out ;  for  I 
affure  you  it  is  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  nightly  palTed  over. 

Now  it  is  evident,  in  the  firft  place,  that  you  are 
fliill  the  enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift,  unlefs  you  have  been 
deeply  convinced  of  your  enmity.  It  is  impoflible 
you  fliould  be  reconciled  to  him,  till  you  have  feen 
your  need  of  reconciliation  ;  and  it  is  impoflible  you 
fhould  fee  your  need  of  reconciliation  till  you  are 
convinced  that  you  are  at  variance  with  him.  Such 
of  you  thereiFore  are  undoubtedly  his  enemies,  who 
imagine  you  have  always  been  his  friends. 

In 
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In  the  next  place,  turn  the  fubftance  of  what  has 
been  laid  into  fo  many  queries  to  yourfelves,  and  by 
thefe  means,  you  may  dilcover  the  truth  of  your  cafe. 
Has  ever,  the  dreadful  artillery  of  the  law  difcharged 
its  terrors  upon  you  ?  Have  you  ever  been  driven 
out  of  all  your  carnal  confidences,  and  particularly 
your  own  righteoufnefs  ?  Have  you  ever  iurrendered 
yourfelves  to  the  Conqueror  ?  Has  he  overcome  you. 
by  the  fweet  conftraints  of  his  love  ?  And  upon  what 
terms  did  you  furrender  ?  Did  you  furrender  as  a 
rebel,  lying  at  mercy  ?  Did  you  fubmit  to  his  terms 
without  pretending  to  dictate  any  of  your  own  ?  Did 
you  fubmit  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  ?  Did  you  fur- 
render yourfelves  univerfally,  without  any  refcrve  ? 
Do  you  fince  endeavour  to  behave  as  dutiful  fubjecls  ?. 
And  do  you  find  his  fervice  to  be  perfect  freedom  ? 

And  now,  in  confequence  of  this  trial.  Who  is  upon 
the  Lord's  ftde  ?  Who?  What  is  your  real  character  I- 
Are  you  to  be  ranked  among  the  fubjccls  of  Chrift, 
or  among  the  enemies  of  his  crown  arxd  dignity  ? 

Could"  r  now  colled  the  rebels  together  into  one 
company,  I  would  tell  t]ieui  feme  very  alarming 
things  from  that  God  to  whom  they  refufc  to  fubmit. 
Yes,  finner,  as  Ehud  faid  to  Eglon,  king  of  Moafa,  / 
have  a  Jiieff age  from  God  to  you*     Judges  iii.  20. 

In  his  name,  and  as  his  ambaflador,  I  warn  you  of 
the  dreadful  confequenccs  of  your  unnatural  rebellion 
againft  him.  You  cannot  make  good  your  caufe 
againft  him.  He  is  wife  in  hearty  and  mighty  in 
Jirength  ;  who  hath  hardened  hihfclf  againft  him  and 
profpered?  All  nature  is  fubje<5l  to  him,  and  he  can 
order  the  meaneft  part  of  it  to  be  the  executioner  of 
his  vengeance  upon  you.  If  you  refufe  to  fubniit, 
you  fliall  as  furely  perifli  as  you  have  a  being.  Of  this 
you  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  at  all  times,  but 
pfpecialiy  at  this  time,  when  your  almighty  enemy  is 
attacking  your  country  with  the  terrors  of  war,  and 
your  neighbourhood  with  an  epidemical  raging  dif- 
temper.     bickneffes  are  his  foldiers,  and  fight  in  his 

caufe 
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caufe  againft  a  rebellious  world.  He  fays  to  one^  Go^ 
and  it  goetb  ;  and  to  another^  Come^  and  it  cometh.  And 
are  you  not  afraid  fome  of  thefe  deadly  fhafts  may 
ftrike  you  now,  when  they  are  flying  fo  thick  around 
you  ?  God  has  for  many  a  year  ufed  gentler  weapons 
with  you,  but  now  he  feems  about  to  take  the  citadel 
by  ftorm.  Now,  therefore,  now  without  delay,  lay 
down  your  arms,  and  furrender  yourfdves  to  him. 

I  have  alfo  joyful  news  to  communicate,  even  to 
you  rebels,  if  you  are  difpofed  to  hear  it ;  and  that 
IS,  that  your  injured  Sovereign  is  willing  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  you  after  all  your  hoftilities,  if  you  will  now^ 
fubmit  to  the  terms  of  reconciliation. 

Therefore,  I  pray  you^  in  ChriJPs  Jiead^  be  ye  recon^ 
died  to  God.  Chrift  is  not  here  in  perfon  ;  but  lo  I 
am  here  to  manage  the  treaty  in  his  name,  though 
I  alfo  am  formed  out  of  the  clay. 


SERMON     XXXVIL 

THE    DIVINE    PERFECTIONS    ILLUSTRATED    IN    THE 

METHOD    OF    SALVATION,    THROUGH    THE 

SUFFERINGS    OF    CHRIST. 

\^A   SACRAMENTAL   DISCOURSE.'^ 


John  xii.  27,  28.  Now  my  foul  is  troubled ;  and  what 
Jhall  I  fay  ?  Father  ^fave  me  from  this  hour :  but  for 
this  caufe  came  I  unto  this  hour.  Father^  glorify  thy 
name. 

SHOULD  a  favourite  child  now  come  running  to 
you,  with  all  the  marks  of  agony  in  his  counte- 
nance, and  with  thefe  words  in  his  mouth,  "  I  am 
troubled ;  my  very  foul  is  troubled,  and  I  know  not 
what  to  fay  ;'*  it  would  raife  all  the  tender  fenfations 
of  fatherly  compaffion  and  anxiety  in  your  breafts,and 

you 
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you  would  folicitoufly  inquire,  "  what  ails  my  dear 
child,  what  is  the  caufe  of  your  diftrefs  ?"  But  here 
your  ears  are  ftruck  with  a  more  ftrange  and  affefting 
found  ;  you  hear  the  fource  of  all  confolation  com- 
plaining of  forrow :  "  I  am  troubled  ;  my  very  foul  is 
troubled,  and  in  a  commotion  like  the  ftormy  ocean/' 
You  fee  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  guide  of  the  blind^ 
paufing — ^hefitating — ^at  a  ftand — at  a  lofs  what  to 
fay.  i^d  will  you  not  fo  far  intereft  yourfelves  in  his 
forrows,  as  folicitoufly  to  inquire,  *'  What  ails  my 
dear  Lord  ?"  Judas  has  not  yet  betrayed  him  ;  the 
rabble  have  not  yet  apprehended  him,  and  dragged 
him  away,  like  a  flagitious  malefactor :  as  yet  his  face 
is  not  diflionoured  with  fpittinff,  nor  bruifed  with 
blows  ;  as  yet  I  fee  no  crown  of  thorns  upon  his  fa- 
•  cred  head  ;  no  nails  in  his  hands  and  feet ;  no  fpear 
in  his  fide  ;  no  ftreams  of  blood  and  water  running 
down  his  body.  He  is  at  liberty,  and  furroundel; 
with  his  ufual  friends :  nay,  at  this  time  even  the  - 
defpifed  Jefus  begins  to  grow  popular :  the  humble 
Jefus,  the  man  of  fotrows,  has  juft  now  entered  Jem- 
falem  in  triumph,  like  a  conqueror,  furrounded  with 
the  applaufes  and  hofannas  of  the  multitude.  Now 
alfo  the  firfl:-fruits  of  the  Gentiles  are  brought  to 
him :  a  number  of  Greek  profelytes  beg  an  interview 
with  him,  and  defire  his  infliruclions  :  a  thing  fo  a- 
greeable  to  him,  that  as  foon  as  he  hears  of  it,  he  cries 
out,  The  hour  is  come  that  the  Son  of  man  Jhould' be  gloria 
fied.  John  xii.  23.  And  why  does  my  Lord  alter  his 
voice  fo  foon  ?  Why,  my  blefled  Jefu*,  why  this  fud- 
den  fall  from  joy  to  trouble,  from  triumph  to  for- 
row and  perplexity  ?  The  reafon  was,  that  though 
his  fufferings  were  not  now  upon  him,  yet  he  faw 
them  approaching:  he  faw  the  fatal  hour  jufl:  at  hand ; 
and  this  immediate  profpect  raifes  all  the  paflions  of 
his  human  nature,  and  throws  him  into  afea  of  trou- 
bles. He  did  not  fall  into  his  fufferings  through  in- 
advertency, or  the  want  of  forefight ;  and  his  forti- 
tude and  refolution  were  not  owing  to  any  hopes  of 

dcape. 
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cfcapc,  or  an  expeftation  of  better  ufage.  *  But  we 
arc  exprefsly  told,  that  Jefus  knew  all  things  thatjhould 
come  upon  him.  John  xvii.  4.  He  faw  the  rugged  road, 
before  him,  all  the  way  from  his  cradle  to  his  crofs. 
He  ru/lied  into  dangers  with  his  eyes  open,  and  went 
on  couragcoufly  to  encounter  the  laft  enemy.  Death, 
fiilly  expefting  to  meet  him  in  all  his  terrors.  Now 
the  fbrelight  of  fufferings  is  a  peculiar  aggravation  ; 
it  brings  them  upon  the  anxious  expectant  by  anti- 
dpation  :  they  are  reflected  back  upon  him,  before 
they  are  actually  inflicted ;  and  thus  the  pain  of  a 
few  moments  may  be  difFiifed  through  a  length  of 
years.  And  fometimes  the  expectation  of  an  evil  is- 
more  tormenting  than  the  evil  itfelf.*  Our  happinefs 
is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  our  being  happily  blind" 
to  the  future,  f  and  ignorant  of  the  calamities  before 
us.  But  Jefus  had  not  this  mitigation  of  his  fuflfer- 
ilgs  :  the  crofs,  the  fcourge,  the  nails,  the  crown  of 
» thorns,  were  ever  before  his  mind  :  fo  that  he  could 
fey  with  yet  greater  reafon  than  his  fervant  Paul,  / 
die  daily y  I  am  in  deaths  eft.  By  this  painful  forefight^ 
the  crown  of  thorns  was  always  upon  his  hecid  ;  the 
nails  were  all  his  days  faftened  in  his  hands  and  feet ; 
and  his  whole  life  v/as,  as  it  were,  one  continued  cru- 
cifixion. How  peculiarly  aggravated,  how  long  con- 
tinued, how  uninterrupted  do  the  feverities  of  his 
fuflbrliigs  appciir,  when  viewed  in  this  light  !  and 
how  docs  this  difplay  his  fortitude  and  the  Itrength 
of  his  love  !  tliourxh  he  had  this  tragical  profpeft  be- 
fore Iiin,  yet  he  did  not  draw  back  or  give  up  the 
arduous  undertakinqj ;  but  he  refolutely  held  on  his 
way  ;  he  was  irrelillibly  carried  to  meet  all  thefe 
terrors,  by  his  ardent  zeal  for  his  Father's  glory,  and 
his  unconquerable  love  to  thegniilty  creatures  wliofe 
falvation  he  had  undertaken.  Sometimes  indeed  he 
fhews  he  was  a  man  ;  that  he  was  capable  of  all  the 
tender  and  painful  fenfations  of  human  nature  :  and 

if 

*  MoiTquc  minus  pocnae  quam  mora  mortis  habet.       Ovid, 
+  **  O  blindncrs  to  the  future  !  kindly  given,"       Pope. 
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if  he  had  not  been  fuch,  his  fufierings  would  have 
been  no  fufferings.  At  fuch  times  his  innocent  hu- 
manity feems  ftruck  aghaft,  paufes  and  hefitates,  and 
would  fain  jQirink  away  from  the  burden,  would  fain 
put  by  the  bitter  cup.  But  immediately  the  ftronger 
principles  of  zeal  for  the  divine  glory,  and  love  to 
man,  gain  the  afcendent,  calm  all  thefe  tumults  of 
feeble  nature,  and  irrefiftibly  impel  him  on  to  the 
dreadful  encounter  in  its  moft  fliocking  appearances. 
O  !  the  generous  bravery  of  the  Captain  of  our  fd- 
vation !  O  !  the  all-conquering  power  of  his  love! 
The  critics  are  in  raptures  on  the  bravery  of  Romer's 
Achilles,  who  engaged  in  the  expedition  againft 
Troy,  though  he  knew  he  fliould  never  return.  But 
how  much  more  worthy  to  be  celebrated  is  the  he- 
roic love  of  Jefus,  who  voluntarily  expofed  himfdf 
to  infinitely  greater  fufferings,  when  he  forefaw  theia 
all,  and  knew  what  would  be  the  confequence  !  ^■ 
The  language  of  raifed  paffions  is  abrupt  and  hur-^ 
tying  : — and  in  fuch  language  does  our  Lord  here 
fpeak.  Now  is  my  foul  troubled^  and  what  Jhall  I  fay? 
*'  What  petition  fhall  I  afk  of  my  Father  ?  fuch  an 
hour  of  diftrefs  is  a  proper  time  to  addrefs  him.  But 
what  Ihall  I  fay  to  him  ?  fhall  I  yield  to  the  reluftance 
of  my  frail  human  nature,  that  would  draw  back 
from  fuffering  ?  fliall  I  urge  the  petition  my  feeble 
flefli  would  put  into  my  mouth,  and  fay.  Father Jave 
me  from  this  hour?  *  "  Father,  difmifs  me  from 
this  undertaking,  and  refign  the  glory  which  thou 
wouldft  gain  by  the  execution  of  it.  Father,  if  it 
be  poffible,  fave  finners  in  fome  eafier  way  ;  or  let 
them  perilh,  rather  than  that  I  fhould  fuffer  fo  much 
for  thenu  Shall  this  be  my  petition  ?  No  ;  I  cannot 
bear  the  thought,  that  my  Father  fliould  lofe  fo  much 
glory,  and  the  objefts  of  my  love  fliould  perifli.  It 
was  to  fuffer  for  thefe  important  purpofes  that  I  came 

unto 

*  The  fenfc  is  more  eafy  if  wc  read  Pafer^  J^fon  me  ek  tes  dras 
tautes,  as  a  quedion.  The  original  will  bear  it ;  and  fo  JGrotius^ 
Doddridge,  &c.  underfland  it* 
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unto  this  hour.  For  this  I  undertook  to  be  the  fin- 
ner's  Friend  and  Mediator  ;  for  this  I  left  my  native 
paradife,  and  affumed  this  feeble  flefh  and  blood ;  for 
this  I  have  fpent  three-and-thirty  painful  years  in  this 
wretched  world,  that  I  might  meet  this  difmal  hour. 
And  now,  when  it  is  come,  fliall  I  fly  from  it,  or  fliall 
I  drop  an  undertaking  which  I  have  fo  much  at  heart, 
and  in  which  I  am  fo  far  engaged  ?  No,  this  petition 
I  will  not  urge,  though  it  be  the  natural  cry  of  my 
tender  humanity.  What  then  fliall  I  fay  ?  Father^ 
glorify  thy  name.  This  is  the  petition  on  which  I  will 
infift,  come  on  me  what  will.  Let  the  rabble  infult 
me,  as  the  offscouring  of  all  things  ;  let  falfe  witnef- 
fes  accufe  me,  and  perfidious  judges  condemn  me,  as 
a  notorious  criminal ;  let  the  blood-thirfty  murder- 
ers rack  me  on  the  crofs,  and  flied  every  drop  of 
blood  in  my  veins,  ftill  I  will  infifl:  upon  this  petition ; 
and  not  all  the  tortures  that  earth  and  hell  can  in- 
flift,  fliall  force  me  to  retrad  it :  Father ^  glorify  thy 
name :  difplay  the  glory  of  thy  attributes  by  my  fuf- 
ferings,  and  I  will  patiently  fubmit  to  them  all.  Dif- 
play the  perfeftions  of  thy  nature,  exliibit  an  honour- 
able reprefentation  of  thyfelf  to  all  worlds  by  the  fal- 
vation  of  finners  through  my  death,  and  I  will  yield 
myfelf  to  its  power  in  its  moft  fliocking  forms.  Let 
this  end  be  but  anfwered,  and  I  am  content.  This 
confideration  calms  the  tumult  of  paflions  in  my 
breaft,  overpowers  the  reluftance  of  my  human  na- 
ture, and  makes  it  all  patience  and  fubmiflion." 

I  intend,  my  brethren,  to  confine  myfelf  at  prefent 
to  this  part  of  my  text,  this  petition  on  which  Jefus 
infifts,  and  in  which  his  mind  acquiefces  after  per- 
plexity and  hefitation  :  Father,  glorify  thy  name.  And 
it  evidently  fuggefts  to  us  this  important  truth,  that 
the  divine  perfections  are  moft  illuftrioufly  difplayed 
and  glorified  in  the  method  of  falvation  through  the 
fuffering^s  of  Chrift. 

This  truth  I  fliall  endeavour  to  illuftrate,  after  I 
have  premifed  that  it  is  moft  fit  and  proper  that  the 
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glory  of  God  fliould  be  the  laft  end  of  all  things,  an^ 
particularly,  that  it  fliould  be  his  own  principal  end 
in  all  his  works.  He  is  in  himfelf  the  moft  glorious 
of  all  beings,  the  fupreme  excellence,  and  the  iuprenie 
good  ;  and  it  is  infinitely  fit  and  reafonabJe  that  he 
fliould  be  known  and  acknowledged  as  fuch,.and  that 
it  fliould  be  his  great  end  in  all  his  works  to  reprefent 
himfelf  in  this  light.  It  is  but  jufticc  to  himfelf,  and 
it  is  the  kindefl  thing  he  can  do-  for  his  creatures, 
fince  their  chief  happinefs  muft  confift  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fupreme  good,  and  as  they  cannot  enjoy 
him  without  knowing  him.  Selfiflinefs  in  creatures 
is  a  vile  and  wicked  difpofition,  becaufe  they  are  not 
the  greateft  or  beft  of  beings  ;  but  for  God  to  love 
and  feek  himfelf  above  all,  is  the  fame  thing  as  to 
love  and  feek  what  is  abfolutely  beft ;  for  fuch  he  1%. 
The  aims  of  creatures  fliould  reach  beyond  them- 
felves,  becaufe  God,  the  fupreme  good,  lies  beyond 
them ;  they  fliould  all  terminate  upon  him,  and  fliould 
not  fall  fliort  of  him,  as  they  cannot  fly  beyond  him, 
becaufe  he  is  the  fupreme  excellence,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  found  any  where  elfe.  But  for  this  reafon  he  muft 
aim  at  himfelf,  if  he  aims  at  what  is  abfolutely  beft  j 
for  he  only  is  fo.  For  creatures  to  aim  principally  at 
their  own  glory,  to  fct  themfelves  oflF,  and  make  it 
their  end  to  gain  applaufe,  is  vanity  and  criminal  am- 
bition, becaufe  they  are  really  unworthy  of  it,  and 
were  formed  for  the  glory  of  another,  even  of  the 
great  Lord  of  all.  But  for  God  to  make  his  own  glo- 
ry his  higheft  end,  for  him  to  aim  at  the  difplay  of 
his  attributes  in  all  his  works,  is  moft  xiecent  and 
juft,  and  infinitely  diftant  from  a  vain  oftentatioB, 
becaufe  there  is  nothing  eHe  fo  excellent,  andfo  wor- 
thy of  a  difplay  :  his  perfeftions  defervc  to  be  reprc- 
fented  in  the  moft  iUuftrious  light,  and  demand  the 
higheft  veneration  and  love  from  the  whole  univerle. 
In  fliort,  for  God  to  aim  at  his  own  glory  in  all  his 
actions,  is  but  for  him  to  do  juftice  to  infinite  merit, 
to  difplay  the  nw)ft  perfed  beauty,  to  illuftrate  fii- 
VoL.  n  Bbb  preme 
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.  prcme  excellence,  to  exhibit  the  fupreme  good  in  a 
juft  light,  to  procure  honour  to  what  is  in  itfelf  moft 
iionourable,  and  to  reprefent  the  true  God  in  the 
onoft  Godlike  manner :  and  what  can  be  more  fit  or 
"decent  ?  a  lower  end  than  this  vould  be  unworthy 
of  him.  This  is  of  more  real  worth  than  the  ex- 
iftence,  or  the  happinefs  often  thoufand  worlds.  And 
^this  is  the  end  which  he  has  uniformly  purfued  in  all 
^^le  fteps  of  creation,  providence,  and  redemption. 
This  particularly  was  his  end  in  the  permiffion  of  fin, 
■and  in  the  form  of 'his  adminiftration  towards  our 
-guilty  world,  through  a  Mediator.  As,  on  the  one 
hand,  we  are  fure  that  he  is  not  at  all  acceflary  to  fin, 
^as  its  proper  producing  caufe,  fb  we  may  be  equally 
fore,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  has  not  entered  into 
•the  world  without  his  permiflSon  ;  that  is,  it  could 
not  have  happened  if  he  had  hindered  it.  Now  there 
were  undoubtedly  very  good  reafons  for  this  permit 
iion ;  and  one  appears  evident,  namely,  that  if  fin 
had  never  entered,  it  would  have  been  impoifible  in 
the  nature  of  things,  that  fomc  of  the  divine  perfec- 
tions, particularly  his  punifliing  juftice  and  his  for- 
fiving  grace,  fliould  be  difplayed  in  the  condud  of 
is  providence  towards  his  creatures.  Pardoning  grace 
could  never  be  difplayed,  if  there  were  no  fin  to  be 
pardoned  ;  nor  vindidive  juftice,  if  there  were  no 
crimes  to  be  puniflied :  and  confequently,  if  moral 
evil  had  never  been  permitted,  thefe  perfeftions  muil 
have  been  for  ever  idle,  concealed,  and  as  much  un- 
known, as  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  divine  na- 
ture. But  now  there  is  room  for  the  various  oeco- 
nomy  of  providence  towards  guilty  creatures,  and 
particularly  for  the  mediatorial  fcheme  of  falvation 
to  our  world.  And  I  now  proceed  to  fhew,  that  in 
this  fcheme  all  the  perfedtions  of  God  have  an  illuf- 
trious  difplay,  and  are  reprefented  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. 

Here  I  would  confider  this  fcheme,  both  abfolutely 
in  itfelf  and  relatively,  as  a  part  of  the  grand  admi- 
niftration 
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niftration  towards  the  rational  world.  In  the  latter 
view,  I  Ihall  eonlider  it  but  briefly,  and  therefore  I 
fliall  begin  with  it. 

Confidering  it  relatively,  as  a  part  of  the  divine, 
oeconomy  towards  the  rational  world,  it  concurs  with 
the  other  parts,  to  fliow  the  amiable  and  wife  variety 
of  the  divine  government,  or  in  how  many  ways  God 
can  anfwer  his  ends,  and  difplay  his  perfections  ia 
his  difpenfations  towards-  his  creatures^ 

The  fcriptures  give  us  an  account  of  the  divine, 
conduct  towards  two  forts  of  reafonable  creatures^ 
angels  and  men.  And  from  thence  we  may  alfo  learn 
the  wife  variety  of  the  divine  difpenfations  towarda 
them.  A  part  of  the  angels  were  preferved  in  their 
primitive  ftate  of  holinefs,  and  a  part  of  them  were 
fufFered  to  fall  into  fin.  But  the  whole  human  race 
was  permitted  to  fall,  and  not  one  of  them  continued 
in  their  original  ftate  af  integrity.  A  part  of  the 
angels  are  happy  for  ever  ;  and  fo  is  a  number  of 
mankind.  But  here  lies  the  difference  ;  the  angels 
are  continued  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  from  which  they 
never  fell :  but  the  faved  from  among  men  are  reco- 
vered from  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery,  into  which  they 
fell,  to  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  which  they  had  entirely 
loft.  The  angels  are  entitled  to  happinefs  upon  the 
footing  of  a  covenant  of  works,  to  which  they  have 
yielded  perfeft  obedience ;  but  men  are  faved  entire- 
ly upon  the  plan  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  on  ac- 
count of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  imputed  to 
them  and  accepted  for  them,  though  it  be  not  origi- 
nally their  own.  The  angels,  having  never  offended, 
have  no  need  of  a  Mediator,  or  of  redemption  thra* 
his  blood.  But  it  is  through  a  Mediator  only  that 
guilty  mortals  have  accefs  to  God  \  and  they  owe 
their  falvation  to  his  death.  As  to  the  fallen  angels, 
there  was  no  Saviour  provided  for  them  ;  but  to  us  is 
'  born  a  Saviour^  who  is  Chriji  the  Lord,  They  were 
never  placed  in  a  fecond  ftate  of  trial,  or  under  a  diC- 
penfation  of  grace,  but  given  up  to  irrecoverable  ruin 

immediatelyv 
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immediately,  upon  their  firft  apoftacy ;  but  bur  guilty 
race  is  placed  under  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  and 
made  probationers  for  a  happy  immortality,  after 
t!heir  firft  falL  The  devils  are  irrecoverably  loft  for 
want  of  a  Saviour  ;  but  the  finners  from  among  men 
perifh  by  the  neglefting  a  Saviour.  All  the  fallen  an- 
gels, without  one  exception,  are  remedilefsly  mifera- 
ble ;  but  only  a  part  of  mankind  fliare  in  their  dooni. 
The  angels  flood  every  one  for  himfelf,  but  Adam 
was  conftituted  our  reprefentative;  our  concerns  were 
lodged  in  his  hands,  and  we  fell  in  him.  Now  what 
a  furprizing  variety  is  here  !  here  are  fome  holy  and 
happy  beings,  that  were  never  otherwife  ;  and  fome 
that  are  recovered  to  holinefs  and  happinefs,  who  had 
been  deeply  involved  in  guilt  and  mifery  :  here  are 
fome  rewarded  for  their  own  perfonal  works  of  obe- 
dience ;  and  fome  are  faved  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
another  :  here  are  fome  that  have  accefs  to  God  with- 
out a  Mediator,  and  fome  through  a  Mediator.  Some 
that  have  always  gone  on  in  an  eafy,  natural  tenor 
of  uniform  obedience;  and  fome,  that  have  paffed 
through  various  conflifts  and  temptations,  and  af- 
cended  to  heaven  from  the  field  of  battle  ;  here  are 
fome  fliining  in  all  the  glory  of  native  innocence, 
highly  improved,  but  not  nev/-created  ;  and  fome  re- 
paired from  their  ruins,  and  formed  anew.  Here  are 
fome  that  perifti  without  a  difpenfation  of  grace,  and 
fome  from  under  a  difpenfation  of  grace  :  fome  with- 
out the  offer  of  a  Saviour,  and  fome  for  rejefting  the 
offer.  Here  are  fome  finners  abandoned  for  ever  for 
the  firft  offence  ;  and  fome  loft  by  abufing  their  time 
of  trial  and  the  means  of  their  recovery.  What  va- 
rious theatres  are  thefe,  on  which  to  difplay  the  glo- 
ry of  the  divine  perfeftions  !  what  amazing  wifdom 
to  form  fo  many  different  models  of  govern  ment^ 
and  fo  conduft  and  manage  them  all,  as  to  anfwer 
the  beft  ends  !  If  there  be  any  of  the  divine  attri-* 
butes  that  are  moft  properly  e:xercifed  upon  finlefs 
treatures  that  never  fell,  they  meet  with  a  proper 

object 
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objea  in  the  elect  angels.  If  there  be  any  perfediong 
that  cannot  be  difplayed  but  upon  the  guilty,  here 
are  guilty  men  and  angels,  in  the  conduct  towards 
whom  they  may  jQiine  in  their  full  glory.  If  there 
be  any  of  the  divine  attributes  that  may  be  repre- 
fented  in  the  moft  illuftrious  light,  in  the  recovery 
of  loft  finners  through  the  obedience  and  fufferingjj 
of  a  Mediator,  here  are  thoufands  faved  in  this  way 
from  among  men,  who  will  be  the  everlafiine  mo- 
numents of  their  amiable  glories.  If  any  of  the  di- 
vine perfeftions  can  receive  more  honour  by  punilh- 
ing  abandoned  criminals  immediately  given  up  to 
remedilefs  ruin,  they  receive  that  honour  from  the 
cverlafting  punifhment  of  the  fallen  angels ;  or  if  any- 
of  them  be  difplayed  to  greater  advantage,  by  the 
punifliment  of  the  ungrateful  abufers  of  the  means 
of  grace,  and  a  time  of  trial,  the  impenitent  and  un- 
believing fons  of  men  are  a  proper  objed  for  them. 
To  all  which  I  may  add,  that  here  we  have  the  di- 
vine perfeftions  difplayed  in  juftification  by  works 
and  by  grace,  in  inflicting  punifhment  upon  the  pro* 
per  offender,  and  upon  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  furety :  and 
whatever  glory  may  be  peculiar  to  one  or  other  of 
thefe  ways,  or  may  refult  from  them  all  conjunctly 
as  one  whole,  or  fyftem  of  government,  all  that  glo* 
ry  redounds  to  the  divine  perfedions. — Thus  you 
fee  the  method  of  falvation  through  Chrift,  confi* 
dered  as  a  part  of  the  grand  fcheme  of  the  divine  gOr 
vernment,  tends  to  the  illuftration  of  the  perfections 
of  God :  it  is  one  link  in  the  bright  chain ;  and  fliould 
it  be  broken  or  removed,  the  whole  fyftem  and  con* 
texture  would  be  fhattered  or  left  incomplete.  Thus 
St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  by  the  difpenfations  of  grace 
towards,  the  church,  are  made  known,  not  only  to 
mellr,  but  to  principalities  and  powers  (that  is,  to  the 
angels)  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God,  his  variegated 
and  beautifully  diverfified  wifdom.  Ephef.  iii.  10. 
And  O  !  that  our  eyes  may  be  enlightened  to  behold 
and  admire  it !    However  little  this  divine  fcheme 

be 


3/4  5Rfcf  iBvine  Perfediom  illujiraud    Sernr.  37-^ 

be  regarded  in  our  blind  and  ungrateful  world,  the? 
various  ranks  of  angels  cannot  behold  it  with  carefefs- 
eyes  :  they  ftoop,*  and  look,  and  pry  into  it,  with  sb 
divine  curiofity  and  an  iniatiable  eagernefs,  through 
lU  eternity. — But  let  us  now  proceed  to  a  more  par- 
ticular furvey  of  this  fcheme,  confidered  abfolutely  in 
itfelf;  and,  in  this  view,  we  ihall  find  the  divine 
perfections  are  difplayed  more  glorioufly  by  it,  than* 
by  any  other ;  particularly — ^as  ta  the  degree — the 
harmony— ^the  univerfality— the  grace  and  benevo- 
lence— and  the  wonderful  and  furprifing  manner  oF 
tKe  difplay. 

I.  By  this  fchemc  the  divine  perfcftions  are  diC- 
played  in  the  higheft  degree  poflible.  It  appears  that 
iuch  and  fuch  attributes  not  only  belong  to  God,  but 
that  they  are  in  him  in  the  higheft  perfeftion.  Good- 
nefe  had  already  difplayed  itfdf  all  the  world  over,  in* 
giving  life  and  breath,  and  all  things,  to  the  fons  of 
men,  from  age  to  age.  But  what  are  the  bleffings  of 
the  fun  and  rain,  what  are  the  produftions  of  the 
earth,  when  compared  to  his  only  begotten  Son,  the 
man  that  was  his  fellow,  whom  he  loved  more  than 
ten  thoufand  worlds  !  This  is  an  unfpeakable gift ;  this 
the  richeft  gift  which  even  the  infinite  goodnefs  of 
God  could  beftow  :  almighty  love  could  do  no  more  ; 
this  was  its  ne  plus  ultra.  T  he  creation  and  fupport 
of  millions  of  worlds  would  not  have  difplayed  fuch  a 
degree  of  love  and  goodnefs  as  this.  God  had  dif- 
played his  holinefs  and  juftice,  and  his  abhorrence  of 
fin,  by  the  variety  of  his  judgments  upon  a  guilty 
world ;  and  he  will  difplay  thefe  attributes  to  aU  eter- 
nity by  the  more  dreadful  punifliments  of  hell.  But 
the  fubjecls  of  thefe  punifliments  are  the  creatures  of 
an  inferior  order  ;  and  they  have  provoked  their 
gracious  Sovereign,  and  moft  juftly  incurred  hisMif- 

pleafure, 

♦  1  Pet.  i,  12.  "  Which  things  (that  is,  the  things  now 
preached  to  us  by  the  gofpel,  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  and  the 
glory  that  fhould  follow)  the  angels  defire,  parakypjai^  to  bend 
and  pry  into"  with  eager  eyes. 
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pleafure,  by  their  own  perfonal  crimes.  Thefe  he 
may  therefore  punifli,  and  yet  fpare  his  Son,  when  he 
only  becomes  the  fiirety  of  the  guilty,  and  he  is  charge- 
able with  no  fin  of  his  own,  but  only  the  imputed  guilt 
of  others.  The  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  greatndfs  of 
the  love  of  his  Father  to  him,  his  perfonal  innocence, 
and  the  benevolence  of  his  defign,  plead  for  him,  and 
feem  to  promife  him  an  exemption,  or  at  leaft  the 
mitigation  of  his  fufierings.  This  now  is  the  greatcft 
trial  that  can  be  made,  whether  divine  juftice  be  ftrift- 
ly  inexorable,  whether  God  can  be  prevailed  upon  by 
the  ftrongeft  poffible  inducements  to  connive  at  fin, 
and  difpenfe  with  his  law.  Had  the  doom  of  the 
whole  created  univerfe  been  fufpended  on  it,  it  would 
not  have  been  fo  great  a  trial.  And  what  was  the 
iffue  ?  St.  Paul  will  tell  you  the  amazing  refult,  G(ki 
/pared  not  his  own  Son^  his  proper,  peculiar  Son,*  but 
delivered  him  up  to  death.  Rom.  viii.  32.  When  the 
honour  of  his  juftice  and  holinefs  were  at  ftake,  even 
the  Father  would  not  relent ;  but  with  his  own  mouth 
he  iffues  out  the  dread  commiffion,  Awake^  Ofword^ 
againjl  my  Shepherd^  againji  the  Man  that  is  my  fellow ^ 
faith  the  Lord  of  Hofis  j  fmite  the  Shepherd^  fmite  and 
fpare  not.  Zech.  xiii.  7.  Now  it  evenpleafed  the  Father 
to  bruife  him,  and  put  him  to  grief,  Ifa.  liii.  10.  And 
could  there  be  a  more  aftonilhing  difplay  of  juftice 
and  the  facred  honours  of  the  divine  government  ? 
could  a  more  ftriking  proof  be  given  of  the  infinite 
holinefs  of  the  divine  nature,  the  malignity  of  fin,  and 
his  implacable  hatred  to  it  ?  No ;  all  the  punifliments 
of  hell  can  never  give  fuch  an  illuftrious  difplay  of 
thefe  perfeftions.f     I  might  fliew  how  fundry  other 

attributes, 

•  tou  idiou  hyioum 

+  How  aflonifhing  was  the  rigid  juftice  of  Brutus  tho  Elder, . 
who,  in  fpite  of  all  the  paflions  of  a  father,  pafled  fentence  of 
death  upon  his  own  fons,  for  confpiring  again  ft  the  liberty  of 
their  country.     While  the  amiable  youths  ftood  trembling  and 
weeping  befoce  him,  and  hoping  their  tears  would  be  the  moft 

,  powerful 
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"^attributes,  particularly  wifdom  and  veracity,  arc  illut 
trated  to  the  higfaeft  degree  poffiUe  by  this  icheme  } 
but  my  time  denies  me  that  pieafure* 

IL  The  divine  perfections  are  dij^hjed  in  the 
-ffoft  perfect  harmony  in  this  method  of  lalvation  :  I 
•mean  fuch  of  them  as  ieemed  to  jar,  to  cloud  the 
glory  of  each  other,  or  to  be  incapable  of  being  illuf« 
trated  at  once,  are  now  reconciled  and  mingle  their 

•  besmfis,  and,  inftead  of  obfcuring,  refled  a  ^ry  upon 
each  other.  The  matter  was  fo  circumilanced,  that  it 
ieemed  really  impoflible  to  men  and  angds  to  difplay 

•  fevend  divine  perfe^ons  conjundly.  There  feemed 
to  be  a  neceflity  that  one  or  other  of  them  fliould  be 
edipfed ;  for  if  srace  ihoidd  be  difplayed  in  the  urn- 
verM  pardon  oftin,  without  the  inffidioii  of puniih- 
fiient,  what  will  become  of  juftice  ?  How  wiU  the  ha- 
finefs  of  God  be  difplayed  r  how  will  the  honour  of 

the 

powerful  defence  with  a  father !  while  the  Senate  whifper  for 
the  moderation  of  the  puniihmeat,  and  that  they  might  efcape 
with  banilhmcnt ;  while  his  fellow-conful  is  filent ;  while  the 
multitude  tremble  and  expeft  the  decifion  with  horror,  the  in- 
exorable Brutus  rifes  in  all  the  ftem  majefty  of  juilice,  and  with 
a  Heady  voice,  not  interrupted  wkh  one  (igh,  turning  to  the 
liters,  who  were  the  executioners,  fays  to  them,  "  To  you, 
*'  liftors,  I  deliver  them  ;  execute  the  law  upon  them."  In  this 
fentence  he  perfifted  inexorable,  notwithftanding  the  weeping 
intcrccflions  of  the  multitude,  and  the  cries  of  the  young  men 
calling  upon  their  father  by  the  mod:  endearing  names.  The 
lidors  feized  them,  flripped  them  naked,  tied  their  hands  be- 
hind them,  beat  them  with  rods,  and  then  (Iruck  off  their  heads  ; 
the  inexorable  Brutus  looking  on  the  bloody  fpeftacle  with  un- 
altered countenance.  Thus  the  father  was  loft  in  the  judg-e  : 
the  love  of  juftipe  overcame  all  the  fondnefs  of  the  parent :  pri- 
vate intereft  was  fwallowed  up  in  a  regard  to  the  public  good, 
and  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  government.  This,  perhaps,  is 
the  mo  ft  ftriking  rcfemblance  ofthejuftice  of  the  Deity  that 
can  be  found  in  the  hlftory  of  mankind.  But  how  far  (hort 
does  it  fall !  how  trifling  were  the  fufFerings  of  thefe  youths, 
compared  to  thofe  of  the  Son  of  God  !  How  infignificant  the 
honour  of  the  law  and  government  for  which  they  fufFered,  to 
that  of  the  divine!  How  fmall  the  good  of  the  public,  in  one 
cafe,  to  that  in  the  other  !— — Sec  Univcrfal  Hiftory,  vol.  xi, 
p.  360.  Liv.  1.  ii.  c.  5. 
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the  law  and  the  facted  rights  of  government  be  fecu*^ 
red  ?  But  if  thefe  be  illuftrated  by  the  puniihment  of 
fin,  how  will  the  goodnefs,  grace,  and  mercy  of  God 
appear  in  difFufing  happinefs,  in  conferring  bleflings 
on  the  unworthy,  and  in  relieving  the  miferable  !  If 
finners  are  faved  without  a  fatisfadion,  how  will  ft 
appear  that  God  is  righteous,  and  hates  all  moral  evil? 
or  if  a  full  fatisfacUon  be  made,  how  will  it  appear 
that  their  falvation  is  of  graqe  ?  Can  fin  be  punilhed, 
and  yet  the  finner  efcape  without  puniftiment  ?,  What- 
device  Ihall  be  found  out  for  this  ?  If  fin  pais  unpun- 
ilhed,  where  is  the  honour  of  juftice  ?  and  if  all  fin-  ' 
ners  are  puniflied,  where  is  the  glory  of  grace  ?  If  the 
threatened  penalty  be  not  executed,  is  not  the  divine 

•  veracity  rendered  fufpicious  ?  and  if  it  be  executed,  ' 
what  will  become  of  the  amiable  attribute  of  mercy  ? 
Thefe,  my  brethren,  are  a  few  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  cafe  was  embarrafled  and  perplexed  ;  and 
they  would  have  nonplufed  all  created  underftand-* 
ings  :  nothing  but  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  coulcL  , 
fur  mount  them.     You  fee  that  the  illuftration  of  bnp 

•  fet  of  perfedions  feems  to  cafl:  a  cloud  over  another 
fet.  To  whatever  fide  the  Deity  inclines,  there  feems 
to  be  a  neceffity  that  he  fliould  be  but  half-glorigus, 
like  the  fun  under  a  partial  eclipfe.  And  is  there  any 
method  in  which  he  may  be  reprefented  as  he  is,  au 
glorious  throughout  ?  , 

"  A  God  all  o'er,  confummatc,  abfolute, 

**  FuU-orb'd,  in  his  whole  round  of  rays  complete."        » 

YOUNC. 

Yes  ;  fuch  a  method  is  the  plan  of  falvation  thro' 
Chrift.  Thefe  apparently  clalhing  attributes  harmo- 
nize ;  and  are  fo  far  from  clouding  each  other,  that 
they  are  each  of  them  difplayed  to  greater  advantage 
than  if  only  one  had  been  fingly  exercifed.  They 
refleft  a  mutual  glory  upon  each  other  ;  and  every 
one  appears  more  illuftrious  in  conjundiori  with  the 
refl:,  than  if  it  flione  alone  with  its  own  peculiar  glory. 

Vol.  II.  C  c  c  Here 
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"Here  juftice  is  honoured  by  the  infiiclion  of  the 
punifliment  upon  Chrift,  as  the  furety  of  finners  ; 
and  yet  goodnefs,  grace,  and  mercy  fliine  in  full  glo- 
ry in  their  falvation.  They  are  faved  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  ftricl  luftice,  becaufe  their  furety  made  a  com- 
plete fatisfaclion  for  them  ;  and  yet  they  are  favcd 
through  grace,  becaufe  it  was  grace  that  provided 

,  and  accepted  this  method  of  vicarious  fatisfaftion. 
The  honours  of  the  divine  government  are  fccured 
by  Chrifl's  perfect  obedience  to  the  law ;  and  the 

.  philanthropy  and  mercy  of  the  divine  adminiftration 
are  alfo  exhibited  in  the  falvation  ofthofe  who  in 
their  own  perfons  had  broken  the  law.  Thus,  ac- 
cording to  that  prophetic  oracle,  Mercy  and  truth  are  ^ 
net  tog£tber.y  and  agreed  ;  rigbtcoufnefs  und  peace  have 
kiffid  each  other  in  perfeft  friendmip,  Pfalm  Ixxxv. 
10,  II.  Here  alfo  the  wifdom  of  God  is  moft  glori- 
oufly  difplayed,  in  concerting  fuch  an  amazing  plan 
as  would  reconcile  ihefe  feemingly  oppolite  attri- 
butes, and  advance  the  honour  of  all  by  the  exercife  of 
each;  -.wmX  even  of  that  which  appeared  moll:  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  reft.  This  fchcme  bears  the  peculiar 
■feal  and  ftamp  of  the  moft  finifhed  wifdom.  In  it 
arc  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge. 
O  !  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  the  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge of  God  that  appear  in  it !  It  w^s  only  his  infi- 
nite wifdom  that  could  invent  fuch  a  fcheme  :  it  fur- 
pafled  all  created  underftanding.  Hence  it  is  often 
Cilled  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myjiery  ;  the  myfiery  which 
has  been  bid  from  ages  and  generations  :  and  it  is  faid  to 
Teveal  things  ivhich  eye  }md  netfeen,  nor  ear  beard,  nor 
the  heai-t  of  man  conceived.     1  Cor.  ii.  9. 

To  this  head  I  may  fubjoin,  that  in  Chrift,  as  Me- 
diator, are  reconciled  the  moft  oppofite  and  feeming- 
ly  contradiftory  charafters.  Things  may  be  truly 
and  confiftcntly  predicted  of  him,  which  cannot  agree 
"to  any  one  fubjcft  befides  himfelf.  A  God-man,  di- 
vinity and  humanity  united  in  one  perfon  ;  the  Anci- 
ent of  Days,  yet  not  but  1760  years  oldj  the  ever- 
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lafting  Father,  and  yet  the  virgin's  Son,  the  child  of 
Mary  ;  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  an4  yet 
the  Servant  of  fervants.  1  he  higheft  dignity  and 
glory,  and  the  loweft  condefcenfion  and  humility 
meet  in  him.  Here  is  juftice  punifliing  every  tlyp 
leaft  fin,  and  yet  grace  to  pardon  the  v^y  greateft-  of 
finners.  Here  are  infinite  majefty,  and  the  moft  tran- 
fcendent  meeknefs :  the  deepeft  reverence  toward 
God,  and  a  full  equality  with  him :  infinite  worthi- 
nefs  of  good,  and  the  mofi:  perfect  patience  under  the 
fuffering  of  evil ;  a  fubmiffive,  obedient  fpirit,  and 
fupreme  and  univerfal  dominion  !  abfolute  fovereign- 
ty  and  humble  refignation,  Jefus  conquers  by  fall-  ^ 
ing,  faves  others  by  dying  himfelf,  and  the  blood  of 
his  heart  becomes  the  grand  cure  for  the  dying  world.. 
In  him  we  fee  the  highefl:  love  to  God,  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  greateft  love  to  the  enemies  of  God ; 
the  greatefl:  regard  to  the  divine  holinefs,  and  the 
greatefl:  benevolence  to  unholy  finners.  ft  would  be 
endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  oppofite  excellencies  and 
characters  that  meet  and  harmonize  in  Jefus  Chriftj 
but  thefe  may  fuffice  as  a  fpecimen.  And  what  a  fur- 
prizing  complication  of  things  is  here  !  Things  that 
never  did,  or  could  meet  in  any  other,  harmonioufly 
center  in  him.  How  juftly  is  his  name  called  Woa-  < 
derful !  for  as  his  name  is,  fo  is  he  :  and  as  fuch,  he  ^ 
will  appear  to  all  that  know  him  to  all  eternity.  How 
bright  and  aftoniftiing  is  the  glory  of  God  In  the  face* 
of  Jefus  Chrifl: !  "  That  face,  in  which  fenfcdifcovers 
nothing  but  marks  of  pain  and  difgrace ;  that  bloa- 
ted, ma^igled  vifage,  red  with  gore,  covered  withr 
marks  of  fcorn,  fwelled  with  firokes,  and  pale  with 
death,  that  would  be  the  laft  objeft  ia  which  the  carnal 
mijid  would  feek  to  fee  the  glory  of  the  God  of  life,  a  ' 
vifage  clouded  with  the  horror  of  death  y  in  that  face 
we  may  fee  more  of  the  divine  glory  than  in  thefadb 
of  heaven  and  earth.''*  He  is  the  wifdom  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  God ;  that  is,  in  him  is  the  brighteft 

difplay 
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difplay  of  his  wifdom  and  power,  as  well  as  of  his 
other  attributes.     But  I  muft  proceed. 

III.  The  perfections  of  God  are  more  univerfallT 
difplayed  in  the  method  of  falvation  through  Chrift 
■  than  in  any  other  way. 

1  he  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs  of  God  are  dis- 
played in  the  formation  of  the  world  ;  and  there  are 
many  traces  of  thefe  perfections,  as  well  as  of  hisjuf- 
tice,  difcoverable  in  the  government  of  it.  But  there 
is  a  more  full  and  ftriking  view  of  thefe  exhibited  in 
the  government  of  the  world  upon  the  plan  ot  re-  - 
demption,  with  the  additional  illuftration  of  fomc 
othw  attributes,  which  would  have  been  unknown, 
or  difcovcred  only  by  fome  feeble  glimmerings,  if  the 
world  had  never  been  governed  upon  this  plan.  Here, 
as  I  obferved,  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  ail  its  forms  is 
illuftrioufly  difplayed  :  grace  in  beftowing  free  fa- 
vours upon  the  guilty  and  undcferving  j  mercy  and 
companion  in  relieving  the  miferablc  ;  patience  and 
long-fuffering  in  bearing  fo  long  with  provoking  ob- 
ftinate  rebels  ;  whereas  if  there  had  been  no  guilt, 
mifery,  and  rebellion  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
world  ;  -or  if  no  guilt  had  been  pardoned,  no  mifery 
relieved,  no  rebellion  endured,  there  would  have  been 
no  room  for  the  difplay  of  grace,  mercy,  and  patience. 
Here  juftice  Ihines,  and  fhines  with  peculiar  advan- 
tage:  now  it  appears  to  be  an  infeparable  attribute 
of  the  Deity,  and  which  he  can  in  no  cafe  difpenfe 
with.  Here  varacity  appears  unftained,  in  executing 
the  penalty  of  the  law,  even  upon  the  darling  Son  of 
God.  The  majefty  of  the  divine  government"  and 
its  facred  rights,  thefe  too  arc  reprefented  as  inviola- 
ble and  venerable,  and  demanding  the  regard  of  the 
whole  creation  ;  whereas,  if  there  had  been  no  guilt, 
there  could  have  been  no  objeft  upon  which  the  aw- 
ful honours  of  divine  juftice  might  be  difplayed  ;  and 
if  all  guilt  had  been  pardoned  without  fatisfaftion, 
this  majeftic  attribute,  fo  venerable  and  fo  amiable  in 
the  charafter  of  a  ruler,  would  have  been  for  ever 
concealed  j 
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concealed;  or  rather,  great  umbrage  would  liave 
been  given,  that  fuch  a  perfeftion  did  not  belong  t6 
the  fupreme  Governor  of  the  world.     And  a  judge 
without  juftice,  a  lawgiver  who  does  not  enforce 
his  laws  by  proper  fanftions,  could  be  agreeable  td 
none  but  wilful  criminals.     A  petty  kingdom  of  the 
earth  would  foon  become  a  fcene  of  lawlefs  violence 
and  confufion  under  fuch  a  ruler ;  and  how  dreadful 
would  be  the  cafe,  if  the  whole  univerfe  were  under 
fuch  a  head  !  Here  alfo  is  a  moft  illulirious  difplay  of 
divine  power.  Though  Chrift  was  crucified  in  weak- 
nefs,  yet  omnipotence  flione  even  upon  the  crofs.  . 
This  may  feem  a  paradox.     "  The  Jews  thought 
Chrift's  crucifixion  a  demonfl:ration  of  his  want  ci 
power ;   hence  they  upbraided  him,  that  he  that 
wrought  fo  many  miracles,  fuffered  himfelf  to  hang 
on  the  crofs  ;  but  this  was  the  greatefl  miracle  of  aU. 
They  afked  why  he,  who  faved  others,  faved  not 
himfelf  :  they  named  the  reafon,  without  taking  no- 
tice of  it :  that  was  the  very  reafon  why  at  that  time 
he  faved  not  himfelf,  becaufe  he  faved  others.     The 
motive  of  his  enduring  the  crofs  was  powerful  divine 
love,  fl:ronger  than  death  :  the  fruits  of  it  powerful 
divine  grace,  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  Ronl. 
i.  16.  making  new  creatures,  raifing  fouls  from  the 
dead  :  thefe  are  afts  ^of  omnipotence.     We  jufHy 
admire  the  power  of  the  Creator,  in  the  motion  criF 
the  heavenly  bodies  ;  but  the  motion  of  fouls  towards 
God  as  their  center  is  far  more  glorious. — The  curfc 
of  the  law  was  a  weight  fufficient  to  crufli  a  world. 
So  they  found  it  who  firfl:  brought  it  upon  themfelves. 
It  funk  legions  of  angels,  who  excel  in  ftrength,  from 
the  heaven  of  heavens  to  the  bottomlefs  pit.     And 
the  fame  weight  hung  over  the  head  of  man,     Befofie 
man  could  bear  it,  before  any  perfon  could  bear  his 
own  proportion  of  it,  it  behoved,  as  it  were,  to  be 
divided  into    numberlefs   parcels,  and  diftributed 
among  all  marfdnd,  allowing  every  finner  his  fhare* 
Man,  after  numberlefs  ages,  would  have  borne  but  a 
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finall  part :  the  wrath  to  come  would  Have  been 
wrath  to  come  to  all  eternity.  But  Chrift  hadftrength 
to  bear  it  all,  to  bear  it  all  at  once,  to  bear  it  all  alone  ; 
and  what  a  glorious  manifeftation  of  his  might  waa 
this  !  of  the  noblert  kind  of  might,  that  he  was  migh- 
ty to  favc  !"• — I  might  be  more  particular,  but  time 
will  not  allow. 

I V".  The  fcheme  of  falvation  through  the  fuffcr- 
ings  of  Chrift  gives  the  moft  gracious,  benevolent, 
and  amiable  difplay  of  the  divine  perfcdtions.  This 
is  evident  at  Sril  fight,  from  this  coufideration,  that 
by  this  fcheme  finncrs,  fuch  finhers  as  we,  may  be 
laved-  O  the  joyful  found !  falvation  fftr  the  loft, 
pardon  for  the  condemned,  fanftification  for  the  un- 
holy, life  for  the  dead!  what  can  be  more  agreeable 
to  us  1  Angels  contemplate  this  plan  with  eternal 
pleafurc,  though  they  do  not  need  nOr  receive  fuch, 
blcfiings  from  it,  and  how  much  more  fliould  we 
.who  are  fo  nearly  interefced !  Goodncfs,  grace,  and 
mercy  are  always  the  favourite  attributes  to  guilty 
creatures  fuch  as  we  are,  and  where  do  they  fliine  fo 
bright  in  heaven  or  earth,  as  in  the  crofs  of  our  dy- 
ing Jefus  ?  But  you  will  fay,  "  Suppofe  that  the  fms 
of  men  had  been  pardoned,  and  they  faved,  without 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift  in  their  ftead  ;  fuppofe  that 
the  ftern  attribute  of  juftice  had  never  been  difplay- 
ed  in  the  infliction  of  punifliment  either  upon  finners, 
or  upon  their  furety,  where  would  liave  been  the  in- 
jury ?  would  not  the  Deity  have  appeared  in  a  ftill 
more  amiable  light,  as  all  benevolence  and  mercy  ?" 
So  criminals  may  furmife,  whofc  intereft  it  is  that 
there  fhould  be  no  fuch  attribute  as  punitive  juftice. 
But  I  appeal  to  angels,  who  are  not  parties,  as  crimi- 
nals  are,  but  competent  judges ;  I  appeal  to  every 
lover  of  virtue  and  piety  ;  nay,  I  appeal  to  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  mankind,  whether  a  ruler  without  juT- 
tice  would  be  an  amiable  charafter  in  their  view  ? 
Would  they  choofe  to  live  under^a  government 
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where  vice,  violence,  and  confufion  were  not  re- 
ftrained  by  the  execution  of  the  law,  but  fliared  in 
the  rewards,  or  at  leaft  in  the  indemnity  of  perfe^ 
obedience  ?  would  they  choofe  a  king,  who,  through 
a  falfe  notion  of  lenity  and  mercy,  would  fuflfer  cri-' 
minals  to  pafs  with  impunity  ?  Do  not  the  innoc^ 
part  of  the  fubjeAs  approve  of  the  cqnduft  of  their 
rulers  in  condemning  and  executing  criminals,  as  weU  , 
as  in  protefting  themfelves  ?  and  what  a  murmur^ 
ing  fpreads  through  a  government,  when  fuch  arc 
tolerated  or  approved  ?  The  complaints  we  hear  of 
the  exceffive  ftriftnefs  pf  divine  juftice,  the  cruelty 
of  ete^^nal  torments,  &c.  is  the  voice  of  guilt,  and  we 
fliould  regard  it  no  more  than  the  clamours  of  a  band 
of  robbers  againft  the  juft  laws  of  their  country.  Jus- 
tice, my  brethren,  is  not  that  grim,  horrible,  and  fpt- 
bidding  attribute,  which  the  guilty  are  apt  to  ima- 
gine ;  it  is  not  only  a  majeftic,  but  an  amiable,  agree- 
able, lovely  perfection  ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  moral  beau- 
ty of  the  divine  nature  ;  it  is  effential  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  good  ruler ;  it  is  neceflary  to  the  public  good; 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  exercife  of  goodnefs 
itfelf.  The  judicious,  well-condufted  exercife  of  good- 
nefs is  not  a  promifcuous,  indifcrimiiiating  commu- 
nication of  happinefs  at  random  ;  but  the  communi- 
cation of  happinefs  according  to  the  real  charaftejis  of 
the  fubje<a:s ;  it  fuppofes  a  diftinftion  of  the  obedient 
and  ditobedient.  No  government  can  fubfift  without 
this ;  and  this  is  the  very  nature  of  diftributive  juftice. 
Hence  it  fpllows  that  the  difplay  of  divine  juftice,  as 
well  as  grace,  in  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  reprefents  the 
divine  nature  in  an  amiable  light  to  us,  as  infinitely 
worthy  of  our  love  as  well  as  of  our  fear.     But, 

V.  The  way  of  falvation  through  the  fufferings 
of  Jefus  Chrift  gives  the  moft  wonderful  and  fur-? 
prifing  difplay  of  the  perfections  of  God.  That  jsa 
caufe  of  wonder  and  furprize,  which  is  ftrange  and 
uncommon,  new  and  unexpefted  ;  and  certainly  wc 
can  never  meet  with  things  more  ftrange,  uncom- 
mon. 
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mon,  and  unespeftcd,  than  in  the  way  of  falvation 
through  Chrift.  I  have  mentioned  fome  of  them  al- 
ready with  another  view  :  and  now  I  fliall  enumerate 
a  few  wonders  more.  At  the  creation,  a  world  was 
brought  out  of  a  ftate  of  non-exiftence  into  being  ; 
but  in  this  way,  finners  are  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
complete  happincfsand  glory  out  of  a  ftate  infinitely 
worfc  than  that  of  non-exiftcnce.  In  the  old  creation, 
as  there  were  no  prc-exiftcnt  materials,  or  tendency 
to  cxiftence,  fo  there  was  no  refiftance:  but  in  the 
new  creation,  there  is  a  ftrong  refiftance,  an  obftinate 
oppofition  of  corrupt  nature  againft  tlie  operation  ; 
and  yet,  behold  all  things  are  made  new  !  Who  would 
ever  have  thought  that  the  apoftate  angels  fliould 
have  been  abandoned  to  the  remedilefs  ruin,  while  a 
Saviour  is  provided  for  the  inferior  order  of  man  ! 
Had  Adam  been  plainly  informed  that  He,  by  whom 
he  and  all  things  were  made,  fhould  ailume  his  frail 
and  mortal  nature,  how  would  he  have  wondered  ! 
And  how  muft  angels  wonder,  to  fee  the  Creator  and 
the  creature  made  one  perfon  !  to  fee  their  Lord  and 
Matter  become  man,  a  man  that  in  his  beft  eftate 
was,  made  a  little  lower  than  they!  How  ftrange, 
that  guilty  mortals  fhould  be  faved  by  the  death  of 
the  Lord  of  life  !  How  ailonilhing,  that  a  church 
flioiild  be  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  God !  how  ftrange 
and  furprifing,  that  the  reputed  fon  of  the  carpenter, 
the  defpifed  Nazarene  Ihould  be  made  head  over  all 
things  !  that  every  knee  Jliould  bow,  and  every  tongue 
confefs  to  him^  that  had  been  fo  rudely  infulted,  and 
treated  as  the  moft  contemptible  malefaftor  !  That 
the  reputed  criminal,  condemned  by  Pilate,  and  cru- 
cified on  mount  Calvary,  Ihould  be  made  the  only 
Saviour,  and  the  fupreme  Judge  of  mankind  !  How 
ftrange,  that  the  blood  of  the  crofs  fhould  reftore 
peace  to  earth  and  heaven,  and  be  the  grand  remedy 
of  a  dying  world  !  that  the  guilty  fliould  be  redeem- 
ed by  the  death  of  the  innocent?  that  death  fliould 
be  conquered  by  the  death  of  the  Author  of  life  ! 

that 
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that  the  greateft  fin  that  ever  was  committed  on  our 
guilty  globe,  namely,  the  murder  of  the  Son  of  God," 
fhould  be  the  occafion  of  the  gardon  of  fin,  even  for 
his  murderers !  Are  not  thefe,  my  brethren,  ftrange,' 
unprecedented  things  !  can  you  find  any  thing  like 
them  in  heaven  or  earth  ?  thefe  are  objefts  of  gr^-te- 
ful  aftonifhment  to  all  the  celeftial  armies  through 
all  the  periods  of  their  happy  immortality. 

I  fliall  now  conclude  with  a  few  reflections  and" 
exhortations. 

1 .  You  hence  fee  what  fliould  principally  recom- 
mend the  gofpel-fcheme  to  us  ;  namely,  that  it  pro- 
motes the  glory  of  God,  and  gives  fuch  an  advan- 
tageous, amiable,  and  majefliic  view  of  his  perfeftions. 
This  is  the  grand  defign  of  God,  and  the  only  defign 
worthy  of  him  in  all  his  works,  and  particularly  m 
making  this-confl:itution.  It  was  this  confideration 
induced  the  blefled  Jefus  to  go  through  his  painful 
work,  and  therefore  on  this  account  principally  we 
fliould  delight  in  this  method.  And  this  is  the  dif- 
pofition  of  all  thofe  that  are  conformed  to  God,  and 
have  the  fame  mind  that  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Qur 
own  falvation  fliould  indeed  be  dear  to  us,  but  not 
merely  becaufe  it  is  ours,  but  becaufe  it  tends  to  bring 
glory  to  God,  the  great  end  of  all  things.  Therefore, 

2.  They  who  have  never  been  fenuble  of  the  glo- 
ry of  God  manifefted  in  this  method  of  falvation, 
and  charmed  with  the  divine  perfeftions  difplayed 
therein,  have  not  complied  with  it,  and  cannot  be 
faved  by  it.  None  can  be  faved  by  it,  that  do  not 
heartily  approve  of  it ;  and  none  can  rationally  ap- 
prove of  it,  till  they  fee  its  glory.  It  is  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  all  true  believers,  that  God  hath  j]dined  into 
their  hearts^  to  give  them  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his 
glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  and  iii.  1 8. 
It  is  natural  to  aU  to  defire  to  be  faved  :  but  they 
are  not  folicitous  about  the  glory  of  God :  let  them 
be  but  fafe,  and  the  felfifli  creatures  care  little  for  any 
thing  elfe.  But  heaven  itfelf  is  recommended  to  a 
.    Vol.  IL  D  d  d  pious 
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pious  foul  by  the  thought  that  it  may  be  brought 
thither  in  a  way  that  tends  to  advance  his  glory. 
Alas  !  if  this  be  the  cafe,  how  many  of  you  are  quite 
off"  from  the  only  plan  of  falvation  !  you  fee  no  pe- 
culiar glories  in  it,  and  it  does  not  attrad  your  hearts 
as  the  grand  fcheme  for  illuftrating  the  divine  per- 
feAions ;  and  confequently,  you  have  no  intereft  in  it. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  aggravated  guilt  of  not  accepting 
this  method  of  falvation  ;  it  is  a  hoftile  attempt  up- 
on the  divine  glory  ;  it  is  the  worft  of  facrilege ;  and 
as  fuch,  Jehovah  refents  it. 

4.  You  may  hence  fee  how  fecure  you  are  of  fal- 
vation who  are  upon  the  gofpel-plan.  Your  falvation 
in  this  way  is  for  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfeftions. 
God  is  fo  far  from  having  any  objeftions  againft  it, 
that  on  the  other  hand,  his  honour  is  advanced  by 
it ;  and  therefore  he  will  take  the  fame  care  of  your 
felvation  as  he  will  of  his  own  glory,  which  is  con- 
cerned therein. 

5.  Thefe  things  may  endear  the  inftitution  of  the 
Lord's  fupper  to  you  as  exhibiting  thefe  glories,  by 
facred  emblems,  to  your  fenfes  :  therefore  you  fliould 
efteem  it,  and  reverently  attend  upon  it. 

It  is  true,  this  ordinance  reprefents  the  Lord  Jefus 
in  his  laweft  liate  of  abafement.  But  even  in  his 
loweft  ftate,  there  appears  a  peculiar  glory.  Here  I 
cannot  deny  you  the  pleafure  of  a  quotation  from 
that  excellent  man  Mr.  Mac  Laurin,  once  my  friend 
and  correfpondent,  now  the  companion  of  angels, 
and  inhabitant  of  u  better  world.  "  Even  the  mean- 
nefs  of  Chrift  did  not  wholly  becloud  his  glory  :  ma- 
ny beams  flione  through  the  difguife.  His  birth  was 
mean  on  earth  below :  but  it  was  celebrated  with 
hallelujahs  by  the  heavenly  hoft  in  the  air  above.  He 
had  a  poor  lodging  ;  but  a  ftar  lighted  vifitants  ta 
it  from  diftant  countries.  Never  prince  had  fuck 
vifitants,  fo  condufted.  He  had  not  the  magnificent 
equipage  that  other  kings  have  :  but  he  was  attend- 
ed with  multitudes  of  patients,  feeking  and  obtain- 
ing 
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ing  healing  of  foul  and  body  ;  that  was  more  true 
greatnefs  than  if  he  had  been  attended  with  crowds 
of  princes.  He  made  the  dumb  that  attended  him 
to  ling  his  praifes,  and  the  lame  to  leap  for  joy  ;  the 
deaf  to  hear  his  wonders,  and  the  blind  to  fee  his 
glory.  He  had  no  guard  of  foldiers,  nor  magnificent 
retinue  of  fervants  :  but,  as  the  centurion  that  had 
both  acknowledged,  health  and  ficknefs,  life  and 
death,  took  orders  from  him  :  even  the  winds  and 
ftorms,  which  no  earthly  power  could  controul,  obey 
him ;  and  death  and  the  grave  durft  not  refufe  to 
deliver  up  their  prey  when  he  demanded  it.  He 
did  not  walk  upon  tapeftry ;  but  when  he  walked 
on  the  fea,  the  waters  fupported  him.  All  parts  of 
the  creation,  except  finful  man,  honoured  him  as 
their  Creator.  He  had  no  treafure  ;  but  when  he 
liad  occafion  for  money,  the  fea  fent  it  to  him  in  the 
mouth  of  a  fifh.  He  had  no  barns  nor  corn-fields ; 
but  whsn  he  inclined  to  make  a  feafl:,  a  few  loaves 
covered  a  fufScient  table  for  many  thoufands.  Nor 
was  his  glory  wholly  clouded  at  his  death :  He  had 
not  indeed  that  phantafl:ic  equipage  of  forrow  that 
other  great  perfons  have  on  fuch  occafions,.but.  the 
frame  of  nature  folemnized  the  death  of  its  Author : 
heaven  and  earth  were  mourners,  the*  fun  was  clad 
in  black,  and,  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were 
unmoved,  the  earth  trembled  under  the  awful  load. 
There  were  few  to  pay  the  Jewifh  compliment  of 
rending  their  garments  ;  but  the  rocks  were  not  fo 
infenfible;  they  rent  their  bowels.  He  had  not  a 
grave  of  his  own,  but  other  mens  graves  opened  ta 
him.  Death  and  the  grave  might  be  proud  of  fuch 
a  tenant  in  their  territories  ;  but  he  came  there,  not 
as  a  fubjeft,  but  as  an  Invader,  a  Conqueror  :  it  was 
then  the  king  of  terrors  loft  his  fting,  and  on  the 
third  day  the  Prince  of  Life  triumphed  over  him, 
fpoiling  death  and  the  grave." — Thefe  are  the  things, 
ray  brethren,  this  ordinance  was  defigned  to  comme- 
morate :  and  certainly  thefe  are  full  of  glory. 

&  Thefe 
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6.  Thefe  things  may  furniih  you  with  propei:  ma- 
terials for  meditation  this  day.  Fix  your  thoughts 
upon  the  glories  of  God  difplayed  in  a  crucified  Je- 
fus,  take  a  furvey  of  the  fcheme  of  falvation  through 
his  blood,  as  bringing  not  only  falvation  to  you,  but 
honour  to  him  ;  and  wonder,  love,  and  adore. 

Finally,  Let  us  all  fall  in  with  this  glorious  method 
of  falvation  j  and  join  with  God  and  Chrift,  and  the 
whole  creation,  in  glorifying  God  in  this  way ;  and 
m  this  way,  and  none  elfe,  we  Ihall  find  falvation  for 
ourfelves. 


SERMON     XXXVIIL 

RELIGION    THE    HIGHEST   WISDOM,    AND    SIN    THE 
GREATEST    MADNESS    AND    FOLLY^ 


Psalm  iii.  10.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginnmg  of 
wifdom :  a  good  underjianding  have  all  they  that  do 
his  commandments  J*" 

WISDOM  is  a charafter  fo  honourable  and  or- 
namental to  a  reafonable  being,  that  thofe 
who  beft  knew  the  dignity  of  their  own  nature,  have 
had  no  higher  ambition  than  to  be  efteemed  and  cal- 
led lovers  of  it.  Hence  the  original  of  the  name  Phi- 
lofopher,  |  which  fignifies  no  more  than  a  lover  of 
wifdom.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  hardly  any 
character  deemed  more  reproachful,  or  that  is  more 
refented,  than  that  of  a  fool.  Men  are  often  as  jea- 
lous of  the  reputation  of  their  underftandings  as  of 
their  morals,  and  think  it  as  great  a  reproach  to  be 
without  fenfc  as  without  goodnefs.  There 

*  Job  xxviii.  28.     ?rov.  i.  7,  and  ix.  10. 

+  PhilofophoSj  quafi  philos  fophias  a  lover  of  wifdom.  This 
name  Pythagoras  accepted,  when  he  thought  that  of  Sophos,  a 
wife  man,  was  too  oflentatious  and  arrogant  for  him. 
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There  is  a  prodigious  diverfity  in  the  intelle6hill 
capacities  of  mankind,  and  their  fouls  differ  as  much 
as  their  bodies ;  but  whether  it  be  owing  to  the  in- 
trinfic  difference  of  their  fouls,  or  to  the  different  for- 
mation of  their  bodies,  is  not  my  prefent  purpofe  to 
determine.  Some,  that  fhare  in  human  nature,  give 
very  little  difcoveries  of  reafon  above  the  moft  faga- 
cious  forts  of  brutes.  The  generality  are  endowed 
with  common  fenfe,  which,  though  it  has  nothing 
brilliant  and  pompous  in  it,  and  does  not  qualify  theiti 
for  high  improvements  in  fcience,  or  making  a  figure 
in  the  learned  world,  yet  it  is  fufficient  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  life,  and  the  neceffities  of  a  human  crea- 
ture. There  are  a  few  alfo  who  feem  raifed  beyond 
their  fpecies,  and  perhaps  approach  near  to  the  lower 
ranks  of  angels  by  a  fuperior  genius.  Thefc  have- 
been  the  firft  inventors  and  improvers  of  ufeful  arts 
and  fciences ;  which  others  of  inferior  underftanding, 
are  able  to  put  in  practice  for  their  own  purpofes, 
though  they  had  not  fagacity  at  firft  to  difcover  them. 
'  This  little  world  of  ours  is  an  improved  fpot  in  the 
creation.  How  vaftly  different  an  appearance  does  it 
now  make  from  its  original  ftate  of  pure  nature, 
when  it  emerged  out  of  chaos,  uncultivated  by  art ! 
What  numerous  arts  and  trades  have  been  found  out 
to  furnilh  life  with  neceffaries  and  comforts !  How 
deeply  have  fome  penetrated  into  the  world  of  know- 
ledge !  They  have  traced  the  fecret  workings  of  na- 
ture ;  they  have  even  brought  intelligence  from  the 
worlds  above  us,  and  difcovered  the  courfes  and  re- 
volutions of  the  planets. 

When  you  fee  thefc  difcoveries,  you  would  con- 
clude mankind  to  be  a  wife  race  of  creatures  ;  and 
indeed  in  fuch  things  as  thefe  they  difcover  no  incon- 
fiderable  abilities.  Almoft  every  man  in  his  province 
can  manage  his  affairs  with  fome  judgment.  Some 
can  manage  a  farm  ;  others  are  dexterous  in  mecha- 
nics ;  others  have  a  turn  for  mercantile  affairs  ; 
others  can  unfold  the  myfteries  of  nature,  and  carry 

their 
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their  fearches  far  into  the  ideal  worlds ;  others  can 
condud  an  army,  or  govern  a  nation.  In  ftiort, 
every  naan  forms  fome  fcheme  which  he  apprehends 
will  conduce  to  his  temporal  advantage  ;  and  profe- 
cutes  it  with  fome  degree  of  judgment. 

But  is  this  all  the  wifdom  that  becomes  a  candidate 
for  eternity  ?  Has  he  a  good  underftanding  who  on- 
ly  a6b  with  reafon  in  the  affairs  of  this  life ;  but, 
though  lie  is  to  exift  for  ever  in  another  world,  and 
to  be  perfeftly  happy  or  miferable  there,  yet  takes  no 
thought  about  the  concerns  of  his  immortal  ftate  ?  Is 
this  wifdom  ?  Is  this  confiftent  even  with  common 
fenfe  ?  No ;  with  forrow  and  folemnity  I  would  fpeak 
it,  the  moft  of  men  in  this  refped:  are  fools  and  mad- 
men ;  and  it  is  impoffible  for  the  moft  frantic  mad- 
man in  Bedlam  to  acl  more  fooliflily  about  the  afiairs 
of  this  life,  than  they  generally  do  about  the  afiairs 
of  religion  and  eternity.  There  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
partial  madnefs  ;  a  perfon  may  have,  as  it  were,  one 
weak  fide  to  his  mind,  and  it  may  be  found  and  rati- 
onal in  other  refpecls.  You  may  meet  with  fome 
lunatics  and  madmen  that  will  converfe  reafonably 
with  you,  and  you  would  not  fufpecl  their  heads  are 
difordcred,  till  they  touch  upon  fome  particular 
point,  and  then  you  are  to  expeft  reafon  from  them 
no  more  ;  they  talk  the  wildeft  nonfenfe,  and  are  go- 
verned entirely  by  their  imaginations.  Thus,  alas  ! 
it  is  with  the  generality  of  mankind  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  They  are  wife  for  this  world  ;  they  talk  and 
acl  at  leaft  agreeably  to  common  fenfe ;  but  hear 
them  talk  and  obferve  their  conduct  about  the  con- 
cerns of  their  fouls,  and  you  can  call  them  reafona- 
ble  creatures  no  longer.  They  are  wife  to  do  evil ; 
but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge  ;  there  is  none  that 
underjlandeth  ;  there  is  none  thatfeeketh  after  God.  To 
bring  them  to  themfelves  by  expofing  to  them  their 
madnefs,  is  my  prefent  dcfign. 

The  text  ihews  us  the  firft  ftep  to  true  wifdom, 
and  the  teft  of  common  fenfe  j  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is 

the 
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the  beginning  of  wifdom  ;  a  good  under/landing  have  all 
they  that  do  his  commandments.  This  is  fo  frequently 
repeated,  that  it  may  pafs  for  a  fcripture  maxim ; 
and  we  may  be  fure  it  is  of  lingular  importance. 
Job  ftarts  the  queftion,  Where  Jhall  wifdom  be  found? 
and  where  is  the  place  of  underfianding  ?  He  fearches 
nature  through,  inqueftofit,  but  cannot  find  it : 
he  cannot  purchafe  it  with  the  gold  of  Ophir  ;  and 
its  price  is  above  rubies.  At  length  he  recoUefts  the 
primitive  inftruftion  of  God  to  man,  and  there  he 
finds  it ;  To  man  hefaid^  Behold^  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
that  is  wifdom  ;  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  under/landings 
Job  xxviii.  28.  Solomon,  the  wifeft  of  men,  begins 
his  Proverbs  with  this  maxim.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
the  beginning  of  knowledge.  Prov.  i.  7.  And  he  repeats 
it  again,  Prov.  ix.  10.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  be^ 
ginning  of  wifdom?  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  (the 
knowledge  of  thofe  that  may  be  called  Saints  with  a 
fneer)  is  under/landing. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord^  in  fcripture,  fignifies  not  only 
that  pious  paflion  of  filial  reverence  of  our  adorable 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  but  it  is  frequently  put  for 
the  whole  of  praftical  religion  ;  Tience  it  is  explained 
in  the  laft  part  of  the  verfe,  by  doing  his  commandments. 
The  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  this  latitude,  implies  all  the 
graces  and  all  the  virtues  of  chrifl:ianity  ;  in  fliort,  all 
that  holinefs  of  heart  and  life  which  is  neceffary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  everlafting  happinefs.  So  that  the 
fenfe  of  the  text  is  this  :  '  To  praftife  religion  and 
virtue,  to  take  that  way  which  leads  to  everlafl:ing 
happinefs,  is  wifdom,  true  wifdom,  the  beginning  of 
wifdom,  the  firft  ftep  towards  it ;  unlefs  you  begin 
here,  you  can  never  attain  it ;  all  your  wifdom  with- 
out this,  does  not  deferve  the  name  ;  it  is  madnefs 
and  nonfenfe.  To  do  his  commandments  is  the  beft 
teft  of  a  good  underfianding  ;  a  good  found  under- 
fi:anding  have  all  they  that  do  this,  all  of  them  with- 
out exception  :  however  weak  fome  of  them  may  be 
in  other  things,  they  are  wife  in  the  moft  important 

refpeft ; 
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refpeft  ;  but  without  this,  however  cunning  they  are 
in  other  things,  they  have  loft  their  underftandings  ; 
they  contradift  common  fenfe  ;  they  are  befide  them- 
felves.  In  fhort,  to  purfue  everlafting  happinefs  as 
the  end,  in  the  way  of  holinefs  as  the  mean,  this  is 
wifdom,  this  is  common  fenfe ;  and  there  can  be 
none  without  this.' 

Wifdom  confifts  in  two  things ;  choofingaright  end, 
and  ufing  right  means  to  obtain  it.  Now  what  end 
fo  becoming,  a  creature  to  live  for  ever,  as  everlafting 
happinefs  ?  And  in  what  way  can  it  be  obtained,  but 
in  the  way  of  holinefs  ?  Confult  the  judgment  of 
God  in  his  word ;  confult  your  own  confcience,  or 
even  common  fenfe,  and  you  will  find  that  this  is  the 
cafe.  'I  herefore  he  is  a  man  of  fenfe  that  purfues 
this  end  in  this  way  ;  but  he  is  a  fool,  he  is  brutifli, 
that  choofes  an  inferior  end,  or  that  purfues  this  in 
a  wrong  way. 

My  time  will  not  allow  me  to  do  any  more  than 
to  mention  fome  inftances  of  the  folly  and  madnefs  of 
fuch  as  do  not  make  the  fear  of  the  Lord  the  begin- 
ning of  their  wifdom. 

I.  Men  will  not  take  the  fafeft  fide  in  religion, 
which  their  reafon  and  felf-love  carry  them  to  do  in 
other  cafes. 

It  is  very  poflible  the  love  of  eafe  and  pleafure,  and 
a  felf-flattering  difpofition,  may  prompt  your  inven- 
tion to  form  a  plaufible  fyftem  of  religion  ;  a  religion 
that  admits  of  great  hopes  with  little  evidences,  and 
that  allows  you  many  indulgences  and  lays  few  re- 
ftraints  upon  you  ;  a  religion  purged,  as  you  imagine, 
from  fome  of  the  melancholy  and  gloomy  doftrincs 
of  chriftianity,  and  that  releafes  you  from  thofe  re- 
ftraints,  fo  painful  to  a  wicked  heart,  which  the  holy 
religion  of  Jefus  lays  upon  you.  It  is  very  poflible 
you  may  hope  you  fhall  obtain  eternal  happinefs  with- 
out much  pains,  and  without  obferving  the  ftriftnefs 
of  univerfal  holinefs  ;  you  may  indulge  hopes  of  hea- 
ven, though  you  indulge  yourfelves  wilfully  in  fin  ; 

you 
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you  may  flatter  yourfelves  that  God  is  not  fo  inexora- 
bly juft  as  the  facred  fcriptures  reprefent  him  ;  and 
that  his  threatenings  are  only  tremendous  founds, 
without  any  defign  to  be  executed  in  all  their  ftrift- 
nefs  ;  you  may  flatter  yourfelves,  that  the  punifli- 
ments  of  a  future  ftate  are  not  intolerably  dreadful, 
nor  of  everlafting  duration ;  you  may  excufe  and 
diminifh  your  fins,  and  make  a  great  many  plaufible 
apologies  for  them.  But  are  you  fure  of  thefe  thing?  ? 
Have  you  demonftration  for  them,  upon  which  you 
may  venture  your  eternal  all  ?  Think  the  matter  over 
ferioufly  again  ;  have  you  certainty  that  thefe  things 
are  fo  ?  and  are  you  willing  to  periflx  for  ever  if  they 
fliould  be  otherwife  ?  What  if  you  ftiould  be  miftak- 
en  ?  What  if  you  ftiould  find  God  as  ftrift  and  holy 
as  his  word  reprefents  him  ?  What  if  all  his  dreadful 
threatenings  fliould  be  fincere  and  true,  and  your  fins 
have  infinitely  greater  malignity  in  his  eyes  than  in 
yours  ?  What  if  in  a  little  time  you  ftiould  find  that 
the  fcriptures  give  a  more  jufl:  account  of  the  punifli- 
ments  of  hell  than  your  feltflattering  hearts  fuggefted 
to  you,  and  that  they  are  indeed  intolerable  and  ftrift- 
ly  eternal  ?  What  if  you  fliould  find,  when  it  is  too 
late  to  correft  the  mifliake,  that  thofe  negleded,  ridi- 
culous things,  regeneration,  converfion,  holinefs  of 
heart  and  praftice,  the  mortification  of  fin,  and  a  la- 
borious courfe  of  devotion — ^what  if  you  fliould  find 
they  are  abfolutely  neceflary  to  everlafting  happinefe  ? 
What  if  it  fliould  appear  that  the  wilful  indulgence 
of  the  leaft  known  fin  will  eternally  ruin  you  ?  Stand 
and  paufe,  and  alk  yourfelves,  What  if  you  fhould 
find  matters  thus,  quite  the  reverfe  to  what  you  flat- 
tered yourfelves  ?  What  will  become  of  you  then  ? 
You  are  undone,  irreparably  undone  through  all 
eternity.  WeU,  to  fpeak  modeftly,  this  may  be  the 
cafe,  for  what  you  know  ;  and  is  it  not  then  the  part 
of  a  wife  man  to  provide  againft  fuch  a  dreadful  con- 
tingency ?  Will  you  run  fo  terrible  a  rifle,  and  yet 
claim  a  good  underftanding  ?  Do  you  efteem  a  life 
Vol.  it.  E  e  e  of 
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of  religion  fo  burdenfome,  that  you  had  better  make 
fuch  a  defperate  venture  than  choofe  it  ?  Do  you 
eftecm  the  pleafures  of  fin  fo  fweet,  fo  folid,  fo  lafting, 
that  it  is  your  intereft  to  run  the  rifk  of  intolerable, 
eternal  mifery,  rather  than  part  with  them  ?  Can  you 
form  fuch  an  eftimate  as  this  while  in  your  fenfes  ? 
No,  he  is  a  madman  with  whom  certain  pleafures  for 
a  little  time,  the  fordid  pleafures  of  fin,  outweigh  an 
eternity  of  perfecl  happinefs.  He  is  certainly  not  in 
his  right  miud  that  would  rather  be  tormented  in 
hell  for  ever,  than  lead  an  holy  life,  and  labour  to 
efcape  the  wrath  to  come.  Therefore  aft  in  this  as 
you  do  in  other  cafes  of  uncertainty,  choofe  the  fafeft 
fide.  Believe  and  regard  what  God  has  faid  ;  be  holy 
in  all  manner  of  converfation ;  ftrive  with  all  your 
might  to  enter  in  at  the  flirait  gait ;  accept  of  Chrift 
as  your  Lord  and  Saviour.  Do  this,  and  you  are 
fafe,  let  the  cafe  be  as  it  will ;  there  are  no  bad  con- 
fequences  that  can  poffibly  follow  from  this  conduft. 
It  will,  upon  the  whole,  be  the  moft  pleafant  for  you, 
even  in  this  life ;  and  your  reafon  will  tell  you,  this 
is  a  more  certain  way  to  efcape  everlafting  mifery, 
and  fecure  eternal  happinefs,  than  the  contrary.  But 
if  you  are  refolutely  fet  upon  running  the  rifk,  and 
fool-hardy  enough  to  venture  your  eternal  all  upon 
fuch  improbabilities,  not  to  fay  impoffibilities,  you 
forfeit  the  charafter  of  a  reafonable  being ;  you  are 
mad  in  this  refped:,  however  wife  you  may  be  in 
others. 

II.  Is  it  not  the  greateft  folly  to  believe,  or  profefs 
to  believe,  the  great  truths  of  religion,  and  yet  aft 
quite  contrary  to  fuch  a  belief  ? 

How  many  are  there  who  own  God  to  be  the  great- 
eft  and  the  beft  of  beings,  and  yet  neglect  him,  and 
pay  a  greater  regard  to  a  thoufand  other  things  I 
They  own  him  lovely,  and  do  not  love  him  ;  their 
King,  and  do  not  obey  him ;  and  their  Benefaftor, 
and  make  no  returns  of  gratitude  to  him.  They  con- 
fefs  that  heaven  is  better  than  earth,  and  yet  they 
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purfue  the  things  of  this  life,  to  the  negleft  of  all  the 
happinefs  of  heaven.     They  believe  their  fouls  are  of 
more  importance  than  their  bodies  ;  and  yet  they  will 
not  take  half  the  care  about  them  that  they  take 
about  their  bodies.  They  confefs  that  a  life  of  fin  and 
impenitence  is  very  dangerous,  and  that  it  v^dll  end  in 
everlatting  mifery  ;  yet,  with  this  confeflion  in  their 
mouth,  and  this  conviction  in  their  confciences,  they 
will,  they  obftinately  will  go  on  impenitently  in  fin^ 
They   own  that  religion  and  virtue  are  excellent 
things,  and  yet  they  never  make  it  the  main  buiinefs 
of  their  life,  but  live  carelefsly  without  them.     They 
believe  they  are  finners,  worthy  of  punifliment,  and 
yet  they  are  generally  as  unconcerned  as  if  they  were 
innocent.     They  believe  that  Chrift  is  the  only  Savi- 
our of  finners,  and  yet  they  are  as  little  concerned  to- 
get  an  interefl:  in  him  as  if  they  could  be  faved  with- 
out him.     They  believe  that  all  the  pleafures  of  this 
tranfitory  life  are  infinitely  inferior  to  the  pleafures 
of  religion  and  the  happinefs  of  the  heavenly  ftate; 
they  believe  thefe  pleafures  will  ruin  them  for  ever  if 
they  continue  in  them,  and  yet  they  will  perfift  iii 
them ,  though  by  this  they  throw  away  their  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs,  and  incur  eternal  mifery !  Thus  they* 
believe,  or  profefs  to  believe ;  and  our  country  is 
full  of  fuch  believers  :  But  what  abfurd,  felf-contra- 
dialing  creatures  are  they  !    What  madnefs  is  it  to 
entertain  a  belief  that  anfwers  no  otlier  end  but  to 
condemn  their  praftice,  and  aggravate  their  fin  ?  Do 
they  really  believe  thefe  things,  or  do  they  not  ?  if 
not,  What  folly  is  it  to  profefs  to  believe  them  ?  Do 
they  think  to  impofe  by  an  empty  profeffion  oh  Him  , 
who  fearches  the  hearts  and  the  reins  ;  or  have  they 
no  other  end  in  their  profeffion  of  religion  than  juft 
to  be  efteetned  chriftians  by  men  ?  Can  they  thihk 
that  their  faith  will  indemnify  them  in  contradifting 
it  ?  or  that  they  may  fin  fafely,  becaufe  they  fin  aeainft 
knowledge?  Are  thefe  the  conclufions  of  a  ft)und 
mind  ?  Muft  not  a  man  be  out  of  his  fenfes  before  he 

can 
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can  admit  them  ? — ^But  if  you  fuppofe  they  believe 
thefc  things,  it  is  certain  they  are  entirely  mad  in  this 
afiair.  W  hat !  to  negleft  God,  and  holinefs,  and 
heaven,  when  they  know  they  are  of  infinite  impor- 
tance !  to  choofe  the  ways  of  fin,  when  they  believe 
they  will  end  in  ruin  !  Is  this  the  part  of  a  wife  man  ? 
Should  a  fick  man  tell  you  he  is  certain  to  die  unlefs 
he  takes  fuch  a  medicine,  and  yet  you  fhould  fee  that 
he  does  not  take  it,  but  continues  to  drink  the  moft 
deadly  poifon,  what  would  you  think  of  him  ?  Would 
you  not  conclude  either  that  he  did  not  believe  him- 
felf,  or  that  he  was  diftrafted  ?  But  this  is  the  very 
conduft  of  many  profeffed  believers,  who  yet  think 
they  have  no  fmall  Ihare  of  wifdom.  I  will  not  dis- 
pute your  wifdom  about  your  fecular  affairs ;  you 
may  be  wife  to  do  evil ;  but  I  am  fure  in  thefe  inftan- 
ces  you  are  quite  delirious ;  and  yourfelves  will  be 
convinced  of  it  to  your  coft,  when  God  fliall  fay  un- 
to you,  Thoufool^  this  night  Jhall  thy  foul  be  reqmred  of 
thee.     Luke  xii.  20, 

All  your  pleas  to  vindicate  or  excufe  your  conduct 
do  but  aggravate  your  folly.  Do  you  fay  "  Your  lufts 
are  headltrong  and  ungovernable,  and  you  cannot 
reftrain  them  ?*'  I  doubt  not  but  this  is  true  ;  but  is 
this  a  reafon  why  you  fliould  be  fo  eafy  and  carelefs  ? 
Are  your  enemies  fo  ftrong  ?  And  will  you,  on  that 
very  account  be  faint  and  inactive  in  your  refiftance  ? 
Ought  you  not  to  rife  and  cry  to  God  for  his  grace  to 
change  your  nature,  to  fubdue  thefe  ftrong  fins,  and 
make  you  holy,  fince  without  it  you  cannot  be  faved  ? 
Befides,  confider  whether  your  pretended  excufe  be 
not  a  real  aggravation.  "  Your  lufts  are  fo  ftrong, 
you  fay,  that  you  cannot  reftrain  them.*'  What  is 
this  but  to  fay  that  you  are  fo  wicked,  that  you  have 
no  heart  to  break  off  from  fin?  and  is  the  inveteracy  of 
your  wickednefs  an  excufe  for  it  ?  Does  not  common 
fenfe  remonftrate  againft  fuch  an  abliirdity  ?  Do  you 
plead,  that  "  you  intend  to  repent  of  this  inconfiftent 
conduft  hereafter?  But  if  religion  is  an  excellent 

thing. 
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thing,  as  you  profefs  to  believe  it,  why  do  you  not 
choofe  it  now  ?  the  fooner  the  better.  Again,  is  it 
not  the  greateft  folly  to  indulge  yourfelves  m  a  prac- 
tice that  you  deliberately  intend  to  repent  of?  If  your 
prefent  conduft  be  wife,  why  do  you  intend  to  repent 
of  it !  the  very  intention  implies  that  you  are  even 
now  convinced  it  is  foolifh ;  and  what  will  your  re- 
pentance be  but  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  folly  ?  And  can 
there  be  a  greater  madnefs  than  deliberately  to  do  any 
thing  which  at  the  very  time  you  intend  to  repent  of? 
Is  there  any  thing  more  abfurd  and  ridiculous  ?  Is 
this  your  conduft  in  other  things  ?  Will  you  make  a 
bargain,  which  you  know  you  will  afterwards  repent 
of?  Will  you  profecute  afcheme  which  you  delibe- 
rately intend  afterwards  to  condemn  and  be  forry 
for  ?  Can  you  do  fuch  things,  and  yet  take  it  ill  to 
be  called  fools  ? — ^Further,  Why  do  you  defign  to  re- 
pent ?  Is  it  becaufe  you  hate  fin  ?  No ;  for  if  that 
was  the  reafon,  you  would  immediately  forfake  it  ? 
Is  it  becaufe  you  love  God  and  holinefe  ?  No  ;  for 
then  you  would  devote  yourfelves  to  the  fervice  of 
God  immediately,  and  could  not  bear  a  delay.  But 
you  intend  to  force  yourfelves  upon  a  little  remorfe 
of  confcience,  when  the  punifhment  of  fin  is  jufl:  rea- 
dy to  fall  upon  you,  with  no  other  defign  but  juft 
to  efcape  it.  And  can  you  think  there  is  any  value 
in  fuch  extorted  forrows,  that  proceed  not  from  ha- 
tred of  fin,  or  love  to  God,  but  merely  from  felf-love, 
and  a  fervile  fear  of  punifliment  ?  Can  2my  wife  man 
look  upon  this  as  repentance  to  life,  or  hope  that  God 
will  accept  of  it  ?  Finally,  Are  you  fure  of  that  un- 
certain hereafter,  in  which  you  purpofe  to  repent  ? 
Is  there  any  man  in  his  fenfes  that  dare  pretend  he  is 
certain  of  another  day  ?  or  that  he  fliall  not  die  by 
fome  fudden  accident,  or  in  a  delirium,  in  which  he 
has  no  time  nor  compofure  to  repent  ? 

in.  Is  it  not  the  greateft  folly  for  men  to  pretend 
to  love  God,  when  their  temper  and  conduft  are  in- 
Gonfifl:ent  with  it,  and  plainly  evidential  of  the  con- 
trary ?  If 
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• 

•  If  you  go  round  the  world  with  the  queftion,  **  Dot 
you  love  God  ?  Do  you  love  him  above  all  ?*'    Tou 
urill  hardly  meet  with  any  one  but  what  'mSL^zsS9rtx^ 
«*  Yes,  to  be  fure ;  I  have  krved  hint  all  my  liffc.*^ 
Wdl ;  but  where  are  the  evidences  and  erods  of 
this  love  f   If  youpretend  firiendfliip  to  men, . they^ 
cxped  the  expremons  of  it  from  you  on  every  pcca^ 
fion ;  otherwife  they  will  fee  through  the  pretence,, 
and  pronounce  it  flattery, '  They  exped  you  ihouki 
tiketL  thiidr  of  them  \nth  tender  anedion,  perform 
them  all  the  good  c^ees  in  your  power,  ftudytO' 
pleafe  them,  be  tender  of  their  charaders,  fblicttoas 
about  their  interdl,  and  delight  in  their  fodety*^ 
Thefe  are  the  infeparable  effefts  of  love ;  and  certain- 
ly, if  you  love  God,  your  love  will  have  fuch  effeds^ 
d^cially  fince,  if  you  love  him  at  all  with  fincerity, 
you  love  him  above  all  other  pierfohs  and  things*  But 
men  will  infift  upon  it  that  they  love  him  above  all, 
And  yet  very  feldom  or  never  think  of  him  with  ten- 
der aflfectibn :  they  love  him  above  all,  and  yet  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  fin,  that  abominable  thing  which 
he  hates  :  they  love  him  above  all,  and  yet  have  lit- 
tle foiicitude  about  pleafing  him,  and  doing  his  will  r 
they  love  him  above  all,  and  yet  are  unconcerned 
about  the  interefts  of  religion  in  the  world,  which 
are  his  interefts,  and  carelefs  about  his  honour  and 
glory ;  they  love  him  above  all,  and  yet  have  no  plea- 
fiire  in  converfirig  with  him  in  prayer  and  the  other 
ordinances  of  his  grace,  where  he  holds  fpiritual  in- 
terviews with  his  people.     They  love  him  above  all, 
and  yet  love  and  delight  in  a  thoufand  other  things 
more  than  him  ;  and  they  would  highly  refent  it  if 
one  fliouid  begin  to  queftion  the  fincerity  of  their 
love  ;  and  they  hope  God  will  accept  of  it,  and  re- 
ward it.     But  can  men  in  their  fenfes  think  that  this 
will  pafs  for  true  and  fupreme  love  with  him,  that 
knows  all  things  ?  They  cannot  expeft  that  their  fel- 
low-creatures mould  thus  be  impofed  upon  ;  and  is 
it  not  the  greateft  madnefs  to  imagine  they  can  thus 
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impofe  upon  Omnifcience  ?  Indeed  it  may  aftonifli 
any  man  that  knows  what  love  is,  to  find  that  the 
moft  of  men  pretend  they  love  God,  even  while  they 
are  giving  the  moft  glaring  evidences  of  difaffeftion 
to  him ;  and  after  all,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  con- 
vince them  that  they  do  not  thoroughly  love  him. 
What  madnefs  has  feized  the  world,  that  they  wiU 
not  receive  conviftion  in  fuch  a  plain  cafe  !  What 
mean  thoughts  muft  they  have  of  God,  when  they 
think  to  put  him  oflF  with  fuch  an  empty  compliment^ 
and  hypocritical  profeffion ! 

IV.  Is  it  not  the  greateft  folly  for  men  to  hope  for 
heaven,  when  they  have  no  evidences  at  all  of  their 
title  to  it,  or  fitnels  for  it  ? 

Is  it  not  the  diftate  of  common  fenfe,  that  no  man 
can  be  happy  in  any  thing  but  what  he  has  a  relifh 
for,  and  delights  in?  Can  an  illiterate  ruftic  find  plea^ 
fure  in  rigid  mathematical  demonftrations,  and  learn- 
ed {peculations,  or  a  man  of  pleafure  and  bufinefs  in 
the  afcetic  mortified  life  of  a  hermit  ?  Can  a  man 
whofe  tafte  is  vitiated  by  ficknefs,  enjoy  happinefs  in 
the  entertainments  of  a  feaft  ?  No,  nothing  can  make 
a  man  happy,  but  what  is  fuited  to  his  relifh  and  dit 
pofition.  And  yet  there  are  thoufands  that  have  no 
relifh  for  the  enjoyment  of  God,  no  pleafure  in  think- 
ing of  him,  or  converfing  with  him,  no  delight  in 
his  fervice  and  afts  of  devotion,  who  yet  hope  to  be 
for  ever  completely  happy  in  thefe  exercifes  in  hea- 
ven. The  happinefs  of  heaven,  as  I  have  often  told 
you,  confifts  in  fuch  things  as  thefe,  and  how  can  you 
hope  to  be  happy  there  while  you  have  no  pleafure 
in  them  !  There  are  thoufands  who  have  no  delight 
in  any  thing  holy  or  religious,  but  only  in  the  grati- 
fications of  their  fenfes  and  the  enjoyment  of  earthly 
things,  who  yet  hope  to  be  happy  in  heaven,  in  the 
wants  of  all  fenfual  and  earthly  enjoyments.  There 
are  thoufands  who  now  difguft  the  fociety  of  the  re- 
ligious as  intolerably  precife,  who  yet  flatter  them- 
felves  they  fhall  be  perfeftly  happy  in  the  company 

of 
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of  faints  and  angels,  where  the  meaneft  is  incompara- 
bly more  holy  than  the  moft  fanftified  creature  upon 
earth.  And  have  they  a  found  underftanding  who 
can  entertain  fuch  abfurd  hopes  ?  Does  not  common 
fenfe  tell  us,  that  God,  who  docs  every  thing  wifely, 
will  bring  none  to  heaven  but  thofe  whom  he  has 
made  fit  for  it  beforehand  ?  and  that  as  none  fhall  be 
fent  to  hell  but  thofe  that  were  previoufly  wicked, 
fo  none  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  world  of  glory  but 
thofe  who  are  previoufly  made  holy  ?  None  firift  be- 
gin to  be  holy  in  heaven  or  wicked  in  hell :  both 
parties  bring  with  them  thofe  difpofitions  which  are 
fit  for  their  refpeftive  places  and  employments.  How 
abfurd  is  it  therefore  to  hope  for  heaven,  while  you 
have  no  heavenly  difpofitions  ?  You  may  as  well 
hope  to  fee  the  fun  without  eyes.  Further,  God  has 
affured  you  in  his  word,  and  you  profefs  to  believe 
him,  that  without  regeneration,  faith,  repentance, 
and  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  univerfal  holinefs,  you 
cannot  enter  into  his  kingdom  ;  and  yet,  are  there 
not  fome  of  you  who  are  foolifli  enough  to  hope  for 
it,  though  deftitutc  of  all  thefe  ?  Has  he  not  told  you 
that  drunkards,  fwearers,  unclean,  malicious,  conten- 
tious perfons,  liars,  and  the  like,  Ihall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ?  And  yet,  though  you  know 
thefe  are  your  charafters,  and  the  world  knows  it 
too,  you  will  hope  for  admiffion  to  it,  in  defiance  of 
God's  moft  exprefs  repeated  declarations  !  What 
madnefs  is  this  !  and  how  peculiar  to  this  afiair !  The 
debauchee  will  not  expeft  happinefs  in  mortification 
and  devotion,  nor  the  prodigal  in  hoarding  up  ufelefs 
wealth ;  and  yet  thus  abfurdly  will  they  aft  in  their 
cxpeftations  of  heaven ! 

V.  And  laftly,  Is  it  not  the  OTeateft  madnefs  to  be 
more  concerned  about  the  affairs  of  time  than  thofe 
of  eternity  ? 

It  is  plain  to  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  that  the  happi- 
nefs and  mifery  which  are  extreme,  and  which  fliall 
endure  for  ever,  are  of  infinitely  greater  importance 

than 
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than  all  the  enjoyments  and  all  the  fufFerings  of  this 
tranfitory  ftate.  And  you  will  hardly  meet  with  any 
man  but  will  own  this  to  be  his  belief.     But,  alas  f 
into  what  cotifternation  may  it  ftrike  us,  when  we 
furvey  the  conduft  of  the  generality !     Are  they  as 
much  concerned  about  the  eternal  world  to  which 
they  ire  haftening,  as  to  tha  concerns  of  time  ?  Are 
they  as  laborious  and  zealous  to  obtain  everlafling 
happinefs  as  to  gain  the  riches  of  this  world,  or  ti) 
gratify  their  fenfual  appetites  ?  Are  they  as  folicitous  to 
avoid  everlaftiijg  mifery  as  to  fliun  ficknefs,  poverty, 
or  any  temporal  calamity !    Are  they  as  cautious  q£ 
finning,  which  ruins  their  fouls  for  ever,  as  of  drink- 
ing poifon,  whidh  may  eii^danger  their  health  or  t^m- 
.porsd  life !  Do  not  matiy  of  you  know  it  is  quite  the 
reverfe  with  you  !  Are  not  the  concerns  of  this  life 
the  principal  objeds  of  your  thoughts,  your  cares, 
and  labours !  And  what  can  be  a  more  confummate 
folly !  You  pradically  prefer  a  trifle  of  an  hour  to  a 
fubftantial  good  of  endlefs  duration.     You  are  care- 
lefs  about  cverlafting  torment,  and  yet  cautioufly 
ihun  the  light  fufferings  of  a  few  moments.    It  mat- 
ters not  what  you  think,  or  fay  in  this  matter  >  it  is 
your  pradice  that  determines  the  affair ;  and  does 
not  that  fhew  that  time  outweighs  a  vaft  eternity 
with  you  !    And  what  can  be  more  abfurd !    If  you 
ihould  throw  away  an  eftate  to  obtain  a  farthing,  if 
you  fhouM  run  upon  a  drawn  fword  to  efcape  a  pric- 
kle, if  you  ihould  prefer  pebbles  to  crowns  and  kang- 
doms,  darknel^  to  light,  or  one  luxurious  meal  to 
the  fuppdrt  of  your  whde  life,  it  would  not  be  fo 
fliockini^  a  piece  of  madnefs. 

I  might  give  you  many  mote  inftances  of  the  mad- 
nefs ot  thofe  who  do  not  begin  this  wifdom  with  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  but  the  inferences  from  the  fubjefl: 
are  fo  numerous  and  important,  that  I  mufi  refer ve 
the  reft  of  the  tii!h€  i&  them. 

I.  Since  there  is  fd  much  folly  in  the  world  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  how  aftoniihing  is  it  that  it  is  not 
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univcrfally  contemned  and  ridiculed,  or  pitied  and 
lamented  f  If  men  acb  a  fooliflL  part  in  other  things; 
they  foon  furnifli  matter  of  laughter  and  contempt 
to  the  gay  and  witty  part  of  mankind ;  and  the 
thoughtful  and  benevolent  view  them  with  compa£- 
fion.  But  let  them  aft  ever  fo  fooliihly  in  the  con- 
cerns of  eternity,  there  is  hardly  any  notice  taken  of 
it ;  the  abfurdiiy  is  no  way  fliocking ;  iiay,  the  gene- 
rality commend  their  conduft  by  imitating  it  them- 
felves  ;  and  if  any  are  fo  wife  as  to  find  fault  with 
this  madnefs,  they  are  termed  fools  themfelves,  and 
the  general  laugh  is  turned  againft  them.  How  un- 
accountable is  this,  that  men  who  aft  prudently  in 
other  things,  and  are  ealily  fliocked  with  a  mad  and 
frantic  behaviour,  can  view  the  folly  of  mankind  in 
this  refpeft  without  horror,  or  perhaps  with  appro- 
bation !  The  only  reafon  for  it  is,  that  the  generality 
are  madmen  in  this  refpcft,  and  the  folly  is  approved 
becaufe  it  is  common.  To  be  Angularly  wife  is  to  be 
foolifli,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world ;  and  to  be  fools 
with  the  multitude,  is  the  readied  way  to  get  the  re- 
putation of  wifdom.  They  prove  religion  to  be  folly, 
by  a  majority  of  votes ;  and  as  manyiswho  are  fools 
in  this  affair  are  wife  in  other  refpefts,  their  judg- 
ment is  implicitly  fubmitted  to.  But,  pray,  firs,  ufe 
your  own  reafon,  and  judge  impartially  for  your- 
felves,  and  I  am  fure  you  muft  fee  the  wild  abfurdity 
of  their  conduft.  Be  nobly  Angular  in  beginning  wif- 
dom with  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  whatever  others 
think  of  you  now,  God,  angels,  and  good  men  will 
applaud  your  wifdom  ;  and  even  thofe  who  now  ri- 
dicule it,  will  approve  of  it  at  laft. 

2.  With  what  an  ill  grace  do  the  irreligious  con- 
temn and  defpife  thofe  that  make  religion  their  great 
concern,  as  weak,  filly  creatures  !  Sinners,  let  your 
own  reafon  determine,  can  there  be  any  thing  more 
foolifii  than  your  own  behaviour  ?  And  does  it  be- 
come you  to  brand  others  with  the  odium  of  folly  ? 
Alas !  you  have  reafon  to  turn  your  contempt  upon 

yourfelves. 
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.yourfelves,  and  to  be  ftruck  with  horror  at  your  own 
wilful  ftupidity.  Do  you  fet  yourfelves  up  as  the 
iiandards  of:  wifdom,  who  want  fenfe  to  keep  out  of 
everlafting  riiin?  Are  you  wife  men  who  throw  away 
-your  eternal  happinefs  for  the  trifles  of  time  ?  No, 
ihey  only  =  are  wife  who  are  wife  for  eternity. .  You 
may  excel  them  in  a  thoufand  things  ;  nature  may 
iave  favoured  you  with  a  better  genius  ;  you  may 
Jiave  had  a  mere  liberal  education  ;  you  may  be  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  men  and  books ;  you  may  ma- 
Jiage  yoiir.  fccular  affairs  with  more  difcretion ;  in 
■fuch  things  yqu  may  be  v.rifer  than  many  of  them. 
•But  they  are  wife  for  eternity !  they  have  fenfe  to 
•efcape  everUfting  burnings !  they  have  wifdom  to 
obtain  eternal  .h;appinefs  !  and  this  is  a  more  impor- 
tant piece  of  wifdom  than  all  your  acquifitions.  The 
wifdpm  of  Solomon,  of  Socrates,  or  Plato,  is  the 
■wildeft  madnefi  without  this.  How  abfurd  is  it 
therefore  for  you,  without  this,  to  arrogate  the  cha- 
'i^fter  of  men  of  w:ifdom,  or  even  of  common  fenfe  ! 
.'  -3.  How  abfurd  is  it  for  men  to  pretend  they  \Vill 
not  turn  their  thoughts  to  religion^  left  it  fliould,piake 
,t'hefm  melancholy  or  diftrafted  !  Ala?  !  finners,  .you 
.cannot  be  more  fp  than  you  arc  silready  ;  and  ypu 
will  never  come  to  yourfelves  till,  with  the  prodigal, 
you  determine  to  return  to  your  father^s  houfe.^  And. 
>i?ill  you  continue  fools  thrpugh;the  fear  of  becoming 
■fuch  ?  I  can  aflure  you  I  would  rather  be  the  wildeit 
.frantic  in  Bedlam  j  than  be  that  wretch  who  ruins  his 
fdul  for  fear  of  running  mad  by  thinking  of  it. 
•.  4.  If  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  religion,  is  the  perfec- 
tion of  wifdom,  how  unreafonably  does  the  world 
charge  it  with  making  people  mad !  There  are  mul- 
titudes that  lofe  their  fenfes  by  exceflive  forrows  ai^d 
.anxieties  about  fome  temporal  affair;  many  more 
^than  by  religion  ;  and  yet  they  never  fall  out  •with 
the  world  on  this  account.  But  when  any  one,  that 
feemqd  thoughtful  about  religion,  lofes  his  fenfes, 
then  religion  be  fure  mud  bear  all  the  blame  ;  and 
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finners  arc  glad  to  catch  at  fuch  a  handle  to  expofe  it. 
Melancholy  pcrfons  are  wont  to  derive  terrors  from 
every  thing  in  their  reach ;  and,  among  other  things, 
will  pore  upon  all  thofe  doctrines  of  religion  that  can 
affright  them.  But  this  melancholy,  as  luch,  is  a  bo- 
dily diforder,  and  therefore  has  no  more  religion  in 
it  than  a  fever  or  a  confumption.  It  is  indeed  very 
poffible  that  too  intenfe  application  of  the  mind  to 
divine  things,  with  a  deep  concern  about  our  ever- 
laftirgftate,  may  be  the  occafion  of  melancholy ;  but 
thcr:  is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  ;  let  the  mind  be  ex- 
ceflively  attentive  to  any  thing,  it  will  have  the  fame 
effect.  How  many  difdrders  do  men  contraft  by  their 
eager  purfuit  of  the  world  !  and  yet  the  world  is  their 
favoi  rite  ftill.  But  if  one  here  and  there  fuffers  by 
occalion  of  religon,  O !  they  blefs  themfelves  from  it, 
and  think  it  is  a  terrible  gloomy  thing. — ^Thofe  that 
are  pious,  let  me  tell  you,  are  many  of  them  much 
fuperior  to  the  wifeft  of  us  in  all  accomplifhments  ; 
and  they  are  generally  as  far  from  madnefs  as  their 
neighbours.  Therefore  drop  this  fenfelefs  flander, 
and  be  yourfelvcs  holy,  if  you  would  be  truly  wife. 

5.  Since  men  are  fuch  fools  in  matters  of  religion, 
fince  they  cenfure  it  with  fo  much  feverity  and  con- 
tempt, how  aftonifhing  is  it  that  God  fhould  fend 
down  that  divine,  heaven-born  thing,  religion,  into 
our  world,  where  it  is  fo  much  neglected  and  abufed  ! 
where  the  celeftial  gueft  meets  with  but  few  hearts 
that  will  entertain  it ;  where  its  profeffors  neglect  it, 
contradift  it,  and  by  their  practice  call  it  madnefs  ; 
and  where  even  its  friends  and  fubjects  frequently 
treat  it  very  unkindly  !  What  aftoniihing  condefcen- 
fion  and  grace  is  it,  that  God  has  not  left  our  mad 
world  to  themfelves,  iince  they  are  fo  averfe  to  be 
reclaimed  !  But  lo  !  he  hath  fent  his  Son,  he  hath 
inftituted  the  gofpcl,  and  a  thoufand  means  of  grace, 
to  brinff  them  to  themfelves  ! 

6.  And  laftly,  Hence  we  may  infer,  that  human  na- 
ture is  exceedingly  depraved  and  difordered.    I  think 
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this  is  as  plain  as  any  diforder  incident  to  tlie  body* 
Men  are  univerfally  indifpofed  as  to  religion  ;  and  on 
this  accQunt  our  world  is,  a$  a  great  genius ;  calls  it, 
"  the  Bedlam  of  the  univerfe."     The  fame  natural 
faculties,  the  fame  underftanding,  will,  and  affeftions, 
that  render  us  able  to  aft.with  prudence  in  the  affairs 
of  this  life,  are  alfo  fufficient  for  the  affairs  of  religion ; 
but,  alas !  with  regard  to  this  they  are  difordered, 
though  they  exercife  themfelyes  aright  about,  Qther 
things.  They  can  acquire  the.  knowledge  of  laneuages 
and  fcienccs  ;  but,  alas  \  they  have  nodifpofi^pn  to 
know  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  has  feht,— « 
They  underftand  how  to  trade,  and  carty  on  fchemeB 
for  this  world ;  but  they  will  not  aft  wifely  for  eter- 
nity.    They  have  fenfe  enough  not  to  run  into  th^ 
fire,  or  to  drink  poifon ;  but  they  will  run  on  in  the 
ways  of  fin  to  everlafl:ing  mifery.     They  wiU  aik  thfc 
way  when  they  have  loft  themfelves  ;  but  how  hajfd 
is  it  to  bring  them  to  inquire.  What  fhall  I  do  to  be 
faved  ?  They  will  afk  hdp  for  their  bodies  firom  their 
fellow-creatures,  but  how  hard  is  it  to  bring  them  in 
the  pofture  of  earneft  petitioners  to  afk  immortal  blrf- 
fings  for  their  fouls  from  God  !    In  fhort,  th^  can 
contrive  with  prudence,  and  act  with  vigour,  couran; 
and  perfevcrance  in  the  affairs  of  time ;  but  jin.  tne 
concerns  of  religion  and  eternity  they  are  ignocant, 
ftupid,  languid,  and  cardefs.     And  how  can  we  ac- 
count for  this,  but  by  fuppofing  that  they  are  dege- 
nerate creatures,  and  that  their  nature  has  fufiered  a 
dreadful  fbock  by  the  firft  fell,  which  has  deprived 
them  of  their  fenfes !  Alas !  this  is  a  truth  too  evident 
to  be  denied ! 
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MAkit  xii."  6".  Having,  ydf  therefore  'oiic'fori^  his  ivcU- 
beloved y  hcfeni  him  alfo  'Ujji  unto  ihehi^  fiy*^Zy  ^^cy 
will  reverence  my  foti* '-  '      . 

..."  .  0    •/  .  -  ;  •■  ■       ■  • 

nriHERK  is  no  fin  mow  common  or  more  pernici- 
'  ^1  OU5  in'the  chriftian  world  than  an  UTifuitable 
reception  oP  Jclus  Chrift  and  the  gofpel.  It  is  not 
only  the  fih  of  prbfeflcd  unbelievers  and  profane  fcof- 
fers,  but  it  often  hidc*^  itfelf  under  the  cloak  of  reli- 
gion, and  a  profeflion  of  faith.  It  isof  fofubtle  a 
nature,  that  it  is  often  unfufpefted,  even  by  thofe  who 
are  deftroycd  by  It :  iind  it  is  of  fo  deadly  a  nature 
that  notliinc^  can  fave  a  foul  under  tlie  power  of"  it. 
-A  foul  that  has  the  oiTcr  of  ('hrift  and  the  golpel,  and 
yet  neglccls  him,  is  certainly  in  a  perifliiiig  condi- 
tion, whatever  good  v*'orks,  whatever  amiable  quali- 
ties or  aj)pearances  of  virtue  it  may  be  adorned  witli. 
If  oAr  gofpel  he  hid^  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loji.  He 
that  heiieveth  ?iot  is  condemned  already^  becaufe  he  bath 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  Go  J. 
2  Cor.  iv.  3.     John  5ii.  18. 

This  was  the  fm  of  the  Jews  in  C'hrift's  time,  and 
-this  brought  temporal  and  eternal  ruin  upon  them. 
To  reprefent  this  fin  in  a  conviclivc  light  is  the  pri- 
mary defign  of  this  parable. 

The  blefled  God  had  chofcn  the  Jews,  out  of  the 
world,  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  and  difiinguiflied 
them  with  the  gracious  privileges  of  his  church. 
Hence  they  are  reprcfented  as  his  vineyard,  enclofed 
from  the  wildernefs  of  the  world,  and  furniftied  with 
every  thing  necefiary  to  render  it  fruitful.  And  hence 

God 
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God  is  reprefented  as  expeftirig  fruit  from  them,  as^ 
a  man  expects  it  from  his  vineyafrd ;  which  intimates 
the  reafoQablenefe  of  their  o.bedience  :  it  is /what  any 
one.  would  expeft  ;  who  would  judge  by  what  is  due 
and  reafoni^Ie.  But  it  does  not  intiipate  that  God 
does  properly  look  for  or  expeft  what  will  never 
come  to  pafs. ;  for  the  certainty  and  univerfality  of 
his  fore-knowledge  excludes  aU  poffibility  of  a  dUap- 
pointment.  It  is  ipeaking  to  us  in  our  own  language^ 
which  we  are  moft  likely  to  underftand ;  but  it  muft 
be  explained  agreeably  to  the  perfedion  of  the  na- 
ture of  God,  and  not  according  to  the  imperfeftion 
of  ours.  TJie  ^fcribes  and  Pharifees,  the  priefts  and 
rulers  of  the  Jews,  who  were  intrufted  with  tjie  ma- 
nagement of  their  church  and  ftate,  are  reprefented 
by  the  hufbandtnen,  to  whom  this  vineyard  was  leaf- 
ed or  rented,  aitd  they  were;  obliged  to  make  annual 
payments  of  a  part  of  the  fruit.  The  fucceffion  of 
fervants  fent  to  demand  the  income  of  fruit  in  its 
feafon,  fignifies  the  prophets  and  other  meffengers  of 
God  fent  to  th^  Jews  to  call  them  to  bring  forth  the 
fruits  of  holinefs.  But  inftead  of  obeying  the  call, 
they  treated  them '  abufively,  perfecuted  and  killed 
them,  and  refufed  that  return  of  duty  which  God 
demanded,  and  which  his  diftinguifliing  mercies  to- 
wards them  rendered  fo  due  upon  the  footing  of 
gratitude.  After  repeated  trials  to  no  purpofe  by 
thefe  fervants,:  the  •  great  God  refolves  to  make  one 
trial  more,  and  that  by  his  own  Son,  his  only  Son, 
his  beloved  SoUi  Him  he  will  fend  to  thefe  rebel- 
lious hufbandmen.  And  he  prefumes  that,  bad  a^ 
they  are,  they  would  at  leaft  reverence  his  Son,  and 
count  themfelves  highly  honoured  in  having  fuch  a 
meffenger  fent  to  them.  He  might  juftly  have  fent 
his  army  to  deftroy  them,  \yho  had  murdered  his 
former  fervants  ;  but  inftead  of  this,  he  fends  his  Son 
with  propofals  of  peace  once  more.  He  prefumes  fuch 
clemency  will  melt  down  the  rebels,  and  make  them 
afhamed  of  their  former  conduct.     They  ^vill  revef-- 

ence 
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ence  my  Son :  as  if  he  fhould  fay,  "  Though  they  haver 
wickedly  abufed  and  flain  my  fervants,  furely  they 
will  not  dare  to  treat  my  fon  in  the  lame  maimer. 
Surely,  the  very  fight  of  him  muft  command  awe 
and  reverence.  This  will  alfo  make  them  a&amed 
of  their  bafc  ingratitude  and  cruelty  to  my  former 
meflfengers."*  When  the  omnifdent  God  reprefents 
himfelf  as  prefuming  or  expefting  that  they  would 
receive  his  Son  in  a  friendly  manner,  it  does  not  in- 
timate, as  I  juil  obferved  in  a  fimilar  cafe,  that  he  i« 
defective  in  knowledge  as  to  things  future,  or  liable 
to  difappointment ;  but  it  only  expreffes,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  the  rcafonablenefs  of  the  thing  ex- 
pefted.  It  is  fo  reafonable,  that  any  one  who  judges 
only  according  to  the  reafonablcnefe  of  tlie  thing, 
and  has  no  view  of  futurity,  would  certainly  loole: 
for  it.  It  is  fo  reafonable,  that  God  himfelf  would 
expeft  it,  were  he  not  omnifcient,  and  incapable  of 
being  deceived  by  the  mod  plaufible  appearances.  In 
this  view  God  expected  (that  is,  he  looked  upon  it  as 
infinitely  reafonable)  that  the  Jewifh  rulers  fliould  re- 
verence his  Son.  But,  alas !  when  they  faw  him,  they 
were  raifed  to  a  ftill  liigher  pitch  of  rebellion  and 
cruelty.  They  feized  the  Son  himfelf,  caft  him  out 
of  his  own  vinevard,  and  with  wicked  hands  ctuci- 
fied  and  flew  him.  On  this  account  the  vineyard  ^^'as 
taken  from  them,  and  let  out  to  others,  who  fhould 
pay  the  great  Proprietor  his  fruit  in  its  feafon  ;  that 
is,  they  were  caft  out  of  the  church,  and  the  Gentiles 
received  in  their  ftead,  who  would  make  a  better  ufe 
of  their  privileges. 

This  is  the  primary  fenfe  of  the  parable,  as  refer- 
ring to  the  Tews  of  that  aQ:c.  But  it  v^^U  admit  of  a 
more  extenuve  application.  It  reaches  us  in  theft 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 

to 

*  The  word,  cntrepoinai,  fignifics  ''  to  be  flufbed  with  fliame," 
as  well  as  ''  to  reverence :"  and  fo  it  may  be  rendered  here, 
"  They  will  be  ftruck  with  Ih'ame  at  my  Son ;"  that  is,  **  at  the 
fight  of  him." 
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to  whom  the  gofpel  has  beeu  propofed-  »nd  in  this 
.  latitude  I  would  confider  the  text. 

The  world  had  gone  on  for  four  thoufand  years  . 
in  wickednefs,  in  fpite  of  all  the  means  ufed  for  its 
f/eformation  by  lawgivers,  prophets,  and  philofophers, 
^nd  by  the  providence  of  God.  Perfuafions,  warur 
ingg,  chaftifements,  mercies,  and  whatever  had  a  ten- 
dency to  bring  them  to  repentance,  had  been  ufed 
with  them.  Philofophers  had  often  reafoned ;  le- 
^flatprs  had  prefcribpd  ;  prophets  had  carefully  in- 
truded, allured  with  promifes,  and  deterred  with 
4:hre^tenings,  and  carried  their  heavenly  credentials 
in  their  hands  ;  angels  had  appeared  and  converfed 
with  men  upon  extraordinary  occafions ;  Jefus,  the 

Jrreat  Angel  of  the  coven^t,  had  given  frequent  pre- 
udcs  oif  his  incarnation ;  nay,  Jehovah  himfelf  had 
defcended,  and  publiflied  his  law  with  Godlike  pomp 
in  the  ears  of  his  fubjecls  on  mount  Sinai.     But  all 
thi§  would  not  do  I  the  world  finned  on  flill,  impe- 
nitent and  incorrigible.     And  what  ihall  be  done  in 
.  f\ich  ^  defperate  c?ife  ?     What  expedient  remains  to 
l^  tried  ?  After  fo  many  m.effengers  abufed,  perfecu- 
;tedj  and  killed,  who  wijl  go  upon  fo  dangerous  a 
meffage  again .?  There  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  the 
.  great  co-equal  of  the  Supreme  Divinity,  if  he  would 
.  undertake  it,  perhaps  fomething 'might  be  done.  But 
O !  wjio  can  dare  to  hope  for  fuch  condefcenfion  from 
.  one  fo  high  !    Who  can  e^pjeQ:  fuch  a  favour  for  re- 
.  jbiels  ripe  far  vengeance  !    Who  can  hope  the  Father 
will  give  ]\iai  up !  My  text  feems  to  hint  fundry  ob- 
jeftions  againft  it.     He  is  his  Son,  his  well-beloved 
Son,  and  he  has  but  one  Son  ;  but  one  of  his  rank, 
though  he  has  produced  fo  many  worlds.     And  will 
hepaftwith  his  Son,  his  well-beloved,  his  only  Son, 
and  fend  him  upon  fnqh  ^  million  ;  a  miffion  £9  dif- 
f^cult^  fo  dangerous,  iij  which  ib  juany  of  his  fervants 
.  have  loft  their  lives  ?    W  ho  could  believe  that  even 
.divine  love  and  ipercy  co^ld  go  fo  far,  had  we  not 
the  teftimony  of  God  in  the  ffofpel  for  it !    Having 
Vol.  il.  G  g  g  one 
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cne  Son^  his  'ivell'beloveJ^  hefent  him  alfo ;  he  fent  even* 
him,  dear  as  he  was,  as  well  as  his  lervants  of  an  in- 
ferior order.  So  much  had  he  at  heart  the  falvation 
of  his  rebellious  creatures !  | 

But  obferve  the  time  when  he  fent. him :  He  fent 
him  laft.  He  did  not  fend  him  till  every  other  me- 
thod was  tried  in  vain,  and  the  cafe  was  found  to  be 
dcfperatc  without  him.  He  did  not  fend  him  till  it 
appeared,  from  many  experiments,  that  there  was 
abfolute  need  of  him.  Lawgivers,  prophets,  pHilofo- 
phers,  and  other  real  or  pretended  reformers,  had  a 
clear  ftage,  they  had  the  world  to  themfclves  for  four 
thoufand  years !  but  in  all  this  time  they  did  nothing 
to  the  purpofe.  Hence  we  are  led  to  make  this  re- 
mark, which  is  of  great  importance  to  the  right  un- 
derftanding  of  the  gofpel. 

That  the  Son  of  God  was  fent  into  the  world  as  a 
Saviour  in  a  defperate  cafe.  It  appeared,  after  a  long 
courfe  of  trial,  that  when  he  undertook  the  cafe, 
there  was  no  relief  from  any  other  quarter.  And 
hence,  l^y  the  way,  it  follows,  that  we  can  never  re- 
ceive him  in  that  view  in  which  he  was  fent,  until  we 
are  deeply  fcnfible  that  our  cafe  is  defperate  ;  that  is, 
that  we  can  obtain  relief  from  no  other. 

But  probably  his  being  fent  laft  has  a  farther  mean- 
ing. It  feems  to  i/.timate,  that  he  is  the  laft  extraor- 
dinary meffcnger  that  God  will  ever  fend;  that  the 
difpcnfation  of  the  gofpel  is  the  laft  trial  that  ever  he 
will  make  with  rebellious  men,  the  final  effort  of  di- 
vine grace  for  their  falvation  ;  and  that  fuch  as  are 
not  recovered  by  it  will  be  for  ever  given  up  as  def- 
perate, and  no  farther  means  ufed  with  them.  What 
an  alarming  thought  is  this  to  fuch  of  you  (and  no 
doubt  there  arc  fuch  among  you)  who  have  enjoyed 
the  gofpel,  the  difpenfation  of  the  Son  of  God  all  your 
days,  without  receiving  any  fpecial  benefit  from  it  ! 
If  thefe  means  will  not  do,  you  are  not  to  expeft  bet- 
ter, but  muft  perifli  as  incurables.  If 

*  — kai  auton.     The  conjunftion  kai  often  fignifies  even  ;  and 
if  fo  rendered  here,  it  vvotild  perhaps  be  more  cmphatical. 
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If  we  coniider   the  unworthinefs  of  aur  guilty 
world,  and  the  high  charafter  of  the  blcffed  Jefus,  as 
his  Father's  only  and  well-beloved  Son,  we  could 
have  little  reafon  to  expedl  he  would  come  into  our 
world  as  a  Saviour.     But  fuppofe  he  fliould  come  I 
fuppofe  he  fliould  leave  all  the  glories  of  his  native 
heaven,  and  aflume  the  humble  nature  of  man,  cour 
verfe  with  mortals,  inflead  of  the  heavenly  courtiers, 
and  conflict  with  the  calamities  of  life,  inftead  of  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  paradifc  1  Suppofe  he  fliould 
come  himfelf,  as  a  meffenger  of  his  Father's  grace, 
and  with  his  own  blefled  Hps  affure  our  guilty  race 
that  God  is  reconcileable  !  Suppofe  he  fliould  die  up- 
on a  crofs  for  us,  that  he  might  at  once  purchafe  re- 
demption, and  confirm  the  tidings  of  it !  Suppofe,  I 
fay,  fuch  wonders  as  thefe  fliould  happen  !  what  then 
is  to  be  expected  ?  O  !  may  it  not  reafonably  be  exr 
pefted  that  this  divine  Meffenger  will  be  received  with 
univerfal  welcome  ?  that  every  heart  wiU  glow  with 
his  love,  and  every  mouth  be  filled  with  his  praife  ? 
May  it  not  be  reafonably  expefted  that  his  appearance 
among  guilty  men  would  cafl:  them  all  upon  the 
knee  as  humble  penitents,  and  that  now,  overcome 
with  his  love^  they  would  become  his  willing  fub- 
jefts  for  the  future,  and  bitterly  lament  the  bafencfs 
and  ingratitude  of  their  paft  difobedience  ?  Is  not  this 
the  moft  reafonable  expe6hition  that  ever  was  for- 
med? God  fpeaks  after  the  manner  of  men  in  my 
text :  and  therefore,  when  he  fays  They  will  reverence 
my  Son,  it  intimates,  that  this  would  be  the  univer- 
fal expeftation  of  mankind,  and  of  all  reafonable  crea- 
tures who  confider  the  reafonablencfs  of  the  thing. 
*'  They  will  reverence  my  Son :  furcly  they  wilL 
Wicked  and  ungrateful  as  they  are,  the  very  fight  of 
him  mufl:  melt  them  into  gratitude  and  obedience-. 
Though  they  have  rejcfted,  perfeciited,  and  njurder- 
ed  prophets  and  lawgivers,  and  all  my  other  fervants, 
yet  furely  they  will  reverence  my  Son."     O  !  is  not 
this  a  mofl:  reafonable  expedation  ?  Who  would  ap- 
prehend 
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prchcnd  the  contrary  in  fo  plain  a  cafe !  Who  would 
fear  that  fuch  a  divine  Saviour,  a  Saviour  in  lb  des- 
perate a  cafe,  fhould  be  received  with  ne^led !  Who 
would  fear  that  fmners,  on  the  brink  of  everlaftin^ 
definition,  would  be  carelefs  about  fuch  a  Deliverer  I 
We  cannot  think  they  would  act  thus,  without  fiip- 
pofine  them  madmen,  as  well  as  finners,  and  that 
they  have  loft  their  reafon  and  felf-love,  as  well  as 
moral  reodnefs. 

But,  alas  I  thefe  are  only  the  prefumptions  of  reafon- 
from  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  thing,  and  not  matters 
of  faft  gathered  from  obfervation  of  the  a^hial  con- 
duft  of  mankind.     However  likely  it  be  from  ap- 
pearances that  the  Son  of  God  will  univerfelly  meet 
with  an  aflfeftionate  reception  from  creatures  that 
ftand  in  fuch  abfolute  need  of  him,  and  however  im- 
probable it  be,  in  an  abftracl  view,  that  fuch  crea- 
tures fliould  negleft  him,  yet  it  is  a  melancholy  noto* 
rious  faft,  that  Jefus  Chrift  has  but  little  of  the  reve- 
rence and  love  of  mankind*    The  prophetical  charac- 
ter given  of  hi  m  long  ago  by  Ifaiah  ftill  holds  true^ 
He  whom  man  defpifeth  ;  he  whom  the  nations  abhor j 
Ifaiah  xlix.  7,    he  is  defpifed  and  rejeded  of  men.     The 
riches,  honours,  and  pleafures  of  the  world  are  pre- 
ferred to  him.     His  creatures  are  loved  more  than 
hitnfelf.     Nay,  fin  itfelf,  the  moft  hateful  thing  up- 
on earth,  or  even  in  hell,  is  more  beloved.     The  f^- 
vation  he  purchafed  with  his  blood  is  looked  upon  as 
hardly  worth  feeking.     His  favour  is  not  earneftly 
fought,  nor  Kis  difpleafure  carefully  fliunned.  In  fhort, 
he  nas  but  a  fmall  place,  and  is  but  of  little  impor- 
tance in  the  thoughts,  the  afFeclions,  and  converfa- 
tion  of  mankind.     This  is  a  moft  melancholy  atid 
aftonifliing  thing;  it   may  fpread  amazement  and 
horror  thtough  the   whole  univerfe,  but,  alas !  it  is 
faft  ;  a  plain  fact,  though  but  few  are  convinced  of 
it,  and  a  melancholy  fact,  though  few  lament  it.  My 
chief  defign  at  prefent  is  to  faften  convi Aion  upon 
the  guilty ;  a  very  unacceptable  defign,  but  not  there- 
fore the  lefs  ncceflary  or  ufeful.  In 
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In  profecuting  it,  I  intend, 

I.  To  ftiew  what  kind  of  reception  it  may  juftly 
be  expected  we  fliould  give  to  the  Son  of  God, 

II.  To  confider  the  reafonaWencfs  of  that  expefta- 
tion.     And, 

III.  And  laftly.  To  Ihew  how  different  a  reception 
he  generally  meets  with  from  what  might  be  rrafon- 
ably  expefted. 

Hearken,  my  brethren,  hearken  attentively,  to 
what  you  are  fo  nearly  concerned  in.  And  to  engage 
your  attention  the  more,  let  this  confideration  have 
weight  with  you,  that  your  making  light  of  this  mat- 
ter is  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  you  make  light  of 
Chrift,  and  do  not  give  him  that  reception  which  he 
demands.  Your  being  unconcerned  in  the  trial  of 
this  cafe  is  fufficient  to  prove  you  guilty.     I  am, 

I.  To  fliew  you  what  kind  of  reception  we  may 
reafonably  be  expected  to  give  to  the  Son  of  God. 

In  general,  we  fliould  give  him  a  reception  agree-t 
able  to  the  charafter  which  he  fuftains,  and  agreeable 
to  the  defigns  upon  which  he  was  fent  into  our  world, 
or  to  thofc  vigws  in,  which  he  appears  in  it.  Wc 
fliould  treat  every  one  according  to  his  charafter  : 
reafon  expefts  that  we  fliould  do  fo,  and  God  re-» 
quires  it.  1  hereforc  we  fliould  treat  this  divine  Met 
fenger  according  to  his  character. 

More  particularly,  Does  Jefus  Chrift  appear  in  our 
world  under  the  charafter  of  a  Saviour  in  a  de^- 
rate  cafe,  a  relief  for  the  remedilefs,  a  helper  for  the 
helplefs  ?  Then  it  may  reafonably  be  expcfted  that 
his  appearing  in  our  world  under  this  charafter  would 
immediately  flafli  univerfal  conviftionupon  mankind, 
that  they  are  altogether  undone  and  helplefs  in  them- 
felves,  and  can  ootain  relief  from  no  other  quarter i 
it  may  reafonably  be  expefted  that  they  fliould  ^ve 
up  all  their  proud  felf-righteous  conceit  of  themfdves, 
and  abandon  all  truft  in  their  own  righteoufnefs  and 
good  Works ;  for  till  they  do  this,  they  can  never 
receive  him  in  the  character  ;  that  is,  as  a  Saviour  in 

a  defperate 
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a  dcfperate  cafe.  It  may  reafonably  be  expefted,  they 
fliould  welcome  Chrift  as  the  great,  the  only  Deliver- 
cr,  and  give  up  themfelves  entirely  to  him,  to  be  fa-- 
vedby  him,  who  alone  is  mighty  to  fave.  And  it 
may  reafonably  be  cxpecled,  that  eve:  y  heart  fhould 
be  traufported  with  admiration,  joy,  and  gratitude 
at  his  appearance :  and  a  contrary  temper  towards^ 
him  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  ftupid  ignorance 
of  our  fin  and  danger,  and  an  ungrateful,  bafe  difaf- 
feftion  to  him. 

Does  Jefus  appear  among  men  as  a  great  High- 
Pricft,  maldng  atonement  for  fin  ?  Then  it  may  juft- 
ly  be  expeded  that  we  fhould  place  all  our  trufl  upon 
the  virtue  of  his  atonement,  and  that  all  hands  fhould 
be  eagerly  flretched  out  to  receive  thofe  pardons 
which  he  offers,  in  confequence  of  his  propitiatory 
facrifice.  Does  he  appear  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the 
devil,  and  to  fave  men  from  fui  by  making  them  ho^ 
Jy,  and  are  the  iufluences  of  the  holy  fpirit  intrufled 
to  his  difpofal  to  renew  their  nature,  and  implant 
every  grace  and  virtue  in  their  hearts  ?  Then,  who 
would  not  expect  that  we  would  all  fall  in  with  his 
defign,  all  form  a  noble  confpiracy  againfl  fin,  feek 
for  the  fandification  of  our  hearts,  and  earneftly  ap- 
ply to  him  for  the  influences  of  divine  grace  to  make 
us  holy  !  Again,  does  Chrifl  appear  in  the  character 
of  a  Mediatorial  King,  inveflcd  with  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth,  and  demanding  univerfal  homage  ? 
Then  it  may  reafonably  be  expected  that  we  fhould 
all  bow  the  knee  in  humble  fubinillion,  all  make  his 
vni\  the  rule  of  our  conduct,  and  labour  after  uni- 
verfal obedience.  Further,  Does  he  appear  both  as 
the  publifher  and  the  brighteft  demonfiration  of  the 
Father's  love  ?  and  has  he  difcovered  his  own  love  by 
the  many  labours  of  his  life,  and  by  the  agonies  and 
tortures  of  %is  crofs?  O  !  may  it  not  be  expected 
we  fliould  return  him  love  for  love !  the  love  of 
worms  for  the  love  of  a  God  !  an  obediential  love 
for  his  bleeding,  dying  love !  May  it  not  be  expected 

that 


Serm.  39-        mojiunreafonable  tniquiiy.  415 

that  the  fight  of  a  cnicified  Saviour,  dying  in  ago- 
nies of  love  and  pain,fliould  melt  every  heart,  and 
draw  the  whole  world  to  his  arms  !  He  himfelf  had 
this  reafonable  expcftation :  /,  fays  he,  if  I  be  lifted 
from  the  earth  (that  is,  fufpenjded  on  a  crofs)  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me.     If  fuch  love  will  not  draw, 
what  can  do  it  ?    May  it  not  be  expefted  that  this 
ftrong  affurance  that  tneif  offended  Sovereign  is  re- 
concileable,  and  fo  much  in  earneft  to  pardon  obnox- 
ious rebels,  would  "at  length  make  them  fenfible  of 
their  bafe  ingratitude,  would  melt  them  down  into 
ingenuous  generous  forrows  for  their  unnatural  re- 
bellion affainft  fo  good  a  God,  and  determine  theni 
to  cheerful  obedience  in  future  ?  Again,  Does  Chrift 
exhibit  himfelf  as  able  to  fave  to  the  utmoft  all  that 
come  unto  God  through  him,  and  as  willing  as  able, 
as  gracious  as  powerful  ?    Then  may  it  not  reafona- 
bly  be  expefted  that  all  the  unbelieving  fears  and 
tremblings  of  defponding  penitents  fliould  vanifli  for 
ever,  that  they  fhould  all  fly  to  his  arms  with  cheer- 
ful hope  and  humble  confidence,  and  do  him  the  ho- 
nour, and  tbemfelves  the  kindnefs,  to  believe  them- 
felves  fafe,  upon  their  compliance  with  his  invitati- 
on ?  Further,  Does  Chrift  appear  in  the  charafter  of 
a  great  Prophet  fent  to  publifh  his  Father's  will,  to 
reveal  the  deep  things  of  God,  and  to  Ihew  the  way 
in  which  guilty  finners  may  be  reconciled  to  God  ? 
a  way  which  all  the  philofophers  and  fages  of  anti- 
quity, after  all  their  perplexing  fearches,  could  never 
difcover  !    May  it  not  then  be  reafonably  expefted 
that  we  fliould  be  all  attention  to  his  inftruclions, 
that  we  fliould  refign  our  underftandings  to  him  as 
our  Teacher,  and  readily  believe  what  he  has  reveal- 
ed, and  particularly  that  we  fhould  cheerfully  com- 
ply with  the  only  method  of  falvation  contained  in 
the  gofpel  ?  Once  more.  Does  Chrift  affume  the  au- 

§uft  charafter  of  fupreme  Judge  of  the  quick  and' the 
ead,  and  muft  we  all  appear  before  the  judgment- 
feat  of  Chrift  ?  Then  it  may  be  expected^  we  flioukl 

aU 
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all  humbly  revere  and  adore  him,  fear  to  offend  him 
and  make  him  our  enemy,  and  prepare  for  our  ap- 
pearance before  him.  In  fliort,  coniidering  him  a^ 
the  fupreme  Excellency,  it  is  infiaitely  reafonable 
we  fliould  love  and  efteem  him  as  the  Phyfician 
of  fick  fouls  ;  that  we  ihould  put  ouriblves  under  his 
all-healing  hands,  and  fubmit  to  his  prefc^iption  ;  as 
.our  Advocate,  tliat  we  ihould  prefcnt  all  our  petiti- 
.cms  in  his  name,  and  depend  upon  his  interceilion 
for  acceptance.  And  as  he  is  all  in  all  in  the  media- 
torial difpenfation  of  religion  imder  which  we  Uv£, 
the  only  religion  for  iinncrs,  that  he  fhould  be  all  in 
all  to  us. 

This  is  .a  brief  \4ew  of  the  reception  which  we 
ought  to  give  to  the  Son  of  God,  upon  his  appear- 
ance in  our  world.  Unldii  we  receive  him  thus,  we 
call  receive  no  benefit  from  him  ;  but  muft  incur  the 
aggravated  guilt  of  rejefting  him.  BiU  .to  as  many 
as  ihm  receive  hhn,  to  them  be  gives  power  to  becoQii^ 
the  fons  of  Gody  even  to  as  many  as  believe  in  Jj'is  name. 
John  i.  1 2. 

Do  not  imagine  that  none  axe  concerned  to  give 
him  a  proper  reception  but  thofe  with  whom  he  con- 
verfcd  in  the  days  of  his  flelh.  Wc  at  the  diftance  ojf 
1700  years  and  ILx  or  ieven  thoufand  miles  from  the 
time  and  place  of  his  appearance  in  human  form,  are 
as  much  concerned  with  him  as  they.  He  is  an  ever- 
prefent  Saviour,  and  he  left  his  gofpel  on  earth  in 
his  ftcad,  when  he  went  to   heaven.     It  is  with  the 
motion  of  the  mind,  and  not  of  the  body,  that  fin- 
ners  muft  come  to  him  ;  and  in  this  faiie  we  may 
come  to  him,  as  properly  as  thofe  that  convcrfed 
with  him.  He  demands  the  reverence,  love,  and  truft 
of  mankind  now,  as  well  as  feventeeu  hundred  years 
ago ;  and  we  need  his  righteoufnefs,  his  influence, 
and  his  fiilvatioh,  as  well  as  the  finners  of  Judea,  a- 
mong-whom  lie  appeared  in  perfon.  Nay,  as  his  glo- 
ry has  now  pierced  through  the  cloud  that  obfcured 
it  in  the  days  of  his  flcfh,  and  as  he  is  exalted  to  the 

height 
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height  of  honour  and  dignity,  it  may  be  expeded 
with  ftill  more  reafon  that  we  fhould  reverence  him, 
and  fubmit  to  him  in  his  high  charadier.  He  is  not 
now  the  objeft  of  our  bodily  fenfes,  we  cannot  fee 
and  handle  him ;  but  he  is  now  an  objeft  for  the 
acts  of  the  mind  with  peculiar  advantage.  That 
muft  be  a  mere  lump  of  flefli,  or  a  beaft,  and  not  a 
man,  that  can  love  nothing  but  what  he  can  fee  and 
feel.  Spiritual  and  intelle6hial  things  are  the  moft: 
proper  objefts  for  all  reafonable  creatures.  There- 
fore, though  Jefus  be  not  now  within  reach  of  our 
fenfes,  yet  reafon  and  faith  may  reach  him,  and  per- 
ceive his  glories  :  and  it  is  reafonably  expefted  we 
fliould  admire,  love,  truft,  and  ferve  him.  This,  1 
fay,  is  reafonably  expefted  of  us.    I  now  proceed, 

11.  To  fliew  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  expedbtion, 
that  we  fhould  give  the  Son  of  God  a  wdcome  re- 
ception. 

Here  full  evidence  muft  ftrike  every  mind  at  .firft 
fight.  Is  there  not  infinite  reafon  that  infinite  beauty 
and  excellence  fliould  be  efteemed  and  loved  ?  that 
fupreme  authority  fliould  be  obeyed,  and  the  higeft 
charafter  revered  ?  Is  it  not  reafonable  that  the  moft 
amazing  difplay  of  love  and  mercy  fliould  meet  with 
the  moft  affeftionate  returns  of  gratitude  from  the 
party  obliged  ?  fliall  the  Creator  me  for  his  creatures, 
the  fovereign  for  his  rebellious  fubjefts,  the  great 
law-giver  transfer  the  penalty  of  his  own  law  upon 
himfelf,  in  order  to  remove  it  from  obnoxious  cri- 
minals ?  fhall  he  die  in  extremities  of  torture,  and 
write  his  love  in  charafters  of  blood  ?  O  fliall  he  do 
this,  and  is  it  not  infinitely  reafonable  that  his  crea- 
tures, that  his  rebellious  fubjefts,  that  obnoxious  cri- 
minals fliould  be  tranfported  with  wonder,  joy,  and 
gratitude ;  and  that  fuch  miracles  of  love  fliould  en- 
grofs  their  thoughts,  their  affeftions,  and  converfa- 
tion  ?  If  we  form  our  expeftations  from  what  we 
find  in  faft  among  mankind  in  other  cafes,  fure  we 
may  expeft  the  Son  of  God  would  meet  with  fuch  a 
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reception  in  our  world ;  the  thoufandth  part  of  this 
kindnefs  would  excite  gratitude  between  man  and 
man,  and  he  would  be  counted  a  monfter  that  would 
tiot  be  moved  with  it.  And  fliall  kindnefs  from 
worm  to  worm,  from  finner  to  finner,  excite  love  and 
gratitude?  and  flxall  not  the  infinite  mercy  of  God 
towards  rebellious  creatures  inflame  their  love  and 
gratitude  ?  Is  this  the  only  fpecies  of  kindnefs  that 
muft  pafs  unnoticed  ?  Is  Jefus  the  only  Benefaftor 
that  muft  be  forgotten  ?  Is  it  not  reafonable,  and 
Vould  not  any  one  expecl,  that  the  perifhing  would 
willingly  accept  of  a  Saviour  ?  that  the  guilty  would 
ftretch  out  an  eager  hand  to  receive  a  pardon  ?  that 
the  difeafed  would  apply  to  the  phyfician  ?  that  in- 
excufable  offenders  fliould  repent  of  their  caufelefs 
offences  againft  the  beft  of  beings  ?  and  that  needy 
dependent  creatures  fliould  embrace  the  offer  of  hap- 
piucfs  ?.  Can  any  thing  be  more  reafonably  expefted 
than  this  ?  Is  it  not  as  reafonable  as  to  expcft  that 
creatures  that  love  themfelves,  will  feek  their  own 
happinefs,  or  that  the  miferable  will  accept  of  deli- 
verance ?  In  fhort,  no  man  can  deny  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  this  expectation  without  denying  himfclf  to 
be  a  creature :  no  man  can  deny  its  reafonablenefs, 
without  afibrting  that  the  higheft  excellency  fhould 
be  defpifed,  the  liighcft  authority  rejected,  the  richefl: 
goodnefs  contemned,  that  rebellion  and  ingratitude 
is  a  virtue,  and  felf-deftruftion  a  duty  ;  that  is,  no 
man  can  deny  this,  without  commencing  a  monfter, 
abjuring  his  reafon,  and  embracing  the  moft  extrava- 
gant and  impious  abfurdities  in  its  flcad.  I  am  afraid 
I  fliall  not  be  able  to  gain  the  temper  and  praftice  of 
all  of  you  to  my  fide  in  this  affair,  but  I  am  fure  if 
you  are  men,  and  believe  the  gofpel,  I  have  already 
brought  over  your  judgment  and  confcience.  Your 
judgment  and  confcience  declare,  that  if  it  be  reafon- 
able for  a  child  to  reverence  a  tender  affeftionate  pa- 
rent, if  it  be  reafonable  you  fhould  love  your  life,  or 
your  own  happinefs,  that  then  certainly  it  is  infinitely 
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reafonable  you  ihould  give  fuch  a  reception  as  has 
been  mentioned  to  the  bleffed  Jefus.  Happy  for  us^ 
happy  for  the  world,  if  we  could  as  eafily  provp 
that  the  expectation  is  as  much  founded  upon  aftual 
fads  as  Upon  reafon.  But,  alas !  here  the  evidence 
turns  againft  us.  In  fuch  a  wicked  difordered  world 
as  this,  it  would  be  a  very  deceitful  method  of  reafon- 
ing,  to  infer  that  things  are,  becaufe  they  fliould  bq. 
This  introduces  what  comes  next  under  confidera- 
tion,  namely, 

III.  And  laftly.  To  fhew  how  different  a  reception 
the  Son  of  God  generally  meets  with.in  our  wprld, 
from  what  might  reafonably  be  expefted. 

Here  a  moft  melancholy  fcene  opens.  And  O  I 
that  it  may  pleafe  the  blefled  fpirit  to  affeft  our  hearts 
deeply  with  the  furvey  of  it  !  forgive  me  if  I  make 
my  addrefs  as  pungent  and  particular  as  I  can,  and 
fpeak  diredly  to  the  confcience  of  each  of  you.  The 
cafe  really  requires  plain  dealing,  becaufe  without  it 
you  are  not  likely  to  be  convinced,  and,  without  con- 
viAion,  you  can  never  return,  nor  be  reformed. 

Let  me  put  you  all  upon  a  ferious  fearch,  what 
kind  of  reception  you  have  given  to  Jefus  Chrift. — 
You  have  lived  all  your  days  under  his  gofpel ;  you 
profefs  his  religion  ;  you  own  him  as  the  Author  of 
your  hopes,  and  what  kind  of  treatment  have  you 
given  him  in  thefe  circumftances  ?  It  is  high  time  for 
you  to  inquire  into  your  behaviour. 

Are  not  fome  of  you  fenfible  that  you  have  pever 
received  him  as  a  Saviour  in  a  defperatc  cafe  ?  No, 
you  hav8  never  feen  your  cafe  to  be  indeed  dcfperate. 
Your  proud  hearts  have  not  been  brought  fo  low. 
You  have  not  had  fuch  an  affedling  view  of  your  guilt 
and  depravity,  and  the  imperfections  of  your  bell 
works,  and  of  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God  and 
his  law,  as  to  make  you  fenfible  you  were  undoneand 
helplefs  in  yourfelycs,  that  your  own  righteoufhefs 
could  by  no  meaijis  recommend  you  to  God,  and  that 
you  muft  periih  for  ever,  unlds  Jefus  Chrift,  out  of 
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mere  nlercy,  would  undertake  to  fave  you  :  unlefe 
you  have  had  an  ajBPe6ting  fenfe  of  your  undone 
condition,  you  have  certainly  never  received  him  as 
a  Saviour. 

Again,  Is  it  not  evident  that  Jefus  Chrift  has  had 
but  little  Ihare  in  your  thoughts  and  affedions  ?  Do 
not  the  things  of  this  perilhing  world  gain  the  pre- 
eminence ?  Have  you  not  a  thoufand  tnoughts  of  a 
thoufand  trifles  for  one  afFeftionate  thought  of  Jelus, 
tb/^  Giriing  of  his  Father  ?  Have  you  not  been  gene- 
rally thoughtlefs  of  him  all  your  lives  ?  Take  the  time 
that  is  neareft  to  you  as  a  fpecimen,  which  furely  you 
have  not  yet  forgot.  RecoUeft  now  how  many  af- 
fectionate thoughts  you  have  had  of  him  the  week 
paft,  or  even  upon  this  facred  morning,  when  you 
had  this  folemn  worfhip  immediately  in  view.  May 
not  even  this  Ihort  review  convince  you  that  you  are 
guilty  of  the  moft  abfurd  and  unreafonable  thing  in 
the  world  ;  a  thing  which  appears  fo  improbable  in 
an  abftraft  view,  that  one  would  hardly  believe  you 
would  venture  upon  it ;  I  mean  neglefting  the  Son 
of  God,  who  has  vifited  our  world  upon  fuch  defigns 
of  love  ? 

Again,  Is  Jefus  Chrift  the  favourite  fubjeft  of  your 
converfation  ?  Is  his  dear  name  the  fweeteft  found 
your  lips  can  pronounce  ?  And  do  you  love  to  fit 
with  his  few  friends  in  our  guilty  world,  and  talk 
over  the  wonder  of  his  love,  till  your  hearts  burn 
within  you,  like  the  difciples  in  conference  on  the 
way  to  Emmaus  ?  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  hearty 
the  mouth  fpeaketh  ;  and  were  he  uppermoft  in  your 
hearts,  he  would  have  a  proper  fhare  in  your  con- 
verfation. Or  if  you  fhould  mingle  in  a  company 
(and  fuch  company  is  every  where  to  be  found) 
where  prudence  would  not  fufFer  you  to  dwell  upon 
this  darlmg  fubjeft,  would  the  reftraint  be  painful  to 
you,  and  would  his  love,  like  a  fmothercd  fire  in 
your  hearts,  ftruggle  to  break  out,  and  vent  itfelf — 
vent  itfelf  at  leaft  in  fome  retired  corner  in  his  pre- 
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fence,  if  you  could  not  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  letting 
it  flame  out  in  the  fociety  of  his  creatures  ?  But,  alas ! 
is  not  this  the  reverfe  of  your  true  charafter  !  Are 
you  not  difgufted,  or  ftruck  filent,  as  foon  as  the 
converfiition  takes  this  turn  !  With  horror  I  think 
of  it — ^to  converfe  concerning  Jefus  Chrift  is  generally 
deemed  needlefs,  impertinent,  or  oftcntatious,  by 
creatures  that  profefs  themfelves  his  difdples,  re- 
deemed by  his  blood  !  And  does  not  this  horrid  guilt 
feften  upon  fome  of  you ! 

Farther,  Are  not  your  hearts  deftitute  of  his  love  ? 
If  you  deny  the  charge,  and  profefs  that  you  love 
him,  where  are  the  infeparable  fruits  and  effe6b  of 
his  love  !  Where  are  your  eager  defires  and  pantings 
after  him !  Where  is  your  delight  to  converfe  with 
him  in  his  ordinances  !  Where  your  anxiety,  your 
zeal,  your  earneft  endeavours  to  fecure  his  favour ! 
Where  is  your  confcientious  obfervance  of  his  com- 
mandments !  for  he  himfelf  has  made  this  the  teft  of 
your  love  to  him  ;  theftj  fays  he,  are  ye  my  friends ,  if 
ye  do  whatfoever  I  command  you.  Johnxv.  14.  And 
again.  If  any  man  love  me^  he  will  keep  my  words.  John 
xiv.  28.  Does  not  the  evidence  from  this  inquiry 
turn  againft  you !  Are  you  not  convifted  in  your 
confciences,  that  if  thefe  are  the  infeparable  fruits  of 
love,  you  are  entirely  deftitute  of  it  ?  Is  it  not  evi- 
dent to  yourfelves,  that  your  o\^ti  pleafure,  your  own 
worldly  intereft,  your  honour  or  eafe,  is  the  general 
rule  of  your  conduft,  without  any  regard  to  his  will  ? 

Inquire  farther.  Have  you  learned  to  intruft  your 
fouls  in  his  hands,  to  be  faved  by  him  entirely  in  his 
own  way !  Or  do  you  not  depend,  in  part  at  leaft, 
upon  your  own  imaginary  goodnefs  ?  Do  you  not 
wonder  and  ftart  at  the  doftrine  of  grace,  and  fecret- 
ly  difguft  it !  Does  it  not  appear  fcrangc  to  you,  to 
be  told,  that,  after  all  your  good  works,  God  will 
deal  with  you  entirely  as  guilty  finners,  void  of  all 
goodnefs,  and  have  no  regard  at  all  to  your  fuppofed 
merit  in  the  diftribution  of  his  mercy,  but  entirely 
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to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefiis  Chrift  ?  Are  you  not  ut- 
ter ftrangers  to  that  exploit  of  faith  which  cafts  a 
poor  guilty  depraved  foul,  void  of  all  goodne&,  upoa 
the  mere  mercy  of  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
juftifies  the  ungodly  ?  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of 
God  came  into  the  world  ;  and  you  do  not  give  him 
a  proper  reception,  but  wickedly  rejeft  him  as  well 
as  the  Jews,  unlefs  you  thus  intruft  yourfelves  to  him. 

The  evidence  grows  upon  me  as  I  proceed ;  and  I 
cannot  but  wonder  you  do  not  perceive  it  yourfelves. 
Can  any  thing  be  more  plain  than  that  you  make 
light  of  Chrift !  that  you  choofe  to  have  as  little  to 
do  with  him  as  poifible !  that  you  have  no  delight  in 
his  fervice  I  Does  not  your  own  confcience.now  tell 
you,  there  are  this  and  that,  and  a  thoufand  things, 
that  you  have  more  pleafure  in !  Do  not  your  hearts 
fly  off  from  him,  whenevfer  they  are  urged  to  af>- 
proach  him  !  When  you  are  a  little  awakened  with  a 
fenfe  of  your  guilt  and  danger,  and  ready  with  eager 
eyes  to  look  about  for  a  Saviour,  alas  !  how  naturally 
do  you  relapfe  into  careleffnefs  and  fecurity !  How 
foon  do  you  drop  your  purpofe  of  feeking  after  him 
with  unwearied  endeavours,  till  you  find  him  !  how 
ready  arc  you  to  take  up  with  any  thing  in  his  ftead  ! 
A  little  repentance  and  reformation  are  fubftituted  i» 
his  place.  You  would  rather  get  eafe  to  your  cpnfci- 
ences  from  any  quarter  than  from  him.  Like  Judas, 
you  fell  him  for  a  few  pieces  of  filver ;  that  is,  you 
would  rather  part  with  him  than  give  up  your  over- 
eager  purfuit  of  earthly  things. 

A  thoufand  fuch  facts  might  be  eafily  produced, 
which  fadly  prove  that  the  blefled  Jefus  does  not 
meet  with  that  reception  from  multitudes  among  us 
which  his  character  demands.  Indeed  their  not  be- 
ing eafily  convicted  of  fin  is  an  evidence  they  are  guil- 
ty ;  for  if  they  had  a  real  regard  for  him,  they  would 
be  concerned  to  inquire  how  the  cafe  ftands,  or  how 
their  hearts  are  difpofed  towards  him.  And  a  little 
honeft  inquiry  would  foon  lead  them  into  the  truth. 

And 
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And  now  I  have  a  few  queftions  to  propofe  to  fuch 
of  you  as  are  guilty  of  negle6ting  the  ben  of  God,  or 
have  never  given  him  that  reception  that  might  juft- 
ly  be  expected  of  you  ;  queftions  of  the  utmoft  im^ 
portance,  which  I  b?g  you  would  put  home  to  your 
own  hearts. 

The  firft  is,  Do  you  not  think  that  by  thus  negleft- 
ing  the  Lord  Jefus,  you  contraft  the  moft  aggravated 
guilt  ?  It  is  the  Son  of  God,  his  only  Son,  his  well-be- 
loved Son,  that  you  negleft.  And  muft  not  the  Fa- 
ther refent  it  ?  Do  you  not  touch  his  honour  in  a  very 
tender  point  ?  arid  will  he  liot  mufter  up  all  the  for- 
ces of  omnipotence  to  avenge  the  aflfront  ?  Since  you 
negled  him,  whom  the  Father  loves ;  him,  whom  all 
"the  heavenly  irmies  adojre ;  him,  whom  all  good 
'men  upon  earth  treat  with  the  higheft  honour ;  fince 
you  negleft  a  peifon  of  infinite  glory  arid  dignity^ 
your  rightful  Sovereign  and  only  Saviour,  how  deep 
is  your  guilt !  what  a  horrid  exploit  of  wickednefs 
this  !  neither  heathens  nor  devils  can  fin  up  to  fuch 
a  pitch :  devils  cannot,  becaufe  no  Saviour  was  ever 
provided  for  them,  or  offered  to  them ;  and  heathens 
cannot,  becaufe  a  Saviour  was  never  revealed  to 
them.  You  ftand  without  a  rival  by  your  horrid  pre- 
eminence in  guilt.  To  you  may  be  applied  the  words 
of  Jefus,  as  well  as  to  the  unbelieving  Jews :  If  I  had 
not  come  andfpoken  unto  them^  they  would  not  have  had 
fin;  that  is,  they  would  not  have  had  fin  of  fo 
aggravated  a  nature ;  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for 
their  fin^  John  xv.  22.  they  are  utterly  inexcufable  ; 
for  they  have  both  feen  and  hated  mc  and  my  Father. 
John  XV,  24, 

The  next  queftion  I  would  alk  you  is,  Muft  not 
your  punifhriient  be  peculiarly  aggravated,  fince  it 
v^dll  be  proportioned  to  your  guilt  ?  To  be  punilhed 
not  only  for  fins  againft  the  law  of  nature,  but  againft 
revelation,  againft  the  gofpel  bf  grace,  againft  the  love 
of  a  crucified  Saviour — ^how  dreadful  muft  this  be ! 
He  tl^at  defpifed  Mofes*s  law  died  without  mercy ^  fays 
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St.  Paul :  of  how  mtub  forer  punijbment  (forer  than  dy- 
ing without  mercy  !  O  terrible  \)  fuppofe ye Jhall  he  be 
thought  worthy^  who  hath  trodden  underfoot  the  Son  of 
God.  Heb.  X.  29.  You  may  make  light  of  this  now, 
but  O  !  it  will  not  prove  Hght  in  the  iffue.  Here 
let  me  mention  a  moft  alarming  confideration  :  The 
love  that  God  bears  to  his  Son  is  the  great  fource  of 
all  our  hopes  j  it  is  becaufe  he  loves  him,  that  he  ac- 
cepts of  ms  atonement  for  our  fins  ;  it  is  becaufe  he 
loves  him,  that  he  forgives  and  loves  believing  finners 
for  his  fake  ;  it  is  becaufe  he  loves  the  head,  that  he 
ihews  fuch  favour  to  the  members  ;  but  as  to  fuch 
as  neglect  his  Son,  even  the  love  whicli  the  Father  has 
for  lum  becomes  a  fource  of  peculiar  terror,  and 
prompts  him  to  fignal  vengeance.  '  If  he  infinitely 
loves  his  Son,  he  muft  infinitely  refent  it  to  fee  him 
neglefted  and  flighted  by  others.  If  he  loves  him  he 
will  avenge  the  affront  offered  him  ;  and  the  more  he 
loves  him,  the  more  feverely  he  muft  refent  and 
avenge  it.  How  wretched  then  is  their  condition, 
upon  whom  even  the  love  of  God  for  his  Son  calls 
aloud  for  vengeance  I  and  how  fignal  will  the  pun- 
iftiment  be,  that  the  Father's  love  for  his  Son  will 
inflift  upon  the  defpifers  of  him ! 

The  third  quefl:ion  I  would  propofe  to  you  is.  How 
do  you  expeft  to  efcape  this  fignal  vengeance,  if  you 
ftill  continue  to  neglect  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  Anfwer  the 
apoftle's  queftion  if  you  can  :  How  Jhall  we  efcape  j  if 
we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  ?  Heb.  ii.  3.  You  cannot 
exped:  Jefus  will  be  a  Saviour  while  you  treat  him 
thus  :  and  if  he  refufe  to  whom  will  you  turn  ?— 
What  angel  or  faint  can  fave  whom  he  is  determined 
to  defl:roy  ?  If  he  be  againft  you,  who  can  be  for  you  ? 
Remember  the  text — the  Father  fent  his  Son  laft  into 
the  world.  He  comes  laft,  and  therefore  if  you  rejeft 
him,  you  need  not  look  for  another  Saviour.  You 
muft  take  him  or  none ;  take  him  or  perifli  for  ever. 

I  would  further  afk  you.  If  your  guilt  and  danger 
be  fo  great,  and  if  in  your  prefent  condition  you  are 
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ready  every  momerit  to  be  ingulphed  in  everlafting 
deftruftion,  does  it  become  you  to  be  fo  eafy  and 
carelefs,  fo  gay  and  merry  !  If  your  bodies  were  fick, 
you  would  be  penfive  and  fad,  and  ufe  means  for 
their  recovery :  if  your  eftates  were  in  danger,  you 
would  be  anxious  till  they  were  fecured :  if  you 
were  condemned  to  die  for  a  crime  againft  civil  go- 
vernment, you  would  be  folicitous  for  a  pardon.     In 
fliort,  it  is  natural  for  man  to  be  penfive,  anxious, 
and  fad  in  circumftances  of  danger  ;  and  it  is  Clock- 
ing to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,  to  fee  ont 
thoughtlefs  and  gay  in  fuch  circumftances.     Can  you 
be  eafy  under  fuch  a  load  of  guilt  ?  carelefs  under  a 
fentence  of  condemnation  ?  and  negligent,  when  the 
poffibility  of  deliverance  is  fet  before  you  ?  I  would 
not  willingly  fee  you  forrowful  and  dejefted ;  but 
when  your  cafe  calls  for  it,  when  your  temporal  for- 
row  may  be  medicinal,  and  fave  you  from  everlafting 
pain,  when  it  is  as.neceflary  in  your  circumftance  as 
ficknefs  at  the  ftomach  in  the  operation  of  phyfic, 
then  I  cannot  form  a  kinder  wifli  for  you,  than  that 
your  hearts  may  be  pierced  and  broken  with  peniten- 
tial forrows.  You  have,  in  your  manner,  commemo- 
rated the  birth  of  a  Saviour  this  Chriftmas  ;*  that  is, 
you  have  danced  and  caroufed,  and  finned  to  his  ho- 
nour. But  now  I  come  after,  and  demand  in  his  name 
another  kind  of  reception  for  him  :  I  call  you  to  the 
forrowful  work  of  repentance  for  your  ill-treatment 
of  him.     Inftead  of  fuch  mirth  and  extravagance, 
would  it  not  have  been  more  proper  for  you  to  have 
liftened  to  St.  James's  advice.  Be  afflided,  and  mourn 
and  weep  ;  let  your  laughter  be  turned  into  mournings  and 
your  joy  into  heavinefs.  James  iv.  9.     Humble  your/elves 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God  ;  that  mighty  hand  which 
can  crufli  ten  thoufand  worlds,  and  which  is  lifted 
up  againft  you  to  revenge  the  quarrel  of  his  beloved 
Son.     Can  you  return  home  this  evening  as  thought- 
lefs and  merry  as  ufual  ?  Well,  your  career  will  foon 
Vol.  II.  Hi  be 

♦  This  Sermon  is  dated  Jan,  16,  1758, 
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be  at  an  end :  your  vanity  and  trifling  will  foon  be 
over.  Perhaps,  as  Jeremiah  denounced  to  the  falfe 
prophet,  this  year  thou  Jhalt  die  ;  Jer.  xxviii.  1 6.  and 
O  J  that  will  ingulph  you  in  everlafting  forrows. 

Therefore  what  would  you  now  think  of  making 
one  honeft  trial,  before  it  be  too  late,  to  obtain  an  in- 
tereft  in  that  Saviour  whom  you  have  hitherto  neg- 
kded  ?  O !  will  you  not  make  trial,  whether  the  dif- 
aflFeftion  of  your  hearts  towards  him,  inveterate  as  it 
is,  may  yet  be  fubdued  by  divine  grace  ?  whether  he, 
who  prayed  with  his  dying  breath,  even  for  his  mur- 
derers, will  not  have  mercy  upon  you  ?  whether  the 
virtue  of  his  blood  is  not  ftill  fuflicient  to  cleanfe  you 
from  all  fin  ?  O  !  will  you  give  up  the  matter  as  def- 
perate,  before  you  make  a  thorough  trial  ? 

Your  cafe  is  indeed  very  difcour aging,  but  it  is  not 
yet  hopelefs  ;  if  I  thought  it  was,  I  would  not  fay 
one  word  to  you  about  it,  to  torment  you  before  the 
time.  But  I  can  affure  you  upon  the  beft  authority^ 
of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  that  if  you  now  give  him  that 
reception  which  his  character  requires,  he  will  receive 
you  into  favour  as  though  you  had  never  offended 
him,  and  make  you  for  ever  happy.  Therefore,  come 
ye  poor,  guilty,  perifliing  finners,  fly  to  the  arms  of 
his  mercy,  which  are  opened  wide  to  embrace  you. 
Cry  for  the  attradive  influences  of  his  grace,  which 
alone  can  enable  you  to  come  to  him,  and  let  there  be 
joy  in  heaven  this  day  over  repenting  finners  upon 
earth ! 


SERMON 


N 
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SERMON     XL. 


THE    DOO]Vr   OF    THE    INCORRIGIBLE    SINNER^ 


Proverbs  xxix.  i.  He  that  being  often  reproved^  har- 
deneth  his  neck^  jhall  fuddenly  he  dejiroyed^  and  that 
without  remedy* 

A  Proverb  is  a  fyftem  of  wifdom  in  miniature  : 
it  is  a  pertinent,  flriking  obfervation,  exprefled 
in  a  few  words,  that  it  may  be  the  more  eafily  re- 
membered ;  and  often  in  metaphorical  language,  that 
it  may  be  the  more  entertaining*  A  toUeftion  of 
proverbs  has  no  conneftion,  but  confifts  of  ftiort,  in- 
dependent fentences,  each  of  which  makes  full  fenfe 
in  itfelf ;  and  therefore,  in  explaining  them,  there  is 
no  need  of  explaining  the  context ;  but  we  may  fe- 
left  any  particular  fentence,  and  confider  it  -feparately 
by  itfelf.  ' 

Such  a  coUeftibn  of  wife  fayings  is  that  book  of 
the  facred  fcriptures,  which  we  call  the  Proverbs  of 
Solomon.  Wife  men  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  lan^ages^ 
have  often  caft  their  obfervations  into  the  concife  fig- 
nificant  forms  of  proverbs ;  but  the  fages  of  antiquity, 
efpecially,  were  fond  of  this  method  of  inftruftiort, 
and  left  legacies  of  wifdom  to  pofterity,  wrapt  up  in 
a  proverbial  drefs ;  many  of  which,  particularly  of 
the  Greek  philofophers,  are  extant  to  this  day.  So- 
lomon chofe  this  method  of  recording  and  commu- 
nicating his  wife  obfervations  as  moft  agreeable  to  the 
tafte  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  The  facred  me- 
moirs of  his  life  inform  us,  that  he  (pake  three  thoufand 
proverbs,  i  Kings  iv.  32.  Of  the^  the  moft  import- 
ant and  ufeful  were  felefted  probably  by  himfelf,  and 
afterwards  by  the  men  of  Hezekiah  ;  that  is,  by  per- 
fons  appointed  by  Hezekiah  to  copy  them  oflf ;  and 

they 
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they  are  conveyed  down  to  all  ages  in  this  cabinet 
of  precious  jewels,  the  Book  of  Proverbs. 

Among  the  many  fignificant  and  weighty  fayings 

of  this  wifeft  of  men,  the  folemn  monitory  proverb 

in  my  text  deferves  peculiar  regard :     He  that  being 

often  reproved^  hardeneth  his  neck,  Jhall fuddenly  be  de^ 

Jlrojed^  and  that  without  reinedj.  * 

The  requeft  of  a  friend,  and  my  fears  that  this 
proverb  may  have  a  dreadful  accomplilhment  upon 
fome  of  my  hearers,  have  induced  me  to  make  it  the 
fubjeft  of  your  meditations  for  the  prefent  hour.  And 
O  !  that  the  event  may  ihew  I  was  divinely  dire£led 
in  the  choice ! 

This  proverb  may  be  accommodated  to  all  the  af- 
fairs of  life.  In  whatever  courfc  a  man  blunders  on, 
headftrong,  and  regardlefs  of  advice  and  admonition, 
whether  in  domemc  affairs,  in  trade,  in  politics,  in 
war,  or  whatever  it  be  he  purfues  by  wrong  meafures 
with  incorrigible  obftinacy,  it  will  ruin  him  at  laft, 
as  far  as  the  matter  is  capable  of  working  his  ruin. 
To  follow  the  conduct  of  our  own  folly,  and  refufe 
the  advantage  we  might  receive  from  the  wifdom  of 
others,  difcovers  an  uncreaturely  pride  and  felf-fuf- 
ficiency  ;  and  the  career  of  fuch  a  purfuit,  whatever 
be  the  objeft,  will  always  end  in  difappointment  and 
confufion.  In  this  extent  perhaps,  this  adage  was 
intended  by  Solomon,  who  was  a  good  oeconomift 
and  politician,  and  well  fkilled  in  the  affairs  of  com- 
mon life,  as  well  as  thofe  of  religion. 

But  he  undoubtedly  intended  it  fhould  be  princi- 
pally referred  to  matters  of  religion.  It  is  efpecially 
in  thefe  matters  it  liolds  true  in  the  higheft  fenfe  ; 

that 

"*  lie  that  being  often  reproved — This  in  the  original,  is  a  man  of 
reproofs  ;  and  it  may  either  fignify  as  our  tranflators  underftand 
it,  '*  a  man  often  reproved  ;'*  or  it  may  mean,  '*  a  man  often 
reproving  ;"  that  is,  a  man  that  often  reproves  others,  if  he 
harden  his  own  neclc,  while  he  pretends  a  great  zeal  to  reduce 
others  under  the  yoke  of  obedience,  he  fhall  fuddenly  be  de- 
flroycd,  &c.  But  the  firfi:  fenfe  appears  more  pertinent  and  xia* 
tural,  and  therefore  in  that  view  I  only  confider  it. 
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that  he  that  being  often  reproved^  hardeneth  himfelf,  Jhall 
fuddenly  be  dejiroyed^  and  that  without  remedy. 

He  that  being  often  reproved — This  is  undoubtedly 
our  charafter.  We  in  this  congregation  have  been 
oft^n  reproved,  and  that  in  various  forms,  and  by  va- 
ridus  monitors.  We  have  been  reproved  from  hea- 
ven and  earth,  by  God,  men,  and  our  own  confcien- 
ces ;  and,  I  might  add,  by  the  irrational  creation, 
and  even  by  inrernal  fpirits. 

Men  of  various  claffes  have  reproved  us.  It  is  the 
happinefs  of  feveral  of  us  to  live  in  families  where  we 
are  often  reproved  and.admoniflied  with  the  tender, 
aflfeding  addrefs  of  afether  and  a  mafter,  who  are  deep- 
ly concerned  that  their  children  and  domeftics  Ihould 
be  their  companions  in  the  heavenly  road,  and  be  ef- 
feftually  warned  from  the  alluring  paths  of  fin  and 
ruin.  And  have  not  our  affectionate  mothers  often 
become  our  monitors,  and  gently,  yet  powerfully  re- 
proved us,  with  that  forcible  eloquence  which  could 
only  proceed  from  the  heart  of  a  woman  and  a  mo- 
ther ? — or  if  our  parents  have  been  cruelly  deficient 
in  this  nobleft  office  of  love,  has  not  God  raifed  up 
unexpected  reprovers  for  us,  in  a  brother,  a  fifter, 
or  perhaps  a  poor  defpifed  flave  ?  And  who  can  re-i 
fift  the  force  of  an  admonition  from  fuch  an  unex- 
pefted  quarter  ?— And  have  not  fome  of  us  found  an 
affeftionate,  faithful  monitor  in  the  conjugal  ftate ; 
a  hufband  or  a  wife,  that  has  reproved  the  vices  or 
the  negligence  and  careleffnefs  of  the  other  party ; 
and,  by  a  fi:riking  example  at  the  leaft,  if  not  in  more 
explicit  language,  given  the  alarm  to  greater  dili- 
gence and  concern  in  the  affairs  of  religion  and  eter- 
nity ?  Such  are  powerftil,  though  modeft  and  private 
affiftants  to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  O  !  that 
they  had  but  more  affiftance  from  this  quarter  !  To 
encourage  the  few  among  you  that  improve  the  in- 
timacy of  this  near  relation  for  fo  important  and  be- 
nevolent a  purpofc,  let  me  remind  you  of  St.  PauPs 
tender  excitement  to  this  duty,  given  one  thoufand 

fevcn 
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fevcn  hundred  years  ago :  What  knowejl  thou^  0  wife  ! 
ivhether  thou  Jhalt  fave  thy  hujband  ?  or  how  knoivejt 
thou  J  0  hujband!  whether  thou  Jhalt  fave  thy  wife? 
I  Cor*  vii.  1 6.     The  tender  names  of  hufband  and 
wife  have  fo  much  force  in  them,  as  may  irrefiftibly 
conftrain  us  to  perform  all  the  kindeft  offices  in  our 
power  to  thofe  who  bea!r  them.     But  O !  to  fave  a 
hufband !  to  Cive  a  wife !  to  fave  thofe  dear  crea- 
tures from  everlafting  mifery  !  how  great,  how  im- 
portant the  kindnefs !  and  by  fo  much  the  more  plea- 
fing,  by  how  much  the  dearer  the  perfons  are  to 
whom  it  is  fliewn  ! — But  to  return — ^If  we  are  not 
fo  happy  as  to  be  agreeably  furrounded  with  fuch  ho- 
neft  reprovers  in  our  own  houfes  ;  yet,  bleffed  be 
God,  we  live  in  a  neighbourhood  where  we  may 
meet  with  one  of  them  here  and  there.     Has  not  a 
pious  friend  or  a  neighbour  dropt  a  word  now  and 
then  in  converfation  which  might  have  ferved,  and 
perhaps  was  intended,  as  a  ferious  admonition  to 
you  ?     Alas  !    have  you  never  had  a  friend  in  the 
world,  who  has  fometimes  taken  occafion  to  talk  fo- 
Icmnly  and  pungently  with  you  about  the  neglected 
concerns  of  your  fouls  ?  or  at  leaft,  has  not  his  ex- 
ample been  a  ftriking  leffon  to  you  ?  Alas  !  is  it  pof- 
fible  one  fhould  live  in  this  congregation,  without 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  a  reprover  ?  Sure,  there  are 
ftill  fome  among  us  to  bear  their  teftimony  againft 
fm,  and  efpoufed  the  deferred  caufe  of  religion.  But 
if  the  friends  of  religion  have  been  filent  (and  indeed 
they  are  generally  too  modeft  in  this  refpeft)  yet 
have  you  not  fometimes  received  an  accidental  unde- 
figned  reproof  even  from  the  wicked  ?  juft  as  Caia- 
phas  once  propheficd  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  its 
blefled  confequences.    Not  to  obferve,  that  their  ea- 
gernefs  and  indefatigable  induflry  in  purfuing  their 
pleafures,  whether  they  place  them  in  honour,  riches, 
or  fenfuality,  and  in  ferving  their  guilty  lufts,  in  fpite 
of  all  reftraints,  may  ferve  as  a  pungent   reproof 
of  your  lukewarmnefs  and  careleifnefs  in  the  pur- 

fuit 
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fuit  of  the  pleafures  of  religion  and  immortality,  fo 
much  more  noble  and  interefting.  But  I  fay,  to  take 
no  notice  of  this,  have  they  not  at  times  rebuked  you 
in  more  direft  terms  ?  Have  they  not  twitted  and 
reproached  you  to  this  purpofe,  "  I  thought  you, 
that  pretend  to  fo  much  fanftity,  would  not  dare  to 
venture  upon  fuch  a  thing/*  Or,  "  See  the  faint, 
the  communicant,  the  prefbyterian  drunk — ^fee  his 
fraud  and  villany — ^fee  him  as  vain  and  frolickfome 
as  his  neighbours ;  fure,  we  that  make  no  fuch  pro- 
feffion,  may  take  fuch  liberties,  fince  fuch  faints  dp 
fo/' — Such  reflections  as  thefe,  my  brethren,  howe- 
ver farcaftical  and  malignant,  blind  and  bitter,  have 
all  the  keennefs  of  the  fliarpeft  reproof.  And  O  ! 
that  none  of  us  may  ever  give  any  occafion  for  them ! 
but  if  offences  fhould  come  to  occafion  them,  may 
our  hearts  always  feel  their  force  !  Thus  may  we  de- 
rive good  out  of  evil ;  be  warned  from  fin  by  fin- 
ners  ;  and  reftrained  in  our  career  to  ruin  by  thofe 
who  are  themfelves  rulhing  into  it ! — But  though  all 
around  you,  both  faints  and  finners,  fhould  refufe  to 
be  your  monitors,  how  many  folemn  warnings  and 
reproofs  have  you  had  from  the  pulpit !  You  have 
heard  many  minifters  of  Chrift,  who  have  been  your 
folemn  admonifhers  in  the  dread  name  of  their  Maf- 
ter.  And  it  is  now  eleven  or  twelve  years  fince  I  have 
began  to  difcharge  the  painful  and  unacceptable  of- 
fice of  a  reprover  of  fin  and  finners  among  you — 
And  what  land  and  liberal  afliftance  have  I  received 
in  my  office,  from  the  other  fide  of  the  vaft  ocean, 
in  the  many  excellent  books  which  Britifli  piety  and 
charity  have  furniflied  us  with  !  Our  friends,  whofe 
voice  cannot  reach  you,  have  fent  over  reprovers  into 
your  houfes ;  reprovers  that  fpeak  particularly  to  the 
poor,  efpecially  to  the  neglected  flaves.  In  fhort,  I 
know  no  fpot  of  America  fo  happy  in  this  important 
refped:  as  Hanover. 

Thus  have  you  been  reproved  by  men  from  all 
quarters.     And  certainly  fo  loud,  fo  general,  fo  re- 
peated 
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peated  an  admonition,  even  from  men,  muft  have 
great  weight.  But  who  can  refift  an  admonition  from 
heaven  !  Surely,  if  Jehovah,  the  great  Sovereign  of 
the  univerfe,  condefcends  to  be  your  reprover,  you 
muft  immediately  take  the  reproof,  and  fet  about  a 
reformation.  Well,  this  office  he  has  condefcended 
to  fuftain.  He  has  himfelf  become  your  monitor  ; 
and  that  in  various  ways,  both  mediately  and  imme- 
diately :  mediately,  by  his  word  and  providence  j 
and  immediately,  by  his  bleffed  Spirit,  whofe  office 
it  is  to  reprove  the  world  of  Jin.    John  xvi.  9. 

The  word  of  God  has  reproved  you  ;  has  honeftly 
laid  before  you  the  deftruftive  confequences  of  fin, 
and  denounced  the  divine  difpleafure  againft  you  on 
its  account.  All  its  commands,  prohibitions,  and 
diffiiafives  of  various  forms,  are  fo  many  finendly 
warnings  and  admonitions  to  you.  He  conveys  his 
reproofs  through  your  eyes  and  your  ears,  when  you 
read  and  hear  his  word ;  and  fometimes,  I  doubt 
not,  he  has  made  the  hardeft  heart  among  you  fed 
his  rebukes,  and  tremble  under  them.  In  fhort,  you 
muft  own  yourfelves,  that  if  any  of  you  go  on  obfti- 
nately  in  fin  and  perifli,  it  will  not  be  becaufe  the 
word  of  God  did  not  aft  a  faithful  part  towards  you, 
but  becaufe  you  prefumptuoufly  difregard  its  moft 
folemn  and  affeftionatc  warnings. 

Again  ;  God  has  often  reproved  you  by  his  pro- 
vidence. His  providence  has  kindly  chaftifed  you 
with  perfonal  and  relative  affliftions ;  with  ficknefs 
and  puins,  bereavements,  loifes,  and  difappointments. 
Providence  has  admoniftied  you  with  the  ftriking 
voice  of  fick  beds,  dying  groans,  ghaftly  corpfes,  and 
gaping  graves,  in  your  families,  or  neighbourhoods, 
or  perhaps  in  both.  How  many  among  us,  in  a  few 
years,  have  been  brought  down  to  the  gates  of  the 
grave,  that  they  might  enter  into  a  ferious  confer- 
ence Vvdth  death  and  eternity,  which  they  were  fo  a- 
vcrfc  to  in  the  giddy,  unthinking  hours  of  health 
and  hurry  of  bulinefs !    And  what  narrow  cfcapes, 

what 
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what  figtial  unexpefted  deliverances  has  Prdvidence 
wrought  for  you  in  thofe  leafQns  of  danger  and  dit 
trefe,  that  you  might  enjoy  a  longer- fpace  of  repent- 
ance !  How  itiany  of  our  friends  and  neighbours  have 
fickenedand  died,  for  the  admoniti(5n  of  furvivors ! 
Providence  has  pitched  upon  one  here  and  there, 
that  was  wont  to  fit  among  us  in  our  religious  aflfem- 
blics,  and  made  him  an  exampfe  and  a  warning  to 
the  reft.  They  are  gone  before,  to  fhew  us  the  way  ; 
and  put  us  in  mind,  that  our  turn  aHb  will  foon 
come.*  Sicknefs  and  death,  expiring  agonies,  pak 
corpfes. 

The  knee!,  the  fhroud,  the  mattock,  and  the  grave, 
The  deep  damp  vault,  the  darknefs,  and  the  worm— 

thefe  are  very  folemn  monitors  ;  and  that  heart  is 
.  hard  indeed,  that  does  not  feel  their  reproof. 

The  providence  of  God  has  alfo  reproved  us,  in 
common  with  our  countrymen,  by  the  public  cala- 
mities 

*  Our  dying  friends  come  o'er  us  like  a  cloud, 
To  damp  our  brainlefs  ardors,  and  abate 
That  glare  of  life  which  often  blinds  the  wife* 
Our  dying  friends  are  pioneers,  tofmooth, 
Our  rugged  pais  to  death  ;  to  break  thofe  bars 
Of  terror  and  abhorrence  nature  throws 
Crofs  our  obftru£led  way ;  and  thus  to  make 
Welcome  as  fafe,  our  port  from  every  ftorm. 
Each  friend  by  fate  fnatch'd  from  us,  is  a  plume 
Pluck'd  from  the  wing  of  human  vanity, 
Which  makes  us  {loop  from  our  aerial  heights, 
And  dampt  with  omen  of  our  own  deceafc, 
On  drooping  pinions  of  ambition  lo\s^er*d, 
Juft  fkim  earth's  furfacc,  ere  we  break  it  up, 
O'er  putrid  pride  to  fcratch  a  little  duft, 
And  lave  the  world  a  nuifance.     Smitten  friends 
Are  angels  fent  bn  errands  full  of  love  ; 
For  us -they  languilh,  and  for  us  they  di^  : 
And  fhall  they  languifh,  fhall  they  die  in  vain  ?— 
Shall  we  difdain  their  filent,  foft  addrefs  ; 
Their  pofthumous  advice,  and  pious  prayer  ? 
Senfelefs  as  herds  that  graze  their  hallow'd  graves, 
Tread  under  foot  their  agonies  and  groans  ; 
Fpaftrate  their  anguifh,  and  deflroy  their  deaths  ? 

Young. 

Vol.  n.  K  k  k 
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mities  that  have  hovered  over,  or  fallen  upon  our 
land  and  nation ;  and  particularly  by  the  ravages  and 
defolations  of  war.  Providence  has  commiflioned 
Indian  favages  and  French  Papifts  to  be  our  repro^ 
vers,  and  loudly  admoniflied  us  with  the  horrid  roar 
of  cannons,  the  clangor  of  martial  trumpets,  and  aU 
the  dread  artillery  or  ruin  and  death.  What  ear  *- 
mong  us  has  not  heard,  what  heart  has  not  trem- 
bled, at  this  terrible  warning ! 

Thus,  and  in  a  thoufand  other  ways,  has  Provi- 
dence concurred  with  the  word,  and  feelingly  re- 
proved us  with  its  fatherly  rod.  And  we  fhould  al- 
ways remember,  that  the  hand  of  Providence  is  the 
hand  of  God,  whatever  inftruments  he  is  pleafed  to 
life. 

But  has  he  not  often  laid  aiide  all  inftruments,  and 
reproved  you  more  immediately  by  his  Spirit  ?  Has 
not  his  Spirit  been  long  and  frequently  ftriving  with 
you  J  reproving  you  of  fin  ;  alarming  you  with  ap- 
prehenfions  of  your  danger :  exciting  in  you  good 
refolutions,  and  ferious  thoughts  of  reformation  ? 
Has  not  the  bleffed  Spirit  at  times  borne  home  the 
word  upon  your  hearts  with  unufual  power,  and 
roufed  your  confcience  to  fall  upon  you  with  terrible, 
though  friendly  violence  ? — Which  leads  me  to  add. 

You  have  been  your  own  monitors  ;  I  mean  your 
confciences  have  often  admoniflied  and  warned  you  ; 
have  whifpered  in  your  breafts,  that  "  this  courfe  of 
vice  and  irreligion  will  not  do :  this  careleflhefs  and 
indifFerency  in  the  concerns  of  your  fouls,  this  ftupid 
negledl  of  God  and  eternal  things,  will  not  end  well.** 
Confcience  has  often honeftly  pronounced yourdoom : 
"  Thou  art  a  guilty,  wicked  creature,  under  the  dif- 
pleafurc  of  God.  Thou  art  deftitute  of  true  vital 
religion,  and  haft  no  title  to  the  divine  favour.  If 
thou  die  in  this  condition,  thou  wilt  be  undone  for 
ever."  Thus  has  confcience  warned  you ;  and  you 
have  no  doubt  fometimes  fweated  and  agonized  un- 
der its  chaftifements.     Though  you  have  prepofter- 

oufly 
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oufly  laboured  to  bribe  it,  or  fupprefs  it  by  violence ; 
yet  it  has  ftill  borne  at  leaft  a  faint  teftimony  for  its 
Matter,  and  againft  you.  Thus  you  always  carry  a 
reprover  in  your  own  bofoms  wherever  you  go :  and 
though  every  mouth  around  you  Ihould  be  filent, 
this  will  fpeals:,  if  you  do  but  attend^  and  give  it  fair 
play. 

I  may  add,  that  even  the  irrational  creation  is  your 
monitor ;  and  in  filent,  but  forcible  language,  re- 
monftrates  againft  your  conduft.  Can  you  hear  the 
muiicians  of  the  air  in  every  bufli  warbling  out  their 
grateful  anthems  td  their  Maker,  without  being  con- 
vifted  of  your  guilty  lilence  in  his  praife  ?  Can  you 
fee  the  fun  invariably  rolling  in  the  path  firft  marked 
out  for  him  by  his  Maker  and  Lord,  without  feeling 
yourfdves  reproved  for  your  numberlefs  deviations 
from  the  path  of  duty  ?  Do  not  the  regulated,  ftated 
revolutions  of  the  feafons,  and  of  night  and  day,  fen- 
fibly  reprove  your  negleft  of  the  returns  of  your 
hours  of  devotion  ?  In  flxort,  does  not  all  nature  cry 
out  againft  you  ?  Is  not  every  thing  you  fee  obedient 
to  its  Maker's  laws,  but  man  ?  man,  who  ihould  claim, 
the  precedence  in  obedience,  as  he  is  appointed  lord 
of  the  lower  creation** 

Nay^ 

*  How  natural  are  thefc  refledions  of  that  great  and  good 
man,  Dr.  Watts ! 

With  fleady  courfe  thy  (hining  fua 

Keeps  his  appointed  way  r 
And  all  the  hours  obedient  run 

The  circle  of  the  day.. 
But,  ah  \  how  wide  my  fpirit  flics^ 

And  wanders  from  her  God ! 
My  foul  forgets  the  heavenly  prize*. 

And  treads  the  downward  road  I 
The  raging  Ure  and  ftormy  fea 

PerforiA  thine  awful  will ; 
And  every  beaft  and  every  tree^ 

Thy  great  defigns  fulfil : 
While  my  wild  palfions  rage  within. 

Nor  thy  commands  obey  ; 
And  fle(h  and  fenfe,  enflar'd  to  (in. 

Draw  my  bed  thoughts  away.        Lyric  Poems*. 
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Nay, even  infernal  fpirits,  thofe  evcrlafting  enemies 
of  man  and  goodnefs,  may  ferve  as  your  reprovers. 
Can  you  think  of  their  unwearied  roaming  over  the 
earth,  in  queft  of  fouls  as  their  prey,  and  their  induf- 
try  and  toil  to  do  mifchief,  without  blammg  your 
own  negligence  to  fave  your  fouls,  and  do  good  ? 
And  could  you  but  hear  the  loft  ghofts  of  your  own 
race,  who  are  now  fliut  up  in  the  infernal  prifon,  burft- 
ing  out  into  defpairing  cries,  and  bitterly  accufing 
themfelves  for  their  prefumption  and  fecurity,  their 
lazy  delays,  mifimprovemcnt  of  time,  and  negleft  of 
the  means  of  grace,  while  upon  earth ;  how  loud  and 
ftriking  a  warning  would  this  be  to  you,  who  are  now 
walking  in  their  fteps ! 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  given  you  a  brief  lift 
of  your  many  monitors.  And  who  can  ftand  the 
united  reproofs  of  fuch  a  multitude  ?  Who  dare  fet 
himfelf  againft  the  admonition  of  earth,  heaven,  and 
hell ;  of  God  and  all  his  creatures  ?  muft  you  not  all 
yield  to  the  warning  ? 

bolomon  fuppofes,  in  my  text,  that  a  man  may  be 
often  reproved,  and  yet  harden  his  neck  ;  that  is,  ob- 
ftinately  refufe  fubmiffion  and  reformation.  A  ftifF 
neck  is  a  metaphor  often  ufed  in  fcripture,  to  fignify 
an  unyielding  incorrigible  fpirit,  refolute  in  difobedi- 
ence,  in  fpite  of  all  reftraints  ;  in  fpite  of  advice,  dit 
fuafives  and  reproofs.  And  to  harden  the  neck,  is 
to  confirm  one's  felf  in  difobedience,  in  oppofition  to 
admonition  ;  or  to  refufe  to  reform,  and  ftrengthen 
one's  felf  in  the  refufal,  in  fpite  of  all  the  means  of  re- 
formation. It  is  to  cherifh  obftinacy,  to  defpife  re- 
proof, and  refolve  to  follow  a  headftrong  impetuous 
felf-will  at  all  adventures.*     The  metaphor  is  taken 

from 

• 

*  That  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  metaphor,  will  appear  from 
a  particular  furvey  of  thofc  paffages  of  fcripture,  where  it  is  ufed 
either  in  the  original,  or  in  our  tranflation.  Exod.  xxxii.  5,  g. 
and  xxxiii.  3,  Deut.  ix.  6,  13,  and  x.  16.  and  xxviii.  48, 
2Chron.  xxx.  8.  andxxxvi.  13.  2  Kings  xvii.  14.  Neh.  ix.  16, 
17,  29.  Pfalm  Jxxv.  5.  Ifa.  xlviii.  4.  Jer.  vii  26,  and  xvii,  23. 
and  xix.  15.     A6ts  vii.  51. 
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from  an  unmanageable,  fuUen  ox,  that  will  not  bend 
his  neck  to  the  yoke,  nor  kindiy  draw  under  it ;  but 
ftiflfens  his  neck^  that  it  may  not  bear  it ;  and  hardens 
it,  that  it  may  not  ftel  it :  and  the  lafli  and  the  goad 
do  not  break  his  obftinate  fjHrit,  nor  reduce  him  to 
willing  fubjedion.  Thus,  nothing  but  a  fullen  and 
fenfelcfs  beaft  can  reprefent  the  ftupid,  unreafonable 
conduft  of  that  man  who  hardens  himfelf  in  fin, 
againft  the  ftrongeft  diffuafives  and  reproofs  froni 
God  and  his  creatures. 

And  is  not  this  the  charafter  of  fome  of  you  ?  I  ani 
very  unwilling  to  prefume  fuch  bad  things  of  any  of 
you  ;  but  I  muft  at  leaft  put  it  to  your  confciences  to 
determine,  whether  it  be  fo  or  not  ?  This  you  may 
know  by  this  fingle  inquiry,  whether  you  have  re- 
formed of  thofe  things  for  which  you  have  been  re- 
proved ?  or  whether  you  ftill  obftinately  perfift  in 
them,  in  oppofition  to  the  moft  ftrildng  admonitions  ? 
The  profane  and  profligate  among  you  have  often 
been  reproved  for  your  vices ;  your  drunkennefs, 
fwearing,  lying,  contempt  of  facred  things,  and  other 
immoralities  :  but  do  you  not  ftiil  obftinately  perfift 
in  thepraftice  of  them  ?  You  have  often  been  reprov- 
ed for  the  negleft  of  the  worfliip  of  God  in  your  fa- 
milies, and  the  fouls  of  your  domeftics ;  what  warm 
remonftrances  have  you  heard  upon  this  head  !  And 
yet,  have  you  not  prayerlefe  families,  prayerlefs  morn- 
ings and  evenings  ftill  ?  Have  you  not  been  folemnly 
warned  of  the  danger  of  neglefting,  or  carelefsly  at- 
tending upon,  the  means  of  grace  ?  And  yet  you  arc 
negligent  and  carelefs  ftill  ?  Have  you  not  been  earn- 
eftly  admoniflied  for  your  prefumption  and  fecurity, 
your  entertaining  high  hopes  of  future  happinefe,  and 
that  you  are  genuine  chriftians,  at  random,  without 
honcft  trial  and  repeated  felf-examination  ?  And  yet 
do  not  fome  of  you  ftill  perfift  in  this  ftupid,  perni- 
cious  conduct  ?  Alas  !  how  ignorant  of  your  own 
true  character !  How  unwillingly  are  you  dragged  to 
the  bar  of  confcienee,  there  to  be  tried,  and  hear  your 

fentence! 
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fentence !  How  ready  are  you  to  flatter  yourfelves 
with  pleafing  expeftations,  though  in  reality  contrary 
to  the  declarations  of  eternal  truth !  And  how  fecure 
and  thoughtlefs  are  you  about  the  great  concerns  of 
religion  and  eternity  !  how  lukewarm  and  inadtive  in 
the  duties  you  owe  to  God  and  mail,  and  in  your  en- 
deavours to  work  out  your  falvation  !  But  have  you 
not  been  folemnly  warned  of  the  pernicious  confe- 
quences  of  this  courfe  ?  How  often  have  you  been 
honeftly  told,  that  this  is  not  the  narrow  and  rugged 
road  of  virtue  and  religion  that  leads  to  heaven  ! 
How  often  have  you  been  warned  of  the  danger  of 
millaking  external  formalities  for  vital  religion,  and  a 
mere  profeffion  of  chriftianityfor  the  heart-experience 
and  conftant  pradice  of  it !  And  yet  do  not  fome  of 
you  indulge  this  deftruclive  millake  ftill  ?  Have  you 
not  been  often  reproved  for  contenting  yourfelvea 
with  a  dead,  fruitlefs  faith,  an  empty  fpeculatiori,  or 
hiftorical  belief ;  vdth  tranfient  unwilling  fits  of  fer- 
vile  repentance,  that  produce  no  reformation ;  and 
the  counterfeit  appearances  of  other  graces  and  vir- 
tues ?  I  fay,  have  you  not  often  been  reproved  for 
contenting  yourfelves  with  thefe,  inftead  of  that  live- 
ly, operative,  heart-afFeding  faith,  that  kindly,  inge- 
nuous, voluntary  repentance,  and  thorough  reforma- 
tion, and  thofe  other  adive,  practical  graces  and 
virtues,  which  are  required  in  the  gofpel,  as  eflential 
conftituents  of  a  true  chriftian,  and  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  pre-requilites  to  everlafting  life  ?  And  yet  you 
wilfully  indulge  the  delufion  Hill,  and  are  unwilling 
to  admit  convidion,  and  difcover  the  truth  !  How 
often  and  how  folemnly  have  you  been  reproved  for 
your  exceflive  eagernefs  and  avarice  in  the  purfuit  of 
this  vain  world,  and  your  ftupid  negle£l  to  lay  up  for 
yourfelves  trcafures  in  heaven,  and  to  be  rich  towards 
God  !  And  yet,  is  not  this  enchanting  world  your 
favourite,  and  the  idol  of  your  hearts  ftill  ?  And  are 
you  not  ftill  carelefs  what  will  become  of  you  through 
an  everlafting  duration,  in  an  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant 
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tant  world?  That  one  expoftulation  from  Chrift 
himfelf  might  have  been  an  irrefiftible  rebuke  to  you, 
Whatjhallit  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lofe  his  own  foul?  or  what  Jhall  a  man  give  in  exchange 
for  his  foul  ?  But,  alas !  have  you  not  flood  out  againft 
this,  and  a  thoufand  other  pungent  admonitions  ? 
Have  you  not  often  had  the  dreadful  guilt  and  dan- 
ger of  making  light  of  Chrift  and  his  precious  gofpel, 
of  delaying  your  converfion  to  fome  uncertain  here- 
after, and  of  prefuming  upon  the  mercy  and  patience 
of  God,  expofed  to  your  view  in  a  ftriking  light  ? 
And  yet  you  have  ftill  perfifted  in  the  praftice,  in 
fpite  of  reproof  and  conviftion.  I  might  eafily  mul- 
tiply inftances  on  this  head  ;  but  thefe  muft  ferve  as 
fpecimens  at  prefent :  and  I  fliall  only  add  this  gene- 
ral rule  for  your  farther  conviftion,  that  whatever 
fin  you  indulge  yourfelves  in,  whatever  duty  you 
omit,  whatever  grace  or  virtue  you  live  deftitute  of, 
in  oppofition  to  the  convi6Hon  of  your  own  minds 
within,  and  of  the  reproofs  and  admonitions  of  God 
and  man  from  without,  you  are  then  guilty  of  hard- 
ening your  neck. 

And  if  this  be  the  cafe,  how  many  of  you  are  in- 
volved in  this  guilt  ?  Lay  your  hand  now  upon  your 
heart,  and  fay,  does  not  confcience  whifper,  or  per- 
haps clamour,  "  Guilty !  guilty  !*'  It  is  ftrange,  it  is 
unaccountable,  it  is  horrible,  that  there  fhould  be 
fuch  a  monfter  upon  earth,  on  whom  the  repeated 
reproofs  and  warnings  of  God  and  his  fellow  creatures 
have  been  thrown  away ;  and  who  dares  fingly  to 
ftand  it  out  againft  the  whole  univerfe !  But,  alas  J 
are  there  not  many  fuch  monfters  among  us  ?  To  re- 
prove them  again  is  a  very  unpromifing  and  almoft 
defperate  attempt ;  for  they  have  been  fo  inured  to  it, 
that  they  are  hardened  againft  it,  and  fet  it  at  defi- 
ance. Yet  duty  and  compaffion  conftrain  us  to  make 
the  attempt  once  more :  for  O !  we  cannot  yet  give 
them  up  as  altogether  defperate,  nor  refign  them  with 
willing  hands  as  a  tame  prey  to  ruin.    I  know  no 

other 
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other  way  to  bring  them  out  of  danger  but  to  make 
them  fenlible  of  it.  And  this^  I  Ihall  attempt,  in  illuf^ 
trating  the  remaining  part  of  the  text,  which  in- 
forms you  of  the  plain  truth,  that  he  that  being  often 
reproved^  harderieth  his  neck^fhall fuddenly  he  deflroyedy 
or  broken,  and  that  without  remedy  ;  or,  "  and  thei^ 
is  no  cure/* 

The  ftilF  neck  that  will*  not  bend  to  the  yoke  o£ 
odcdicnce,  muft  be  broken ;  and  its  own^  ftiffnefe  ren- 
ders it  the  more  eafily  broken  :  for  it  is  not  eafy-  to 
break  what  is  yielding  and"  pliable ;  but  even  the  re- 
fiftance  of  the  ftiff  neck  occafions  its  own  ruin.  It 
may  harden  itfelf  into  infenfibility  under  reproof:  but 
O  [  it  cannot  harden  itfelf  into  infenfibility  under  di- 
vine judgments.  It  may  refufe  the  eafy  and  gentle 
yoke  of  the  divine  law  ;  but  divine  juftice  will  for- 
cibly impofe  its  iron  yoke  upon  it,  and  conftrain  it  to 
bow  till  it  be  broken.  Tliis  is  the  doom  of  the  ob- 
ftinate,  incorrigible  finner :  thus  fliall  he  be  deftroy- 
ed  and  broken  to  pieces. 

But  this  is  not  all :  he  ihall.  fuddenly  be  deftroyed, 
fuddenly  broken.  Sudden  ruin  is  aggravated,  be- 
caufe  it  ftrikes  a  man  into  a  confternation,  overtakes 
him  unawares,  furprizes  him  at  a  difadvantage,  when 
unprovided  with  any  methods  to  efcape ;  and  alfo 
tears  all  his  pleafing  hopes  from  him  ;  and  by  how 
much  the  higher  the  hopes  from  whence  he  falls,  by  fo 
much  the  deeper  he  is  ingulphed  in  mifery. 

Sudden  ruin  is  the  certain  and  natural  confequence 
of  a  man's  incorrigible  obftinacy,  in  fpite  of  admo- 
nition. He  muft  be  ruined  becaufe  he  will  not  be 
warned,  nor  forfake  the  path  that  leads  to  deftruc- 
tion.  He  will  even  take  his  own  way  at  all  adventures, 
and  no  man  can  help  it ;  and  therefore  he  muft  be 
deftroyed.  He  muft  alfo  be  fuddenly  deftroyed,  be- 
caufe he  would  hope  for  fafety  in  fpite  of  warning  ; 
fuddenly  broken,  becaufe  he  would  not  forefee  the 
blow.  Till  he  feels  the  ftroke,  he  would  not  believe 
it  was  coming  j  and  therefore  his  deftruftion  is  fud- 

den^ 
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den,  furprizing,  and  confounding.  This  is  the  natu- 
ral end  of  fool-hardinefs  and  obftmacy,  in  fpit6  of  all 
reftraints  and  admonitions  :  and  there  is  no  help  for 
it :  fuch  obftinacy  and  prefumption  is  an  incurabfe 
difeafe,  that  excludes  all  remedy.  This  is  implied  in 
the  laft  part  of  the  tiext : 

He  fl)all  fuddenly  be  dejlroyed^  and  that  without  re- 
medy ;  or,  as  it  might  be  more  literally  rendered, 
'*  and  there  is  no  cure,  or  medicine,  or  healing/* 
There  can  be  no  preventive  medicine  to  fuch  a  felf- 
willed,  head-ftrong  creature ;  becaufe  he  will  not  ap- 
ply it ;  and  pufbes  oflF  every  friendly  hand  that  would 
apply  it.  And  there  can  be  no  healing  or  reftorative 
medicine  applied ;  for  the  breach,  when  made,  h  def- 
.perate,  and  admits  ivo  cure.  The  ftiff  neck  is  broken 
in  pieces,  fo  that  it  never  can  be  healed.  Then  the 
patient,  fo  obftinate  before,  would  moft  willingly  ap- 
ply a  remedy :  but  O !  it  is  too  late. 

Reproofs  and  admonitions  from  God  and  men, 
and  our  own  confciences,  are  the  great  means  to  re- 
cover finners :  and  while  thefe  are  ineflfeftual,  noo-' 
ther  can  poflibly  have  any  effect.  How  can  he  be  re- 
claimed from  fin,  who  will  fin  in  oppofitlon  to  all  re- 
ftraints !  In  oppofition  to  the  checks  of  confcience, 
and  the  ftrivings  of  the  holy  fpirit  within,  and  the 
united  difluafives  and  rebukes  of  Providence,  of  the 
word  of  God,  and  of  all  his  friends  from  without! 
Neither  God  nor  all  his  creatures  can  reform  and; 
fave  fuch  a  wretch,  while  he  continuesf  proof  againft 
all  the  means  of  reformation  and  faiVation.  It  is  un- 
avoidable, that  he  fhould  fuddenly  be  deftrOyed  $  and 
there  is  no  help  for  it : — ^he  muft  be  given  up  as  an 
incurable.  The  whole  univerfe  may  look  on,  and 
pity  him  ;  but,  alas  !  they  cannot  help  him :  He  has:, 
the  infirument  of  felf-murder  in  his-  own  hahd  j  and 
he  wiH  hot  part  with  it,  but  ufe^  it  againft  his  own 
Kfe,  without  controul :  and  none  can  take  it  out  of 
his  hand ;  that  is,  none  can  ^ve  his  free  will  a  new 
turn,  but  that  God  whom  he  is  daily  offending^  and 
'  Vol.  n.  L 11  who 
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who  is  therefore  not  obliged  to  obtrude  fuch  a  favour 
upon  him. 

.  This  is  the  unavoidable  doom  of  the  man  that  be- 
ing often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck.  And  fince 
this  is  the  character  of  fome  of  you,  have  you  not 
rcafon  to  fear  and  forbode  this  tremendous  doom  ? 
Let  me  reafon  a  little  ^vith  you  for  your  farther  con- 
viction. 

Your  danger  will  appear  from  thcfe  two  confider- 
ations,  that  if  you  always  continue  in  your  prefen^ 
condition,  proof  againft  all  admonition,  you  muft  be- 
deftroyed  without  remedy :  And  that  there  is  dread- 
fulreafon  to  fear,  you  always  will  continue  in  your, 
prefent  condition. 

That  if  you  live  and  die  in  your  prefent  condition, 
you  muft  be  deftroyed  without  remedy,  is  lamentar. 
bly  evident  from  what  has  been  faid. — ^It  is  the  de- 
claration of  the  wifeft  of  men,  infpired  from  heaven  ; 
he  that  being  often  reproved^  hardeneth  his  neck^Jhallftid-^ 
denly  be  broken,  and  there  is  no  remedy.     It  is  one  of 
the  proverbs  of  this  wifeft  of  men.     Now  a  proverb 
is  a  wife  remark,  made  after  long  obfervation,  and 
frequently  exemplified  in  the   world.     Therefore, 
when  we  confider  Solomon  here  not  only  as  fpeaking 
an  infpired  truth,  but  pronouncing  a  proverb,  it  is. 
as  if  be  bad  faid,  "  This  I  have  collected  from  long 
experience,  and  careful  obfervation  of  mankind,  and 
the  courfe  of  Providence  ;  this  is  daily  exemplified 
in  the  world  without  exception ;  this  all  ages  may 
regard  as  a  fure  and  important  truth,  and  I  record 
it  among  my  immortal  proverbs  for  their  warning, 
that  he  that  being  ofte^i  reproved^  hardeneth  his  necky 
Jhall  fttddenly  be  dejiroyed^  aiid  there  is  no  remedy.     A" 
proverb  being  a  familiar  obfervation  upon  the  com- 
mon occurrences  of  the  world,  it  follows  farther, 
that  the  accomplifhment  of  it  is  a  common  thing,' 
that  falls  under  every  man's  notice,  to  his  full  con- 
viction ;  and  therefore  Solomon,  by  inferting  this 
remark  among  his  Proverbs,  intimates,  that  the  fud- 
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den  and  rcmedilcfs  deftruction  of  an  incorrigible  firi- 
ner,  is  a  familiar  event  that  falls  under  every  man's 
•notice,  and  which  no  man  can  difpute,  without  dif- 
puting  the  common  fenfe  and  experience  of  mankinds 
Thus  certain,  irreprovable  finners  !  thus  common  is 
your  doom,  if  you  continue  in  your  prefent  condi- 
tion :  it  is  certain,  it  is  common,  even  to  a  proverb* 
And  if  you  ftill  go  on  in  your  prefent  courfe,  you 
will  at  laft  become  a  hiffing,  a  by-word,  and  a  pro- 
verb to  all  the  world.' — Your  deftruction,  as  I  ob- 
ferved,  is  unavoidable  and  remedilefs,  according  to 
the  nature  of  things  :  it  is  the  natural,  fpontaneous, 
and  infeparable  refult  and  effeft  of  incorrigible  ob- 
ftinacy.  You  refolutely  fet  your  free  wills,  which 
are  not  under  the  controul  of  any  creature  but  your- 
felves,  upon  your  own  ruin  :  and  what  then  remains j 
but  that  you  muft  be  ruined !  To  ruin  you  muft  go, 
though  attended  with  the  prayers  and  tears  of  the 
faints,  and  checked  by  their  friendly  admonitions, 
enforced  with  thofe  of  God  himfelf.  They  cannot 
help  you  againft  your  wills.  What  can  keep  you 
from  ingulphing  yourfelves  in  deftruclion,  when  you 
break  through  all  reftraints  from  God  and  the  whole 
creation  ?  You  rejeft  the  only  means  of  cure  :  and 
muft  you  not  die  as  incurables  !  If  the  fpirit  of  God 
ftrives  with  you  in  vain ;  if  confcience  check  and 
admoniflies  you  in  vain  ;  if  Providence  ufes  its  chaf- 
tifing  rod  in  vain  ;  if  ficknefs,  and. death,  and  graves 
preach  in  vain  ;  if  Bibles  and  good  books  are  put 
into  your  hands  in  vain  ;  if  minifters,  and  friends, 
and  neighbours,  and  the  deareft  relatives,  advifej 
and  perfuade,  and  warn,  and  reprove  in  vain ;  if 
lieaven,  and  earth,  and  hell,  if  God  and  all  his  crea- 
tures admonifli  in  vain  ;  what  hopes  can  yourfelves 
entertain  of  your  falvation  !  what  better  means  can 
you  defire  !  what  other  means  can  you  expcft  !  can 
you  hope  to  be  reformed  and  prepared  for  heaven^ 
when  thefe  means,  the  beft,  the  only  means  that  ever 
were  ufed  with  finful  creatures,  and  which  have 
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proved  efFe£hial  in  the  moft  difcQumging  cafes,  have 
no  effecl  upon  you !  Judge  yourfdves,  whethfer  your 
defirudion  is  not  unavoidable  in  your  prefent  con- 
dition. 

And  that  you  will  always  continue  in  your  pre- 
fent condition,  is,  alas  !  but  too  probable.  You  have 
continued  in  it  all  your  life  pan: :  and  is  not  this  a 
dreadful  prefumption  that  you  will  continue  in  it  all 
your  life  to  come!  Can  you  expeft  better  means 
than  you  have  had  !  Or  are  your  hearts  become  more 
foft  and  pliable  now,  when  hardened  by  an  obftinate 
courfe  of  incorrigible  impenitence,  that  you  ihould 
*hope  the  fame  means  will  have  greater  efficacy  upon 
'^hem  in  time  to  come  than  formerly !  Are  you  as 
fure  of  twenty  or  thirty  years  before  you,  as  that  you 
have  enjoyed  twenty  or  thirty  years  in  time  paft !  Is 
God  the  lefs  provoked,  by  how  much  the  longer 
you  have  offended  him,  fo  that  you  have  more  en- 
couragement to  expeft  the  affiftance  of  his  grace  here- 
after than  formerly  ?  Are  you  now  any  more  out  of 
danger  of  being  judicioufly  hardened  and  given  up 
of  God,  than  ten  years  ago !  And  are  you  the  more 
fure  of  his  favour,  by  how  much  the  more  you  de- 
ferve  his  wrath  ?  Are  the  habits  of  fin  grown  weaker 
through  inveteracy  and  long  indulgence !  Does  the 
work  of  your  falvation  grow  eafier  by  delays,  and 
by  your  having  fewer  days  for  work !  Does  confci- 
ence  gain  ftrength  upon  you,  by  your  repeated  vio- 
lences ;  or  the  fpirit  of  God  work  the  more  power- 
fully, the  more  you  refift  and  grieve  him  !  Does  your 
being  inured  to  the  gofpcl,  give  it  greater  force  up- 
on you !  If  the  happy  change  of  your  prefent  condi^ 
tion  be  probable,  the  probability  muft  depend,  in  hu- 
man view,  upon  fuch  abfurdities  as  thefe.  But  can 
thefe  be  the  foundation  of  probability  ?  No  ;  but  of 
the  greateft  improbability.  The  truth  of  the  cafe  is, 
your  condition  is  growing  more  and  more  difcou- 
raging  every  day  ;  and  you  are  approaching  faft  to- 
wards a  fixed,  unchangeable  fl:ate  of  incorrigible  ob- 
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ftinacy  in  wickednefs.  ^  Ten  years  ago,  it  was  much 
more  likely,  in  human  view,  that  you  would  hav€ 
been  converted  ere  now,  than  it  now  is,  that  you  will 
be  converted  in  ten  years  to  come.  In  ihort,  the  only 
ground  of  hope  concerning  you,  is  not  at  all  froni 
the  appearance  of  things  in  human  view,  but  merely 
from  the  free  and  fovereign  grace  of  God.  I  may 
fay  of  your  falvation,  what  Chrift  iaid  of  the  falva^- 
tion  of  the  rich,  with  m^n  that  is  impoffible :  that  is^ 
according  to  the  ordinary  way  of  judging  among 
men,  who  can  judge  only  by  appearances,  and  who 
count  thofe  things  likely  or  unlikely,  poflible  or 
impoffible,  which  feem  to  be  /o  in  their  own  na- 
ture :  according  to  this  rule  of  judging,  there  if 
no  reafon  at  all  to  hope  for  it :  *it  is  quite  defperate. 
But  with  God  all  things  are  pojjible :  he  can  and  fome- 
times  does,  aft  contrary  to  appearances  and  the  na- 
tural tendency  of  things;  and  ^ftoniflies  his  creatures 
with  unoxpefted  and  furprizing  wonders.  Thus, 
veteran,  obftinate  finners !  he  may  yet  deal  with  fome 
of  you.  Omnipotence  may  yet  ta^e  you  in  hand,  dif- 
arm  all  your  refiftance,  and  caufe  you  to  feel  thofe 
admonitions  you  have  made  light  of.  This,  perhaps, 
God  may  do.  But  O  !  it  is  an  anxious,  dreadful  per- 
adventure ;  for  you  muft  know,  though  he  fome- 
times  Angles  out  an  hardened  finner  of  your  clafs 
here  and  there,  to  make  him  the  illuftrious  trophy 
of  the  power  of  his  grace,  yet  this  is  not  his  ufual 
way  :  he  does  not  commonly  work  upon  fuch  rough, 
unfuitable  materials.  He  generally  pitches  upon  the 
young  and  pliable,  upon  thofe  that  have  not  been 
long  inured  to  the  gofpel,  nor  hardened  in  fin.  There- 
fore, even  this,  which  is  your  only  ground  of  hope, 
can  aflPord  you  but  a  trembling,  anxious  hope.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  you  have  reafon  to  fear  that  you 
will  die  as  you  have  hitherto  lived,  hardy,  refolute, 
incorrigible  finners.  And  if  fo,  you  know  your  dread- 
ful end  ;  you  fliall  fuddenly  be  deftroyed ;  your  ftiff 
neck  fliall  be  unexpeftedly  broken  5  and  there  will  be 
no  help,  no  remedy.  And 
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And  if  you  are  indeed  in  fo  much  danger,  vnSL  yon 
'hot  now  lay  it  to  heart,  and  endeavour  to  efcape 
while  you  may  ?  Alas  !  fliall  this  admonition  alfo, 
this  admonition  for  your  difregarding  all  paft  admo- 
nitions, be  loft  upon  you  like  the  reft  ?  O !  will  you 
"not  at  length  take  warning,  before  it  is  too  late  ? 
Perhaps  the  voice  that  now  warns  you,  may  not  long 
found  in  your  ears.  But  O  !  let  me  find  this  day, 
that  thofe  whom  I  have  reproved  in  vain  for  fo  ma- 
ny years,  regard  me  at  laft,  and  fubmit  and  yield. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  you  will  be  fafe  from  the 
vengeance  denounced  in  this  alarming  proverb.  He 
Ithat  being  often  repnri>cd^  hardeneth  his  neck,  JhaUfud^ 
denly  be  dejlroyed^  an^  that  without  remedy. 


SERMON     XLI. 

THE    NATURE    OF  LOOKING  TO   CHRIST    OPENED    AND 

EXPLAINED. 


Isaiah  xIv.  22.  Look  unto  ?ne^  and  be  ye  faved^  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is 
none  elfe. 

IT  is  the  peculiar  fin  and  unhappinefs  of  the  chri- 
ftianizcd  world,  that,  while  they  profefs  and  fpe- 
culatively  believe  Jefus  to  be  the  Mefllah,  the  Savi- 
our of  finners  ;  and  while  they  harbour  fome  kind 
of  high  efteem  for  him  as  a  Benefactor  that  appeared 
upon  earth  about  1700  years  ago,  who  fliould  be  ftill 
remembered  with  gratitude,  yet  that  they  are  not 
deeply  fenfible  of  that  intimate,  perfonal  concern 
which  degenerate  finners  have  with  him  in  every 
age.  They  do  not  make  that  eager,  importunate, 
affectionate  application  to  him,  which  his  charafter 
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requires  2^s  the  Saviour  6f  guilty  men.  Divine  juftice 
indeed  was  fatisfied,  the  demands  of  the  law  were  an-  ; 
fwered  by  the  obedience  and  fiifferings  of  our  divine 
Redeemer  long  before  we  came  into  exiftence,  and 
God  became  reconcileable  to  a  guilty  world.  But  all 
this  alone  does  not  infure  our  falvatibn*  Redemption 
muft  not  only  be  purchafed,  but  applied  \  and  though 
it  was  purchafed  without  pur  concurrence,  yet  all 
mankind,  in  all  ages,  are  concerned  in  the  applica- 
tion of  it.  There  was  no  need  of  the  gofpel  and  its 
ordinances  to  procure  it ;  but  all  thefe  are  neceffary, 
and  therefore  appointed  for  our  obtaining  an  adual 
intereft  in  it.  Hence  Chrift,  as  an  almighty  Saviour, 
is  exhibited,  and  the  bleffings  of  his  purchafe  are  ofr. 
fered  in  the  gofpel ;  and  aU  that  hear  the  gracious 
propofal  are  mvited  to  entertain  this  Saviour  with 
fuitable  difpofitions,  and  to  confent  to  the  terms  on 
which  thefe  bleffings  are  offered,  upon  the  penalty  of 
everlafting  damnation.  Our  perfonal  confent  is  re- 
quired as  much  in  this  age  as  when  the  gofpel  was 
firft  publifhed  to  the  world  ;  and  it  is  this  which  is 
folicited  by  all  the  means  of  grace ;  it  is  to  gain . 
your  confent  to  this  gracious  propofal,  that  the 
gofpel  is  fiill  continued  among  you.  It  is  for  this 
we  preach ;  for  this  you  fliould  hear,  and  perform 
every  other  duty;  for  this  the  Lord's  Supper  in 
particular  was  inftituted,  and  has  been  to-day  ad-^ 
miniftered  among  you.  It  is  to  melt  your  hearts, 
and  engage  your  affections  to  a  dying  Saviour,  that 
he  is  reprefented  both  in  words  and  in  fpeaking  ac- 
tions, in  all  the  agonies  of  Gethfemane,  and  in  all  the 
tortures  of  Calvary. 

But  though  thefe  affcAing  means  have  been  ufed 
from  age  to  age,  yet,  alas  !  they  have  not  had  the  in- 
tended effecJ:  upon  multitudes.  They  aft  like  a  fick; 
perfon  infatuated  with  the  imagination  that  the  mere 
grateful  remembrance  of  Galen  or  Hippocrates,  or 
feme  other  eminent  phyfician  of  pafl  ages,  will  be 
fufficient  for  his  recovery,  without  following  their 
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prefcriptions,  or  making  a  fpeedy  application  to  a 
living  phyfician  now  :  whereas  there  is  as  much  rea- 
fon  why  we  in  this  age  fhould  be  pricked  to  the  heart,  - 
and  cry  out,  Whatjhall  we  do  to  he  faved?  as  there 
was  for  St.  Peter's  hearers.  Acts  ii.  37,  38.  There  is 
as  much  reafon  to  exhort  unregenerate  finners  now 
to  repent  and  be  converted,  as  there  was  to  exhort 
the  impenitent  Jews  to  it.  There  is  as  much  caufe 
to  direft  and  perfuade  men  now  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  heathen  jailor,  who  had 
been  an  infidel.  Acfe  xvi.  31.  It  is  true  indeed, 
when  we  now  exhort  men  to  believe  in  Chrift,  we 
cannot  include  all  the  ideas  in  it  which  were  inclu- 
ded in  this  exhortation  when  addreffed  to  infidel 
Jews  and  heathens  in  the  apoftolic  age ;  for  then  it 
included,  that  they  fliould  renounce  their  former  re- 
ligion, and  affent  to  this  important  truth,  That  Jefus 
is  the  Mefliah,  and  tafce  upon  them  the  profeffion  of 
chriftianity ;  and  this  is  rendered  in  general,  I  hope, 
needlefe  in  our  landj  as  we  have  been  initiated  intof 
this  perfuafion  by  our  educatibn  and  other  means- 
But,  my  brethren,  all  this  is  far  Ihort  of  that  confent 
which  we  muft  yield  to  the  gofpel,  if  we  expecl  to 
be  faved  by  it.  This  faith  is  not  that  living  faith 
which  we  are  called  to  aci  upon  the  Redeemer ;  and 
we  muft  give  him  another  kind  of  reception  than 
multitudes  do,  who  thus  believe  his  di\T'nc  miflion, 
and  profefs  his  religion.  We  muft  have  thofe  afl'ec- 
tionate  diipofitions  and  vigorous  exercifes  of  heart 
towards  him,  which  become  guilty,  perilhing  finners 
towards  an  almighty  and  gracious  Saviour,  who  de- 
fer vcs  and  therefore  demands  our  lupreme  affeftion, 
our  humble  dependence  on  his  merits  alone,  and  our 
hearty  confent  to  be  his  fervants  for  ever.  We  muft 
be  brought  to  believe  in  him  with  fuch  a  faith  as  will 
regulate  our  practices,  and  render  the  whole  of  our 
life  a  feries  of  grateful  obedience  to  him,  who  is  an 
atoning  Prieft  upon  a  throne  of  royal  authority,  en- 
acling  laws  and  demanding  the  dutiful  fubmillion  of 
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his  fubjecls.  And  therefore  though  it  is  needlefs  to 
call  upon  you  to  believe  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which 
this  exhortation  was  addreffed  to  infidels  by  the  apof- 
ties  ;  yet  there  is  ftill  room  enough  to  urge  you  to 
this  duty,  only  leaving  out  one  ingredient  then  in- 
cluded, viz.  a  fpeculative  belief  and  external  profef- 
fion  of  the  chriftian  religion, and  that  Chrift  is  the  Met 
fiah.  There  is  ftill  reafon  to  perfuade  finners  to  con- 
fent  to  the  terms  of  life  eftablifhed  in  the  gofpel,  to 
renounce  all  dependance  on  their  own  righteoufnefe, 
and  to  place  their  humble  confidence  in  his  alone,  to 
acquiefce  vnth  the  warmeft  complacence  in  the  me- 
thod of  falvation  through  grace,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  furrender  themfelves  to  his  government,  to 
obey  his  will,  with  the  moft  cheerful  willingnefs,  the 
moft  ardent  devotion,  and  the  humbleft  adoration  : 
■in  fliort,  to  entertain  the  great  Redeemer  with  thofc 
afiedions  and  difpofitions  which  the  nature  and  de- 
fign  of  his  mediatorial  office  demand,  and  which  be- 
come our  condition  as  guilty,  miferable,  helplefs  crea- 
tures ;  all  which  are  included  in  that  faith  in  Jefus 
which  the  gofpel  enjoins  as  the  grand  condition  of 
falvation. 

This  faith  is  one  of  the  principal  fubjefts  of  facred 
fcripture,  and  is  expreffed  in  various  forms :  fome- 
times  in  plain  terms,  but  more  frequently  in  meta- 
phors borrowed  from  earthly  things,  and  particular- 
ly from  the  aftions  of  the  body.  This  method  of 
expreffing  fpiritual  objects  and  intelleftual  adeas,  in 
terms  that  originally  and  properly  are  applied  to  the 
body,  is  not  only  common  in  fcripture,  but  inter- 
mingled in  converfation,  and  authorized  by  the  beft 
authors  in  all  ages  and  languages.  We  fpeak  of  the 
eye  of  the  underftanding  as  well  as  of  our  bodily  eye  : 
and  to  fe®  an  argument,  or  a  meaning,  is  alnioft  as 
common  a  phrafe  as  to  fee  a  man  or  any  other  mate- 
rial objeft.  The  evidence  by  which  the  foul  forms 
its  determinations  is  called  light,  as  well  as  the  me- 
dium of  proper  vifion.     And  as  the  metaphor  is  here 
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borrowed  from  the  eye,  fo  it  is  frequently  borrowed 
from  the  other  organs  of  the  body  and  their  a<%ions* 
This  is  owing  to  the  penury  of  the  language  of  mor* 
talsy  who,  as  they  are  niofi:  converfant  with  material 
objeAs,  and  have  the  earlieft  and  moft  frequent  occa«- 
fions  of  receiving  or  conveying  their  ideas  of  them  in 
found,  are  habituated  to  a  (ualed  proper  to  theie 
things ;  and,  when  they  would  exprefs  their  ideas  of 
immaterial  things,  they  are  obliged  to  transfer  theft 
terms,  originally  applied  to  material  objetfh,  to  exr- 
prefs  thofe  immaterial  things ;  and  there  is  not  only 
neceflity  but  reafon  for  this,  as  there  is  a  refemblance 
between  thofe  actions  dP  the  body  from  which  thefe 
metaphors  are  borrowed,  and  thoft  ac):ions  of  the 
mkid  to  which  they  are  transferred  ;  yea,  it  is  not 
only  a  reafonable,  but  a  beautifril  and  moving  me- 
thod of  reprefenting  divine  things :  in  this  principal- 
ly comfifts  the  beauty  of  poetry,  that  it  clothes  intel- 
lectual ideas  in  lively  material  images,  which  make 
deep  impreifions  on  our  imaginations* 
.  In  fuch  metaphorical  terms  as  I  obferved,  faith  is 
often  reprefented  in  facred  fcripture.  Sometimes  the 
metaphor  is  borrowed  from  the  feet ;  and  then  to 
believe  is  to  come  to  Chrift ;  to  come  to  him  as  one 
opprefled  with  a  heavy  burden  to  a  perfon  that  can 
relieve.  Matt.  xi.  28.  to  come  to  him  as  one  perifliing 
with  thirft  to  a  fountain  of  living  water,  Ifaiah  Iv.  i. 
Rev.  xxii.  1 7.  or  as  the  manflayer,  clofely  purfued 
by  the  avenger  of  blood,  to  the  city  of  refuge :  hence 
it  is  expreffed  by  the  moft  emphatical  phrafe  oijlee^ 
ingfor  refuge.  Heb.  vi.  18.  Sometimes  the  metaphor 
is  taken  from  the  conduct  of  a  dutiful  and  loyal  peo- 
ple towards  their  rightful  Sovereign  upon  his  enter- 
ing among  them  in  his  own  territories.  John  i.  1 1 , 
12.  Sometimes  the  metaphor  is  taken  from  the 
ears  ;  and  faith  is  expreffed  by  hearing  his  voice,  as 
an  impoverilhed  dying  wretch  would  hear  the  offer 
of  plenty  and  life.  Ifaiah  Iv.  3.  John  v.  25.  And 
fometimcs,  as  in  the  te:&t,  the  metaphor  is  taken  from 
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the  eyes ;  and  faith  is  reprcfented  as  looking  to  Chrilfe. 
My  prefent  deiign  is, 

I.  To  explain  the  duty  here  expreffed  by  the  meta- 
phor of  looking. 

II.  To  urge  it  upon  you  by  fiindry  important  con- 
fiderations. 

I.  To  explain  the  duty  expreffed  by  the  metkphor 
of  looking^  we  are  to  obferve  in  general,  that  a  man's 
looks  often  difcover  his  condition  and  the  frame  of 
his  mind.  By  virtue  of  the  ftrange  union  between 
the  foul  and  the  body,  the  difpofitions  of  the  one  are 
often  indicated  by  the  emotions  and  appearances  of 
the  other.  The  eye,  in  particular,  is  a  mirror  in  whidi 
we  may  fee  the  various  paffions  of  the  mind ;  and  it 
has  a  kind  of  filent,  and  yet  fignificant  language, 
which  conveys  to  others  thofe  invTard  exercifes  which 
the  tongue  does  not,  and  perhaps  cannot  exprefe^ 
Hence  we  can  underfbuid  a  look  of  furprize  and  con- 
ftemation,  a  look  of  forrow  and  compafSon,  a  look 
of  joy,  the  look  of  a  pcriftiing  fupplicant,  or  of  a 
needy,  expedting  dependent.  It  an  agonizing  patient 
cafts  an  eaeer  look  upon  his  phyfician,  we  underftand 
it  to  be  a  filent  petition  for  relief.  When  a  dying 
hufband  fixes  a  wifhful,  tender  look  upon  his  fur- 
viving  half,  or  thofe  little  other  felves,  Jiis  children, 
they  know  the  melting  language,  and  feel  its  refift- 
lefe  energy.  And  when  we  fee  a  drowning  man  call- 
ing a  wild  and  eager  look  towards  a  boat  coming  to 
his  relief,  we  underftand  it  to  be  the  language  of 
earneft  importunity  to  fpeedy  help.  Hence  it  foffowsi 
that  "  looking  to  Chrift,  implies  thofe  fuitable  difpo- 
fitions and  exercifes  of  heart  towards  him,  which  are 
expreffed  by  the  earneft  and  fignificant  looks  of  per- 
fons  in  a  diftreffed  condition  towards  their  deliverer." 
And  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  is  natural  to  conceive  a  perfon 
as  exprefling  by  his  looks  a  particular  notice  and  dif- 
tinft  knowledge  of  his  deliverer,  an  importunate  cry 
for  his  afliftance— a  wifliful  expeftation  of  it — a  de- 
pendance  upon  him  for  it-^an  univerfal  fubmiflion 
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to  him—an  hearty  love  and  approbation  of  him— 
and  joy  and  gratitude  for  his  deliverance.  And  thqfe 
difpofitions  and  exercifes  of  mind  towards  Chrift  are 
intended  in  the  text  by  looldng  to  him. 

I.  Looking  to  Chrift,  implies  a  particular  notice 
and  diftinft  knowledge  of  him.     When  we  fix  an 
earneft  look  upon  an  objeA,  we  take  particular  no- 
tice and  a  diftinA  furvey  of  it,  and  fo  obtain  a  dear 
knowledge  of  it.     Thus  we  are  called  to  fix  our  in- 
telledual  eyes  upon  Chrift,  to  make  him  the  object 
of  our  contemplation,  and  by  thefe  means  to  obtain 
the  knowledge  of  him.     Mankind  are  too  common-, 
ly  regardlefs  and  ignorant  of  him.    And  are  not  mar 
ny  of  you  chargeable  with  this  criminal  negledl  ? 
The  bleffed  Jefus  has  exhibited  himielf  to  your  ob- 
Icrvation  in  the  gofpel,  but  your  attention  is  fo  en- 
gaged by  other  objects,  that  you  will  not  allow  him 
an  earneft  look.  He  has  been  fet  forth  evidently  cru- 
cified before  your  eyes,  but  you  have,  as  it  were,  pat 
fed  and  repafled  carelefs  and  unconcerned  by  his 
crofs.     You  have  had  a  variety  of  opportunities  and 
means  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  glorious  myfteries  of 
the  gofpel ;  to  know  the  perfon  of  the  Redeemer  as 
Immanuel,  God  and  man  ;  to  know  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity,  the  gracious  defign,  and  the  high  degree  of 
his  fufFerings ;  to  know  Ijiis  fufficiency  and  willing- 
nefs  to  pardon  and  fave  believing  penitents  ;  and  in 
a  word,  to  obtain  a  competent  acquaintance  with  the 
method  of  falvation.    But  you  have  taken  but  little 
or  no  notice  of  thefe  things  ;  and  confequently  re- 
mained contentedly  ignorant  of  them.    It  is  equally 
lamentable  and  aftonilhing,  that  in  a  land  like  this, 
abounding  in  Bibles  and  other  means  of  inftruction, 
chriftianity  fhould  be  io  little  known  even  by  thofe 
that  profels  it.     How  ridiculous  a  figure  would  an 
artift  make  that  knew  nothing  of  his  trade  !  a  fchool- 
m  after  that  could  not  fpell !    Or  a  doctor  that  knew 
nothing  of  phyfic  !    And  yet  men  have  the  impious 
impudence  to  call  themfelves  chriftians,  and  refent  it 
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when  their  prbfeffion  is  pronounced  an  hypocrital 
pretence,  thougli  they  are  ignorant  of  the  rudiments 
of  chriftianity.  You  are  therefore  called  in  the  text 
to  purfue  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Jefus  Chrift 
whom  he  has  fent,  John  xvii.  3.  to  make  this  the  ob- 
ject of  your  lludy ;  for  without  it  you  cannot  be  fa- 
ved.  It  is  by  the  knowledge  of  him  you  are  juftifi- 
ed,  Ifa,  liii,  11.  and  if  you  are  a  people  of  no  underjiand- 
ingj  be  that  formed  y<m  will  not  have  mercy  on  you^  Ifa. 
xxvii.  i  !•  but  you  fhall  be  deftroyed  through  lack  of 
knowledge.  Hofea  iv.  6,  Not  that  a  mere  fpecula- 
tive  knowledge  of  Chrift  will  fuffice ;  no,  it  niuft  not 
be  a  look  of  curiofity  and  fpeculation,  but  you  mull 
be  affected  with  the  object ;  your  eye  muft  affed  your 
heart ;  and  by  beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord  in 
the  glafe  of  the  gofpel,  you  muft  be  changed  into  the 
fame  image,  or  conformed  to  him  in  holinefs.  2  Cor. 
iii.  1 8,  A  perifliing  man  is  not  a  mere  curious  fpec- 
tator  of  his  deliverer  ;  but  he  views  him  with  the 
tendereft  paiEons,  So  you  muft  look  upon  Chrift. 
Thus  the  knowledge  of  him  was  attended  with  fu- 
preme  affection  to  him  in  St.  Paul.  Phil.  iii.  7,  8.  But 
this  will  be  farther  illuftrated  under  the  following 
particulars. 

2.  Looking  to  Chrift,  implies  an  importunate  ea- 
gernefs  for  relief  from  him.  See  Pfalmxxv.  15.  If 
your  child  were  fallen  into  the  hand  of  a  murderer 
juft  ready  to  difpatch  him,  and  fliould  caft  a  wifhful 
look  upon  you,  while  you  was  running  to  his  deliver- 
ance, you  would  underfiand  it  as  a  filent  cry  for  help. 
So  we  are  enjoined  to  look  to  Chrift  with  the  moft 
eager  importunity  for  deliverance  from  him  as  our 
Saviour.  And  this  fuppofes  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  need 
of  him.  When  a  guilty  creature,  that  had  been  in- 
volved in  the  general  prefumptuous  fecurity,  is  effec- 
tually alarmed  with  juft  apprehenfions  of  his  danger ; 
when  he  fees  his  numberlefs  tranfgreflions  in  all  their 
horrid  aggravations,  and  the  dreadful  threatenings  of 
the  law  in  fuU  force,  and  ready  to  be  executed  againft 
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lum :  in  fliort,  when  he  fees  himfelf  ripe  for  ruin,  and 
ready  every  moment  to  fink  into  it,  with  what  im- 
portunate cries  will  he  betake  himfelf  to  him  for  re- 
lief \  Behold,  he  prayeth !  now  he  is  often  on  his 
knees  before  God  in  fecret,  as  well  as  in  focial  pray- 
er ;  and  in  the  intervals  between  his  prayers,  he  is 
often  looking  to  the  hills  from  whence  cometh  his 
aid,  Pfalm  cxxi.  i.  and  v^rafting  up  many  an  impor- 
tunate cry  to  heaven.  Sometimes  he  finks  into  an 
abyfs  of  forrow,  and  is  overwhelmed  with  boifieroixs 
waves  of  fears,  fo  that,  with  Jonah,  he  is  ready  to 
cry  out,  I  am  caji  out  if  thy  fight  ^  O  Lord;  yet,  with, 
him  he  fays,  /  wiU  look  again  towards  thy  holy  temple^ 
Jonah  ii.  4.  Happy  the  fouls  that  are  thus  looking 
to  Jefus,  who  is  lifted  up  for  the  recovery  of  a  dying 
world  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  !  John  iii.  1 4.  And  happy  we,  ihould  this  fpirit 
of  pious  importunity  prev^  among  us,  and  banifh 
that  fpirit  of  deep  fleep  which  feems  poured  out  up- 
on us  !  then  would  prayer  be  our  employ,  not  only 
when  we  obferved  the  returns  of  flat ed  prayer  in  fe- 
cret, in  our  families,  and  in  our  public  anemblies,  but 
our  fouls  would  be  always  in  a  fupplicating  poflure  ; 
every  wifh,  every  groan  would  be  a  cry  for  mercy : 
and  then  might  we  expect  to  obtain  the  bleflings  we 
need  ;  and  the  afpecl  of  our  religious  affairs  would 
.be  happily  altered  among  us.  To  this  duty  the  text 
invites  us ;  and  O  that  we  may  confult  our  own  in- 
tereft,  as  well  as  regard  the  authority  of  God,  fo  far 
as  to  feek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  founds  and  call  upon 
him  while  he  is  near  !    Ifaiah  Iv.  6. 

3,  Looking  to  Chrift  implies  a  wifhful  expecta- 
tion of  deliverance  from  him.  See  Pfalm  Ixix.  3.  It 
may  be  illuflrated  by  the  hiftory  of  the  lame  beggar, 
in  Acts  iii,  4,  5,  He  begged  an  alms  of  the  apolUes 
Peter  and  John  :  they  do  not  immediately  relieve 
him,  but  give  him  fome  ground  of  encouraging  ex- 
pectation by  taking  particular  notice  of  him,  and  tell- 
ing him  to  fix  his  eyes  upon  them.     Thereupon  the 
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anxious  cripple  gives  heed  to  them,  and  wiihfully 
looks  upon  them,  expecHng  to  receive  fomethinjg  of 
them.  So  a  poor  finnpr,  amidft  all  his  anxious  fears 
and  defpondencies,  approaches  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  begs  for  mercy.  The  LcMrd  Jefus,  thou^  his 
bowels  are  yearning  over  him,  does  ndt  give  lum  im- 
mediate relief;  he  puts  him  off  for  a  while,  as  he 
did  the  Syrophoeniaan,  that  he  may  give  occaiion 
for  him  to  plead  with  the  more  importunity,  and 
more  fuitably  prize  the  bleffing  when  obtained.  Yet 
in  this  melancholy  interval,  he  does  not  leave  him 
quite  hopelefs.  The  invitations  of  the  fi^fpel  cry, 
"  Look  on  me  ;"  and  the  poor  finner  lifts  up  the 
eyes  of  wiflifiil  expedation  to  receive  fomething.^ 
*'  Who  knows  but  that  fovereign  and  unbounded 
grace,  which  has  relieved  thoufands,  may  alfo  lifien 
to  my  cries  !  Blefied  Jefus !  may  I  not  indulge  fome 
trembling  hope  that  thou  wilt  at  length  grant  me 
deliverance  ?  Thy  free,  thine  indefinite  invitations 
and  abfolute  promifes  ^ve  me  fome  ground  of  plea- 
fing  expeftation ;  and  O  !  (hall  it  be  miftrated  ?  No, 
let  me  truft  in  thee  for  the  gracious  accompliihment.'* 
Such  are  the  foliloquies  of  fuch  an  anxious  foul.  And 
though  we  might  be  all  left  in  remedileis  defpair,  yet, 
blelTed  be  God,  we  have  encouragement  to  look  to 
Jefus  with  humble  joyful  hope  ;  and  it  is  to  this  the 
text  exhorts  us. 

4.  Looking  to  Jefus,  implies  an  humbk  depend- 
ance  upon  him  for  falvation.  This  fuppofes  that  we 
are  deeply  fenfible  of  our  own  utter  inability  to  re- 
lieve ourfelves !  and  when  we  are  convinced  of  this» 
we  fhall  immediately  look  to  another  :  when  we  lee 
no  ground  at  all  for  felf-confidence,  we  fhall  place  our 
truft  in  Jefus  alone.  It  viras  fuch  a  look  as  this  that 
good  Jehofhapbat  raifed  to  heaven  :  We  have  no  might 
againji  this  great  company ^  neither  know  we  what  to  do  ; 
but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee.  1  Chron.  xx.  1 2.  So  Micah, 
finding  no  room  for  human  confidence,  refolves, 
Therefore  I  will  look  unto  the  Lord*  Micah  vii.  7.  Thii^ 
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an  humMe  finhcr,  fenfible  of  his  utter  inabiKty,  re- 
folves  to  venture  upon  Ghrift,  to  truji  in  him^  though 
hejhotddflay  him.  Job  xiii.  15.  And  in  thde  happy- 
moments  when  the  finner  has  fome  glimmering  hopes 
of  acceptance,  with  what  pkafure  and  fatisfeftion 
does  he  reft  upon  this  Eternal  Rock  !  and  how  hap- 

S"  y  we,  fliould  we  be  engaged  this  day  to  place  our 
umble  depcndancc  there !     It  is  to  this  the  text 
tails  us. 

5.  Looking  to  Chrift,  means  an  univerfvl,  cheerful 
fubmiffion  to  his  authority.  We  mull:  confent  to  be 
his  fcrvants  for  ever,  and  wait  all  the  intimations  of 
his  wiH  to  obey  them.  We  muft  look  and  obfcrve 
the  motion  of  his  hand  pointing  out  to  us  the  way 
of  duty.  We  muft  look  as  a  fervant  upon  his  mafter, 
eager  to  receive  his  orders.  So  the  phrafe  feems  ufed 
in  Pfalm  cxxiii.  i,  2.  Unto  thee  I  lift  up  mine  cycs^  O 
thou  that  divellefi  in  the  heavens.     Behold^  as  the  eyes  of 

Jei^ants  look  unto  the  hands  of  their  majicrs^  and  as  the 
eyes  of  a  maiden  unto  the  hand  of  her  mtjlrefs^fo  our  eyes 
look  unto  the  Lord.  "^Fhus,  wlioevcr  trufts  in  Jelus  with 
a  faving  faith,  furrenders  himfelf  to  an  unlimitcij 
obedience  to  all  his  commandments  \  and  to  this  the 
text  invites  us. 

6.  Looking  to  Chrift,  implies  a  hearty  approba- 
tion of  him  as  a  Saviour,  and  fuprenie  afieclion  to 
him.  Love  is  often  expreffcd  by  looks  ;  and  VA'hen 
we  look  affedlionately  upon  an  object,  it  evidences 
that  we  are  pleafcd  with  the  furvcy.  vSo  a  perilhing 
world  is  commanded  to  acquiclce  in  the  method  of 
falvation  through  Chrift,  to  love  him  above  all,  and 
to  take  the  fuUeft  and  noblcft  complacence  in  him  : 
and  upon  their  fo  doing,  they  are  aflured  of  falvation. 
We  have  indeed  been  influenced  by  education  and 
the  like  means  to  entertain  a  general  good  efteem  of 
Chrift,  but,  alas !  this  is  very  far  fhort  of  that  en- 
dearing afFeclion  and  hearty  complacence  whiih  he 
claims  and  deferves.  Our  hearts  muft  be  engaged 
to  him ;  he  muft  be  the  chief  among  ten  thoufand 
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in  our  eyes.  Our  thoughts  and  paffions  muft  often 
afcend  to  him,  and  we  muft  reft  in  him  with  com- 
placence, as  containing  all  our  falvation,  and  all  our 
defire.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 

.  7.  And  laftly,  Looking  to  Chrift  implies  joy  and 
gratitude  for  his  delivering  goodnefs.  The  paffions 
of  joy  and  gratitude  are  eafily  difcovered  by  the 
looks  ;  and  therefore  are  intended  by  this  phrafe,  look 
unto  me.  And  this  is  not  only  the  duty,  but  the  de- 
lightful inclination  of  one  that  has  been  relieved  by 
him  from  the  horrors  of  a  guilty  confcience,  and  the 
dreadful  difpleafure  of  God.  Joy  is  in  itfelf  a  plea- 
fing  paffion,  and  we  delight  to  indulge  it :  and  to  a 
heart  that  has  juft  felt  th?  mercy  of  deliverance  from 
everlafting  deltruftion,  thankfgiving  is  a  moft  grate- 
fill  and  pleaiing  employ  ;  and  in  tJais,  much  of  the. 
happinefs  of  heaven  coniifts. 

From  this  view  of  the  duty  intended  by  looking  to. 
Jefus,  take  occafion,  my  brethren,  to  examine  whe-i 
ther  ever  you  have  complied  with  it ;  for  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  infinite  importance,  as  your  eternal  ftate  de- 
pends upon  it.  He  that  hath  the  Son^  hath  lifej  and  he 
that  hath  not  the  Son  hath  not  life,     i  John  v.  1 2. 


SERMON    XLII. 


ARGUMENTS  TO  ENFORCE    OUR   LOOKING  TO  CHRIST. 


Isaiah  xlv.  22.     Look  unto  me,  and  be  yefaved,  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe. 

THE  duty  of  looking  to  Chrift  being  explained, 
Ifhall, 
II.  Urge  you  to  look  to  him  by  feveral  weighty 
confiderations. 

Vol.  n.  N  n  n  This 
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This  is  the  great  duty  of  faints  and  finners,  and 
confequently  01  every  one  in  all  ages  and  places,  even 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth. — It  is  the  duty  of  finners  to 
turn  away  tneir  eyes  from  beholding  vanity,  and  fix 
thenri  upon  this  attraftive,but,  alas  !  neglected  Savi- 
our ;  to  turn  their  attention  from  the  trifles  of  time 
tp  the  great  antitype  of  the  brazen  ferpent,  who  is 
lifted  up  that  a  dying  world  may  open  their  eyes  juft 
clofing  in  death,  and  look  and  live.  And  faints, 
Avhofe  eyes  have  been  turned  to  this  glorious  objeft, 
ought  to  fix  them  more  intenfely  upon  him,  to  take 
larger  furveys  of  his  glory,  and  to  renew  their  affec-- 
tionate  truft  in  him. 

r 

I  would  premife,  that  when  I  exhort  finners  to 
look  to  Jefus,  I  would  not  intimate,  that  they  are 
able  to  do  this  of  themfdves.  No ;  I  arii  very  fenfi- 
ble,  that  all  the  exhorti^tions,  perfuafiohs,  invitations, 
and  eXpoftulations  that  a  feeble  mortal,  or  even  the 
mofl:  powerful  angel  in  heaven  can  ufe  with  them  wll 
have  no  effeft,  but  vanilh  into  air,  without  the  effi- 
cacious operation  of  almighty  grace.  And  yet  fuch 
exhortations  are  neither  ufelefs,  improper,  or  unfcrip- 
tural :  they  tend  to  convince  finners  of  their  inabili- 
ty to  believe,  which  is  neceffary  to  their  believing 
aright ;  and  it  is  while  fuch  arguments  are  addreffed 
to  their  underftandings,  that  the  holy  fpirit  is  wont 
to  work  upon  their  hearts.  Hence  they  are  fo  often 
commanded  in  fcripture  to  repent^  to  believe  in  Chrijly 
to  look  to  him^  to  make  them  a  new  hearty  &c.  I  would 
add,  that  when  I  exprefs  the  duty  enjoined  under  the 
metaphor  of  looking,  I  hope  it  will  not  lead  any  of  you 
into  grofs  corporeal  ideas,  fince  the  import  of  it  has 
been  fo  fully  fhewn. 

The  arguments  to  enforce  this  important  evange- 
lical duty  can  never  be  exhaufted  ;  and  therefore  I 
muft  confine  myfelf  to  thofe  which  this  copious  text 
furnifties  with,  which,  when  refolved  into  particulars, 
will  ft  and  thus  : 

It 
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It  is  falvation  we  are  called  upon  to  purfue— It 
may  be  obtained  upon  the  eafieft  terms,  without  any 
perfonal  merit,  viz.  by  a  look — ^It  is  Immanuel,  the 
incarnate  God,  that  commands  and  invites  us  to 
look — and  he  is  the  glorious  and  affefting  objeft  to 
which  we  are  to  look — ^and  our  looking  mall  not  be 
.  in  vain,  for  he  is  God,  who  engages  to  fave  thofe  that 
look  to  him  ; — ^and  it  is  in  vain  to  look  elfewhere  for 
falvation,  and  needlefs  to  fear  his  grace  fliould  be  con- 
trouled  by  another :  for  as  he  is  God,  fo  there  is  none 
elfe — and  we  in  particular  are  invited,  being  efpeci- 
aliy  meant  by  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

I .  It  is  falvation  that  is  here  offered.  Look,  and  be 
faved.  Salvation  !  O  moft  propitious,  tranfporting 
found !  Amazing  !  that  ever  it  ihould  be  heard  by 
our  guilty  ears  !  Sin,  my  brethren,  has  expofed  us 
to  the  curfe  of  the  divine  law,  to  the  lofs  of  heaven^ 
and  all  its  joys,  yea,  and  of  earth  too,  and  all  its  en- 
tertainments; for  death,  the  confequence  of  fin,  will 
rend  us  from  them.  We  have  no  title  to  any  good 
to  fatisfy  our  eager  pantings ;  and  muft  languifli  and 
pine  through  an  endlefs  duration  without  a  drop  of 
blife,  if  punifhed  according  to  our  demerit.  We 
are  alfo  fubject  to  the  torturing  agonies  of  a  remorfe- 
.  fill  confcience,  to  be  cut  off  from  the  earth  by  the 
fword  of  juftice,  and  fwept  away  by  the  befom  of  de- 
ftruction  into  the  reigions  of  horror  and  defbair, 
there  to  confume  away  a  long,  long  eternity  in  inex- 
.  tinguifhable  flames,  in  remedilefs,  intolerable  tor- 
ments, in  the  horrid  fociety  of  devils  and  damned 
ghofts,  who  {hall  mutually  promote  and  join  in  the 
general  roar  of  torture  and  defperation.  This,  firs, 
is  our  juft,  our  unavoidable  doom,  unlefs  we  obtain 
anintereftin  the  falvation  of  the  Lord.  But  falvation 
brings  us  a  complete  remedy,  aqual  to  our  mifery. 
It  contains  a  title  to  the  divine  favour,  and  confc- 
quently  to  all  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  it  contains  a  per- 
fect deliverance  from  all  the  torments  of  hell :  and 
fliall  wc  not  then  regard  and  obey  the  voice  tliat 
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cries,  Look  unto  me^  and  be  ye  faved!  Is  It  not  fit  thofe 
fliould  perifh  without  remedy  who  hear  the  oflfer  of 
fuch  a  falvation  with  indifference  ?  How  jhall  we  ef- 
cape^  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation  ?  Were  we  now 
under  a  fentence  of  condemnation  to  death  by  an 
earthly  court,  and  were  going  out  one  after  another 
to  the  place  of  execution,  and  ihould  fomc  welcome 
melTenger  with  a  general  pardon  in  his  hand  come 
with  joyful  fpeed  into  this  affembly,  and  proclaim, 
Silvation  !  Silvation  !  to  all  that  would  accept  it  on 
the  eaiiek  tenns,  what  a  fliout  of  general  joy  would 
burfl:  from  this  affembly  !  What  changed  races,  what 
tears  of  general  joy,  would  appear  among  us !  In 
this  agreeable  charafter,  my  brethren,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour and  the  happincfs  of  appearing  among  you  this 
day.  I  proclaim  falvation  from  the  Lord  to  dying 
men  ;  falvation  to  all  that  will  look  to  him  for  it. 
And  I  would  not  make  the  offer  to  the  air,  or  to  the 
walls  of  this  houfe,  but  to  rational  creatures,  capable 
of  cdnfenting  and  refufing.  I  therefore  requeft  you 
to  look  upon  it  as  a  propofal  made  to  you ;  to  you 
men,  to  you  women,  to  you  youth  and  children, 
to  you  negroes,  demanding  a  fpcedy  anfwer.  Will 
you  look  to  Jefus  ?  or  will  you  hide  your  faces  from 
him?  Will  you  not  think  him  and  his  falvation' 
worth  a  look  ?     Which  leads  me  to  obferve, 

1.  '\  his  falvation  may  be  obtained  upon  low  terms. 
It  may  be  obtained  by  a  look.  Look  and  be  faved  : 
and  this  metaphor  implies  that  no  merit  is  required 
in  us  to  procure  this  falvation.  It  is  as  cheap  a  cure 
as  that  which  the  Ifraelites  obtained  by  looking  to  the 
brazen  ferpent.  The  falvation  is  wrought  already, 
Chrift  would  not  feparate  his  foul  and  body,  and  put 
an  end  to  his  pains,  till  he  could  fay,  it  is  finijhedy  and 
all  required  of  us  is  a  cheerful  acceptance  :  and  what 
terms  can  be  eafier  ?  It  is  true  we  are  required  to  ab- 
ftain  from  fin,  and  be  holy,  in  order  to  enjoy  this 
falvation  ;  but  can  this  be  looked  upon  as  a  hard 
term  ?  It  is  impoffible  in  the  nature  of  things  you 
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ihould  be  faved  in  a  courfe  of  fin ;  for  one  great 
part  of  the  falvation  confifts  in  deliverance  from  fin. 
This  is  the  deadly  difeafe  which  muft  be  healed,  in 
order  to  your  happinefs.  And  how  then  can  you  ex- 
peft  to  be  faved  while  you  indulge  it  ?  Would  you 
not  think  your  phyfician  made  eafy  prefcriptions  to 
you,  if  he  affured  you  of  recovery,  when  you  are  fick, 
upon  condition  that  you  would  abfl:ain  from  poi&n, 
and  confine  yourfelves  to  a  wholefome  diet  ?  Holi- 
nefs  is  as  neceflary  to  happinefs  as  temperance  to 
health ;  and  though  finnersj  like  drunkards,  think 
this  a  hard  impofition,  yet  it  cannot  be  altered,  with- 
out a  change  in  the  immutable  Deity,  Therefore 
fubmit  to  the  terms  of  falvation  ;  they  are  as  low,  as 
eafy  as  the  nature  of  things  will  permit.  They  are 
not  the  rigid  arbitrary  impofitions  of  an  auftere  be- 
ing,  but  the  mild,  unavoidable  requifitions  of  an  in- 
dulgent and  wife  God,  afting  according  to  the  rea- 
fon  of  things.  If  falvation  was  offered  to  you,  upon 
condition  of  your  making  an  infinite  fatisfaftion  for 
fin,  you  might  fl:art  off"  from  the  propofal ;  for  even 
almighty  grace  could  not  enable  you  to  do  this :  for 
this  you  could  not  do  without  being  advanced  above 
the  rank  of  creatures,  and  endowed  with  infinity, 
which  you  are  phyfically  incapable  of.  But  grace  can 
difpofe  you  to  confent  to  the  terms  of  the  gofpel ; 
grace  can  turn  your  eyes  to  look  to  Jefus,  for  you 
are  only  morally  incapable  of  this ;  that  is,  you  are 
unwilling,  you  are  finfiilly  averfe  to  it.  Come  then, 
look  and  live.  The  lownefs  of  the  terms  aggravates 
the  guilt  of  a  non-compliance  with  them.  \Vhat  do 
thofe  deferve  who  do  not  think  of  a  falvation  pur- 
chafed  with  the  blood  of  God  worth  a  look  ?  \V  hat 
drudgery  do  you  endure,  what  hardfhips  do  you  vo- 
luntarily undergo,  to  procure  fome  of  the  fpecious 
toys  of  this  world  ?  What  a  difficult  regimen  will 
you  fubmit  to,  what  naufeous  potions  will  you  tak^, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  health  of  your  mortal  bodies  ? 
And  will  you  not  take  the  trouble  of  a  look  for  the 
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£iIvation  of  your  immortal  fouls  ?  How  eagerly  will 
you  accept  the  offer  of  any  temporal  advantage !  and 
will  you  neglecl  this  invitation  to  look  and  live  ?  Ef- 
pecially,  when, 

3-  It  is  Immanuel,  our  incarnate  God,  that  invites 
and  commands  you  to  look  to  him,  and  be  faved*  I 
You  may  trifle  vidth  the  commands  of  an  ufurper, 
and  reject  the  treacherous  invitations  of  an  enemy ; 
but  dare  you  trifle  with  the  injunftions,  dare  you  re- 
fufc  the  gracious  invitations  of  our  fupreme  King^ 
and  heavenly  friend  ? — That  it  is  Chrift  who  here 
calls  us  to  look  to  him,  is  evident  from  the  applica* 
tion  of  this  context  to  Chrift  by  the  apoftle :  To  this 
end  Chri/l  both  died  and  rofe^  and  revived^  that  be  might 
be  the  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.  For  it  is  writteny 
as  I  live,  faith  the  Lord^  every  knee  fhall  bow  to  me^  and 
every  tongue  fhall  confefs  to  God.  Rom.  xiv.  9— ii» 
which  words,  according  to  the  Hebrew,  you  find  in 
the  verfe  following  my  text.  See  alfo  Phil.  ii.  9 — 1 1» 
Moreover  the  characters  here  predicated  concerning 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  moft  properly  belong  to  Chrift, 
according  to  the  dialed  of  the  New  Teftament ;  Sure- 
ly^ fhall  one  fay^  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and 
jircngth.  Now  we  know  that  Chrift  is  every  where 
reprefented  as  our  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  In  the 
Lord  foall  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juflified^  verfe  24,  25. 
which  is  fpoken  moft  properly  of  Chrift,  through 
whom  alone  we  can  be  juftified.  It  is  therefore  the 
voice  of  our  Immanuel  that  founds  fo  delightfully  in 
our  text.  It  is  his  voice  which  fpokc  this  goodly  uni- 
verfe  into  being  out  of  its  original  nothing  ;  which 
faid.  Let  there  be  light ;  and  there  was  light !  and  dare 
wc  difobey  his  voice  by  whom  all  things  were  crea- 
ted? Col.  i.  16.  He  fpoke  us  into  being,  and  we 
obeyed  ;  and  fliall  we,  when  blcft  with  exiftence,  re- 
lift  his  almighty  call  ?  It  is  his  voice  whom  angels 
obey  ;  Gabriel,  and  all  his  flaming  minifters,  fly  at 
the  firft  hint  of  his  fovereign  pleafure.  Nay,  univer- 
fal  nature  hears  liis  awful  mandate,  and  all  her  laws 
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are  obferved^  or  cancefled  according  to  his  pleafure. 
Events  natural  and  fupernktura!  are  equafly  cafy  to 
him,     Ahd  h  this  the  ttiajleftic  voice  which  finners 
hear  founding  in  the  gofpcl,  and  yet  difregard  ?    Is 
this  he  whoiri  they  ntiakieTO  light  of,  as  not  to  vouch- 
fafe  him  a  look  ?  Amaziiig  prefumptioh  1    Add  fur- 
ther. It  is  his  voice  which  fhiall  pronounce  the  final 
fentence  upon  the  affembled  univerfe.     He  now  fits 
exalted  upon  a  throhe  of  grace,  fcattering  blefllngs 
among  his  fubjefts,  and  inviting  a  dying  world  to 
look  to  him  and  live ;  but  ere  long  he  '\^dll  put  on 
majefty  and  terror,  and  afcend  the  throne  or  judg- 
ment.  Froiti  thence  he  will  fpieak,  and  omnipotence 
will  attend  his  word  to  execute  it.    From  thence  he 
will  pronounce,  come^  ye  blefed^  on  all  that  hear  his 
call  now ;  ?jid  neither  earth  nor  hell  can  repeal  the 
joyful  fentence.  And  on  thofe  that  will  not  now  look 
to  him,  hie  will  pronounce,  depart  frof::  me  ;  "  away, 
away  from  my  blifsful  prefence,  ye  curfed  creatures, 
never,  never  to  fee  me  more."     And  though  they 
can  now  rdift  the  voice  of  mercy,  yet  then  they  muft 
obey  the  dreadful  orders  of  juftice,  and  fhrink  con- 
founded from  his  face,  and  fink  to  hell.     We,  my 
my  brethren,  muft  mingle  in  that  vaft  affembly,  and 
hear  our  doom  from  his  lips ;  and  can  we,  in  the 
ferioiis  expeftation  of  that  day,  refufe  his  call  to  look 
to  him  now  ?  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and 
every  eye  fhall  fee  him  ;  and  how  fliall  we  ftand  the 
terror  of  his  face,  if  we  now  treat  him  fo  contemp- 
tuoufly  ? — Thefe  confiderations  fliew,  that  the  call  iil 
my  text  is  the  command  of  authority,  and  therefore 
that  our  negleft  of  it  is  difloyalty  and  rebellion. — 
But  O !  there  is  a  more  melting,  a  more  endearing 
confideration  ftill.    It  is  the  voice  of  our  beloved,  it 
is  the  gracious  invitation  of  love :  it  is  his  voice  who 
heard  the  cry  of  our  helplefs  mifery ;  who,  though 
equal  with  God,  and  poiTefled  of  infinite,  imlcpcn- 
dent  happinefs,  emptied  himfelf,  and  took  upon  lilin 
the  form  of  a  fervant.    He  often  looked  up  to  hr'n. 
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vcn  with  ftrong  cryings  and  tears  in  the  days  of  his 
flefli  for  us.  For  us  he  fpoke  many  a  gracious  Mrordy 
ftill  upon  record ;  for  us  he  wrought  many  a  mira- 
cle ;  for  us  he  travelled  many  a  fatiguing  journey, 
and  endured  hunger  and  thirft,  and  all  the  calami-, 
ties  of  poverty.  For  us  he  was  reproachedl,  belied, 
perfecuted ;  and  O !  for  us  he  fweat  and  groaned  in 
Gethfcmane;  for  us  his  back  was  furrowed  wdth 
fcourging,  his  face  defiled  with  fpitting,  his  head 
bruifed  with,  buffettings,  and  pierced  with  thorns* 
For  us  he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs  ;  for  us  he  hung 
in  ignominy  and  torture  ;  for  us  he  fhed  his  blood, 
he  breathed  out  his  life  ;  for  us  his  fide  was  pierced  ; 
and  for  us  the  Lord  of  life  lay  in  the  duft  of  death. 
And  O !  bleffed  Jefus  !  after  all  this  love,  after  all 
thefe  fuflFerings,  will  not  the  fons  of  men  afford  the« 
one  affeftionate  believing  look,  when  thou  exhibiteft 
thyfelf  in  the  gofpel,  crying  with  a  loud  and  loving 
voice,  "  Behold  me,  behold  me ;  look  unto  me,  and 
be  ye  faved.*'  O  firs,  can  you  rejeft  the  invitation 
of  fuch  a  Saviour  ?  are  you  capable  of  fuch  horrid 
ingratitude  ?  He  befpeaks  your  attention  with  dying 
groans  ;  his  wounds  preach  from  the  crofs  and  cry. 
Look  U7ifo  me^  and  be  ye  faved^  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
There  he  was  lifted  up,  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the  fer- 
pent  in  the  wHldernefs  ;  that  whofoever  believeth  in 
him,  though  in  the  agonies  of  death,  Ihould  not  pe- 
rifti,  but  have  evcrlafting  life ;  and  can  we  neglect 
the  invitation  of  fuch  a  Saviour  in  fuch  circumftan- 
ces  ?  Shall  a  guilty  world  always  find  fomething  elfe 
to  look  upon,  fo  that  they  cannot  fpare  a  glance  to 
the  bleffed  Jefus  ?  With  what  pious  horror  muft  an- 
gels behold  fuch  a  fight !  And  may  not  the  earth 
fliudder  to  fupport  fuch  impious  ingratitude ! 

4.  It  is  Immanuel  we  are  to  look  to.  Look  unto  me. 
He  that  iffues  the  command  is  the  glorious  and  at- 
tractive object  we  are  called  to  behold. — The  adora- 
ble glories  of  a  God,  and  the  milder  beauties  of  a 
perfect  man  meet  in  his  perfon.     His  glories  attract 
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the  admiring  gaze  of  angels,  and  charm  the  attentioii 
of  the  happy  immortals  above.  The  furvey  of  his 
prefeftions  is  the  fource  of  all  their  blifs,  and  will  fur- 
niflk  all  their  powers  with  extatic  employ,  through  the 
revolutions  of  eternal  ages.  And  will  not  worms  look 
up  from  the  duft  to  him  ?  Shall  every  fordid  trifle  en- 
gage their  intenfe  contemplation,  while  they  hide 
their  feces  from  this  glorious  Immanuel,  as  though  he 
had  no  form  or  cdmelinefe  ? — There  is  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  objefts  within  the  compafs  of  the  creation 
which  attraft  our  attention.  Our  eyes  are  charmed 
with  the  fplendor  of  the  day,  the  midnight  glories  of 
the  ftarry  arch,  the  verdure  of  the  fpring,  the  majefty 
of  mountains,  the  beauties  of  human  faces;  nay,  there 
is  not  a  trifling  curiofity  in  nature  but  engages  our 
obfervation.  But  all  the  glories  of  the  univerfe  are  but 
the  faint  refleftions  of  his  ;  they  are  but  obfcure  cot- 
pics  of  his  underived  excellencies.  And  fliall  we  be 
charmed  with  the  tranfcript,  and  take  no  notice  of  the 
original  ?  Does  the  contempliation  of  the  works  of  na- 
ture afibrd  fuch  exquifite  entertainment  tophilofophic 
minds,  and  fliall  not  every  mind  be  tranfported  in  the 
furvey  of  Immanuel's  uncreated  glories  ? — ^But  if  all 
thefe  confiderations  fail,  fure  the  love  of  Chrifl:  muft 
confllrain  you.  He  has  exhibited  himfelf  to  your 
view  this  day  in  a  vefture  dipt  in  blood.  He  has  em^ 
blematically  paft  before  you  crowned  with  thorns, 
and  covered  with  blood ;  and  as  Pilate  faid  to  the 
Jews,  to  melt  them  in  compafllon,  fo  fay  we  to  you. 
Behold  ihe  man  !  And  will  you  turn  away  from  him 
regardlefs,  or  view  him  with  as  much  indifference  as 
though  he]  were  a  malefactor  ?  What  is  this  but  to 
join  the  Jewiih  rabble,  away  with  him  !  away  with 
him!  crucify  him  I  crucify  him  I  He  has  virtually  faid 
to  you  as  to  Thomas,  Look  into  my  hands^  and  behold 
the  print  of  the  nails  ;  and  look  into  my  Jide^  and  behold 
ihejiab  ofthefpear^  which  opened  a  fountain  of  life  for  you. 
And  can  you  deny  an  affeftionate  look  to  fuch  an 
objeft  ?  He  hangs  confpicuous  on  the  crofs,  his  nerves 
Vol.  n.  O  o  o  racked. 
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Tacked,  his  bones  disjointed,  his  heart  melting  like 
wax  in  the  midft  of  his  bowels,  while  fireams  of 
blood  run  down  his  facred  body  ;  and  it  is  in  this 
pc^ure  we  are  to  look  upon  him.   In  this  pofture,  as 
it  were,  he  iflues  forth  his  gracious  invitation,  Loob 
unto  me^  and  be  yefaved  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.     And 
is  there  a  mortal  fo  hardy,  fo  ungrateful,  as  to  refiife 
afi  affectionate  look  to  him  in  fuch  circumftances  ? 
Shall  he  complain,  with  David,  his  type,  /  looked  for 
fonte  to  pity ;  but  there  was  none,  Pfalm  Ixix.  20.     / 
Jooked  on  my  right  hand^  and  beheld^  but  there  was  no  man 
'  that  would  know  me  ;  no  man  cared  for  my  fouL    Pfalm 
cxlii.  4.     Bleffed  Jefus  !  (halt  thou  take  up  this  com- 
plaint over  creatures  for  whom  thou  didft  bleed  and 
die  !  over  creatures  who  owe  all  their  hopes  to  thee ! 
may  not  the  whole  creation  be  ftruck  with  confter- 
nation  at  the  complaint !  why  are  not  the  miraculous 
folemnities  that  attend  thy  death  renewed  ?  Why  do 
not  the  earth  tremble,  the  rocks  rend,  the  fun  put  on 
the  livery  of  a  mourner,  to  fee  a  dying  God  and  a 
carelefs  world  I  the  Creator,  the  Saviour  of  men^  in 
agony,  in  blood  ;  and  his  creatures,  his  ranfomed, 
alleep,  and  not  affording  him  fo  much  as  a  look  of  love 
and  compaffion !  Were  ever  fuch  horrid  incongrui- 
ties pronounced  at  a  breath,  or  united  in  one  fen- 
tence  ! — But  the  crofs  is  not  the  only  place  w^here 
we  fhould  look  upon  him.     Lift  up  your  eyes  to 
feats  above,  there  you  may  behold  him  who  tafted  of 
death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour.     His  head, 
that  was  once  crowned  with  thorns,  is  now  adorned 
with  a  crown  of  glory :  his  face,  that  was  once  bruifed 
with  blows,  and  difgraced  with  fpitting,  fliines  brigh- 
ter than  the  fun  in  his  meridian  glory :  His  hands, 
that  were  once  nailed  to  the  crofs,  now  fway  the 
fceptre  of  the  univerfe  :  and  his  feet,  that  were  cru- 
elly pierced,  now  walk  the  cryftal  pavement  of  hea- 
ven.    He  that  was  infulted  by  Jews  and  Gentiles,  he 
at  whom  they  wagged  their  heads,  is  now  adored  by 
all  the  heavenly  hofts,  who  congratulate  his  exalta- 
tion. 
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tion,and  cry  with  united  voice.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
wasjlain  to  receive  power y  and  riches ^  and  wifdom^  and 
Jirengthy  and  honour ^  and  glory y  and  blejjing.  Rev.  v» 
II,  12.  This  is  the  voice  of  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands  in  that  world 
where  Jefus  is  beft  known.  And  fliall  we  break  the 
jiarmbny  of  the  univerfal  choir  ?  Shall  we  not  echo 
back  their  fong,  and  reply,  To  him  that  loved  us,  and 
wajhed  ui  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood  (which  is  more 
than  he  did  for  angels)  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  Shall  we  not  look 
to  him  whofe  glory  attrafts  the  eyes  of  all  the  celeftiai 
armies,  and  congratulate  his  exaltation  I  We  have 
caufe  indeed  to  rejoice  in  it ;  for  O  !  he  is  exalted, 
that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  us,  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  he 
hats  afcended  the  throne,  that  he  may  thence  fcatter 
bleffings  on  a  guilty  world  beneath  him.  He  retains 
his  ufual  love,  and  the  tendereft  bowels  of  compaffion 
towards  the  meaneft  of  his  people.  He  is  now  plead- 
ing their  caufe  in  the  court  of  heaven,  and  preparing  a 
place  for  them.  From  thence  he  exhibits  himfelf  to 
our  intellectual  view,  and  invites  us  to  look  to  him. 
And  can  we  flight  fuch  glory  and  love  united  ?  Are 
our  natures  capable  of  fuch  infernal  gratitude  ?  O  let 
us  look  to  him,  efpecially  fincc  it  fhali  not  be  in  vain  ? 
For,  5.  He  is  able  to  fave  us  upon  our  looking  to 
him.  Look  unto  me^  and  be  yefaved^for  I  am  God.  I'his 
is  annexed  as  the  rcafon  of  the  duty  enjoined  ;  and 
what  can  give  us  greater  fecurity  of  falvation  upon 
our  compliance  ?  If  God  be  for  usy  whofhall  be  againjl 
us  ?  If  God  jujiifyy  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  his 
right  to  conftitute  the  terms  of  falvation,  and  he  has 
almighty  power  to  fave  all  that  comply  with  them. 
It  is  that  God,  who  threatens  to  punifh  finners,  that 
here  promifes  to  fave  them  upon  their  looking  to 
him.  And  what  glorious  encouragement,  what  ftrong 
confolation  does  this  afford  us  !  Is  there  a  creature 
here  fo  full  of  unbelieving  defpondency,  as  ferioufly 
to  think  that  even  Jehovah  cannot  fave  him  I  Surely 
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no  ;  therefore  look  and  be  faved,  for  it  is  God  itat 
undertakes  to  fave  you.  And  he  can  do  exb^eding 
abundantly  more  for  you  than  you  can  aik  or  ibixau 
Your  fins  may  be  mighty,  but  not  almighty :  your 
^ilt  may  be  great,  but  the  blood  of  God  can  ezpia.te 
It :  the  obftrudions  in  your  way  may  be  numerous 
and  infuperable  to  you,  but  he  can  reduce  a  moun- 
tain into  a  plain  before  you.  You  are  feeble  helpkfi 
things,  but  have  you  not  heard?  have  you  not  known^  that 
the  everlajiing  Gody  the  Lordy  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of 
the  earth  fainteth  noty  neither  is  weary  ?  He  givetb  power 
to  the  faint ;  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increafetb 
Jirength.  Even  the  youths  Jhall  faint  and  be  weary ^  and 
the  young  men  Jhall  utterly  falL  Btit  they  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord  Jhall  renew  their  Jirength  :  they  Jhall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles ^  they  Jhall  run  and  not  be  weary ^  and 
theyjlmll  walk  and  not  faint.    Ifa.  xL  28 — 3i» 

6.  Look  to  him  ;  for  as  he  is  God,  fo  there  is  none 
elfe.  This  implies  that  there  is  no  other  Saviour,  and 
that  this  fole  Saviour  is  controulable,  and  therefore 
able  to  fave. 

It  is  only  a  God  that  is  able  to  work  our  fahration. 
Men,  angels,  all  creatures  are  unequal  to  the  tafk» 
They  cannot  fatisfy  divine  juftice  for  our  fin  ;  they 
cannot  fubdue  our  corruptions,  and  fanftify  our 
hearts ;  nor  conduct  us  fafe  through  all  the  dangers 
and  temptations  that  furround  us.  We  in  particular 
are  utterly  incapable  of  thefe  things.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  our  hand  to  relieve  ourfelves.  *  And  if 
you  will  not  look  to  Chrift,  to  whom  will  you  look  ? 
Call  now,  if  there  be  any  that  will  anfwer  thee  ;  and  to 
which  of  the  faints,  to  which  of  the  angels,  wilt  thou 
turn  ?  You  are  fhut  up  to  the  faith,  my  brethren  ; 
you  have  no  alternative  but  to  look  to  Chrift,  or 
fink  to  hell.  There  is  no  falvation  in  any  other.  And 
will  you  rather  be  without  a  Saviour  than  look  to 
him  as  fuch  ?  Why,  what  evil  hath  he  done  ?   Why 

fuch 

•  To  attempt  to  fave  ourfelves  is  to  aflfeft  to  be  Gods,  and 
the  peculiar  work  of  omnipotence. 
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iiich  ftrangie  averfion  to  your  beft  Friend,  who  is 
able  to  iave  to  the  utmoft  ?  And  as  none  elfe  can 
(ave,  fo 

He  is  abk  to  fave,  becaufe  beyond  controul.  There 
is  no  God  bcfides  to  i^vcrfe  his  will ;  but  whom  he 
blefies,  is  bleffed  indeed.  He  is  Head  aver  all  things 
fo  hk  church.  He  limits  the  power,  controuls  the 
rage,  and  baffles  all  the  politic  fchemes  of  the  pow- 
ers of  hell ;  and  the  heaits  of  men,  of  kings,  are  in 
tiis  hand,  and  he  turns  them  whitherfoever  he  pleafes. 
None  therefore  fhall  pluck  his  Iheep  out  of  his  hand ; 
but  he  will  give  unto  them  eternal  life.  Look  then, 
to  him,  poor  trembling  weaklings,  that  are  daily 
putting  your  life  in  his  hand,  and  often  difmally 
forebode  your  own  deftruftion,  and  the  viftory  of 
your  enemies.  Trujt  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  ;  for  in  his 
arm  is  everlajiing  Jlrenph. 

7.  And  laftly.  Look  to  him,  for  you  are  particu- 
larly invited,  being  efpecially  meant  by  thofe  in  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  A  promifcuous  call  may  not  be 
regarded  fo  much  as  a  particular  invitation  direfted 
to  us,  as  it  were,  by  name.  We  dwell  in  a  conti- 
nent that  may  be  called  the  ends  of  the  earth  with 
peculiar  propriety  ;  and  though  America  was  un- 
knbwn  in  Ifaiah's  time,  and  probably  not  in  his 
thoughts  when  he  uttered  thefe  words,  yet  no  doubt 
that  omnifcient  Spirit,  who  infpired  his  lips,  had  a 
reference  to  it.  It  is  true  the  words  may  be  taken 
figuratively,  as  referring  to  the  Gentiles  in  general, 
who  might  be  faid  to  be  in  the  ends  of  the  earth  with 
refpeci  to  the  favourite  land  of  Judea,  which  was  fitu- 
ated  near  the  middle  of  the  then  known  world,  on 
the  borders  of  Afia,  near  where  it  Joins  with  Europe 
and  Africa.  Thofe  in  the  ends  of  the  earth  feem  al- 
fo  to  fuggeft  to  us  the  ideas  of  poor  outcafts  in  a  help- 
lefs  condition,  as  the  Gentiles  then  were,  without 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  the  means  of  grace.  And 
if  we  take  the  text  in  this  fenfe,  it  ftill  refers  to  us 
who  are  the  pofterity  of  heathens.  But  methinks  there 

is 
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h  ft  pftrtleiilair  tmoty  and  [*xj|»i<ety  to  Ittiilfife  fittt' 
TftUf }  <«  Look  oato  me,  aMtte^^  ftvai,"  V^  ^'^ 
dwdl  in  the  remoteft  ends  of  the  inhatnted  ciaa^l 
look  unto  me,  ye  Aineriaittj'fe  Vfa|^h^ 
a  joyfid  fiwiid !  Not  many  yemagp  tine  or  oifrneaur 
anoefton  came  from  the  ddcMdnent  of  fBucoprdr 
itradjacrint  iflandt;  and:thfc  Lbrd  hath  driveii' oW: 
the  heathen  from  before  x»;'  and  rianted  lit  in  kbnr 
flead.  Weleft  bkchurdk  andtbrftvourkelanda 
where  hii  gofpd  had  fldned  Bot  ^aiges,  tod  tanie  aniori^ 
iavages  that'  never  htard  of  the  name  of  -  Jefiis,  btft 
dw&  in  darkneft  and  the  fhadow  of  death*  But  ki ! 
he  fendft  hiiT  gradous  invitation  after  ns  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  Look  unto  M^  and  taye/ofved  In  the 
days  of  Uaiah  God  was  mindful  of^America,  he  waa 
mindful  of  Virginia,  and  treafured  up  a  rich  invita- 
tion, till  it  ihould  be  inhabited,  and  in  need  of  it. 
And  fhaU  we  not  r^ard  it  ?  ShaH  we  not  regard 
his  voice  crying  in  this  wildemefi;  ?  Indeed  if  any 
other  bleffings  were  wOTthy  to  be  compared  with 
thofe  of  the  gofpel,  I  might  oMerve  that  he  has  not 
been  kind  to  us  in  this  refped  only.  He  has  turned 
this  wildernefs  into  a  fruitful  field  ;  the  refidence  of 
lavages  and  wild  beafts  into  a  mart  of  nations.  He 
bath  blejfed  us  alfoj  fo  that  we  are  multiplied  greatly  ; 
and  he  fuffereth  not  our  cattle  to  decreafe.  See  Pfaun 
cvii.  36 — 38.  We  may  borrow  the  words  of  Mofes, 
in  Deut.  xxxii.  i  o— -14.  But,  alas!  we  have  waxed  fat, 
and  kicked  againft  God,  like  well-fed  horfes  againft 
their  proprieton  We  have  turned  his  bleffings  into 
occaiions  of  finning.  We  have  improved  in  ^ilt  and 
impiety  in  proportion  to  our  improvement  m  riches 
and  the  arts  of  life.  And  it  is  an  inftance  of  divine 
patience  that  may  aftonifli  even  heaven  itfelf,  that  fo 
ungrateful  a  land  has  not  been  vifited  with  fome  fig- 
nal  judgment.  But  our  iniquities  are  not  yet  full, 
and  we  hope  there  are  more  than  ten  righteous  per- 
fons  among  us,  whofe  prayers  ftand  in  the  gap,  and 
prevent  the  irruption  of  vengeance.    9ut  perhaps 
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t)ur  day  is  at  hand,  and  then,  though  Noah,  Daniel, 
and  Job  ihould  fiand  before  God,  yet  his  heart  will 
not  be  turned  towards  us.  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lordj 
0  foolijh  people^  and  unwife  !  is  not  be  thy  Father  that 
bath  bought  thee  ?  bath  be  not  made  thee  and  ejlablijbed 
thee.  Deut.  xxxii.  6.  But  to  abufe  the  gofpel  is  the 
greateft  of  all  crimes.  It  is  this  that  ripens  a  people 
for  ruin,  and  fills  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity : 
God  wiU  eafier  bear  with  the  abuie  of  any  mercy 
than  with  the  contempt  of  his  Son.  Therefore  look 
unto  bim^  and  be  ye  faved^  0  ye  ends  of  the  earth  ! 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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